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Thk Patlislier deeming these metnoira incomplete and de- 
fective, from the omisiou of some importuut circcmatancea 
which would tend to illuatrate yet more, be tbiuks, thftn wa 
have Litberto done, the Injustice and persecutioo Mr, Pain! 
: fli perienccd, not only frcim ua aa a people and nation, but fro 
^^■e British gavcrameDt, to whose arbitrary rule and niakd- 
^^mniatration he was obnoxious. We acknowledge m&ny oniis- 

K«inTia, which if detailed and duly considered by our readers, 
lid tond to csalt his character in no ssnall meaaure, hut in 
paring the aucceediog pages for publication, we did not 
contemplate mote than supplying Buch materials as would 
compel the prejudiced aad those who had thoughtlessly joined 

Kthe opposition he experieuced when liviug, or ivbo Iiud 
baequeutly aBaa,tled hia reputation, to pauae aod cnnsidi 
lefcher they did so wisely and justly. We think wo have 
supplied abandant matomla for tbis purpose, Rufficieot, if tht;j 
were duly couaidered, effectually to turn the tide of prejudi 
^^ud that heneefornard the same of Paine, wliicb has hc' 
^^■st ont 03 evil, will bo regarded with cijpccial reverence, and 
' held in gmteful remembrance : all we aak ia an attentive pe- 
nnd wo tbiuk the durk cloud whioh baa O'hscurcd b 
r fatae and memory will then Lave passed away for over. 
We have passingly iiotioed, although the puhliaher thlaka 
it sufficiently, the prosecution whiuh Mr, Paime was exposed j 
to from the British goyenimeDt, and the etreauoua exertions | 
made to suppress big writings. The hiator^ Q'CuSi.'OiiR.-^Mrs.'i'**' i 
I mosements of hostility and petty miAV^uM-j ■^omJi^Vj tsa.ct'*-'^ 
^^Kg, bill! would occupy too muck apaca m Aft^•a.^^. "^ ^ **%-« 
^Hufiu tbe Srat demoastratioQ or cOTQmcucftxoeat ^^''-^^^^ 





k^ 



ID a Royal rrodatnation, dated May 19, 1702^ hy King 
Ocorge III. : — 

"Whereas, diTcra wicted aad seiiitioiis writingg hav« been 
|nibltshed, atiJ induatrioiislj circulated, tending t& eitito 
tuEDult and disorder, Bud raise groundless jealousies and dis- 
cOQUinta ia tlic minds of our fuitbful mod laving subjects re^ 
ppecting the kwa, civil and religions, establiaLed ia tLis king- 
dom;" with 5Cfy mnch more to tbe same effect. And tLon 
thera are strict orders end command givon " to all magistratca 
to discover and punish tbe authors and printers of sack wicked 
and fieditious writinga, it being our detsrminattoD to cs-trj the 
lawa Tigoroualy into execution againat sucb offenders aa afore- 
Biiid;" A proHiflcution was coarnienced against Paine himself, 
the priDters, publishers, nnd even against aU kuown buyerfl 
and pos»essora of his works i tbe writings were ignomiDioasly 
And puliiicly Burnt by the coninion bangmln ; nnd s seriea of 
poraecution and proaecutions wna directed against the writings 
of Paine, and the sellers of hia works, his readers and ad- 
luircrB, wbieti huvo been coatinued till tritbiu a very few 
jearB. It would bo altogether hcyonil our power to detail all 
the vcuitious proaccntions and Buffennga of indiridualB as t 
consequence of these aud eimikr enactments; if collected, 
they would fill a folio volume not inferior to Fox's Book of 
Martyrs, roost of thguj Kutferers in a purer and better cause, 
and of li higher, noblor, and more disinterested character than 
those described by that faiiitorian. Without, therefore, euter> 
ing into further details, wo submit what wo have written to 
the ruagnaniuiLty and gonsc of justice of the, American people, 
with the full eoDfidcncc of a satiafactory verdict aod a trl. 
umphout acijuittal of ull the ebargea with which the malevo- 
lence uid bigotry at the elei'gy aud their adhoreits may Lar^^, 
fbceured hia fair fame. 

In coDclaHion, (o the rcadtr. iii(:i\t\T\."»ift mt "CwA -wV 
n'aioan are free, either in, Tnatteis o^ givcttiiw^^V. ot t^ 
JtA »iJt Guailj and powcrfuUj grev'a.\\. 




THE LITE OF THOiLVS PMIVE. 



Peecuai's tilers are few men nbo have renderod greaEcr 
pcrvicea to tliQ cnuae of bumauity in gcDGrol, and oar country 
in partieulitr, who have been requited with more iagratituilo, 
or Lave Lad more injaatice dotie to their character aad motiTca, 
than tho subject of these few pnyca. That Mr. Paine sbouM 
haTO, towards tbo close of im life, choacn the United States 
for his retrcELt, was -perhapa Terj iujudicious; he could Dot 
fcave gone, uuder the circuiustanccs [juat having pubtisbed bia 
Age of Reaaori), to a more unfavourablo part of the world. 
A country like ours, at that' period, and perbapa even now 
(although not to au ei\ual Gx.tcat as forLuerly), abounding iu 
fanatics, was but little disposed to favour a iii!i,a wliuso miud 
wna bold, iDquiring, libera], free from prejudice, and who in 
principle waa a Deist., Of all wiath, fanatical wruth is the 
most intense ; nor can it be a matter of much surprise, if by 
maay hia eminent reyolutionary Bervicca were forgotten, that 
gremt numberB, iadced all the religioiia community, alT^iided 
tiro but ail angracioaa rtCi^ptioij, aad that he waa treated wi;h 
neglect and iUibcrality, Now that almost half a century ha3 
elapsed since his dcuease, we mny perhaps be better pre^iineFi. 
to do justice to his characteir, cepeeiallg a.a v\ir6.'C\ti^>'M*5<-'*^^ 
and chai'itjr are more predominant. ^Wti Vo-T-aiC^'^i '^^ 
mtum bns more of reason, iuilt;iucii\,, 5^4 ^wA w.^i^ft^'* 
jrficaspioua eiitliuaiaBin, or laiiaSACvBOk- ^^^ 



But liowever tliU mny lio. tln^rc were a cliosen and cnltgl 
ened fuw who, lilto iiittnL-lf, " huld ciiauj^Ei to hs honcat, iti 
LuEicst enoagh to Lie t>ulJ," feeling his viiliic, oontiDUccI tu be 
his siocurulj utlacbeJ fricuda to his lijst bourj frocti stiiu« of 
these, as well as from otbor aourcGS, we have gluaoeil tlie ftA- 
lowing particulars; — 



Thomas Paine was bom at Tlietfrird, coutity of Norfo! 
Eogland, Js.n. 2!)tli, 1737- Uia tiilh£;r, Joseph PLiine, wag 
Btajmaker by ttAdc, And & member of tbc society of Quake' 
His puTfnte were rcspoetablc, aluliough m>t iii eircuniataii 
to aSoTii liim a college education ; nil hia learning, tlicrtfon 
waa O'btaincd from a (.Muimoa English granioiiir acliool, wb 
he ac<juireil n gllglit kaowlcOj^e ij( Xiatin, altliougli it duus 
appear bo ever wns much of a pmliL'iotit in the dpad languugi 
Ho left schnol at thirteen years of ogc, or tlicreubouts, 
during h\s studica hi> indicatGd no reiuarkuhlc gymptomB of t 
talent and genius wliiuh was to Gbiou out so brigbtly in iifte: 
life. After leaving school, iio resided with bis father, whore bs 
remained two or three years, then left bis uative town, and pro- 
ceeded to London, with (be hope of acriuiring a tnowled^t of 
the world, that ho mjglit improve his circumstances, ond employ 
whatever of ult;nl he mi^ht posaeaaj to the best advantage. After 
Btuying in Loudon a short timOj ho went to Dover, hut not aao- 
Deeding in his business to hia satisfaclion, he went on board «, 
privateer; but it in not known how long he remained at sea, or 
nhat induced him to 4:]uit the naval profuasioa uiid rcaumc hia 
OWD busiuees. When he was nbout tweo^-two years of age, 
he settled at Sandwich, and th>er« bccunii? Eict|u^iat«d wilb a 
young woman of the uutnn of Mary Lambert, the daagJiler 
of an ex(.'i8GniaUf whum he married. Siie died the noxt year^ 
at Margate. After her death lie moved to Ltvndon, and tkouca 
fa Lj'd native town, TUetford, wbcte \!.e oViaS.uu'i -n. -vV-j-te. to 
'ke Excise, which be retained till Vili- In \~?>%A'i '^'^ 



moved to Tiawe?, in Sussex, wbere lio murrJetl :i HJiss OliraH 
Mritlg wbom lie lived but s abort time, nlieu & Be[>anitioiii to<H 
place, tbc real cause .at -vliick, altlmu^li uiony bavo beefl 
as^iigned, ua is ai^ual Id aaeli oitstis. wns nrvt-r knnwn ta iJifl 
publjfl. lie wag much rtspeflteiJ whilst at Ltiwes, iiuJ tnixiad 
freely in. circlea fsr abQTO bim in ciTcum&tiiiiaea and Kcicial jfl 
BitioQ, Vrtiiub cats oiilj t>e fcgiirdeil as U jtiat Inblitc duo lo bfl 
tiilents, conduct, and convert^ational powers. He was the authfl 
of several small pftTupblclar aud articles in tbe county qcivH 
papor, by which mean;, it ii probublo, he obtained sniae repfl 
talii3]tj aiiil HM the «Aus^ uf bis obtniniiig an introduCtioQ fl 
Dr. Fraulilin, tbcB in LoTidoo, wbo it. appt'ara eodh disoovorofl 
in hia interviews wilb Paine, ihni, bti was conversing with V 
muL of no ordiniCr^ character, ind wliich resulted la tbe Bootor 
furuisliiug him with a lE'tt^r uf iatrudutitioti to one of Lis naodB 
iiitiuiiite (Vicuiid in the United Stntes. Utidur Dr. I'ranliliafl 
patronage and advice he sailed for America, and nrrivod in 
PbilaJelpbia in 1775, Tbe cireuinatfliicea under wlii-ch Iia 
nrrived in our ciiy, and the glcrioua reeulta of hi& advicnj nod 
uouuatil, have heen so admirably itod eloi|<isctIy described by 
the laic lamented G. Lippard, that wQ cannot do better than 
employ his very language, as conveying a better and mora 
pifrfuL't idea of tbfl iuvaluuhle Bnrviecs of Paine, in tlita pwn- 
^^iar juncture of our uatiuaal affairi^, thun we could othi^rni^^J 
^Hkrnish or supply: — ^^M 

"It waa in tlie titue whon a band of rebela i?at in (iBrppn^^i 
tet's Hall, wbon tiio amglte of Lexington and Bunkor llil^i 
yet in tU-e sky, and tlie undriisd blood, of Warren, and ^^| 
martyrs, was Jut upon tbe ground — it wag in tbis time, ^^T^ 
bkiod-i'ed dnwQ of uiir Ri-'votittiun, Umt a. at^t?; v!^ •sfsm-'c 
leer todk pl:ioi: in tk« ally ai W'AWawi V-iWv- "V/^V-^«« 

and bi-lioUi ttmt eoVhhvj \BimY, ft.wig.-n'fe '"^'^^ *'"™' 
I'u^'/j iJie slia.lfiirs of a ucul\y Vuf\\\^'^e'l' Toaw- ^^^^^^^ 



Till *in: ttn or rnowAS *jasHi 

full ill tLeir fticca, am four persons — a BoBtoa Lawj 
Pbikdel|i]i3a IMnter, a I'liiliidelpljia Docior, and a Vii 
riaoter. 

^' Come with nro ipto fhat lonely room. Let ufl seat 
Bolvc:!! tliere. Let US I'Uuk into the facea of tlicse iiieu- 
man willt tbo bo1<i brow and resolute look, is one 
Adiims, from Uoaton ; Best to him nifB the calm-fuccd I 
niia HiLsLj there joii see the mai'!ieil fawo of the priutei 
BHDJumia Fratikliu; nud last of all, your «yo rests uj 
man distlnguisSied above all others, hy liia height, the 
ontliDca of bis form, and the eolcuiu dignity of his 
That man ia ua-aicd Wa»hingU)0 — ooe Sir. George Was 
too, from MouDt Veruoo. 

" And these men are all meiiil>er3 of the riibel Conj 
They have met here to talk over the affairs of Lbtir cou 
Tlielr couversatioQ ia decp-tou^d — cautious — hurriBd. 1 
zaao seems afraid to give uttenioee to tha thoughts c 
bosoD). Uotiiiscatioii — the gibbet — tbo ase ! These hav* 
the reward of brave men b<;fore now, wha dared to speolj 
BOQ agoinat his Mujesty by the grace of God. Thercl 
the conversation of the four patriots burthcned nith rd) 
and gloom. Tboy talk of Bunker IIIU, of Lexingtoti, i 
tJood-tliirs'ty Bntisli ministry, of the we&k and ma 
British king. 

"TUeTi, from the lipa of Franklioj cornea the grca* 
tion — Where is this war to ead? Are wo lighting only 
chauge ia the British tuiuistry f Or— or — for the iadepeoi 
of our nutivu Itindf Th«re ia silence iei, that looiu. 
inglom, Adiinis., liush, ail look into each others' fices 
are silent. Bound to EngSund hy the ties of nnce&try 
guftge — religion — the v«ry idea of Bepamtioo from hor 

" VcH, with Ihflir toTi'ua burnt, ititlr ]-ioo[ile umrdq 
Haukcr ilill stuokitig thcrt>, I^;£iiigtou blcaiiiig youJc 



wiw o» w«m*B Tkiim.' 



these cnlnnigta cling tn the nasnc uf EnglanJ, still sJimliltT 
^^lie big word tliat oliokes tLeir uUcra,iico to ape-alt — £n 

^^P " At tills moment, TfJiile all ia atil!, a visiter is annrmnci 

^Kl man sonicvrhat short in stature, clad in a coat of fad 

brown. He takes Lis aoat at the table, is introduced to th' 

gciitleuieu by Frank!]!], and then iuformed of tlie tof^ie uod 

discussioD. Look Lit his brun, his flisLing eye, as id enroest 

worJa be poiira forth his soul. Waahiugtoiij A'latns, Rush, 

Fmnklin, all ura hashed into ailencc. At first, tha man 

the brown coat atartles, horriSes theoi with hia political bl 

phomy, Uut :i3 be goes oa, ns his hronH solid brow warms 

^^rtlb firo, as hia eye Qusliva the full light of a aou.1 roused ia 

^^Bjl its life, as thqtae deep, Oarneat tones S[>eak of the tDdcpei 

^ncnce of Aiucrica — ter glorious future — her people, that nh 

swell into eountlesa tiiLlliona— licr uiivy, tb;it aball wliitcn t' 

uttermost sea — her destiny, tbnt slisiU stride over the -nrc' 

of throne?, to tho universal einpira of tlio W^storn Coutineu' 

Then hohnld — they rise round the table — they press that m 

in the brown puat by the hand — nay, the Virginia planter, 

JtVatbingtou, graepB both his bands, and in a voice deepened 

UDLotion, bcga hiLii, for the sake of God, to write tii«3e 

wfTtls in a Look — a boolc that shall be read in all the hous' 

H&d thundered from all the pulpits in America, — I>o you Si 

Ppe picture!, my friendBf That man in the brown (KNit, Btuti 
mg there,, floshud, trflmbUng with the exoitcment of Uia own 
th ought s^^tliiit splcDdidly format! Virginia planter on one side 
grasping him by the hand, those grcat-souled men encircling 
hiiu on the other, John Adamta, Itenjamia Ilusb^ Benja^mia 
Pranklio? Their gleaiDiDg eyes uiiino with od« soul, a-ad read 
the ,grcat cloud of the future this one word — IndfpKndena 
I '* T*t this seeae pas3. Let us follow thiia inaii m.^JiitiVLW«^ 
tt ehrough the year 1775. 
I "Tiff da;' after this sueno, that mw\a?A. N ViesCvs. ^ 
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Gwrge Wa Ellington, was nameil ooioroaiider-iB'tiluef &f ibe 
CantinciiUil mmy. 
- "And in the Bumracr da3'3 of '75j that man In tie brown 
eottt was seeu walking up SLtid down, in front of the old State 
House. His great forebea<i abonc in full suDltgnt, wbile, wi^L 
biB handl placed bcbiad bi» back, be w«nt elowlj aloog t^| 
payement. Tben ho would burrj to bis lonely garret, seise 
the f|uill, and write down the deep thnnghta of bis bniin. 

" Then fnrtb Dgiiin for a nalk in ihc old 8t;Lte-UouBG Square 
— up sjitl down, under tbeso old treeSr be wanders nil tlie after" 
iiOi>D — :iL uigbt, tbere is a. light burning all niglit^ til! tbe br 
of day. 

" Let, «3 Icot into tbat giuret window — what see jou tht 
A rude and neglected room— ^ man eliort 1q eiature sitting 
beside aa old tabic, with si^attored sheets of paper ftU abuut 
1)1131 — tiiiB light of tbe unsuuffed candle upotL his brow — H 
uufiuling quill in bia band ! 

" All ! my friends, you may talk to mc of tho sublimity 
your battlna, whose poetry is bones und skulb, whose gloi 
nre like the tropltcs of tb« butcher's Bhambles — but for 
there is no battle so awfoUy subliHie as one-Uke tbia now beil 
fought before j'our f-yea. 

" A prtrtfj neglected author, sitting in his garret — the worl 
poverty, time, epacc, al! forgotten — as with bia aoul kind] 
iato one stendy blnze, he plies thut fagt-raoving qaill. Tl 
qniil writes down words on paper, tliat which shall bum ti 
the brains of kings, worda like orrow?, winged with fire 
pointed with vitriol. 

"Go on, brave author, siUiug in your garret, alone at fi 
dreud liwur — go oa — on, through tbe ailont watches of 
night, snd God's blessings full, like breezes of June, up( 
youT dump brow. Oo on, in the name of God and man, 
you aro writing tht: thaugbts of a nation into birlli. ^ 

" J-'or ma.Tiy d:ijs, in the year 1TT5, wa* tbat vtsxi^^W 



Xlf *' THE ttW! Ml fHOM'AS WH 

tbo most importaitt ojius-e of tlio aopjtratinn frnm (.lie mother*' 
coiintrj. ThniniH JulTi-Tson, Joo! I!»rliiw, (ieorge Wasliiii^- 
fon, unito in tlicir praises of tliia work. Long nfter its publ> 
caticiTi, JefFurson sorit n goTemmflnt ship to bring th-e anllior 
liouic from Franra ; Wasliingtou invitei! !iim to tlie shelter of 
his OTrn lioirc; Barlow described bim, yes, the laan ia tt 
brown coat, na 'ono of the most benevolent and disinterest 
of mnnkinil; endowed with lbs clearest perception, an 
GomTnoQ shajre of origiunl geaius, and the greatest breadth 
tbought.' 

"In AagTiat, 1785, aft^r tbe battle was fongSit, and tl 
empire was catnblislied^ Congreawj in a ar>Umn wsolutioi 
GtunipeJ the author of Common Sense with their approbation 
ae one of the greatest of the great men of the Revolution. 

"This book was tho enuso aad forerunner of the Declar 
lion of Independence. In tliis booij for the firet time, wt 
written these great vorda : ' The Free and InJepcadent Sbt 
of America.' 

"Let us follow this maa in the brown ooat through tl 
scenes of the Ttevolutioo. 

" In tbe full prime of earSj manhopr], he joins tbe army 
the Bcvolution; be shares the crust and tlie eold with Wa»| 
ington and hie men — he is with those' bravo anldicra on tl 
toilBome innrch, with them by the camp-fire, with them in tl 
hour of battle. Why is he with them ? 

" Is the day dark — baa the battle been bloody— do tl 
American soldiera dcspaif ? ttark ! that printidg-f>re8a yondf 
vhich moTes with, the American camp in all its wandering 
is scattering pamphlets through the raats of tho army,- 
paraphlets written by the authnr-soldier; written Hometkse 
on the bead of a dmm^^r by the midnight &ro> or amid tli^ 
corses of tbe dead. Piibiphlet^ thut stnmp great hopes ont 

eater trathsj in plain words, up&n the hearts of the Conliii 

intal army. T«ll moj was not that a 6«.W\mii ti^Vit, ^ %&« & 
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nmn of genine who might have eliono ns an oratOT^ a poi^t, * 
novflist, fuHowiug, with uiiliring dcTotioD, the blood j' ataui 
footsteps of the CoDtioeatal -tTwy ? 

" YeSj in the dark days of '76, wlica the soldiers of Wash 
iugton tracked their footsteps on the soil of Trunton, in the 
Bnaws of Priaoeton, there, first atnong the heroes and patriots, 
tbore, uafliuchJDg in the hour of defeat, writing the 'Crisis' 
by the light of the camp-Kircij was the authi^r-hcro cf the Ite- 
volution. Yes, w« wiU look into the half-ckd noks of Wash- 
ifigton's ttituj, we will behold each corporal surrounded hy a 
group of Boldiera, as he reads aloud, the paraphleta of the 
author-soldier. What hope, ivhiit joy, what eocrgy^ gleamB 
over the veteran faces, as words like these break on the Frost: 
I air : ' These ore the times that try men's aouls. The siiiuin 
soldier and th<3 sunshino patriot ifill, in this erisisp shriok fro' 
the aervice of his ennntry ; but he that stauda it now, deserv 
the love and thanks of nieu and women. Tyranny, like hell, 
is not easily conquered, yet ne have this consolation with ug, 
that, the harder the cDofliut the uiO'te glorious the trium^ b,' 
Da pot wofds like these stir up the blood ? 

" Yet C3n yoa imugine their effect when read to groups 
B-tafTed and bleediog Boldiers, by ibe red watch-fire, in the cold 
^^yr of the winter dawn ? 

^H *' Such words as these stirred up the starred Contioentola 

^^b the attack OQ Trenton, and there, in tba dawa of that glo- 

• rioTiB mqruingj George Washington, standing aword id hand 

over the dead bo;ly of the Hessian llbal, confeaatd the aa, 

inflaence of the outhor-boro'a pen. 

"The vilest enemy of the author-hero, a base hireling 
e Edglisb court, yos, even be, bliiapbeiner, libeller of JefR 
in, and FraakleD, and Madison, as he waa, eveo he, a thiug 
small in soul that bis very masters Were aahanve^i. feS. V'WSi., 
farced 10 confess that 't.he cmmoix ft^N^wSOT.'g'^w.-***. 
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more fonnidable to tLe Britisb, tliaii the pen of tbe s 

" la there & benrC that does not tbrob at tbe Bsm4 
author of the Declaration, Thomas JitffcrBoti, the sli 
,ero of the BevoLutioa ? 
' And do jour hearts throb at the meutioa of hSi 
and ^et refuse to pay a tribute of one aolitarj polsi 
justice to the memory of hia brother -pat rir>t, his foi 
in the work of freedom, the auLhor-hero of the Ket 
.Thomas Fain£?" ^^ 

This eiega.»t and eloquent tribute of respect to Paia 
also coDtaine so much hititoricul and reliable infurmab 
pArt of &a address delivered on the occasion of the eel 
of the birlb-day of Thoaiaa Paino, by the Sooicty of 1 
day Institute, in tbe city of Fliilad«Iphia. It n'eeds dq 
for its insci'tipn ; it la worthy of pre8erv*tion, and w 
not but our fieaJera will regard it with favour. We i 
resume thecurreut of our biographical detail. We havi 
passed over the laoat unimportitnt and unluterestitig 
of PaJne's life — but haying trouglit him to Atnerici 
initance of Dr. Frauklln, wc will endeavour to furnil 
particnlars of those great cyenta which called his talfi 
attivitj, in vhicb ho took ao prominent and decid'G^ 
and on which hia reputatioa both for good and evil, ai 
to tbe peculiar views of his friends or csemiea, is pri 
founded- He arrived here (Pbihtd'elphia} in 1774, a 
Dr. Rush stfLtea it na$ in 177'2j tmt be is nndoubta 
taicn in hi« dates, as we have ample means of dete] 
The difficaltica in which this country was inToIved wil 
Britain had commooceiJ, and Dr. FrankUo was in Lend 
the bopoa of some amicable adjustment; but, as tbe 
liocanie more and more fiuat, and the signa of thq 
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contcgt nioro evideiit uid uumkukublc, the Doctor very duu- 
tl\y, anil witLi bia usuuL sagacity, e^lecii^d Fsljoq as a luun 
rery way calculated to reiiJei* importaat services to his 
country in the coniiog etroggle, Willi a eliort letter of rcpoia- 
meodatioD, therefore, be arrived in lUis country, where bis 
desiga appears to have bsea, according to Dr. Bush, to Of 
school for the iostrviction of youDg ladies in several bruLfll 
knovledgc^ wLich at that dmo ^fCl-o gcldcrtn taught in 
Bchooiw of our couotrj. Vale, in Lis Life of Pume, uncEouht- 
^^d!y the best wbiub hxs beea written — :ind to whiub we btand 
^^Kdehted for much anj valuabl'S iiifurmiitioa — awards great 
^^■rcdit to Prankltn, in tliat \i6 Lad the genius to discover 
^^Paiiie'B peculiar tact and talent, and dcaprttch Lim to this 
GOUDtry without oonimitUag himself aa to bis real uiotirea in 
80 doing ; and he jJao very jusl-Iy remarks, '* That tLis coii- 
doct of Franldin, in prefgrring I^;tiqo to hifoself for this im- 
portant object, nrhilst it reflects thegreateHt credit upouI'ainG'a 
^HUtural aUliities, aoqaisttiuosi, and moral rirtucSj redounds all 
^^pi Frtuiklin'g glory; it marks alao the calumiLiators of Vn'mt 
thtjse who huTo attempted to prcBont him to the pablie aa a 
demoraliised, Tul<jarj and lUiterMo mnn, aa base, uopriocipkil 
slanderers, wbnse calumnies aro not the leaa venomous for 
^^■krocccding from reverend persons." 
^^« Paine himaell' dcaerihes hig arrival here, ID the winter 

1774, a few nioutha, as be says, before the buttle of Lexing- 
' ton, which was fought in April, 1775- His first employmcHt 
las wilh Mr. Aitken, n bookseller; and aa editor of the Peuti. 
^Irnnta Magazine, hia iDtroJuL'tioa to that work, dated Jan. 
I, 1775, co-iicludea thua : *' Thua encompassed with diffict 
ia, this first nutober of the FeuoBylvaaiu Magazine enirca 
[iavoarEvble receptioo, of which wo shall only say, that like 
^e early snowdrop, it comes forth in a barren i5aM«i'&..v ■saA. 
_6titcnt3 Itself with foretclUng t\\e TCTi>ai(it >\vi.\. Oa^-e.*" '*'«^'^'^ 
are preparins to appear." "¥ot t\rts;' Yk."^^^ ^^^ ■°*/' j 
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rwcivcd alicut diau liuiiJreil nad twenty-Gvo tlulkrg a year, aiH 
tlint tliQ wurk was well audtniimE hj IVltie ; ttiul bis Song S 
the Death of General WtJfe, anJ. iiis llnfluvtiona on tbe Doafl 
bf LorJ CHtp, gave it n. sudden currency whicli few Torks A 
But kinil have 3iui;e bad in our country." V 

m Meantime Frsokliu bad ajrivcd, and his inteTOOarec aifl 
BDDversatioa witb Vaiue ro^ultod in tbe oBcir to put iuto ha 
Bitads maimals fnr tlie history of tbe times, when FaiuQ 
■oinewhiit BOrprised the philosopher, by ghowiug hiin bis copy 
■f Common Sense, and tba.t ho had anticipated bia defiigns 
pud wishes. Wb have examined, -with fiotiio attention, the 
eflnflicting claims of many individuals as to wbo first troaohed 
thfl doctrine of Amqrieaq Iiide|ieiid*?ioc$. Br- Kush contgnds 
strongly for the merit of the sttgg^stinn ; he it waa, he ^aya, 
who suggeal«d to Mr, PiiiDC the propriety of prpparinf; the 
public mind by means pf entue woik of sufficient length for a 
perpetual BopBratioa from Gr^at Britain; and Faine immedi- 
ately began to prepare hia famous pamphlet in favour of that 
measure. When cnmpleEcd, it wag shown to Dr. Fmnhlin, 
Samuel Adams, and Judge Wilson, and they approving of it, 
it was printed by Kobert Bell, a Seotphmri-n ; and '■" Common 
Sim^e," 8aya Dr. Rush, "burst from the press with an effect 
rbiuh has beei rarely produced by types and paper in any age 
country." 

TVTiether the idea of independence was original with Piiino, 
or thi3 BUggCBtion of some other persoDj it is certain that tbe 
real merit of efficiency, consietgncy, and determinatton of 
purpose, as well as ull tb? qualities and exertions whieh could 
insure biibccss, ninsE nnequivocally be his. At this period, no 
one talked about iciJepeDdeoce; no oae thought about ii, 
Petition Btftei petition hud been presented to the English 
government, but had met with only contemptaoua refusaila and 
rejeetionB, and nothing but anger and deepair ftcemcd to be 
excited in the publiu mind — anger, at the umiai^Ja.^ Vi«a,\.\aOT»*, 



received, and despnir &t lieitig utmble to offer nnj cffeotoiill ra 
Bbit-nnce to oppression. It, vas a gloouiy p^^riiid uf our nutiond 
lii^tory. Painc'B book — Ctunoion Seiiso — Lowever, brcitigfl 
]iglit out of darfence?, and soon produced, wltat bia writiiigs 
Upun all subjects rarely fail fcO produce, fciicb is lilCir luanly, 
honeet, etraightforwarii, and logical character tLoA. temjanoj 
"d change of opinion." The penpk were not prepared, anff 
the greatest complimcot whicli can he pnid to tlie K^rk 
" Common Seas«,'' is the cffVct it so r&pidl; hud npoQ tn 
people ttlio hiid before uo predisposition towards its priiicijileJ 
Paine himnelf aajg, in Oriiilgj No. III. : I 

"lai^ependtiDce wm a doctrine scnrce and mrc awcn loTrnrds 
tbe tontilusioti of the yonr 1775, AIL our pulltics bad lieei 
founded on the hope or expectation of making tho nuttQi' uM 
— a hope which, though general on the side of America, hafl 
n&ver entered the head or heart of the British Coart" Ag.tn 
ID Criais, No. VIT, he snys: "I foand the diapoaitian of Hm 
people anth that they might have been led by s. thread unT 
governed by a reed. Their attachment to Britain was obati- 
nate, and it woh at that tima a kind of trcaBoa to speak 
inst it." 

E?en Oheetham, who wrote so much la opposition to Paino, 
and was bis most decided and virulent enemy, 'n compelled 
Bay: 

"This pamphlet, of forty octayo pages, holding oiit relief 
by propuaing independence to an oppressed and di'ppairiMg 
people, wLis published in January, 1T7U, speaking a Ungna^p 
whiuh tbo colonists had fcH, but not tLouabb of . Its pop 
larity, terrible ia its consequences to the parent country, w. 
unexampled in the history of tbo press." At first, involving 
tliu oolonieta, it waa thought, iu the crime of rebellion, and 
pointing to a road leading ineviljtbly to ruin, it whb read.<K\^ 
iuJtguatiun and aluriu ; but when tUe Taaiwi l^is^ c^cr^c^l 
it, recovering the first ebocV") tcv«.T^iac4"'i'^i''^\'^"*-^^S*^'^'^ 
_4* A 
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nourialiing Lis fceliuga^ ami appealitig to bis pride, rDfLn5->-wj ' 
liis hopfcs, and satisfied his uoJcTalamJiug, that "Go»^^, 
S^me," botikud by the resources and force of the coi^jnu 
poor and foeblo as Ibej were, could alone rescue iUaiu 
the unqualified oppression witli wliicb tliej were tbreate 
Tbe unknown Buthor, itl tbe motnente of euibusiuBin w 
succeeded, was an an^el sent from heaven to sare from all t 
horrors of slavery, bj bia timoly, powerful, aud uuorri^^ 
ODUEiscIs, a fuilbful but abused, a Israve bat misrepresi^a 
peoplu. 

It 19 thus wfl ovte our independence, as a nation, vitb mi 
of the Buct'ess wbieb baa attended our rcsistajice to tyranny 
and opprfiaaioii, perbapa eveo our present national prnaperily 
sad grcaLQeas, to Puine's zcajj enterprise, talents, and devotioa 
to liborty. Tbe people, ■whea he produced bis Common Scubb, 
were not prepared, nor did thej comprebeud, tbe notions and 
iSoctt-ines tie inculcated^ tbey read first from curioslly oulj-f 
and thiiQ thoy soon became convincoJ of the aoundneaa of bia 
opinioas. Thus be may bo said to have produced the cventa 
he desired, by jnocvlatiug tbe entire people with the desirs 
of indopen deuce- 

There was also another feature, in reference to Paine's Ht©. 
rary kbourn, no less bo-iiourablc and praisewortby than tUosB 
irhieb dictated tbe priuciplea be so ably advocated, anil timt 
wasj Uie entire disinterested aess iA)d freedom from all laer- 
ccnary luotivea. Although tbe snccess of this work iras eu<jb 
that be tuight have justly made a large and independent fortune 
from tbe profits of tbe aalc, yet he attempted nothing of tho 
Idud, but generously gave up tbe copyright to every stata in 
the Tiiion. 

Lula surprising, bo mucli h4je wc boijogred, rewarded, safl 
aluioet ovcrivht'lm<?d with adulation cmr reFobitiunary heroes 
BUd statesmen, tbnt Piiinr, who eertjiinly rendered ua greulAr 
lud mors important scrviiea than mo»t uf iV^eim, &&>i 'vv^ \uat 
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infurior ia tbe most distiiigiiisUpd in zeal, dovntmn, ami elB 
cii>u.t ue^jistancc to the l-iiuss, llmt bis nii^'rits. autl iiiTuliubl 
8urv(o«& ehuuld be so little approuuited. Tliis clu«ii tiut spen 
well for our si'nse of justiup, uor our militinul gritliliuK', nor 
Unit becoming respect nnd uSection nliitb i^ liia ri^'liiful due. 
^*B ilfi not know &a iti^tatici^ of rcallj disinten^l^ti cnnduafl 
"nliicii csti be placed upoa a par with thai of hh in rpfi-rcnd 
iu ihc pubHcalioQ of bis potitJcul works in geiti'ral, or tliut ol 
Coiuiiiou ^'ja^e !□ particular. His liU'rulityaad eousciuntioiB 
disuharge of liia duty, extondtid to nil i>f lila SGrviueublti v/Ttm 
iiigs, us be wag accuf^tomcd to call tlicm. "Wbcn I hr'ioM 
out my poeik'iil ^tid anecJoliral works/' lie would say, " wbich 
ivill be lilllo butter than a.musiu^', I shall svU them; but I 
uiii^t biivQ no guiD Id view, niuht moke no traffic of my po- 
I'lica] aoil tlieologitial wrilingaj thej are with mo milfer uf 
priticiplc, and not matter of Dioiicy j I ■cannot Jcsire tn derive 
benefit fro'in them, or mate them the subject to attain itJ 
And, Iwcoty-seven years after the publication of " Comm 
Setisc," be says, ia ieferen«Q to bis " Rijjhta of Man," an' 
" Age of Reason," — -the one cf which was publisbed in Bny- 
laud, ia 1791 and 170'2j and the otiigr iu Paris, iu 170o — 
"1 reliuquiali to tlie peopte of Ecigland all profit, Da I had 
dou6 to llioae of Amcri<!a, from the work. My reward existed 
iu the iLtEibitioni of doing good, and iu the iodcpcudcut bappL 
□OSS of my own mind. In my pahlic^tions 1 follow the ru! 
T began ; that is, to coasult with nobcidyj nor let nuybody §ei 
what I writd till it appears publicly; wpto I to do otherwiso^' 
tbe oasa wonld he that, between tbe timidity of some who are 
so afraid of doing wrong that thfly never do right, the puny 
judgment of others, nud the despicable craft of proforriu 
expedient to right, ail if tba^orldwcre a set of babi^S 
K>ading-slring3, I shr^uld got forwurd with ■nothing." 

'* My puth iri a right lint;, aa atraiijUt ftT\\ tVtas \a ^a.^! 
ray of li^bt, The boldneea (\t tUej V'Ki. Vw^ -A- w&^ "** 
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which I Bpcat on any sulijrct, is a compliment to tlie jic 
I addrcEs; it is like aajidg to him, 1 Crmt jou :ia a umn, and 
not aa a child. M^ith respect to hd^ worldly objcgt, as it is 
impusstblc to discover any in me, therefore wh.xt I Jo, and nij 
manner of doing it, ought to be ascribed to a gflod niolivd, 
la a great affair, where Lho good of man h at stalie, I love liC 
work for nothing; and ea fully am I under the influence uf 
thja principlo, ihut 1 lo^e the spirit, th^ plcaj^urc, and tho 
pride of it, were 1 codbcIoqs tb:it I logJccd for ruward." 

la the coarse of the year 1773, Puinc aL-compjinieil tlifl 
army with Gi?ncral Washington, and was with him in hit 
retreat from lludson river to Dekwar<: river. At lliia pe- 
riod, our author stood undismayed amid & Hyin^' Coi^rei^ 
aad the gcacritl terror of the couQtry, Y«t he euatiuaed 
to boldly assert, that tho Amencaiis were in possession of 
rcsonrciss sufficient to authorize hope, and he diiij^i^ntly labouN 
ed to im^pire othcra with the same seutimenta which anitunlej 
hirnsiilf "Ilia pen," says Chatham, "was an appfindage (0 
the army of ind'^ipcu deuce as Deceiiiiiiry and formidable as its 
canaoD." Indepondence was declared by Congress on the 4til 
July, 1776 — mainly the result of the pablin^atEon of " CoiniQOO 
BcHse/' On the 10th December was firat iasucJ " The CriMS," 
wheroio, with a masterly hsind, he etati^d every reason for 
"hopcj" and csarained all the motives for approhensluu, This 
work, was conticLUbd at vanoua iuteivals, atid the Iiti^t number* 
appeared on tho 19th April, 17H3— the saiae day a CeestLtioB 
of hoHlilities was procJaiiutid. 

Iq l777f Confess unanimously, ond unknown to Mr. Pnin«, 
iippoiiit(>d him Secretory in the foreign department, 'i"Li( 
office obliged him to reside willi Congress, wherever it Uttii, 
or bwwever it was situated, and h« deserved the highest prarae 
for the clearness, firmness "'^ jftugiiunimily vf his conduct. 
His uprif^htneas, and entire fihiesa far his nffice, dJd not, 
however, ptetcnt intrigue, or dcfuat cabal. A ditTeicQcti buD* 



foinentfld boLween Cangre^s and him, in relatioa to ono of their 
CammiaaioDcra in Euiopi}, bs ro:jigned his Becretarjship on 
the 8th of Janoary, ll^^i', and deelio'ed, at the name timOi 
pecuniary oSers made him by the mioifters of France and 
Spain — Sr, Gerard, and Diid Juan Mirallea. It would bo 
iedioas to eotor into a detail of the pmrticulars of thid affair ; 
tlio party junto opposed to bim, accused him of some defect 
of official or tcchaical duty; bub aa its object was to prevent 
Doane's fcaudulent claim from being paid, be was coasiidere<i 
aa desetTing the approbation of the country, although be w 
conaiired hy this party for hia integrity. 

In October, 1780, vtus publiahfld by him, in Philadelphia, 
a Crisis estraordianry, btitig a, long diaoussion oa tiLS.es. At 
this time the army waa cunaiderELbly dcprcsBed for want of 
pecuniary ueaus; hut he treats their difficultioa as of a tem- 
porary characterj wbiah a little priratioo and perseverance 
would remove.* Other ine:ana, mainly by the instigation of 
Paiiie, wore adoptLHl by Congreaa, and 5t waa proposed that a 
loan, or subsidy, should be mgi^tiaiod with France. In pm - _ 
Buance ^ ibia plan, Colond Laurens, acoompauied by Painf^^H 
proceeded to Paris. J!bey sailed in February, 1781, and bui^^^ 
cccded in obtaining six milliona of livres, as a present, and 
ten millions, as a loan, with which they safely arrived at Bob- 
toiPiu August, having under their charge two millioQs and a 
*fca]f in silver, and a ahip and brig laden with clotbiag and 
military stOrcB. Mr. Paine, ulsO, previoaa to bia going to 
France, when the publie finances were in their worst state, 
and Wasliiogton feared the immediate dissolation of the army, 
for nant of pay and u&ccsaariea, began and headed a subscrip- 
tiou with &ve huudrad dollars, all the uioQcy he could raise; 
this incrciBed to tlio large amoujit of fifletia hundred thousand 
dollars, wliif^U supplied the imimliate dbtrcsaea of goTernmont, 
and oaabli3d Washington to carry into tSaa^, ^e. "^-iTi ^a 'w^'Vi^^- 
paas and sabdua Cornffiallia, aiid tVua VjftTBiv\3.ai^A "Ciift^^t 
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Wc might puraae the higtory of bia invaluaLtc servicer ^^ 
deviit'iou to the <:ause of our couutry iiiucli f^Lrtiiur, cLj^-y 
the briff apace to vbich we are necessarily limited ^ar, 
Yet, it is a melsnclioly fact notwithstanding, wg hare 
mittcd a bigotod pric9t!i{)Dd so to overrule und control 
minds and JudginQata, ihat so far ^oni holding bim in 
grateful remeTnbranco wbjob js bo juatlj tia due, tbe 
majority of Cbristians, with Bco-rcely 006 single exccp' 
htive cost out bia nume as evvl, and s<carcely name him but ^ 
the subject of repmach or ealuniny. We have, howeve^ 
oae single exception, all we kuon or ever hoard of, so remark- 
able for it§ d.eaire of speaking justly and truly ooDceming Liin, 
tiad more remark alild etill, from its being the producCioD of a 
ministetwho had been lecturing tLgalnat infidelity. Wc give it 
place &8 highly Konourablfl to the writer, who waa the authiw 
.of a poem entitled "Pleasures of Poverty." The extract ia 
from a note appendc'd, and the writer — SoLOJtON SuUTH- 
WICK- , ^ 

"No page in history, ettL^pad as it ia with treachery and 
fitlsehood, or ftoid'blooded indifference to right or wrong, exhi- 
bits a. more disgrae&ful instaneo of public iograCituilc thau that 
whicli Thamaa Paine es pcriGnccdj from an age aud coiititr^ 
which he had so faithfully served. As the TiotocboB of the 
Revolution, and it is no exaggeration to Btjlc liiin such, WB 
owe everlasting gratitude to bia name and memory, Why* 
then, was he Buffered to sink into the most wretched poverty 
and obscurity, after haviug in both hctuisphcrcs so signally 
distinguished himself as the friend of liberty and mankind f 
Was his religion, or wsint of religion, the real or atfected 
cause? Did not th'ose who fosred his talents, make Lis raU- 
giod a pretext not only to tre^^im with cold neglect, bat (o' 
strip him, if posaiblc, of tiveryli^rel he bad won in the polj. 
tical fiidd, as the brJUiaut, aiidauutcil, and sueceitsful advoeatfl 
pf fre^ifgiij? As to bis religion, ot no xti\ii^wQ»Q<i4. akna 



must te tlie juiif^Q and arbiler of th.it,. No buiiiau being — 
DO Iximuu tributtui, cau cLiiui ii right ovcu to ccuEure him for 
it, much less to make iL the pretext for defrauding Itim, either 
lu life or death, of tlie reward duo to Iiis patriotisui, or Jhe 
legitimstn fame tif bis exertions in iho cause of suiTuring 
humanity. Had TliomaB PaJuo heen guilty of any crime, wa 
sLoald he tLe lust to eulogize his memory. But we cannot 
fiad (iii ever was guilty of any olh«r €rime than that of adTsnc* 
ing his opinions freelj upnn a]l eutjccts comiecLcd with public 
Jiherty and happiuesa. If ho erred in any of hia opintonaj 
since wo l^now that Ilis iuteutioaa wgtq pure, wo are bouud to 
cover hH errorH with the mactlc of charity. We ciianot say 
here qo-tiiat we would ffiah to say. A brief note is insuffieicnt, 
and this Dote must necessarily bo too brief to do juatice to 80 
iiuportatit a Bubjec^t. We may, however, Hufely affirm that 
Pu.irie'3 coiidut;! iu Amerlea was thai of a real patriot 

" In tho Preach Onnventiou, he displayed the same pure aod 
disiotcrosted spirit; there, Lis humanity shoqe fwth ia bti 
cxt-rtiona lo ssive, at the risk of bis own Ufii, the unfortunate 
Louis XVI, from the scaffold. Ilia Llfc, it ia tniej was writ- 
ton by a tninisterial hirding, who strove in vain to bhu^kea 
hia moriil i^burauter. The lute James Checlham, likewise, 
wrote bis Lifu; and we have no hesitatiuu in saying, that we 
knew purfcctiy well afc the time the motives of that aulJior 
for writing and publishing a work which, we havo every rea- 
son to believe, is a libel almost from heginning to end, Ir 
fact, Chectham had become tired of this eountry, and ha d 
formtid a plan to return to England, and become a niioisterial^H 
editor, in oppos-ition to Wra, Cobbett, and his Life of Paine^^ 
WHS written to pave bis way Wk ngsiin. We therefore pre- 
sume that ho acted upim, the priuctple that the cud juatifioe 
the ro'caas, Ucsidca, we heiieT9»tbat he Lad totally changed 
liis polilieat principles frorn'ooiivietion, aud feVt 'Ja.'i. ^aiosi 
against everything repubUkm l\ia.\,'^et3A'\K^<5ifc^^^^'si <E«i>ec^- 



thing tbat belonged (o mnnnrcKy or aristocrafly ; and hem 
the more easUy led to licliovc ia tho citluiuDieB prom 
B^iost Pains, to whose memory we feel bouod, b^ tna 
jasH«e alqne, to pay the fuuble tribute this note coi 
Had Thomas l*a,iiie beeo & Grema Or llomria patriot ia 
ttmea, and iherformed tbe same publio servicea as he d 
this country, he would haye hail tbe honour of an Apotl 
Tbe FaalheOQ would have been opened to Lim, and we G 
Bt tbU day regard his memory with the same veaeratioi 
we da that of Socratea aad Cicero. Eat posteritywill d 
JTisticQ. Time, that deatroya envy and estab!is5ies truth 
clothe his obaractcr ia the bablliuiGTiLa that juetly bclo 
it. lu faat, at tbiiS niomcDt, tbe ooe-ljalf or more <4 
Knglaad, where be has b'eca tb« most abused on aceouat 
religion, bare adopted a cre-ed so taiinh resembling his, tha 
have not tbe same ground as formerly to quarrel with hj 
jnory on that ftccount. In the meaa tiuie wo ciinnot resi 
dlEpoaitlon to say, that ia auS'cring the tomb o£ the aati 
Common Scpse, Th« Crisis, and the HighU of Man^ 
peglectod io the first place; and secondly, in permittini 
be violated, and his Lonea shipped off to a foreign coi 
contrary to all the kwa of decency and civiUzatiooj we 
added nothing to the justice or dignity of our natioua 
rafller; aad we shall rejoice if impartial history tax 
with a grosa departure from both." 

Snob 13 tbe testimony whiieh one toncBt and disintei 
Christian professor, and laorQ Furpriatng EttU, a CUi 
minister, bears to tbe cbsracter and eervices of Paioe. 
however, applies principally to his revolutionary lab 
merit uf which, although many, indeed the greater po 
the Chrialiun community attempt to obacnre, they 
they dare not absolutely deny- We have hitherto confiF 
jieJres to hie poVUioiil character ; and i£ »,\iis-was\i\i « 
io greatness and d/sfinction, wc bave xeVateii saffi^ACT*. 
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Tsn "Lis rppufntimi on tlie very higlitst [imnnclD of IV Icmp3e 
fiiRie. lint it is nnt so much on liiB |i'}IitieRl sagJicify piid 
jitj, or even on the erumcot servicea lie has rcndfrod tl: 
tioBj escee^iD^ JD I'atriiiBio vakie, as wc vcrily telJcve, 
€f Ilia €o-kboartir8 and colempiirarie?, tliat wo relyj we thin 
he has greater claims than evca thcne to greatness, und the 
]qvc and TCDcmliou of jDankinJ ; aaii it Ib bccaase these nicrita 
Lave been in a gfefit me-FiHiue ovcriookcd, or not appreciatcci, 
tliiit we close his revolutionary caret^r aomcwliat alvniprly, and 
leave autold many dr^^utuEtuncus and ^etnils which ore im- 
poit&nt, and vould tend greatly io uJd, tf poEsiblc^ to our 
respect for his character, -wcte we not compeHedj however 
reluotantljj to foTPgo their narration. 
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Kp\$, AOul, a.Dd support, fe^jling his exerdoaa no longer rei^uj^H 
te hero, he eraharbci far France, and arrived at Paris car^^l 



^H After the eatabliahment of the independence of the Utvl 



tatea of Aineri«a, of the vigoroaa and aucceasful esertiuna 
attain wliiuh glorious r-bjcot he had been the animating pria- 
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lu 1787, mrryiog with him hia fame as a literary man, au 
acut« philu£Opher, and a profound politician. He presented 
tLe Academy of ijcienoca tlio model of a bridge which ho 
ented, tho principle of whicih is that on which moat of tho 
Ttod hrid^es have been constructed, and whiuh hag boon since 
so higbly cckbrtited and appiuved. After remaiuing ia Parity 
a fthort time, be left for Ko'gland, where Lg arrivGtl on the Bd I 
of SiiptcBiher, jast thirteen years after hia departure for Phi- ' 
ladclphia, He thca hafltcned to Thetford, to visit hia mother, 
on whom he had eettlcd a comfortahle alEuwancej sufficient to 
maintuia her, bat of wbivh she was some tiuiB after deprived j 
by the baukruptfy of the merchant ia whom the trust waa 
vested, I 

Tho puMieation of BurWa'Rctctt^Aftva ^-i^-^^tsc^^'^'H 
hiioa prodaced, in reply fiora. ^Vv. ■V?.«wfe,V\'i 'ff^-' 
svUjr known, and justly ccV^i\)rft.^.^ii "w^V '-'■^^'^^s 
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xxvi rns i.:ve or iikimas vmsi. 

This book maJe its opjicarancc m Tiondnii, in Fi'hmfirj', 
and many liimJreil tliou,«;nd copies wt're lapiJIy fiuM. 
the first appeimiBce of the KiglitH of Man/' enys Mr. Vfc.^, 
the Tuioistry of Bngland " saw that it iDcuIcnted truths wIii <™^1 
ih-sy could not coDlrovertj and that its principles were t Aa 
rcrerse of the exialiug syatfim of government; they th^rof 
judged that the most politic tnelhod woald be to treat 
work ^th contempt, to represent It us ci fuolUh iiud iusigDiS- 
cant performance, uoiroriby of the notice and undescrvrng the 
attention of the puliiic." This mode of treatment proTi^ 
inefficiic^iouE, aa also a. project to buy op the wtirls, ihey det 
mined to puuisb tbe author aud pulill^ibor. Tlio publisher, 
Mr. Jordan, compromised the affur with^tbc S'dicitor flif 
treasury, and after giving up the doctuneWa in hi» posawsij 
prosecution wa^ eommeTiccd against the author on the 21 
of May, !7!t:i. Paine was, wboti this proseeulion was 
cnuteui plated, in 1791, in Paris, and be returned to Lflnd 
13th of Juljj with the view of meeling tbe proceedings wlij 
be expected to hii iuetituted against him. He was at Pariaj 
ihii' timo of the flight t>f fhe king, atid alao on bis returu. 
Marqui.a La Fayette eatne into bis bed-room one nioruii 
before he had risen, and announced the flight, saying, '<' 
bird? are tiowu /* to which Paine rej:>liod, " 'Tis weJl ; thr. 
lljcre will be no iittcrapt to reeull ihiim." Tt dooB not apj 
tLut any very decided steps were tid^en by the English go%*i 
nient until the next year, 1702^ when it was Mr. TaiM 
intention to have defended himself personal])', but circni 
Btitticoa, whieh ocenrrcd about two montha ptcvious to 
irisl, compelled Wis return to France. The department 
Calais had eluded biin aa their representative in the Freu; 
National ConvL'nlii.m. He protei'dL'd tm Dover, wilIi the inl 
tioH uf aaiilng (or Calais, and nfVer fspi-ricneing some difgrm 
ful treatment from rl>a gnvrrnmenl authorities, and wt<!l ni| 
cscojiing arrest, as an ordtr lo diftaiu bim arrived only twet 
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xuioates nft^r his. (departure, he sueceeclfid ia reacliiiig t 
Opjjuailc uoast at CuLiIm, wlier<i Ins rccopTloa vnta ua Qnliuti'. 
and eiilLuslitstic as at Doror it bud been mcua and di^Ksp' 
ful. Jlr, IVitio w(i& likewise elected aa tkjiuty for Abbeville, 
Beau-vaia, n-itil YeT^ailleJS, as well aa tbe Oep^tipeijt of Culuis, 
but Ibis distiQatioq having bcOQ first awaidi^ii blin b; Calsia, 
ho preferred beiug tbeif represeotative. On lLl road to Paris, 
for the purpose uf tuTting bia sejit oa n iiiember of the Na- 
tional Asseiubly, he received Qiuch aLtentioa, and was, on bia 
arrival in Piiris, appoiated a member of the fiommillee for 
framing the now const imtion. Moati time the trial of Mr. 
Paine cauie on in Loudon, at Guildhall, bafiire Lord Kenynn, 
sjid a vcrditt of (,niiLty followed, alinodt. as a mutter of uourae. 
Mr- Erskiue, aftiirff.T.rds Lord Erskine, was bia oounsel, and 
addrcssi^d the court iu a spac-cb of some houra. Mr, J*aiiia 
rcraiirked, (in r^uJIag the rc'pyrt of the trial, that Krskino 
made a very gaud speech for binisolf, but tbat it was a very 
poor dofvoco of (bo "lligbts of Man." A uumbur of 
Bona were also fiueJ ami imprisoned for selling the W' 
Meiin time, in tbe Couvflntion u-t Panaj a strong purty hni 
gained tlie adwndimey wEio conttinded that IjimiB the IStli 
should bt: put io death, and Fuiue opposi^d thu execution of 
tbii kiriy in the luQst resoluLc and determined niatitier, con- 
tcading "that ibe sentence, instead of an act of juatiee, wo 
appear to nil the world, and particularly to tbdr allies, 
Aniericuti stutes, us an act of vengeanee," The proecedin 
at the OuTivciition assumed a darker and sterner character, 
but lillle in uni&on with Mr. Paine's feelings and jadgmflnt, 
*' I went," says be, " but little to the Convention, and then 
only to luiLko uiy appearance; beoause I found it impoBsibls 
to juiu in tlieir tri-'menJous dccreeSj and useless and daogcroue 
to oppose liiuin. M^ having voleJ and spoken extensively 
more than any other member against the eseeulioa ot 'A«i^'t3asi5fev 
had alrwiily lixcd a mark lipou me', ■at\OQ.»it ^t-iJi-oSi.^ ^^ 'i^ 
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could be done by ■wntil 
and no printer dar«d to print; and wliatev&r I iniglit Iiav^ 
vrittcn for nij private amusemeot, us anecjotee of the times, 
would liavo been conlinually exposed (olje e^amine^^, aaJ tor- 
tared lato noy mcaaiag tbiiC tfie rnge uf party tuigtit tix upon 
it; rdJ as to Bofter siibJ€ct?j niy licart was in distress at tlie 
fate of my friends, and my harp wag hung upon tilt wecpiog 
willows." 

Mr. Paiae's genlle and conciliatory manncra a.nd oondi 
liud long iLverted a catnstroplie wbiiih aeomed tbc naluroT 
reawh of his precarioas poaicioti, but he -was nevcrtlic-lcsr* ei 
poaed to conaiderable danger. The first iittack was an act 
tlae Convention which decreed that all persona iq Fraow, lie 
in England, sbould be arrested and imprisoaed. Mr, Paii 
howcvefj boihg a member of ibe Ooiivisntion, aod be;miig 
title of "CitiEen of Fmnec/' escaped for tbo time, but whs 
a motion was made by Hourdon de rOise for espelling foroi^ 
era from the CoBvention, »n upplicatJon waa made to tbe ti 
coEcimitteea of " PaHic Safety," of which Robespierre 
the dictator, and lie waa forthwith arrested under tbe d« 
for imprisoning pernone bom in England. The 5!S. of b| 
"Age of Eoason," First Part, lio placed in the hanila of Jc 
Barlow- He appeared to regard it, and jusily 80, as hie m^ 
iinpottaot Work. He wished it to bc' ii legacy tn raank? 
but the procarioug state of a^air^ in France, and iha unci 
tain tcnaro by wliicli the «K>st distioguislied and disinterest 
patriots and friends of humanity held their lives at tbia lit 
in France, admitled no favthor delny. Mr. Paine had nl 
finished his book six hours before he wa.s arresteJ, and he njj 
in almost daily Ps:pectation of lieing sent tn the giiiUotinc: 
tbat bla efaeenty imd truth cannot \ie dSs.^»i*.ei„ M.e 
^e oiroaniBtaDcea tliat have uow talte^ T?"^'"*'"^^^^'^^ 



the total nlwilitinn of t.he wliole italinnul orJcr of pnestliond, 
aad yf iwurythin^ pertaining to coiupuli^ivi! Hystems of n:ligion^ 
aud compDlgiTQ urtJules of faith, bus not oa\j preci pita Led :fl 
atonlion, but rendered a work of tbis kind csceedjnglj ueoefr* 
irj, lost, in the gcoeral wreck of superstition, of fmlse sys- 
BiBs of govcrnm-ent, and falao theology, we lose sight dl 
loraliCy, of humauiij, iind of tde theology that is true." H 
AVhea !Mr. FaiiJO had beiL'n ia prisoD ubuut ibreu W04;Its, tfl 
Lmcricans, restdia^ in Paris, iu a body demanded of the ConvflM 
ion the release of their fellow-citizen. Thflir request was rcfiiaeH 
aud ia a few da}'a uU comujuTii cation was interdicied l]ctwc^| 
^^Bhe prisuQ^rs and their friends on tiic outside, with(.^ut an cspe- 
^^Hsal order, which could very rarely or nevct be obtaiued. I^^ 
^^■lis glootny A-nd luiaenible eonditian, Mr. Faibe 6o£itiDUfid tM 
• BIX moDt]i» with Bcuroely a ray of hope, or the fainte&t expeo- 

tation of escap'ing the fate of many of hia friends, who weca 

^HbQ dnily viulima of the Keign of Terror. He pussed his Bdl 

^^^nd dreary hours as well aa Le was able, by writing mai^ 

ligbtj fugitive, fancy pieces^ in verae and proac, and also in 

the Second Part of the Age of Reason. "When he had b(^u 

^^^priaoned abuut eight muuths, he was sclztid with a vialent 

^^Kv^r, which Rjade him iuseosible for 07&1 a montli; aad 

^^although he felt tli« eft'ecta of the attack ever afterward, it 13 

by BO moans improbable that it waa the means of saving hia 

lifQ nt the time, as the fall of Robespierre 'was tlic first thiag 

bo heani of at hig rocoTery. He did oot immediately regi 

b is liberty, but upon memorializing Mr. SlonroCf the Anieric 

^^Kiniater, who, howover, had received no instruclioue from tho 

^^Bnitcd Statics gorernmunt conccmiug biuj, he eventually ob- 

^^ftiued hiti release on tlie 4lh of November, 1704, after being 

' nliufjst a ypar ia cotitinement. Mr. Muuroe kvaiJA.-^ '■lOT'As^ 

^J^im to Ilia liouae, where ho rtmamti. S,fiT vlvivw*- "sv^f**^^"^ 

mmtwtiis. Tbediscvlplhu oE ViaaVvufl.tVaa-wV^sXS^'^'*^^ 

^ais very aarrovf oacape from t\i»i a<iB.?it)\i»"w'^ ^^ TM«a 

^— ■^* . fl 
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to Iho read<:i'a, II h an oxiraot frfirii n\n> of lila Ittters, 
BcriptivG oi liic i.-irc)ii[i:stjiiicc3, to u iViuud : 

"I was onu ut ths niaa ineiuburs tbiit coiupused tliu llrst 
coniimitteo of eniiBtituliou. Six of tliciii have been JcaUvyoJ j 
Sicje&iind uij!5t:lf liuvesarVivcid — lie, hy beiidin^witL tlie Umcs, 
and I, bjuoL Ijun'Jing. Tlic oLIkt survivors joined KobcRpierre, 
ain3 si^jui;d witli Liui tUe w^rnirjt for my mTeat. After tlie 
fiJl of Itulicspiorre, he wjia atized mid iiiiprisuncJ. iJi Ilia turn, 
QniJ sLDl.ci;t;ed to Irjiisportiilioii. He has since aprtlogix<;J to 
mo fur bavicig signed llic wjirruut, b}' suj'iu^ he vma ia 
ger, and was obliged to do it. 

" Heraiilt Seclicllcaj an iLc^uiiJnltancc of Mr. JcfFL^raiin, ant 
good jHLtriot., was my s\qt[iluint as s member of tiie commitl 
of Qousiitutlou; tbat is, Le was to sopply my place, if I 
not accepted, or bad resigned,, bciiifj niist in number of vo? 
to me. Ho was imprisgaed io tlie LtfSfiobourg witU ni(>, was 
talteD to the tribun-Lil and the guillotine, aud I, lils priuciiMiL 
1I&& left. 

"IKerc were but two foreigners in tho ConventioDj 
charsis Clools and uijaclf, AVe were botb put oat of tlifi 
Couvflalioa by the eamc vote, arreateJ by the same order, aud 
carri(!il to pri^aoa together tlie same oight. He waa taken to 
tlie guillotino, and I was again left. Joel Barlow was 
us w1h:ii we weut to priaon. 

'■ Joseph LcboD, one of tbe vilest characters that ever csisU 
ed, aud who made the streets of Afroa run wilh blood, was my 
Boppliant as mi^mbcr of the Convention for the department of 
Iho Pas do Ciilaia. Wlien I was put out of the ConvuntioBj he 
camu and look my plai*. Whea I was libcraEed from prison, 
anU voted iigain iato the (Jouve&tioii, he was sect to the Ramo 
priBOD, and luuk my [iluta I ho re, aud he w«at to the ^'utllotine 
idstead of mc, llo 5ijp[dii'd iiiy |ihn:e all through., ttue h« 
dred and eisty-cight persons were Taken o'a^. ot ^Vft Vavs 
"^Jirff ia ODo nighty and o»c Uuudcei »«4 *«^^? ^ 
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^lUotliiuJ tliQ nesl da^j yf Bliinih I wns ti> Ihlvo "bneu OQO; 
but ni^ escape is curious, and has uU tllS n^fctiiancu of 
dont. 

" Tie room ia whit-E I was lodged was on tlie ground fl 
and one of a long range of rooms uudor u gulhty, and ibe 
door of it' opened outward, nnd tht against tba wall] bo ihat 
wlicQ it was open the juside of tb,e door appeared outward, 
and tlie conLrarj wbeu it was sEiut. I ba,d tLtci? coinrmlesi 
follow-prUotiers witii mo, Jo^cpli ViiolmtL, of Unices , siuco 
preriidcQt of tEio muoicipulily of that towii, Jlioliaol UwMds, 
and Bastina of Louvaiii. 

''lYheo persoTiS hy gootea and bundrcda were to ho token 
out of priaon for the guillotine, it ivas alwiij's doni! in tbo 
niglitj and tlioscwho performed that office tad a private Miurk 
or signal by wlucjli th-ey knew what rooms to go to, and what 
persons to tatt;. Vt's, us I have said, were four, and llie diior 
of oar room was marked, unobsurved hy us, with tlint uuuibi^r 
In cLalk ; but it iiappeni; J ttiat tba mark was pnt on wliua tlifl 
iloop waa open and CiLt agiiindt tbci wall, and thereby caaic on 
tLo iusiiln when wc hhat, it at nigbt, and thu destroying angel 
passed by it, A few diiya after tbia Robespierre fellj and tlio 
American ambassador arrived, roqlaimed me, and invited ini3 
to bia !iou!ic. 

"During ibe wholo of ray iropriaonnient., prior to the fait 
of Hubcspierro, there was no time when I could tHiink tuy life 
worlU twetity-four boors, find my mind was made up ty nivefc 
its fatP. Tift Aiiitn'ioaoa in Faria wtnt in a body to ibc Coa-i 
Toofion to reclaim me, but without auceees, There iraa 
party nuintig fbeni with respL'ct to me, My only bnptt, th^ 
ri'Btf J on the government of Ainenea, ihat it would remember 
me. But till! icy lieurt of incralitudc, m -wVaS-Ksct "^.al5^^. " 
nmy he pljiocd, Imt iitUhi-r fc^Wrig, wrt &tTis« mS. Vo^''™^- ^ 
Joiier uf Mr. .ri^fllTaon has sovrci U> -wv^t vi.'«'»"3 '^'''^ t-^V^^^ 
cud Joov jusiicc to ihc mass ol<\io tco^'^*^ ^"^ Nsatt-Bja- 
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sir, Painc, after loaviog ilie bnuae nf lliii Amerit-an 
ter, lodged nt M. UonvilloV, asaoeiatiiig witli the great 
of Llie day, Contlorcot, VolMcy, Blurcior, Itai'low, Ac , itc, naij 
sometimes ditung with Ilwnnpurtc and Lip gfticruls. " When 
Bonapiirle roturncJ from luily, lie called on Mr. Paliio, and 
invited him to dinucr, nad iu llic course of a. nipturous ad- 
dress to liim, dedartd that a statue of gold ougbt to bo erected 
tp- him in flverj citj in the uiiiverse, assuriDg hjin Lliit Le 
always slept Trlth bia boob^ Hi^'Iits of iMau, under big pillow^ 
and Doujurcd liiiti to honour him ^vitli lii^ coiTtifpoii deuce and 
advice," Jlr. TaJDe also amused himsejf wilh bridge and ship 
modclliTig, and in pursuing his favounte stbdicg, mutbenialics 
and natural pbilosopby. " Tbes-e aiod'ols," saya n corrcspundent 
of that lime, "exhibit an extrflflrdiuary degree not only of 
ekiU, iDut of taste id mct:linuics, iiad &re wrought witli cstreme 
dalicacj oatirGly by hii^ uwu hnnds. Th+! liirgest of ihese, the 
model of n bridge, ig neafly four f*et in height; the jroo 
•worlOf the chaiusj and evciy other nrticle belonging to it, were 
forged tiud inanufActurt;d by blaiaQlf. It is iuteuded as the 
model of a briJgi'^ to bo qonstracted across the Ddawsre, ex- 
tending four huudicd and eighty feet, with only oae arct. 
The other for a narrower tU'ttt, and is likewise a single orcL, 
jiiid of his own worimanship, excepting the chains, which wera 
put Hint of paBtub'iardj by a lady. He wiis offured three iLoii- 
eand pounds for tlie models, anj refused it. He also forged 
Uiu model of a crane, of eonsiJiurable merit." Mr. Clim Uich- 
man, who supplied the iitorc inforiiiitljon in rpgajd to tho 
pursuits of Mr. Fuiuc, stutcs tiiat during; this litnc ho alua 
publiaiied bis " Dissertation on Fiist Prinuijjlus of Oovern- 
mont," "Essay on rioaace," hja First and HPtuniJ Tarts off 
tW "AgL' of UiMson," his Letter toWashin^lon. Iii» Aildrcss 
to the Thcoplii!,itithrr'pirtd, Letter to KrsViijc, &a\, k^. tl% 
Jmj 1/G0O much ceOauri'J by some fi>c V\a VeUot Xa'ViaAVvki 
iiin; itut when it is coasiJcroil lUc Inl't^cnituas cVv 






WnPhtngton as lo Lia gyfoly in the oioiDenta r.f cstrcmc pcrfl 
ami tliisj n-otwillistaaJiiig ibe liigh njiijii'm whic^i lie prot'ossM 
^H entertain of liis aorvieos in bchiilf of American indepenfl 
MdC, we must admit that General Wasliington'a ttcliavioui^ 
in lEiia iustiiiii-[?, rLiflwsta no lionoar OQ his fhumdor. We Ijave, 
Lowovor, a clue to the wbok matter, in the ri;inarki»Mfl praT- 
ivnce which wsb so prominent n fcaturti io Wa^hiDgtoa'A 
cliELracter. This coimlry was at that lima a mnst religion 
countrjr, and devoted entirely to the elergj. The puhlieatJiM 
of tbo Age of" Roiiaon had utterly deatrojeil all Puiog's papfl 
larity, aisd the whole niitioa, led od by the elorgy, were dis- 
Dseil t.o show him no r[uarter or favour. That Wasliingtofll 
toiild interest himself in behalf of an inilivitluu.1 bo ohnoxio J 
I piety, and theiiniveraally prevailing fanaticism of the timosj 
l>ul(i be espMing the pQ^iuhirity of Washington's adiniiiis- 
itioQ to moirc Junker than was cIccTiied desirahlo; and l)i? W«8 
to the tender mereiea of Rohespierrc, whoso tituoly death, 
id not the interposition of Wiishington , aaved him. "Not- 
ithatamling thta iogratltuiiOf thia country," he would say, 
[ia the country of my heart, ainl the placo of my political 
lid litcrury hirth. It waa tho Ameriean revolution made 
iLuthor, and forooJ into actioa the mind tha-t had h<;eii d 
Jtnt, and had no wish for puhlic life, nor bus it nnw; 
Trnried wi(h l)ie dil'ocliou which affairs tuol; in "Franco, whm 
ha osetl to eay, "was the promised laudj aiid not tbo l&Qd 
rniuiwf," he had luug aiglicyl fur his own dear Aujcrica. 

Ac many effurls to eross the AtiautJe, but they were i 

fcctual. The AiEitcican luini^t-er made ehoico uf liini to siiiid 

Kputchcst^ his goTcraiucnt, but he had boon voLcd into the 

DnTcutioQ ag^iiiii and they only could grant a passport. 

irliiir this d:?lay, the Opporttiiutj W;ia hist, ■^t'tvaaf!i ^«*vs>.- 

itely, for nn Kiigliali frigate ns'\lc^ tVc -^aa^Ai •o.'a.'^ ■b*^**^^' 

• ship, evrry part of it, (oT tkomaa Yto.Q^- ^"^ '^^'^ !*^' 

fl^reej Lo should coipae ■«i.t\i Comyi^^'t'^ "ftyfw 
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TCfwcI bo had engsgod. FartunatBly for Iiimj eometTiing 
ourrcd to prevent it,, for tLc vessel suak at nea. Tb<! foUowiug 
Gxlruct will shgw the nfiuctiooate regard whicb he ooDsta&Lly 
cherished for the eafety and freedom of the country wboee 
afairs were tha laeana of launching Lira iuto public life : 

"Toil touch ma on a very tender point, ■when you say Lhat 
my frtead^ on your Bide of tt« water caDQot be reeoncilod to 
the idcu of 01^ abAudouiDg Amoiiua, eveQ for my native Eag. 
land. 

"A thousand yeara hcnec, — for I must iuduli^o a few 
thoughtE, — perhaps in less, Anierica may be what England 
now ia. Tbe inaijcea'ce of hec character, that woa the bcarta 
of all DsLious in her favour, may sound Hk^ a ronianuo, and - 
her iUiniifaihle virtue aa if it had never heen. Tbe ruios of 
tbat Ijhorty which thouaanda bhd to obtaiei, may juat furutsb 
mattiriala for a villiige talv;, or extort a sigh from riifltic scD^i> 
bility; while the fashionable of tba day, enveloped in diasipa- 
tjon, shall deridii the principle and deny the f:iut. 

"TVhea we cont«mpktu the fall &f empires, and the extino- 
iAan of the nations of tho ancient world^ wg sec hat little mars 
to excite our regret tban the njouldcriog ruins of pompous 
palaoiiS, RiugniQ<iCDt luonumeots, lufty pyramids, ainl wullfl 
and towers o( the inwat costly ■wurkm:insbip; but when tho 
empire of America shsUI fall, tho subject fur conitiiupliiLtve 
aorroTT will be biGnttcly greater than crumbling brass or mar- 
ble caa inspire. It will mjt tbkin be said, Here hCoud & temple 
gf vast aijtiqaity, here rose « B-i-bul of iqvisibl* height, or 
there a palace ■of sTiuiptuous magnihceocc ; Wt here, at I paJa- 
fal thought ! the nt>bleat wm-t of Imman wi*dnta, (he groaiest 
Bccne of liLiiuan glory, tlu fair caiiae of freedom, roso 
fell ! Read tbia, iiud ibcn ask if T forgot America." 

Tbi3 was iiddrcg^ed, Mr. Vale tolls ua, to a lady of 
name of ^iehulson, who was afterwards niarjicd. lo Co] 
Lpew- 
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Ty, ISOS, wben Mr. Jefferson was President, be ad- 
dressed a letter to Mr. i'ame, in wliict he thus exprea; 
himactf: 



ise^y 



" YoQ express a wish, in your letter, to rctam to Amerioa 
"by a niitioual stip. Mr. Dawsoo, wUo tiringa ovur the treaty, 
and w!io will present you this letter, ia charged witb ordecs to 
the captain of the Mafylflxid to receive and accommodate yon. 
tack, if you can ha ready to return at aucEi & abort warnlog. 
Tou will, id general, find us rctumed to Bfintim'eiita worthy o£ 
former times ; ia these it Trill be your glory to have steadily 
laboured, and with as touch effect as any man liying. That 
ou may live long to continue your useful labours, and reap 
,e reward in the tbaukfulnesa of natioue, ia my BiDCBre prayer. 
Accept tliti aasunmcQ of luy Ligh esteem and aSbotiontiCe 
I atLa>chmotit. 

^K "Thomas Jsssersos. 

^H "WoHbingtoii; July, 1802." 









Mr, Faine was n-ot able to avail himself of this vessel, M 

Je notice was too bhort. He went to Havre, but ther« wore 

bvcral British frigates cruising in sight, which delayed him, 

^Tid finally ho embarked on the lat of September, and lani 

jp lialtjmore on the 30th October, 180*2. 

Hi^ arriTal in the United 8tates could aot fail to create 
^bnsidcrable geasation, which he thus de&criheA, in a letter to 

Ibis friend, Clio Iticbman, who, it appears, took leave of liim 
■ Harre, previouB to hia departure : 



" My dear Frieud, — Mr. Mouroo, who is appointed miuists 
ttrsordinary to Frauce, takes charge of thi.s, to he deliver 
Mr. Estfl, banker in Paris, to be forwarded to you. 
"I arrived at Baltimore SOth October, and you «aa ta 
idea of the agitation whitli my atm*\ Qwaaustte^- 
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Ntfw Iljimpfitilre lo Georgia (nn exwnt of fifirpn hum 
uiiliiB), every newspaper wus filled widi oppUuse nr abuso. 

"My property ia this <!OiiQtry bus b«on taken (iare of bjpi 
toy friends, and ia now wortL six tlinuiiitiUtl Jir.ii.uds sterliugj 
vKich, put in tbo funi]^^ will bring inu I'mir liuiidruil pou mfai 
sterling per year. 

'* llenictiibur um, iu friendsliip and nEFtiction, to jnur 
nod faotily, and in t!iu circle of <jur friendsr 
"ToDra, in frieadship, 

"TriosiAS Paine.' 

Mr. I'tiinc cnntinijipd Hut a shnrt lime in BjUimore ; but 
during bii bnijf stay, it is rcktcd of liiiu that lie wa.? flccostod 
by a Mr. Hargrove, wbo, luljreaalog Inm, aiiid : " Vi>a are Mr. 
Paino?" " Yea." " My name is llargrove, sir ; T hiu min- 
iatcr of the New Jemsalcra chureli, her";, Wc, sir, Gspl.-Lin 
tbe Scripture iu its true uicauiog. The kay has been lost abovB 
four tliousand yours, aud we hive fnand it." " It muat havo 
been very rusty," said Paine, dryly. 

He "visited Wafljiiiigtaji, and was kindly reteivod by Prosi- 
Jcut Ji;ff«r3oi], wilU whom he kept up a tODstaiit corrcspood- 
eocQ to the diiy of his death. He had invited Pii-iac's return 
, to the United States, and said, " When be arriYcs, if tbero 
: bo an (t&ce in my gift sttitfibte for bim to fill, I will give i 
liiim. I will never abaodon old friendg to make room for 
otiea." Mr. Paine had. howoFcr, in a letter to bis fri 
Clio Rtcbman, expressed his determination not tu taie o 
" I have," said be, "no occasion to uV, nor Jo I intea 
accept, any ofEce or place in the govcmmetit." He soou 
wcut to New Yorli, and pat up at the City Hote5, where 
OrantThyrburu, who h the uutlmr of ecveral seurrilons libela 
iu rcgnrd to him, went to see bini. Grant Tborburn is, bcMr. 
ever, too well known for hJa mercenary liitje-serving, and 
above ally foi his peculiar church-going piety, to ho very rellabh* 
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aiilJiority. He sajs, in his pa.niplilct, llint liis only olijwt 
\iiiUiiig Mp. Paine, was to aca ihe niao wUo bad written Cpi 
uiua 8en^e, oB-d having gratified bia curiosity, ho abrup 
retiroJ, Thorbiim waa, sajs Mr. Yule, n profeaaor of rrlt 
giiii, and liuld some office in a Buptiat cliurcli. ^Vc liiid alwnjra 
supjioeeJ, from reuding Lawria TodJ, ttiQt he waa oiin of 
blut^sl kind of Freebyterians. However, tlis Baptists ani 
jauch inferigr in tli*jr rigid, savngu pioty, for Mr. Tliorbur 
fi;l!ow-mcriabGrs, bearing that be had ventured to shiikc huo'19 
with Mr. Paine, thought proper to suspend bim frLira t 
cbur^ifa on that actiount, ulibougb there is littlo doubt but. t 
he aniplj redeeujoJ hia lost cburai;ter in tbe estimatioa of bia 
pious brctbrqU) by tbc reviling, coulumcly, «nd slanders 
so unsparingly b.as heaped upi>a I\Ir. Faine's reputmtion. 
indeed appeared to be im e&tabliabcd system frr poJiey, on tue 
part of ibe Cbrialiaii comuiuuity, to defame biiu ; and Cbria- 
tiau ductriues were demonbtrated and otonrly prared, be 
all controversy, by the simplo aaaertion l.bat Paine was a 
man, and cmiainly dmuk more thuu was "becoming:. Even 
the truth and divinity of tbe Bibla ia olo-irly eatiibliabcd by 
Biieb kiud of login, or rciisooingf as is renioiaboriid in a lata 
discussiDU bctwtieu Pr. Ber^ and Mr. Barker. To Mr. Barker's 
atUcks on thu teachings and ch;iracter of l.be Bible, it waa 
deomod (|uili> satisfactory and fl&nchisivc to oppoai; a letter o; 
Carver's, written againgt Paine, in a petulant humour, 
wheu wriinght upon anJ instigated by Cbeatbamj bis moa 
virulent eivemy, Mr. Uranfc Thorbcrn republished this letter 
iu hia " Forty Years' BcsiJence," aod Carver repliea, and 
(biJ3 endeavdura to oxeusc himself for writing it : " When T 
first read the Life of Grant Tborliuru, I made this Tcniark, 
and wtotu it nn the oover of bid book : I bavo read Lbis Li 
(Irant Thorbura, 1 presume a. great part of whiub it 

used baa iiy muro couii«xiou with bia UCc tUwi"is5>»i%^«i 
Popf of Home, to wit, the eorteajoMvtt^ ^a'yyse^>wi'^'« 



aoat 



JtXXVUi THE LIFE OP TUOMAi PAINS. 

Tliomiis Paine and mygelf, uuA those lettora I Ihitc cat out of 
bis book. ThoBQ letters wure first printed by Cliyotbam, with. 
out my Gouseut, for Xnm p'arposes, u,ftur he bocnme a torj, tmd 
a Iijpocritical turncoat, liko Grant Tborburn, who has dot 
reprinted tbera for the same purpose. Tbey were written by 
ma and Painej ia uiigcr. Mr. Paino had boarded with in« 
without any regular agreement, ami wc quarrBlleil about tlifi 
"bUl, what ba^ happened a thousand times to other people. He 
wrote angrily, and I angrily replied. Bat the affair was set- 
tled amicably by Waltef Jlortoa and John Fellows. I think 
some things Paine said of me were not in earnest, and I tm- 
awered in anger. The letters ahould have been burnt. But 
(Jheetham aaid many things of Paine that ware aot true. I 
told bim 'I bclieyed h@ had had bis baud croascd with Bri- 
tish gold,' When Painfl Was on his death-bed I wrote fails 
the following lattGr. This abowa what opinion 1 bad of him. 
I think him one of the greotcat men that oYor lived." 

"Bear Sir, — I have heard that you are mqeh iodispOBed in 
Lcalthj and that your initid, at present, ia not reconciled to ime. 
Be that as it may, I can assure you that, on ray part^ I bear 
no ill wlU, hut still remain your siuoere well-wiaher. I ani 
Etill a zealuus support-er and dufoiidcr of the principles that 
you have advocated, beli^iYiug that tliey are fuundt>d oq im- 
nortal truth and justice; therefore I think it a. pity that you 
or myself sbould depart thia life with envy in O'Ur hearts 
against each other, and I firmly btilicve that nu diScrcnce would 
have taken place between us, had not boidq of those of yoar 
pretended friends endeavoured to have caueed n sepiuatioQ of 
friendship between ua, 

" I want^ sir, Dulliinj of you or from you, but only that 
ignoraat and gupcrstitions herd may not have it iu their po' 
to exclaim and eay, that Thomas Paine or Carrei divd 
put » iecoDeilia,tioti with «acb olhGr t huT^ ofWn told 
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frica^a, if I wore on vay djing bud I should soiiJ for ynu, Iiojnng 
tliat all OBT diffureucea might bo buriijJ in obiiviou betbrc uur 
"bodies were buried in tlio grave, as I hope that lOj? dying fiil- 
Idw may not be pbnted wilt tliorns. I consider that timo 
'witli u^e is short, and perhaps shorter with you. If I never 
fihould see yo\i again in tkia world, I wish you all the coasi. 
liition that jour great miud ia capubb of enjoying, and that 
you may resign jourBcIf with full coufidencc on your Mukcr, 
and leaTe a noble testinionj to the world of tlic indepeiiJoM 
of your mind, aud Loneaty of your heart; and tliia, my friuD* 
will produce to you moiG couifort tbau ull the [rritycrs of all 
le pricsta in tbo Chrifltian world. 

" Yonra, in friendship, 

<'Wm. CARV-rjl."i 

TLese last letters aud explnnatioas of tbe oircumsbinws 
nndcr which Carver addresaad Paine, and theaofcoriwled^ment 
of the injustice which he bad done to hia cliaraptcr, and hia 
profound respect and regard for him notwithataQdiogi as well 
adEioreutie to his principlea — -" I tbink bim onu of the great- 
it men that ever lived" — not one ayllattb of all this was 
icited frOnj ChrJBtian candour, fairness, or intDgrity, TbO 
lDf. Berg read, on the occasion wo imve before alluded to, 
(ea from Carver's furmer letters, dwolling upon, ciupha- 
^sing, and comoiGotiDg oa all the points that were of a vitu- 
Brative cbaracUr, which w;ia recGised with a perfect ycli of 
Blight and eiultation by the amiable, Chrii^liauj and pioua 
ortion of the audience, who hnilod all tSioae acurrilitiea and 
iders as a triumphant rcfutatio-n of Infidelityj and abov 
as clear, inuontoiitablc, and diimonstrable proof of the dt 
|ty, truth, and authority of the Eible. " la it possible," wli 
iie natural reflection of thousands of men of inlellisenea, who 
id acarotily before given these matters mora than a va&^.vo.'}^ 
jugbt, and reoeived all that luvi ^laen V.iiM'^\.y>aam.^.twsi.>iaR. 
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I ^pmlpit as aotiKiwliiilgtd aoJ establisltcl trulli, " Is it ^O^MBI 
^^jhaL Chmtiiiriify and the Bible have iior.liing hi^iiCr, betier, I 
^^■r more of Che nuturo of lo<;ic or rottaon k) surjtnln ihom? 



K 



^bat uiiitberti it tu us if Paliiu wus a Liiid luaui' it is liis book, 
Lia a.rg<iiucuta, Lis rc:isoiiiiig we have to do witlij and tboy 
liave to do with. Whj do they not reply fcn his writing f 
There purely must be sometbing in ttiam — gomctbing very 
.powerful — sometbiiig bcyood thuii skill, learning, witj or ability, 
r they would do so." Sucli was tLe very Dut-aral result of 
tLe reflections of mea of intelJigeace, wbcn once their atteti- 
Ison was excitcdj or brought to ben.r upoii the subject. 

The compiler of tba^e 3Ionioirs beiug giirrouadod by pioas 
influences, uod having undoubted trust aud coofideint'C ia 
vlecicul tcat-'bingSj yot could aot, at all times, resist the obtru- 
sion of soma duubta aod tnisgiviiigs upOu ailme points in reftT- 
tnce to these so-called sacred trutha. Wc could do no Icsa 
tLau fauve recourse bo the best and most approved Christian 
ftutUorSj to satisfy our scruples. Among the rest was Bishop 
Wataon, who attetiipts a rtply to Paine, iindnubtediy the begt 
,nd most argumiiiiiative, ns well as gentlemanly in style and 
charafiterj wbich boa ever been written. Uufurtunately for 
the btthnip, be sCtitcs his Lipp(.>!icnl,'s nrgumcnls (at lejtat some ' 
uf thtiiu), and thou gives bia aiiMWer. Tlie rullowin;^ arguiiieut 
of I'aiuo's H,pfiija.ried tu usj evou as imperfectly glutiad by the 
iisbop, to be utterly beyond uU tlic ekill ur ciipubillty of the 
"Bishop til furnish a uatiEml or sutisfaetory reply to; and jet 
^^ it must bi! evident that thia (irgumeut, if it cauuot ho unsvcr- 
^Hcd, is futal tchull the cluitns of Kcvalation. We have copied 
^^ht out, nod preatiut^d it to many clerjiymen of repulatiou, aud 
^^Lotreuted lUimi to take it into their pulpits, with llieln, to luok 
^Hit it attentively, examine it thorcmgEily, and if they have half, 
^^or DTcn a thotiaandtli part of tlio affcctiyn with which tbcj 
' prettiud Uj n^garJ thy suuU yf men, to coufutc it iborouj^h 
^^fff i/jis aaver ouce b^ea attempted — v(Uo, amoagat the du 
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dare Lope of suoccbs^ wLen so greut a m;in as th<i DUhop uH 
LlauJu.fr lias 90 si^jitlj AiiloJ ? U 

'' Every Tiacional church or rcligioa lias cstalilislicd it.^«n 
by pretCTifling hoihr spi3ciiit niiasioti fi-nm God, (^omniDiiiuitI:afl 
to eertaio iudiviJuula. Tbo Jewa have tliuir Moecs; tm 
Cliiislmas their Jl>sus Cbristj Ihoir apostles, nod eatoU; aifl 
tlie Turlia tbcir Mabumctj as if tbo way lo God was not opsH 
to every man jililre. ■ 

" Eiiob of these ehurohea show certain bonks, wbich tbcj 
call llevuliitiun, or tliu Word of Gud. Tlie Jews say tbat ibelr 
Word of iioi was given by Oik] to Muses, liice to fuca. Tbe 
Cbristians &ny, tbcir Word of God came "by ^vtne in9pira- 
tiou ; and tbe Turks siiy tbat tbeir Word of God (tbe Koraa]L 
was brouglit by an angel from bGsveii. Easii of those cburcbM 
accuse tbo gtb^ of (iDbslisf; aud, for my own part, I disbM 
Iicv6 them all. I 

" Aa it is nficessarj to aJSx right ideas to word^, 1 will, bM 
foie I proceed furtlicr into tbe subject, offer some otter obse^ 
vations oa tbe nord EevclutloD, lievelatioii, vihcn appLigd 
to religiQi), means something commimicated immediately li'OS 
Qui to mun. ^ 

"No one will dispute or deny fho power of the Almigli^ 
to make sach a coiainuaieatioii, if be pleases. But admitting, 
"Toe tbe sake of the uase, that sometiilng has been revealed to 
a certain person, and not revealed to any other person, jt 't9 
revelation to tbat person only. When he tells it to a secoqA 
person, a second to a third, and a third to a. fourth, aad so oM 
it cca^s to be a revdation to all tbose persons. It is rerdM 
tiun to tbe firat pereott only, and hearsay tg every other, an" 
cooECfjuently thty aro not obliged tu l>elieve it. 

" It \& & contradkction iu terms and iJcas to call anytbiofl 
a rcTOlation Ibut eomes to us at sucond baiid, eithur vorballfl 
or in writing. Ravcktioii la Ducesaarily Uwx\Ui\ Vs 'Oa^i *««■ 
couimanication ; a/tor this it U oq\j uu natiOiiuX. nl wi^ss.'i^'a 

1 ^«MM -^ 
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wliwU tlut pi^raiii arij-a wiia u roselatiou made tu li!m 
cliou^U he luti; fiutt Ititusolf oUiguJ to U'lieve it, it uiina' 
iuuuuilj^tit OQ EuQ Lu liL'ltLive it iu lL^ vunuf manner; fur i 
iiut a reynUtion muJo to [uo, and I bavo only iib wonl for 
that it waa made to bici. TVhcii Mosca toU tlie childrua o( 
lliAt be received the two tables of the cotumaudinvnti 
frum tliir lianila of God, thcj were not otlig-cd Lu Wlluve liini^ 
br"L'au§ti tibey hud an otLcr autliurit.}' fur it tliiiti his tulUllg 
cm so, and I have no other uuthorily fur it tUun Kome hi*> 
^tdrian tcUiikg itic so. The coTnmamitneiits carry no iatcrtiil 
evidoDOU oL' diviuity wiLli iboni. Thej cuuliiln sucob good 
inorjil precepts, sueli as nny man, qaali&yd tu ha :t lawgivvf, 
gr legiaJator, could prodaiic- Liuasclf, wUhnut havipg recoi 
to any supornaLtirul intervention. 

" When 1 am told that tba Koran was written iti bf^ftveB,' 

^aod Lfouglit to Mahuwet by an aDgcl, the accoqut comt-s t»o 

ear the bhuiu ktod uf liearsiiy evidence aud st^cond-baod 

aathority as the other. I did not bcq iLc angel myself,, aud 

therefore I have a right not to hcHcve it. 

" Wlien also I atu told that a woiiiaa, culled tLc Yir^ 
Mary, said, or gave out, that she was with child, without aaj 
cohabit !it ion with :l mao, and tba.t her hetrotheJ busbauil, 
Joseph, eaij that an angul told him ao, I havie a right to be- 
lieve ibeni or not; frnuh a cirouiuataucc required a much 
stronger KvidencB than their tare word for it; but we haw 
not uvea tliis, for nuithcE Joseph nor Mury wmte any aui'h 
inattur tbeuiSL-lves; it i3 only roported hy otl-cts that they 
Snid so. It is hearsay upon hearsay, aud L do nut ohoow 19 
rust my belief upon such cvldcnec." 

It ia admiued by the UiHhop at ouce, thmt revelation, uoibr 

BOoh cipcuni stances, ia oot ri'vchlioii to us — it 13 aiiii[jIo tttA* 

ijiony; ami btr thtn chhns our belief <ID the pTMind of ibit 

:«stimoDy bt'uig aeeiiiiipiiniud wiHi iiiiWL'lfa; but i n dijK-ndMt 

fl/" ilia cloiiT (inJ 4n jJeut maaffiyittniiy «ii oiwi».'A'c%\*«wi.-^^p^ 
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of anything, cxct^t Hooie estriinrtlinarj- nml i:t>Ti waled powd^f 
iu tiio perfurDi» <i,{ iheiu — ji'ct wc Luve ttiu aiiuu aljjeulia^l 
to lEiem [19 to Rerektioii ; they are not purfurmctl LcfoFu ov^M 
eyea ; we ure not spectators; fbfy rest eiiiin-ly i"vii licarwiy te^M 
titiiDuy, wbiub iiiuy or uiay uot be true, aud most fJi'ijbalily ^H 
nut. They are at best but paper tEJtracle,s, of wEitcli uny oi^H 
at 111! imiiginiiiive <iuii munofai^turcany tiunibei" requiroJ. TIfH 
OtcC is tboit Mr, Painu's Uiok, the *' A^e of Kcusoii," is ^M 
raristLTpicce of clenr, simple, b^ju-'st ur^ument. TbGiutiin eoo£i^| 
of it is of tliat coDcluaiv^e cliui'jmttr tts to cuavinoo at once tl^H 
man of integrity, tbc hoiie<sE ELii'i (]isint<srcsted iur[mTcr (ift4^| 
truth. There is no Bpeciiid pleading, no pPcvBrcciiticta, no bc^H 
giug the question; all is fnir and abuveboard^ it cuiUL-a boii^H 
to tbe boBom of th.« trBe-b«a,rted, and yen Fed the &iucontJ^| 
the integrity, the. thorOugb hoiiPsty of tbo autbur. Tbnt llie 
prieGihooii should dGclItic entering the liati^ with suoh a, Unik 
18 hut to be expected. Wbat would the most Ittbyriuthhic wi^H 
of sophistry tbat was ever woven avail agaiuat BUt;h an antsgt^^ 
pist? Tliure was but ouo way to meet hini, and tliL- clergy 
bave aviiilcd thomBolvcs of it with an energy, aa inJuatry, and 
zual worlby of a better cnuae. Tbey Iiavis asHailed bis chu^_ 
raster — Ihcy fuirly covered bin] up, overwhelmed with a bug^| 
mouQtain of calumnies, almost burioj him out of sight. ^^M 
untiring Eiavo been their eiertiona, sO fertile have taon ibei^l 
iaveTitions, so tloraiighly and completely hare they enveloped 
biinin the hideoua disguiae with which they bave eurrQUudod 
him, that even bis friends,. anil those who kii'CW bim best, 
almost began (o iuiagtDc that instea<I of the good and th^| 
great, the intellectual, and the noble, and th^ disiutereste^l 
irnin -whom tli«y had respi^etcd en mnch, and regarded sdfl 
highly, tliat he was ao'Jt'pravcd and corrupt as to be only d^H 
ecrviiig of univoraal dotestatJoii and abhorri^uce. ^^ 

In tUfli onse of I'aiue, wo have the best i\V'a,ftV,tti.\\iSiTi. ctwe «i»- 
mitt«d U> tiw world of the efScacy ao4 9a5^at\t^ ^A \ioa.V"V'^** 



of ailvici; wliitb has pnascd into a. pnivcrli, aa to tbe *W 
Willi liii antagniiisi: "When yoti nro uuablo t;o aD&trcr tW 
arguments of a man, assiiil liU cLurui^ter." Tu Live anHWLTBd 
PuiQuwitb a.njLbing at all approacliiugargurnonl, or analvLJt^ 
reasouing, woulJ hare been positive iii=auity. Tbe uler^ry fglt 
tlieir utter incampeteQCj, buL it was m'cflssiirj ho do «oiiw- 
thing; the craft waa in danger; the axt) was liikl to tbe rwrl 
of the wUole system of priestcraft. 0;holl«'s wciipatiitii ]H>c4eJ 
verj Eoucb liko pasaiag away for ever, ami tlm holy ami njv* 
tendgeQttGmen bestirred theinaelvca nctiorJinfjly ; and if llioie 
is any merit in untiriog iDdiiat,r;, and unwetimd hd>) tlio inoM 
gtreoaaus and indcfatigabie exurtiona in n bud vnuiso, tha olri^ 
are fairly entitled to it. Tht ]uw was invcikcid in KugtjiiiJ, 
ftod the most stringent tucasureH resorted to agaitiat tli^ sollon^ 
tbe readers, and even the posaeaaora of tbe Age of IIoojiob; 
whilst here, in our land, pious Qxecrations uud fuliiuaalintu 
the mg&t vindictive issucid fLom every pulpit, and tbo nnfur* 
tunato indiTidual that had read Painc's writings, aud hvi 
begun to think there was snino little truth or gnnd sense in hi* 
reasoning, if he durcd to express suuh an oplnitui, ]oat h» 
caste ia eociety, was oatnidi^cd by his fcIluw-wili8L'ii3, avi 
Ilia very name cast gut as evil- It ia not a little aiuasing U 
have observed with what an aHectalion of contempt tliu clergj 
treated Painc's reasoning. Xt iras too acurnloua, ton pacrllA 
to rcqviire notice; "it had been answered a tbousund timtis;" 
flltUough tbe when, or the where, cr by whom, they bavc uoviT 
yet coadcai^eiiJed to infL)riii as. 

One part of Paine's charjctcr the reverend frentluni^n dwelt 
upon with great aatisriietiion — be waa a druiikiiri]— amT :'■-.;- '- 
enneaa wiia a most hateful vice. It waa aU<3gPth(!r im; 
that a dcuiiltard tinuldi ftirai any correct opiniiins upijij ^jn 
guhjeoti they must, vif ]ietesaili|f,be ■wowVAt'*. It. was cilih- 
y iag m tlto axltame to liLsar tliii \oa\.VaooMS, ^.V^ \\-a<v;^ij\ '¥m1l4 
I t/ruoJtccness inveighed ng^iiuatm VW«» ^m\V^^- 'W'^'s isJwMt 



to til e character — how ruinous to thflCoustitutioQ — whatfearful 
con5cqucocc3 .tlteuiioil satli depravity — and thco Paiuc was eii^^ 
liiiiited us a Hiriking illustration. The ctcrgy made considembl^H 
capital cut of tLb sLiiDdcr; and ao ]u<lui>tTioi2;jly was such a oo- 
tion circultLted, Hint even his friends and admirera thought there 
musL be some truth in the report, particularly as P&ine lived 
in an intomperate ago, PIoHpitality, even amongst the most 
reputable peoplfl, onosisted in drcnking to exccHs; and DO i 
class of persons indulged to gr«uter extent thcia the yery reva^H 
rend clergy theiaselves. Perhaps, even at the present dayj^* 
there are few persons bat believe there mnat be aomo founda- 
tion for such a charge which w& have even lately heard reitfi^H 
mbed from the pulpit by several clergymen, "vile and loutb^H 
e.ome ine'briate}" and upon onG DecaBioii the congregaUoi], if 
they hiid jiny doubts upon the matter, were referred to one 
Mr. Bfuin, a gentleman of wealth and influence, in the oitj^^ 
of PliiUdclpliiu, who vas resident in Faitie^s immcdiatQ notgE^H 
bourljood ia the city of New York, previous to Mr. Fainel^H 
decease. ^H 

Mr. Bruin we deemed it a matter of importance tO visit, in 
company with a frietid, and were recfiited by hlra with jjolite- 
nr'ss, and in a gentlemanly manner. He id b very venerable 
gcntleinau, inteUigcat, but strongly imbued with rcligioiia 
pri'judicHs. He had seen l^ajne gi'ten, thought him somewhat 
in deetitutt! vircuiu^tuucea, made gome effort to relievo him. 
Bill his syinpatiiiea were inoat exeitfld by hia religious acnti- 
nieuta, which he supposed to be attended with such fearful 
couBvqaoncee ; that he hoA osllod at Mr. Faine's lodgings re- 
peatedly, ucootnpaniiid by a ploua toinistcr, with & view of 
tiilkiuH to Uim, but Mr. PaiuO refused, and Bometimcs with 
eonai'ierulile aspfirity, to have anything to ea-g \a iWtq. ^i\\ ^^i.-^ 
^ubjeeLs. We iiir^uircd particularly aa to ^\t. V-Aiaei ?> "^"o^"'*^' 
Dei-aaoe, IJe Jiaii ue\Q£ &een liim "m that con'Xvtwsn^^^*- '°-^"' 
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tcarJ sucfi *cre liis Labits, nor atij report of tliat nitt^^H 

I Vt'a Imva pursued our iuqmrics in otlier ([uarters, an^H 
gleaned some icfoiiuittiuii from otlicr sourtics ; natl nltb<iegl 
to use a Tiilgar expression, wo were iiuproased with Ibe opinig 
tEiat where tliere w^ HCi mucli smnike there niuH bo some fill 
yet without going to the esli;iit of exalting Mr. Prtinc a.bo( 
Luivuitiity, and aUogeth;;r im-npuhk of wrakaeas or frailty, yi 
we feel quite disposed to acijuit hltn of this churge, and g[| 
tho cntiro ereJit, merit, sod all Ihat pertains tu the Aumtl 
of this count Id the hill of indictmont' agaioat him, to t1 
reverend clergy, ns tho sole manufacturers, contrivers, 
in Fen to ra. 

There was anotlicr charge against him, wliieh, as it iia| 
Cttted tL« reputaliuu of a. hidy, it was deemed duo to her' 
vindicate beture the legal trihuuitU of hia. oouulrj, which W 
effected mast triumphantly, and to the complete diacomfittt 
of hia base and cowardly accuser, 

TVbeu Mr, Paine arrivod in America, he iavitod on 
and Mrs. liouueviile, and their children. At Tlotinevi 
house at Purie, he Imd for years fnund a huinc, a frIctiOly slri 
ter, wlicn the difficuliy of glutting supplies of iruiuey frt 
AtiiPricft, an<l other and tnany ilia, assailed htm. UrinTu'ril 
and his family were poor, and sunk in the world. Mr. Piiifl 
therefore, though he wa* ppt their ipipale without rcnion^j 
tion, olTurcd them in return an asylum with hirn in Arnerifl 
Mrs. lionnevillc and hor three hoys, to whom he was 
during hia life and at his death, soon joined him at Xei 
If any part caa be marked out as infaaious and wie 
ia Cheetliaro's augi^oistion upon tLis just aud generous 
of Mr. Paine's to the Botihcvillc family. But altht 
chtgv eaJorSicJ this slandctj aT\4 \i\im'4'3 mv\ \bduki 
cJreaSated il to tLe beat cif tWir aV\Vit^, 3'i\- '-V\«^\ 

fator huvingbcCTi prosecuted, fioincvV^i- *»A«^<^*' 
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tLe liberal uso wliich ihc-y wouM oLberwUe liuve 'been gh^ ta 
make of tliis foul calumny. Aa to otiicr ti'uits iu tia chd 
meter, it ifl Gioarcelj^ worih i!ie atccnttua or severe 6»nilLtij| 
wliich la ueoessary to redeum him altogctUer fVom tljQ lo»<l ofl 
oblof^uy wliicli bad l;een cusli upon tiiii. BIr. Yale seecus tK] 
have tuken cousiderablQ paina id, ttio tarestiga-tioa, &tid U 60 
very etriot in 5i]a impartiality that he chrinickg his iufirmitJas 
witii groat Bcrupuloaity. Ilu tolls us of hh wnling bis fool- 
ish angry letter to Carver ; that hn "was to eome exteot 
penurious la iiis old agej that in giL^koflsa ha was sometimes 
peeviali and angry, "Thoa^ arc all," he says, " the personal 
blBiiiiahes we caQ diat^over, and tlieHO are coimterljalaiiceJ by 
the most noble and social (lualllius. He liud a hent to fc 
for the distresses of inankiud, and a head to conceive t 
meaDH of relief, Tlio cliiirge of Madame Bounevillo all' 
family iriifl at onco an act of justioe, generosityj ant] grati- 
tude. Mr. PaicQ had every prominent virtue, and to tbci 
he aiilded the most social finalities. lie wub in public, with- 
out beiiiLT a yro-it talker, theerfui, couinuiiiicative, inboimilJ ng ■ 
iu ipfL^rrroation and auecdole, and in private not less agtct; 
tie." Mr. Vale also speaks of hie morals and decorum, hia 
love of tmtb, and utter abhorrence of fulsebood aud prevari- 
caLioii. lllu iiii|iiiried aoiO'Lig hi:^ friends uod associnlca uU 
result iu the untirG acquittal of the chargis of druukennesa, 
Mr. Lovettj of the City Hotel (where Puine wiis boarding 
d(!i:liir69 hc! drjiiik h^^ than any other of bi3 Lonrdera; 
and Mr. JarTis, the eminent artist, and a maa of very supe- 
rit-T tulunts, with whom hs was apon terms of the greate, 
possible intiuiacj to the close of hig life, avers that Mr. Pain 
did not, could not driuk niuch, Mr. Vale justly observes, 
"thai tlio uiihjcct is puerilw in itself; were there oot a. 't^i'^ 
who aiucoraty believe Mr. Paine to have Ve-a d. i.tMti*M&-ct 
»aai, othera u£ luuru /iiieral minds wouVd. sX o'o.cc Vwsa ■\3'«*-' 
liw/iTrf that ho who possessed all liia faoM\Cvca t.o ■»& w!l-s«-'' 






age UDtiiipairfd, <:;oulJ not comiijoBly imliLlgc in sufb 
excesses." "flow, llicn," coatiuues Mr. Vulip, "arc wc W 
regard tbis filander^ its circulcition., tte leitcraiioii, the bo1<Jnc« 
of tto assatlanta and ih-e Tarj«tj of forms it aGsamcd, from 
the pulptt, the pres!, in prints aud in private, from muutkU 
mouth, till it3 very fnends wer« deceived, tks ve vtie when iff 
oommoncod this mvestigatiuo V What now is tho secret a&on 
of ijluuJer, but tbo desire to check (.he influcucc of an mdiTiduil, 
or his wriliogs ? Could the " Age of Reason" tmd the *' BigLti 
of Man" have teen replied to as he replied to Burke, n* 
BhouEd never have heard these Blandera. But why did llit 
Blunderera fix on the minor vice of inebrioty ? It ia clear thai 
there was no pretence for other vices. '^ Wbst an. amalgantt- 
tion do tho alauderers of Paine present I The youog girl, d 
pioda edacation, vociferating the filthy, drun lien Tom I'ainej 
the pious teacher, perhaps also deceived, tut without ^xta^ 
nationj prcQi^hing from the pulpit that the opponent o£ dn 
gospel scheiae lived and died a degraded drciaken being. Tii 
tlioso are addud the arch hypocrite, who knows the slandtf, 
l)ut from interested motives joins, the bitter cry of Tom VvM 
and iiiebricty. To these, again, s.tc added the thousands d 
decent people of all religious, 'wUn, fiading it fushionable te 
pronounce the luimu of Tjune with a fincer, generously belie?D 
■what cvor^hody eaysj a-od these add their mjte of slundtr, 
making in the uggregate a mountnin. But to theas also niiiil 
te a(ld.ed tha polilicinn, the sneaiing, artful man, who couU 
not uffurd to lose a vote, and who, conseious of the conlnij, 
ehimea ia with the pious, and prooounoes Tom Paine H 
drunken and dirty, being wilting to beJieve what be wishes tc 
bo ttne, as an etcusc for himself, and an assurance (list 
speaker, the polhican, ia neither aot, dmntard, nor 
T/tc attiss have sought to overw^ieViu ^.W -aa,™« of Pai 
^speJuting it with iDtoxicalioo, ((3T'«\i'vo\i.\XifE>i\5T«A.!i,§ 
of ptQof. If, noWf Ttc pufcUbtok. i^ie 6Vft4«,«o.-wVw», 
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it restf Are tte eincere justified, becanso of tteir sincerity, 
ia propagating skndijr? Is it iu accordaii&Q with their 
gion? It is fividciit it exists, and with religion the moat 
cere. It exiata witli tho iniuisters of religion, eoidl' of whom 
were sineeic, but ignuraat, vtbers uot sincere, lint iatLTtfateil; 
but the whole bodj nece contaiDiiiu.ted, mlaiatera nud people, 
by circalating slander. This, then, waa the viaiblo rdigion 
Ttlr. Paine wonld have uprooted, while IRg potitieal tyraiila 
and Bycophante, who joined the i;nisad>s from the bjtscBt 
motives, — and they have now their reproaentaiivesj — but 
contract iu sentiment and feelings with the noble princijilea 
the Ma.n whose fame they woald suppress. ' The world "iny 
country, to do good ray rGligion/ were thu Butilime scntltneii 
of thia BJnccre and able advocate of human rights, whose fi 
fame liaa been thus abused." 

"We have transcribed the foregoing remarks of IVtr. Tal' 
OB exceedingly just and pertinent, and as expressing, better than 
•we otherwise can, the state of affairs in America, and 
fcelinjs audi dispositions of the people in regard to lum. 

Neglected by his former friends aAd associates, wbo prefer- 
red the eouDttJQaooQ of the clergy, and the good-will of t 
community, to vindicating the character anil rejuiLaLioii of 
man to whom they were- ho deeply indebted, and bonnii by 
every tie of gratitude, respect, and good-will ; with the pop' 
lar voice almost unftiiimously oxcIy.iTOiDgf " Crucify him, 
cify him ;" it cannot be supposed but that Buch an nncxpectei 
and undeserved reception aa he experienced in this country, 
must Lave affected his health and spirits in no small meaaura. 
To racet with reproach, negloctj cuntumely, and scorn, where 
Le cxpectcdj and tad a right to espeet, a, nation's grutitude, 
and a universal testimony of affectionate renienibta.iiKfci'W!''^^ 
to isay the least, trying circumatancta to \ws \\'affl>i^. '^a^ ^^ 
wa.f in vaiu thut a few atrachcd and aintcre StXtnis, a.NA^'m.^W' 
tagtcai the carrent of popular prcjuiVooit^ ^^ \ao^«1 
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"What evil hath hedoae?" The only result was preoisclj as in 
ibe well-remeuiberoJ ci&a alltiduil to — tikcy cried out so Uiucli 
the more, "Cracifj hitn, crucifj htm." A short titne pr&- 
vioua to Eiis loafing Fmnce for this countrj, he wrote lo ft 
friend, dGiicrihiiLg h\a health &s OLcelleutj aud hia strcnglb 
uuimpurcd, aad yvt ho liirGd not much above six yc&ra after 
bis returu to thl^ country; aoJ the pmbuLilitj Is, that disaEH 
pomtinoat, negltsct, and ingratitude were not without their 
n&tontl eiFecta, and that, und-er more favourable circuoiatanccs, 
his life would haro been materially prolonged. Aa it is not 
our purpose to chroniclt! the petty auDoy£in{;e!9 be recciTed 
from taakrolcD^e, fauaticiaiu, and iguoruuce, we shall omit 
much that mcght perhaps be interesting, so fur ba to &how tlie 
intolerant age m which he lived, and tho Tcry amiable cbt- 
ractor of the rcllg-ioa and people wbom he had fiGrved, aui 
wbo retjaited hiiu with 8ii«b baseness and iogrgtitiade. It la 
probable that history has no cgr responding example of any 
man being treated with so much injustice. Chectb&m's book 
wa* got up for the exprcaa and avowed purpose of dcfuning 
him; and the pious lie in relation to Hra. BonneviUG, a& waD 
aa a letter manufactured for the eame purpose, coataioing 
much pious twaddle, and attempting to convey the idea of 
Mr- Painc's change of sgntitDcnta and recantation in the pro» 
pect of death, are all describad ae raeritorioua, by Judgs HofE- 
mauj who presided at the trial of Chectham for libel. TIm 
tendency, bo said, was to serve the cause of religion ; as if tfaii 
OQuId possibly be o good cause which coul^ employ suoU bos^ 
foolish, wicked, and dishoDonrable mcana to promote ita «ih]i 
and purposea. 

And now calumny, miarepreaentation, Blandor, and ingittftj- 
tade had done its work, and Mr. Paine, wearied aad wiO 
alike iu mind and body, was descending, step after tVtf, 
to ihe a&iTow hoasd appo'mtei for bIWVtoi^. H.* VbA^WvH^ (o 
^ fliitf nothing to hope foi — aoi eo \kft ^\«&- K.1m 
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f attached friends rcmniGed, who duly appTmated bis charactt^r,, 
and valued liim accordiogly. The; sootbcd liia dyiog pillow, 
ffod atteudud him to tbe Inst. Be w»9, Uke Voltairey peetered 
contiuaaUy with priesta of various denominations, wlio, liear- 
ing of hia Bi(!lui«9s, and. the stnidl probability there vtas of big 
recovery, endeavoured to obtaJn admittance, vitli the hope 
of extorting (tow. tbo dyiog man, tbua stretoLcd on tb43 rack 
of nature, Bome faint acknowledgmeut of eoniel-lung wbich 
might be oonstnicd into, a confession of the truth or eioel- 
lency of Christianity, not that they were Tcry scrnpuloa?, in 
the absence of evidence, of Inventing Bomething which would 
answer ilieir purpose^ as the letter of I^r. Maoly, and other 
piouH legends, which are too ridiculous t<o contest, and cren 
relute, and are only suited to tbe tncridian of the sballo 

I pated and snpcratitiouB fanatics for whose benefit they wore 

I m auufactured. 

^^B Am&og the few friends who firmly adhered to Mr. Fiuae to 

^Tne last, wag an artist of great celebrity, knowledge of the 
world, aiid discfrEiiient — Mr, Jarvia. Ho was almost hia cun- 
Btant attendant, and he bears most ample testimony to Mr. 
Paine'a raornl worth, and SGrapuIoua integrity of character. 
He relatee many anecdotes, cooceraing some of these pious 
intruders, who were aecaatomoil to haunt Mr. Paine, and 
iuTude his premises, for the amiable purpose of eipre^n 
their holy horror and indignation at his aentiments. 

He usually took a nap after dinner, and would not be die^ 
turbcdj let who would call upon Lim. One afternoon, a very 
old lady, dress&d in a large Ecailet-hooded cloak, knocked at 
the door, and inquired for Mr. Thoniaa Paine. Mr, Jarsia 
told ber he waa asleep. " I am very sorry for that," she said. 
" for I want to see him particularly." Thinking it b. ^\V.'5 \a 
make au old woman call twice, Mr. 3ar\\'a ioi^ ^i'4^^^'»^^^- 
PMoe's bed-room, and awcke liiin. He roae u^ijw- o^* «»«««. 
/Aflfl, with m eiprcssjon of eye that msule ft>-e> ^^^ "^^^ 
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atRgger bftck a. step or two, lie aske<lj " VTb-tt do yon waot?" 
" la jour name Paine T" " Yea." " Well, thcu, I am couw 
from AlmigLtjr Coil, to tell you that if you do not repent of 
your Bins, aud bt^Iicvu in uur l^lcsscd Savinur, Jesus Cbmt, 

you will be damned, and " " Poh, pob, it U uot tniej 

yon trere not HGDt irith anj sacb impartinent message, Ju- 
™, scad her away. Pshaw ! ho woold not scad bucIi a fooUgli, 
ugly old woman atout with hia ruoasages. Go away — go bacll, 
and sbut the door." The old lady retired, in considcrablg 
conatorQation, and raialog both bee haads, wnlked away with- 
cat snying another word. 

We have a recollection of reading an ac-count of two Catho- 
lic priestflf whom Mr, Paine had teen inducud ttf permit accesR 
to him, thinkiDg that they hadi soiue medical nkWl which might 
!» Beiriccsble. They appenreJ, howeijeri to be as igaonuit 
and fanAtioal aa their Protgataut brethren; and wIicd tbey 
hegan to denonnce Mr. Paine's sentiments in the canting and 
naual formula, and predict fur him all sorts of suifcring Is 
another world, ua the penalty of hia belief, or wsot uf bcUol^ 
hia patience waa exliauated at tbcir impcriinOnCCj and lie would 
deaire tWm to be gArte wifhotit further delay. 

In the spring of 1807, Mr. PaiDfl, then in his seTeni 
year, and bbt two years before hia death, removed to BrootnS" 
Btreet, Now York, whoro he lived some time- There he pub- 
lished biB examination of the passages in the Ncw .Tcgtatoent, 
quoted from the Old, and called Prophecies of Jegua Christ, 
Ac., &a. It IB undoubtedly a work of ^cat merit, and ii 
catea an honeat and ]aborinua cxaralnatiDn of the Suripl 
Mr. Valo says Paine's Bible had every mark of being 
caJvfuJly r^jad, and ^ini^ntatioDn and ngtices lutght ho seo) 
erory page. Prohably no man ever read, or ao thotoui 
DBderstoodf tbc nterita of the bnok ua Vul^«i- 
Mr. Paine lived nfterwardu in Pati^iwn BltW!X> «.tA 
'JVGowJcb street. Bat his svokneaa mct«ia.svii^^"Nt'i4'fcwwi' 



Hftville took a areall bomw ia li^olumbia, nnw Grovo strcaB 
where she atttaded him to his dealb, wbicli must Lure ha^ 
poaed in about a month aficrwarcls. Do was perfectly con- 
scious of his apprciacbing diaHolution, ami ondciLvouri^il ta 
arrange for Lis burial in the QufLkijc's bar^iug-grouudj but lus 
re<jueet was denied. m 

Wc ure also iaformed that about two vreeks befori? his deataj 
he was visited by a Preatjtcrian rainistor, of aomo reputatioig 
of the niiiiie of Mille dollar, oa also aootlier revorcBd gentle- 
maD, of the unnifi of CuniiiDghaia, ilr. C, addi^ssing hiiC;. 
said, '* BIi'. Paine, wb viait you as frieuda and neighboura. 
Ton have now a fall view of death. You cannot livo long, 
end whoever does not belieTC in Jesua Christ will assuredlj 
be damned." "Let me," said Paine, "have none of jour 
popish stuff; get away witL you. Good moniiog, good 
jnorniug." Mr. Milledolhir attemptad to address him, but ha 

fl repniscd in EimUar language. "When they were gone, 
aid to Hits. Hedderij his hou^keepcr, " Dn not let them coni' 
kero again J tbcy intrudo upon me." Thej sotin reneTVed 
tbeir visit, but Mrs. Ilcdden told them they could not be ad- 
mitted, and that ebe tbow^bt the attempt uaeleas, for if God 
ijid not cliaagc hia miod, she was sure no humna power could. 
They therefore retired. 

Id bis lost moments bo was Vicry aosloua to die, and al 
Bolicitous about his pU'se of burial; for as be v/aa completely 
QDchuQged in big theological sDutiracnts, be TfOuld on no ac- 
count, evca after death, countenanco ceremonies he disap- 
proved, containing dootrines and expressions of belief whioh 
be conscientioat'ly objeoltid to, aatl which he liad spent great 
piirt tif bis life in foiubating. 

lit) rcqnestt'd to see Mr. Wilkt Hicka, a. mcTOfcfcT e?L '^■a 
Society of Fricmh, who Called on Vuii, Yfl a.tt^t^to.a'iSi -sCV&i." " 
itailre atnl invitatioa. 
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Mr, W. Hiclis bears ample testimony to Hilr. Painn'g SCQti' 
nienta iiaving uudcrgurie n'j cliatige previous ki hit^ dealb, ht 
Lading hud a Lmg L-ouvcrsadoa with bim but a vvry sliort 
time tefnro, ia wliicli he was assured that Mr. Paine's etntt 
llifintB re:»fifctiiig the Ctriatian religion were novr prcoisfilj 
the same as wben be wrote tlie Age of Hcsacm, 

AVe might mukiiily teatituouy to the samo effect, were it 
needful, to almost any extent, but we coQt?ot oucselvta with 
comti]iin.Lc;ilin;f q Btatejuent of Mr, Vale's, ia rOgard to an in- 
torvEcw wliioli Lo hiid willi & Blr. Amnsa Woojawortb, who 
lived next dour tu Mr. Puiuc at the timo af Ijis deatti^ wha 
TTM Qceustomcd io visit liiin every d^y for llie Iiiat sis weeta 
before Lis de:iillip frequently Bat up with bim, aud diJ so on 
CLe last two n*"^hts of Lis lift. lie spcaTis very di>cid«dly ia 
regard to there being no change ia the opinions of Mr. Paina 
prttviijut? to liis duatli; and even bia caeniy, James CLu^ethatd, 
di?seribLny his death, aaja, "On the 8th day tjf Jiiae, l^Kif, 
nbout Dime ia the mornirg, be pUcidly, and almost without K 
atpuggle, died m be had llvicJ, an c-uciBy to the CbristiaD reli- 
gioD, aged aevenfy-two years and five months." 

It is thus abimiJitntly evident that to tho last mom€Dt of 
his life he retBitiEd the satoe opintotis on religious niatUiS 
which he hud previi^usly advocated with so much pcrgeveranw 
and ability. Christiuns are very foud of remarkiug that such 
doctrioca utterly fuil tq sustain the man ia nalure'a last sad 
coufiict; that religious dogmas atid superstitious bocouio eri- 
dent Erutlis rn pro^-pect of death, ulthougli to scasosa of hoolth 
■ad vigour they with perversity or blindness had been rejeotod 
and despised. Jlr. Fuine, bywcver, eshihiled not a pnrlido 
of such kind of wcukness, or ;iny Ttiijfgivjng aa to the truth of 
the opinions h«'= hmi piibii^licd to the M-orld ; although even* 
efJbrt iraa Jiuk^Oj and in the Tnc«L UTiM;i-Kv\i\i\Q.-Qa ^aauaer, U 
obt^Ja /faai him aoiae ackuowWdg.mw'alwVxti'aTSrt^tyjic-ii 
wiijitructioii. Ilia friend, C\io IRSc^tawo. ^law 




rolfttjoQ to thia cbaago of opinioa in d^iog persons, "Why 
BO nmch couseqaeoiie should be attached to what is called iv 
recantation in man's lost mom^Qta, of a belief or optuinn held 
through llfu, — a thing I never witncsac^Jj nor knew any ojio 
who didj — it is difScult to say, at Jeast with any credit, t^i 
tlioae who harp so loach upOQ it, (A beii«f or &q opiniop i» noi^^H 
the leas true or correct, even if it be recanted, and I strenu- 
ously urj^c the reader to reflect serioualy lit>w few there ora 
who really hiive any fixed belief.aTid ooDvictioQ through liffs, 
of a ractaphysica! or religious nature, and not only how ftsw 
there are who really haTe any fised belief, Or devote any ticne 
to euch investigation, hot who are not the creatures of form, 
educiition, and koLit, and take upon trust tenets, instead of 
infjuiriog into their truth and ratiooalityA Indeed, it nppeara 
that tliDAG who are bo loud sibout the reciLDtiitioii of philoso- 
phers, arc neither reiigloua, moral, nor corroct thcmseiTCS, an^^^ 
exhibit not In their own lives either religion In belief, or prii^^| 
eiple iu conduct." ^^ 

Mr. Paine not Only held hia opinioos firmly and uoshaiea 
to the last, notwithstaading tho unkind leaaing and obtrufiise 
tonocnting of iiia Christiafi acfiuaiutance, hut it appears, from 
bia "Age of ReasoD," that the same or aimilar aati-chriBtiaa 
principles obtained thoir nscenduucy in his mind when a mere 

ild. He says: "I'rom the liiue I was capable of recoiTing 
idea, and acting upon it by reflection, I either doubted tho 
'ruth of the Ohi'istiua Eystem, or thought it to be el strange 
sfiiiir, I scarcely knew which it was; but I well r^ineinher, 
when about eevcn years of age, hearing a Sermon read by H 
relation of mine, who wa3 a great devottia of the church, upoa 
the subject of what is called 'llcdemptioti by the death of 
the Soil of Ood.' 

" After the svrmoa wa? ended, I weut VaV^ri \V<i i^t^wB->«»-^ 
as I mis gr.)iag dowa tkii gurdyu atcp^i, 1 te-q oVxaA. *V 'Cofi^ ""r^ 
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TUE LIPE OP TDOMAS PAUiB. 

lectiDD of what I hcarcl. It wna to inc a serious reflectian, 
amtnj^ from tUe idea I hail, Llmt, Qoi.1 was Uio ^ooJ to do suol 
ftn action, ami &lao too nlmi^laty to tc wndcr any ueccssitj of 
doing it, I bdidvo in tins phiuc maimer to this moment. AaA 
luoFBOver Liiliuvo tliitt any systcin of religion tbat bas any- 
iiag in it that sbocka tlic mind of a chUJ, maaot be a true 

Me. Clio lliobman further TcmarkB, in relation to tke wrnkg 
of 3Ir. Faine, from which we have taken the above citract, 
"We &oe tbri:rugb. diS^iroat niediuma, and in oar parsuilfi and 
exporiouce are uuliko. How oliiors huve felt, after reading 
aatnrcly the 'Age of Ilcnson' and tho 'Rights of Mao,' and 
pursuing fiiirly, coolly, and assiduously the subjct.ta therein 
trc;itod, I lenre to thein; but for myself, I must say, tboao 
rorkfl carried perfect convictjon to my mind, and the opiniooa 
jey iCODtain are fuUy confirmed hy louch reading, by I0D& 
lionestj unweaned inTCstigation and observation." 

Soon after Mr. Paine's death, the following character of 
bim and his writings appeared in a London ncwiipaporj vrit^ 
by a gentleman well licjuiiinted with him and them : 
"He ivas, in bk ynuth, of a strong resolution and conatMlt 
temper. Ho had, from almost hia infancy, adopted the opi- 
nions lie BO Bucpcssrully promolyatcd in hla uitiDhonJ. All 
his Utflrary productions cviiica an aeute, prufuund, and deter- 
mined wiind. His language is siuijile and nervous, adapted to 
cnpacities,' and so pointed and unecpiivocal tbat tber« ia no 
liaeoacdving it. He ia acntiL-ntinup, hia asionia aro inooib- 
IrovcrttblG uud selt'-ovidiint, and their impressions are inclelihle. 
No bsniitn being's efforts havo done mort; for liborty. He has 
inade morR coiiVL'tts Ihan Sydney and Rui^scll. Hla ' Common 
cnsc' cnfranehised America. Americri waft divided lwLw«<tu 
<fQ parliflH; tUo argumenta oftliia little pauiplilct di^cidM il»a 
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olTcct ill EngUad. Innumeriibti; reptifs Lavo been made 
aga'iiist ily but au vieak and fultli^ a.t to injure the cau^te thej 
Were meflnt l& suataiu. He reasoned from (acta, and hia dic- 
tion vras irrcBistiblc. He ponrs dowu like a torrent, aod bi'itra 
Gvcrjlhing before bim. He v/ha prosecuted for bU works, but 
tbej were eo admired that tliey wero in eTery library. He 
Kjemed stem and morose, bub bo was lenient, friendly, and 
bencTotcnt. He iiistaaced bia tiiruanity by hia resoluta voto 
to save the King of France, and tbe Basguinary Kobcspierre 
never forgave liim, aod in tbe Keigu of Terror imprisfjut.'d 
bim^ but tbis apostle of liberty, though io such iiuuiiuttut 
danger, never retracted bis opinions, nor implored mercy. It 
pIdQsed Proviilence lie aboa-ld escape this monster. Bcld, 
manly, and fearless, he never concealed bis seutimouts; posi- 

I tive and inflexible, they never yaried, being founded on con- 
TictiuQ and true principlo. He reiuaiaed at Paris long after 

I Bcmaparta rendered -himself supreme in the Stutc, and spoke 
as free as ever. In 1802, he departed from Purie fi>E his ad- 

I mired America, the only true birth-place of liberty, whcro he 
biBfaed his daya in ISOa, June 8, at New York, aged seventy- 
Birao^ 



■ JUb iLslies there. 
But tia fu.me everywhere.' " 
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The day after the death of Mr. Paiue, hiS was taken from 

is house in New York, to liaa farm at New TlochelJe, attended 

a. few friends, and was there bui-icd. He died worth coQ- 

.derable property, as appears by hia will, and by no nieana 

thiit tilgoct difltresa and deslitution which the Christian 

miiiiiniLy aud his remorseless ;iud uuacnipulous ■ca.lumniatora 

ould fain mwlie us bulievc, as part of tWe ^-4%^ V'^>^'>»'^ *^ 

tnigbtj' God iipon him, for \iis TCjeatwix cl "^^^^ ^os?^ 

'on. A plain stone was erected lo Vv\s EWj^awr^ ■, "WN 
7wiog inscription : — 






TBS mrS oi* •WKraiiS iPAKTO. 
THOMAS PAINI-3, 

AOTHOtt OP CciMMLtX SeSSEj 

, DiedJime 8, ISOi), 

Aged Ecventj-two' years and firo months. 

Tliia stone has, since its erection, goffered mncli injuty, 
pnrtlj by want of care, partly by tho ctilupidations of titan, 
am} tbe rioktioD, it sustained at tbe liaad^ of Hr. Cobbett| 
wli« carried the remains of Mr. Paino to England. Subse- 
quently it baa been replaced by a Tuonnmcnt, of whicb the 
■viguette on our title-page is a rcprcaentatJon. The moDumeut 
ia a bnuJsoine marble structure, the work of tbc Gmiocnt 
"SCulptqr, Mr. Pnizee, and coat soiiiewbere about tiiirtccD hun- 
dred dollars, tho contribution of various frieuds, who tb^is 
manifested tboir roppect for Mr. Puinc's kboura, bia cbaraot 
asd meiuory. 

We publish bebw a truQ copy of the wtll we have alluJeJ 
tOj wliicb wo bopts will ba grttlifyiug to our readers : 



THE WILL OP Sin. TDOMAS PAINE. 

" The Pcoph of the. Shih t>/ Xrw Ynrft, hy the Gmce of\ 
Fvfx and Iiuhpcneleut, to all lo whom Omse prescult 
come or maif coTtcBra, S^itd Grcetiu^i 

Know ye, Tliat tb-e annexed is a tnio copy of -tbe vill of 
Thomas I'aisi;, JccmBcd, us recorded in thcj office of onr 
aurrogato, iti :iud fyr tlie ttty aud county of New Yurlt, In 
testimony vfbefGofj we have eausad (be bmI of (iflioe of onr 
said surrogate to be Iicrennfo affixed. WilticsSr Silvanus 
Nillee, E^rj,, HUiTiigale of suid oouniyj at tho city of Xb 
Tork, the twolftb day of July, in the year of our Lord 
tboumiul light, iujldrud smd nine, auA oi uui: VwV^ 
iJiu thirty -t'.^uiih. 




«Tffi 0* •esrmAB v.vam. 






e last will and testament of me, tha subaeriberj TnOMAS 

Paine, roposing coofideDcc ia m; Creator Qod, and in no 

o(ii«r beiog, for I kuQW of no other, Bor beiiflTe jii any otter, 

Tliomas Paiee, of ike state of Nc* Yort, author of the 

ork entitled 'ComiuoQ Sense/ written in l^hikdelpliia, in 

1775, and pabliBhcd in that dlj tho beginning of Jannaryi 

1776, which awabod America to a Declaration of Indepen- 
dence oo the fcmrlrU of July following, which waa aa fast oa 
the work tould apread through eticL nil extensive oountry; 
author also of the several numbora of the 'American Crisia,' 
' thirteen ia nil,' published occaslouaUj dunug the progress of 
tJie rerolutinnary war — tlie hist Je qu the peace ; author alao 
of thft 'ItighU of Man/ parts the first and eeconjj writtoft 
and published in London, m 1731 and '92j author also of ■ 

■oik tm religion, * Age of Reason,' partg the firat and Beaond. 
N. B. 1 have a third pmt hy me in miinusQriptr and aa an- 
swer tp the Bishop of Laodaff;' author also of a work, lately 
lublished, entitled ' Eiamination of the Passages m the Nff 
'Rtament quoted from the Old, and called Prophesies c 
uing Jcaus Christ," and showing thuro are no prophesiea 
ijj Bceh peraon; author alao of several other works not he 
enumerated, 'Bissertatiofa^Qn the firat Principles of Govern- 
.entj' — ' DecUao and FalAf the Eoglish Syfitem of Fiuflncfl,' 
■'Agrarian Justice,' A^&c.j niako this my last wdl aud 
testament, that ia to aay : I give and bcrjucath to my ezeca- 
irg Lcreinaftor appointodj Walter Blorton and Thomas Addis 
met, thirty sharca I ifclJ ia tie New Yurk PhocDia. Insur- 
,ce Coiupony, which cost rue 1470 dollars, they are wortli 
■Iff upward of 1500 dollars, and all my movable efi^ects, aud 
tho money that may be in my trunk or elsewhere at tho 
lie of my decease, paying thereout tho flxpensoa of vi-j 
■Doral, in trust as to tie said shares, Tn.o'^js^Ji.ii*, 'mi^ T&wt.'ai^ 
Margaret Brazjer Uonnevillc, 'wiSa ol ^'\cVi^?>^^'^^i^'*^ 
'ariv, for her ovtn sole aud BcyjaraW \ia»i 'b-'o-^ ^"^ 
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ntn-illi standing Ler coverture. Aa W ni_ 

givi^, devise, and be<|ucB.tli the sauio to 
said eicoutos, Walter JJorton and Tbamaa Addis Em 
and to tbe Burvivof of tljeiri, his lieira aaii assigns fat ever, io 
trust, neverlbeLaB, to sdl and dispoao of the no-rth side fhcre- 
of, now in the occupation of Andrew A. D^hd^ fapginoing nt 
the west eod of the orchard, and ninoirig ia a line nitU the 
laud sold to — - - Uolca, to tbc cud of the farm, aod to applj 
the money arising from such sale a3 hereinsft/;? directed. 1 
give to mj frieuds "Walter Hortorij of the New York Phajuix 
laaumacQ Company, and Tbomas 'Addis Emniet, counsellor- 
at-law, late of Ireland, two Einndred dollars each, aod one 
hundred dollors to ^Irs, Palmer, widow of Elihu Palmer, L 
of New York, to be paid out of the naonej arising from 
■Bole, and I give the reinuind'er of the money arising from 
Bale^ oae-half tlioreof to Clio Gicknian, of Hiyh or Uppw 
JMafy-la-bonc street, London, and the other half to Nicho! 
BonocviHe, of Paris, husband of Margaret 11. Bonncv 
afotcsdd : and as to the soulh part of the Baid farm, contai 
JDg upward of one hundred acres, in trust, to rent out 
same or otberwiao put it to profit, as shall be found most 
visable, and to pay the rents anj prolita thereof to tbe 
Margnfet li. Rrmnovillf, in trust 'jfor her children, Bcaja 
Bonneville and Thomaa Uonnfivillw, their education and 
tenikQcc, until they come to the age of twenty-one yeara, ia 
order tlrnt she may bring them well np, giv^ thorn good and 
useful learning, and instruct them in their dnty to God, ani 
the practice of morality, the rent of the land or the inte; 
of the money for which it may bo sold, as hereinafter 
tioDsd, to be employed in their education. And after 
youngest of the said ehildrcn shall have arrived at the age 
twentr-one jesrSf in further tmat to can^cy iW same to 
aajd ehildreo ebare and shaTO alike in. fta-wa-^Xe. ~B«lt' 
ii be thought advisable by my exacuWia «&4 e^MwS 
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the survivor or survivors of tlirtii, ot uny time liefore t 
jouTigcBt of the said cbildrou shall come of age, to ecll and 
di)?pt>ye of tbc said south eide of the said tana, ij^hat vaso I 
hereby authoriz-e and empower my said execnloif lo sell and 
ilispoae of the sanie, and I dirset that the mntn;y arising from 
suoli sale be put into stock, cither ia the Utiitcdl States' Bitik 
filocik or Now Tork Pboinix In&urance Company stock, tho 
inlcreat or dividetula thert'of to bo applied as is already 
direuted, for the edueatioa and maiu tenancy of the said child- 
ren ; and the principal to ba transferred to tie said cliildrea 
or the survivor of them on hia or their coming of sge. I 
know Ddt if the BOCJeCy of jioople culled Quakera admit a pcp- 
aou to be buried ia tbcir burying-grouad, who does Dot bcdong,^J 
to their society, bat If thoy do or will adtait me, I nould pra^H 
fcr bciftg htiried thevej my father belonged to that profession, 
and I was piirtly brought np in it, But if it is Dot coDaiBteut 
with their rules to do this, 1 deairc to be buried on. my farm 
at New liochclle. The f lace wbero I am to he burled to be 
a square of twglve feetj to ha enclosed with r-ows cf trees, sad 
a atone or poat and railed fooee, with a head-stono with my 
nanio and age engraved upon it, author of 'Common Sense,' 
I notnioate, constitute, and appoint Walter Morton, of tho 
New York Phoenis Insurance Company, and Thomas Addis 
Eminef., cotmHellor-al-IaWj late of Ireland, and Margaret B. 
Bonneville, executors and eieeutrlx to thia mj \BJit will and 
te&tament, requcsling thom tlie said "Walter Morton and Tho- 
mas Addis limuiei, that they will give what iLdaiatanBC thoy 
conveuiBnlly can to Mra. Uouueville, and see tha,t the cbildrea 
be well brought up. Thus plauiug confidence in their friend- 
ship, I hi^rC'Tvith tslw my fioal leave of them and of the world. 
I liuve lived an honest and useful life to mankind.-, ra.'^ *ivasa 
haa been sptint in doing good ; and 1 4\e \u "^cxl^iftV, liom'^'swit 
suJ Ksignatioa to the will of my Cceal^oT QiqI- ^aJv^ '^^'^ 
cightixath daj of January, ia t\ie jeai QUfe "i\iWiaa--sA «*'' 



vam -an or- rmvrra 



liTiTidrcd and nine, and I have also sijuncr] my name to 
other liliiiet of tliia will in testimony of its being a 
! tliereof. Thomab Paime, (l. 



Stgoedj sealed, published, and defl&red by the testator, id 

r presencCj wLo, nl hja request, and in the; presence of etwb 

her, have set our namea as witncasea thereto, the 

published and dticlnri.'d' Ur&i iaterliaed. 

WiLUAJI KeESE, 

James A?fOEViSE, 
Cornelius Ktdkb." 




THOMAS PAINE B DEATD-BED. 

" Wo Lavo jiiat returned from Boeton. Ono object of our 

viait t-o thut ciity ivaa to see a. Mr. Amiisa Woodfiworth^ au 

cngi'Dcer, now retired id a buuddomu coltage »nii gurdca at 

JBast Cambridge, Boston. This geutleTiian owned the bouiW' 

tented by Mrs. Bonnevillio for Mr, Pa-ine at bia death ; wbil» 

I he lived next door. Aa an act of kindneaa, Mr. Woodaworlb 

risiteil Mr. Paiue every day for aix weeks before bis dtsthj 

he fr^ucntiy sat up with him, and did bo on the last tw9 

nighta of hia life. He waa always tberu witU Dr. MedIcjT) 

the physician, aad asaiatcd in rGmuviug Mr. Faine, tvbile hb 

bod was prepared : be was present when Dr. Jilauley asked Mr. 

I Paine ' if be wialied to believe that Jesua Christ waa the Son 

' of God?' and he describes Mr. Pa-Ino'a answer aa aQitoateil. 

Ho Bays, that lying on his back;, ha used soum nctiou, 

with inticb emphasis replied, 'I have no wish to bolioTe 

that subject.' IIo lived A sbort timo after this, but wus 

iiiuira lo $pea.'k, /or he died tranoiuUly. lie aecounts for 

ylDsiBUaling etjU of Df. MaBlcj'a \elUn,>Jl ■sV^^'>:\T^'Ct«C«.' 

maMoman, just after it^ puUicatiou, ssnii^'V -a. Ou\) 




informs us tliat he bos opeiilj reproved tbe duotor for tbe 
faUitj coDtaiqcd in the B/ji'fi'f (^ iltni Jetici-j Lclillj Jijfl^ii'itijJ 
"before Dr. Monlej, wbo is jet living, that notliiog wbich b« 
saw juetifled hia (the doctot'a) inainuations. Mr. WoodewortU 
aesurca ua that lio Dcitber beard Dor saw an^tLiog to justifv 
tbe belief of any mental change in tljA Qpinigpfi of Mr, Pa.il 
previous to Lis dcalh ; but that being very ill, and la pail 
obiefly arising from tlio bIiiq bdng removed in somfl parts 
long lying, be wag geaerally too uaeasy to CDJny convcrsatia 
on abstraet sabjecta, Tl^is, tbQD, is the best evidence tha 
can be procured on this subject, and we publiab it wbiie the 
contriLvemog parties are yet alive,, tind with tbo Authority of 
Jlr. Woodawortb. — Q. V-'* 



" In reTi&ffing the life of Sir. TbomaB Paine, wo caa 
no defect in iiia public character, He was a cHiKflu oi the 
vfco-ld, and served its interests to tbe best of bt3 abilities, 
which were great. 'Where liberty is, that ia tny country,* 
said Dr. Franklin. Wr. Paine replied, ' Where liberty ia nvt, 
that ii my country,' in reference tu his cxcrtiuus for libcrt 
in the United Siates, J^ngland, and France. Paine vnrote f( 
mankind, and he maybe cmpbatlcally styled ' tbe friend 
man." Here he wna a good citizen, and a- firm auppifler 
tbe government; bccauso that government ia baaed upon the 
rights of man, with the oscepfion of the rwrogQition of slavei' 
in the Miithern states, unfortunately etigrafted on the comm 
iiity before the war of inilcpendencc. Whatever niiij be t 
opinion of Mr. Paice's thenlogical worka, hia honesty in pa 
lishing them cannot bo doubted by any iinpartia-l josilor. He 
bt'Iicvud (Lr,i§e opinions true, iinJ he believed the truth Oficfal 
to mankind; ■whiJe hia cspechil object ■^t^'s la feii\wWi\^ 's.^'^- 
r £hua priticiple ia Ftaufa^ thctk bftaotruc^, a\^t\6?wi's^- ^>»^ 
miat af^uweut jn suppon of deism ia to "^g ^<i*i»^ ■"*- '^^^■B 



part of the 'Age of Rcasoti.' In tbis view of l!i.<? finhjl 
Mr. Paine ougJiE In have been taken bj the hand by ci 
beliover ia the esigUsnca, wisdom, powisr, and gooducss of 
one Supreme God, tliQ Ma^er and SBsloiaer of the 
vcrae." 



MONUMENT TO THOMAB PAINE. 

On tlie faarth of July, 1837j we viaited the tomb, or plsM 
of burial of TLonifts Faiue, nocir New BocLelle, and id the 
BeaooD of Julj 15, 1837j thua described it (aee Beacon, VaL 
I., p. 331):— 

" The tomb ia close by tbe road-aide, bat otw a stoDo fence, 

tod DOW CDDsisls of a low, trokcu, rough, dry stooc wall, of 

■cbIo]]g phapC; gf about e-ight bj four feet, with' loose Btoaes, 

griiaa andl earth in the centre ; the upright slab simply marl(«d 

rith 

' THOMAS PATNE, AUTPO^ft 0¥ COMMON SENSE,' 

longer exists. After CobbctE violatecl tho grave, and re- 
kai tho boacs from the remaioa of Mr. Fniiie, the bead- 
stone was brokf a, aod pieces sucoesaivclj removed by diQereut 
-Tiaiters : one large fragment was preserved by a. lady in aP 
posite oott&gc, in whioh Mr. Paine had Bometiaies boarde^ 
'aud in which Mr. anti Madame Eootievillc aftcnrard bi>ardod} 
but this fragment gradually suffered dimiauliou, aa kucccsuTV 
visiters begged a piece of what they could no longer stoil. 
Td preserve the last remnant, this lady has bad it plastered up 
in a wall. 

We diseDvered thai the lady mentioned, the nearest neig^ 
Dur to the totnb, would he favoarable to the repair of th9 
}mb, nnd we learned that she believed that sauli repaln 
Jd Ife popular atuQag the acigUWixxa-^ -Koii ou this m 



*Tttr ttrs at rnoTiiAa pathb. 

sLflQiling, ill which vre bare nf4 bceQ deceived, wc determinod 
to comiticocc a saliacripUoa to repiur the tomb, or put up 
monuniDDr.; and befure we left tbe vilbne wo obtained frot 
Mr. Junius, wbo bud tliuu luarlild buw-iiuIE^ id New ILo<.'liellc, 
a (iromisD to be «!■ tlie cspense of putting up a beavy blwck of 
tn&rble, iDstead of a. bead-stone, if purcEiased hj subacriplioo. 
SubscfjUetiitlj Btr. Frazee, an etnmetil arclii teK-t, ofrcred, )Q 
coujuDetioD with some i'rii^ndd, to give tbo work oq a iuodu- 
mGut if the miiWriciIs wuru prgciired^ and other Qxpenaea paid. 
Tbia baa now been accuiupIJsbcdj and paid for. Tho munu- 
mcnt stands nn the Paine Farru, at tbe Lead of the grave, on 
twentj feet aquarc, enclosed hy & aubft!it)tia.l wall oo tbrc-e 
eidc*, nod an iron railing iii front (not yet up, March, 1H41,J 
It is built of tbe marble of the (ountry, and is vulued 
about thirteen liiitidrcd dolkra. Tie fuUowiog Cstract from" 
a letter from the arthiteet will boat dcBcribo the mouunient, 
Rnd the feolinga of the neigh bourhood, whicL is two miles from 
the village of Now ilochelle, — G, v." 

"New York, Nov. 13, 1830- 
"To Mr. Vale: 

"Will yon please to inform our fripTids that the mt>iiiinicnt 
to Thomas Paiue ifl erected? On Fiiday last I touk with ino 
a rigger, and weat up to tho (juairios, nnd oa that dji-y we got 
the Diarble to the spot, with the aiatbiofsry and Other appo- 
ratB3 ncecRsary to the work. At an esii'ly hour, on Saturday 
moroing, we mustered all baude at thu grave, and ooiiiiiioDced 
the ereetioB uf the moDumeat ia good earDest, and In goc 
Bpirits. Bverytliing worked well, and at three o'clock j-. si" 
the ci^wn-pitco was 6n, iind the erection cotiiplotc. No poF- 
son tFoa hurt, nf>r any part of the work bruken or iiijurcc 
The people up there auy it ia a chiiste aud beautiful etru^tura 
Its purttJy Oreciaa character and simplicity of fQi:\tt Tfea^t " 
geucral effect traJj- Jiupressive and. mt.(stc&t\tii^. 1S,\'b%"«a«3 
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ia tweWe And a half feet abOTQ the level of tlie road, l| 
point. 

" I waB much pleased to fiad that, among the nnmber of ' 
fifty persons aui more thu^t were aaeemMcd to witaess our 
labours, not an utikinii look was seen, nor na uofrjeudly ex- 
pression heard, during the time. ' All looked and apake H 
thoagli their hearts were glad at seeing such marked regard, 
BQoh noble and lasting honour paid to tbe gueat patiuot df 
our rcTdutioB, and tlio defender of tbo rights of man. 

" I have a. little triuitneng to do jet ou the head, which 
occupy rac the beat part of a dayj this I will endeavour to] 
BGeomplisk thiis week, when the monument will be completed. 
"Very truly yoursj 

•' John 
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"eTTEE fROM JOEL BABLOW TO JAMES CnESETHAM. ^| 

" Sir — I have received your letter, calling for laforma-tii^H 
relative to tlie life of Ttiom:iB I'uipc, It uppoura to me that 
tLia 13 not ihi^ tiidrntnt to publish tlic life of tlint maa in tbi^ 
country. His own writioga iire his IkbE iHe, and these are not 
read at present, 

Tbe greatest part of the ruadera in the UnUed States will 
^ot l)e perBuaded, as long ns tbuir present fet^llDgS liist, to C01^| 
aider Liui in iiny other light than aa a dmnkurd and & dcia^^ 
The writer of Ida life who should dwell on theas topics, to 
the exclusion of tho great and estimable traits of bis real 
character, might, indeed, please tbe r&bble of the age who d^^ 
not knew him; the l>ook might sell; hot it would only ten^H 
to render the tiuth more ohacure for the future biograph^H 
thai] it was hcfore. ^| 

"But if thQ present writer sLouIii give us Thomtra Paine 
eomjihff in a\l tjg character, as one of the oaost henevolcnt 
and diainteresled O'f tnaukindj endowed with the clearest per- 
ception, an uncommon share of original genius, and the great' 
Kut breadth of thought; if this piece of biography shoul^^ 
analyze his literary labours, and rank him, 9.9 he ought to b^| 
mnljedf among the brightest aiid hiost nndeviatiug luminaries 
of the age in Trhich he has llvsd — yet, with a mind asaailatle 
fay flattery, and receiving through that weak eido a tinctara 
of vanity which he was too proud to concea!; with a miud, 
though strong enough to Lear him np, and to rise elastic 
under the heaviest load of oppression, yet uiiahle to fiDdure 
tho contempt of his former friends and fellow-kbourers, the 
rulers of the country that hiid received hia Erst and greatest 
Bcrvicea — a miud incnpiilila of looking down ^ith -accftvit nws.- 
a^sioDj ag it ought, OQ tbo rude acoffa (it tXiwit ■\wiv'^'^*«*-,''^ 

rgenerstion that Icnowa Uim not- &ta\'G'4.\Iw4X. ^^"^'■^'^'^ 
^eir socj'^tjTj aud unhappily aeeka Tctviga m. ^^^ tRi«^S«^B 
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loolca for consolation id tbe sordid, solitiirj bottle, till it^Jil 
at last so fur below ita Dative elevation as to loso all Ti^[ 
foT itself, and to forfeit that of his best frienda, disposing tl 
friends almoEit to join with iiiii eiieiuicG, and wifb, though front 
different motives, that be would iiasta lo bide bitii.MTlt" m UiO 
grave. If you are dispiO*ed and preparod lo write Ina life fhvt 
entirf, to fill up tho picture to wliicb these Imsty strokL>s of 
oullioe give but a rude stcLcb, witb great vacmtius, yuur Iwk 
may be a, useful one for another age^ but it will not bo reliBhodr 
nor ficarctly tolerated in this. 

"Thti bingraplior of Tbomas Fuine shoald not forget hia 
mathomatical acquirements, and hia methunieal genius. Hi* 
iDTention of the iVo/t briii-j':, wbkb led bim to Euro[>c, in Lbe 
year 17S7, ha^ procured bim a great rOputation in that brauoL 
of acience, in France and England, in both wbicb countri« 
bia bridgo Las haca adopt'sd in many iD&tanuca, auj i» uov 
muclt in use. 

" You ask whotber bo tools an oath of allegiance to Fraocef 
Doubtlesa tbe q^ualifieation to ha a member of the convention 
required an oatb of liddltj tO' that country, but iBvolve'.l in it 
no abjuratlou of bis fidelity to ibia. He was aia-de a I'rentli 
citizcQ by tbe same decree witli Wasbington, Hamilton, Priest- 
lej, and Sir James JlacltintOsh. 

" What Mr. M haa told you relative to the circum- 

Btaucefl of bia arrcBtutlou by order of Kobespierao, is crroacous, 
ati kftst in one point. Paino did not lodge at the house wlirre 
ho was arrested, but bad been Jiniug; thefG wilb SOnie Aui^^ 

oa;nB3 of -whom Mr. M may havo been one I 

heard boforo that Paino was intoxicatfld that aigbt. 
tbe offiuurs brought him direetjy to my bnuao, iriiiob 
miles fruui big lodgings, aud about ss much from llic 
wJjers he had jbeen dining, lie waa urit intoxiciitoil 
thej canm to me. Thvit object siaa to gjftV-usB Vs ^gi iw\\ 
s/st them to exuDxino PuJne'B patera. It em-e^&lsA.-ttft "Oo.* 



ijdt n%Iit nnd l-lic wlioJo of (he next clay, at Paine 'a loilg- 
inwsj and lie wasaot eoiaiuittDd tQ prison til! tlieoest ovaning. ^J 

"You ask, what company he kept ? He alwAja frequGnttji ^H 
tlie Ijest, both iu EiiglauJ aod FraneCf till be bocitme tha ^i 
object gf qaluKiuy iu certaia Aumricau papera (echoes of tte ! 
KuglisEi court papers), for his adherence to what he thoujght 
tbo cause of lilierty m Francej till he conceived bimeelf 
Dcglceted and dcBpised by hia fo.nncr frioudB in the United 
States. From that momflnt ha gave himself vary much to 
drink^ and, conscqueutlyj to compaDions Ices worthy of hia 
better days. 

"It is Btiid Le was alwaya apeevish inmate — this is poasihls. 
So was Lawrence Sterne, so was Torquato Taaso, bo was J. J. 
Rausae&u; bat Thomss^aiae, as a visiting acqnaintsDce and 
as a literary friend, the Qnly points of view ia which I kncn 
liim, waa one of the riloat instructipe men I eeer have known. 
He had a Burpriaing memory, and brilliant fancy ; hia mind 
was a Btorehouso of faets and useful obBorvationa j he was full 
of lively anecdo'te, snd ingeuious original pertinent remark 
upon almost every subject. 

" He Was aWiLja charitable to tke poor beyond hia means, a 
BUTC protector and friend to aU Americana in distress that he 
found in foreign countries. And he hud fru^jueut oceafiona 
to eicrt Ilia influence in protecting tbcm during the revolution 
in France. Hia writings will answer for hia patriotism, and 
his entire devotion to what lie coDceived to be the beet Lntcrest 
and liappiuoss of iii.iiikiD(I. 

" This, sir, 13 all I have to Teraark on the subject you men- 
tion. Now, I have only one request to make, and that would 
doubtless seem impertinent were jou not the editor ef a newB- 
pnper. Tt ia, that you will not publish my letter, nor pertnit 

■y of it to be taken. " I am, sir, &£., 
'ortmr/^ Anguat 11, 1809." 
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EPITAPH 
THOMAS PAINE. 

ITkbi monldera, in this dask ikbodtt 
One who to fiiUi no honaee sboned: 
By moml laiv his life he tried^ 
WhilB Bocia] duty tab bis guide, 
Aud putT pliilauthruphy tlue end 
Of all ha dill, ar could intcDd. 

PrafCT lie pronoonced inpietj. 
Taio prorapter of di-vino dBcres : 
Ihat uft laiplorea, nitb erring leol. 
For bo-oiis fiubverailTe of Hb wbbJ : 
Tot tiB retained a grateful eenHB 
Of boimtirul Omnipotence; 
Kor Uoahetl witli niTereuce to own, 
Tbnt bleasinga sprnn^ from Go» abne. 

Thns '^nsppall'd, he eank to rest, 
To riae, or Ue, as Heaven tliouglit bvst ! 
Yet futui'? Lope he did not waive, 
Ncr mcrcj for trans itresEioLS ornTO, 
The God nlio gure bm life, will hlt^. 
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TO TnB UON. T. ERSKLVE, 
ON THE PROSECUTION OF TDUJUS WILUAM3 



FOB FcnumuQ 



THE AQE OP REASOX. 



JNTRODUCnON'. 

It IB- a tDStter of surpriee lo some peopl? to eco Mr, Erskine 

Dt aa counsel for a crown proBucution commenoeJ agajust the 

right of opinton : I confess it is none to mc, uotKithaiandiiig 

ull I.L.it Mr. Erakiiie has sjiid before; for it ts tliffioutt tokitnw 

when a lawyer is to be hclievied; I have alwn3'a ohscrvpd that 

Mr. Erakiae, when contending its a coun^et for thi? right of 

polirit'al opinion, frequently tooTt occasions, find those oftco 

dragged iti head and Bbouldora, to Inrd vhtii be called the 

British C()iiBtilui.ionf ivUh n grRnt deal of prdae. Yet the 

(me Mr. Erakiue said to me in conrcrsatii^n, were govcrnnicnfi 

brgin </e num in Englanij they never would establish euwh 

. ciaiiiued iihsurdity (it was exactly Lis eipreision ) a& this is. 

lupliL I then to bo surprised at Hr. Erskine for inconsiBtcncy f 

In this prosecmiou Mr. Erskine admits the right uf contro- 

crsj; but snys the Christian religion is aot to be abused. 

fliis ia someirhut sophistical, because, while he jiduiils the 

ight of flontroversj, he reserve§ the right of calling that coa- 

(ovcray, abase : and thus, lawyfir-5ikc, undoes by one ^ord 

that he enya in the oilier. I will, however, in thia letter keep 

with iti th<! liniit-3 lie pr^'eerlhes; be will find hero nothing nhouG 

Chriptiim r^digion ; he will find only a statement of a few 

iHiw, nhiidi shows the iieeessity of esuniining the hooks, 

judnd to UH from the Jews, in order to diaeover if no have 

)t been imposed upon ; together with some observations oi 

it& mauuur in wbluh the trial of Wiilinms hits bccD uoudacted. 

Mr. ErsfciDi? denies (lie ri^ht of examinm-a VViijw; V'^'^^s-^i^v'^ 
;d bt'ltfr/5ro/e.*.s iiifLi.9!j]ra.t ooccan ailvocaVci ^lyt^w^ t'S.M^s^v.'S^- 
ciit of an laqaisitioa^ itud the ie-tata.\j\\<i-Xi™'iu'v, *A >ii.a ^'^ 
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LETTER * &c. 



Op nil the tyrannieB lliatafflict mankind, tvranny in religion 
is the worst: Every otbur species of tyranny is liinHed to the 
worlJ we lire in; but tljis attenipla a stride beyopd tlie grave, 
and seeks to pursue us into cteruity. It ia there and not hein 
— it ia to God and not to man — it is to a heavenly and not 
an earthly trihanal that we are to account for our belief; 
tlien we Ijelieve falsely atd liialiououralily of the Creator, at 
that bcliiif 13 forced upon us, us Jar aa force cun opi'rate 
bumuD lawa and human tribnnaU, — mi wlioni ia (ho criminii 
ity of that belief to fall ? oo thusQ vho impose it, or on tbc 
OD whom it is imposed i* 

A book£cl[[>r of the name of Williama, has bccu prosecut 
in Loudon ou a charge of blasphciny, for pablieLing a bot>k 
entitled thfl Affn of Rva»<jii. Blaspheiuj is a word of ts 
acrand, bat equivocal and nlmost indefinite signification, uaU 
we confine it to tbo »iiiip!e idea of Lurtiog or injuring tl 
reputation of any omc, wliich was ita original meaning. As t 
word, it existed before Christianity existed, being a Gr« 
Word, or Q-rtfek anglofied, ita all tbe elymologicai diction^ 
vill show. 

But behold how various and contpadictopy has been tte ai*- 
nification and application of ttia equivocal word. Sotratd 
who lived more thaw four biiDi.lre(l years before the Obrislil 
era, was convicted of bluf'pheniy, for preachin;? against tbe 
lief of a plurality of gnda, and for preaching (ho belief of 
God, and was oondcajncd to BoBcr death by poteoo. Jt 

* Utr. P&ine hn.* evidently incorporatetl into tLis letter n poriinn 1 

his answer to Jiiabip Wmlaon'fl ■' Ajioiogy for the Bible ;'' ika in a m 

' Bcqueat chapter of that icork, treai'mg ot Ite ViooVt <i^ ftwiajia, he i 

JP'^esa/j' refers to iia rftuurlca, in a preceding tciTt ut vVn; ?nmr^,»w,| 

J^oamroaata of the creation cotitaiiniil ui Vboi bQiA.', ■^'^^i^ '» '" 



i 



LETTER TO MB. EasUINE. 



h' 



in 



Ctijiat was cou?i(jleil of Llasphettiy under tbi? Jewish law, nn 
was cnicilied. CaUinjg Mtiliomct an iiiipo.'ilor wouH he hhi- 
phemy in Turkey; :inJ ilLiaying the infallitility of the P 
ami ibo Cliurcli would be blasphemy at Itoima. Wliat tLei 
to he understond by this word blaapbemy? We see that 

the cttKO of Socrates trutb w&a eondcmnud ua bla.-^piiGtny. J 

we sure that truth is not LlaBphcmy in the present day? Woo, 
however, he to thoeo who luatfi it bo, wtiocvcr tLey may be. 

A book called the Bible has teen voted by nicDj and do- 
reed by humiiu kwa, to bti the word of (!ad ; and the disbe- 
lief of this is e-alied blasphemy. But if the Bible be not the 
word of God, it is the laws and the execution of theui that is blas- 
phemy, &ud not the disbelief. Strange stories are told of the 
Creator in thi^t boob. lie is represented ua acting under the 
influence of every hnmaa passion, oven of tho moat malignant 
kiud. If thesD storieg are false, we err in h^litiving them to 
be true, and ought not to believe them. It is therefore a duty 
which every man owea to htinaalf, and revereuttully \fi bift 
Maker, to ftBccrtsiii, by every poBaibls inquiry, whether there 
be sufficient evidence to believe them or not. 

My own opinion ia decidedly, that the cvidenoe does 
rrant the belief, and that we ain in forcing that belief npon ou 
lives and upon others. In aaying this, I have no other object 
m view than truth. But that I may not be accueed of rcsti 
upon biLre afisert,ioa with reapeet to the efjaivocal atate of t' 
Bible, I will produce an esanipk, and I will nat pick and eu' 
the Bible for the purpoBe. I will go fairly to tbq case ; 1 will 
take the two tirat ebapters of Gencais as they ataud, and nhow 
from thence the truth of what I say, that is, that the evidence 
not w&rraot tb>Q belief that the Bible is tb« W9rd of 




CEAPTEH I. 

In the beginning Ooil crc3.ted the beayen and the ea 
And (he earth was without form and void, and darkneBa 

IS up&Q the face of the deep; and the spirit of God moved 

son the faee of th<: waters, 

' 3 And Vrod srihij Let there be lig\it, ', aiii vVmc ■wi»s.\\^^'^- 

4. AoJ Gad saw the light, that it vjaa gpo^^ j ^^^^ ^"^ '^ 
ded the Ugbt &om the darkness. 
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5 Anr.l Ood called f!in light d-iyifiiid the darlfucifs. to ealle 
niglif. : niid iho evetimg ami die mnnuiig were thf^ first duy. 

Il Tl Ami (.!-(>(! Fiiiil. Let lb<.'r(^ bt u firniutiitnt in llie iiii(!st 
of tilt! w:itf;rs, liTid hi it, dividt! tlie waters i'l-otn ihu waleis. 

7 Aad Gild uindu tlic firiuiitiiCDt, and dividi?il tbu w%t«Ta 
liicb wore undtT ilic lirui.iineiix, I'rooi tLc waters wliicb were 

070 the firmaTJieiil ; aad it waa bo, 

8 And Gud aillod iIig finnuiiicnt licavcn; sod the evening 
QDd the itidrning were the accasd daj. 

!> ^ And God suiJ, Let tlie waters uuder fbe he&.TCTi be 
gathered together unto one place, and Ih tte drj land uppeur: 
and il w^is 8o. 

II) Aiid God called the dry land oartb, and Iho gatLoring 
together of the waters called he seas ; aad God saw that it wos 
good. 

11 And God Siid, let the earth hring furth grass, the lu'rh 
yieldiug fli-cd, and the fruit-troe yielding fruk after his kiuJ, 

Ephofti seed in in itself, upon the earth ; and it was ao. 
I 12 And tlie earth brought forth grass, aud herb yieMing 
Bccd uftcr hi.^ kind, and the tree yieliJiiig fruit, whoso seed 
WHS in itstiir, after bia kind : and God saw that it nus good. 
I 13 And the eveuing titid the TuorDitig were the third day. 
^ li Tl And Gud said, Let there be tigLta in the UrniameDl 
of the liL':treii, to divide ibe day froui the night ; and let them 
be for signs, aad for seasons, and for days, aud years. 

15 Aud let thoiu hi for lights la ths GnnaueiiC of tlie 
bcavoa, to give liglit upcm the earth ; aod it was so- 

I'J Atid God made two great lights; the greater liglit tl) 

rrule the duy, nad the lesser light to rule the UEgbt : he wihIo 
Ui'O stars -dho. 
IT And God set them in the firmament of the hcavec, 
give light upon the carlli, 
18 And to rulo over the day and OTcr the night, atii 
divide the light from the darkucBs; and God Baw tltiit it 
gooil. 

1!) And the eveninj! and the morning were the fnurth 
20 And God fiiid, Lut the vratera bring furth abundi 
tJje oioviBg c/ealifri! ih:U luuU tile, and I'owl tliut may 

K'yv tbo vjirth In the opeu linu^uicivl ol Wa^v.^-. 
/ And God created great w\a\«a,TjLuii:"iCT-j\\%v&v 
oJvveUj^ which the wntera Vtou^V^ toTOa^Xwai^wiM^^ 
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eir tiod, and CYcry wingnd fowl alter hia Had; aDd 
8UW tLut it was guoJ. 

22 Axiii God blessG'l tlieui, saying, Bo fruitful, aad muUi- 
ply, anJ fill tlie wattre in the eeujt, anj iet fowl laoltiply LU 
the earth. 

23 AdJ tka etcniog anct tto morning were the fifth daj. 

24 ^ Ai)(] Qo'3 saiil, Let tW enrtL Driug fortli tliu livi. 
creature after Lis fciiid, cattle, anJ crecjiiDg tLiag, nnd 
cif the earth after his kind : ami it wm an. 

25 AtiJ G-oJ maje the beast of llio earth after his kind, ft! 
cattle after tbpir kin*), aud evcrytliiag thiit creopetli upun the 

larth after his kioiF; and God savr that, it was goad. 
SO- ^ And Oud said, Let U8 make tnaa la our image, after 
ir-liSeiicsa : aud let thcia have documLoa over the fish of the 

8C3, and over tJic fowl of the air, aad over He catUe, aod OTcr 

all the earth, aad over every creeping thing th&t oreepetli upi 

tho eirth, 

27 Ho God created min rn his 01071. ima^e, in fhe image 

God created hr fn'm ; Ti'i'/-' ttmi ftinnlc cii-atal he thirlti, 
£8 And God Lletuted them, nnd Guii said Mnto them, 
•niifiti ami muiir'pfi/, aud rrjiljuriJi ikj; earth, and tiJjJwi 

'tt; <i7ul h'li^e dtiiniHinn ocer tJw Jhh of the »ea, and over the 

Jitvil of the air^ and over fver^ Uoivij ihiny thiit motelh upfta 

the eat iIk 

29 ^ And God said, Bclicld, I have given you every herb 

bearing seed, which is upim (he face of all the oarth, aud 

every tree, in whieb is thii fralt uf a tree yielding seed : to you 

it shall hi! for uieitt, 

SO AuJ to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of 
e air, aad to everything ths-t creepetb upoo the earth, 
herein there is life, I have given every greea herb for meat: 

and it was sd. 

31 And Oud saw Everything that he had mtido, and behold 

it waa Very good. Aud the evening and the morning were 
he sixth duy. 



CHAPTER ir. 



^^he SLxl 

^^■i Tbua the heavens and tbo cailli^CTe^D 
^■fj 0/ them. 
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2 And on tLe scv&ntlj ■iiny God cnJ(^ 1ji3 irnrl: whipe 
had made, and hfi reatcd dq ihe suwuiL diij fruiii M Ium work 
wbiob be hntl made. 

3 And God blessed tbe seventh dii; uud sanctified it : be- 
cause tbut in it Ue hod reBted froiu all his work, whiuli God 
creaLed and made 

4 Tf These are the geaenitiona of the benveiis and of tbs 
earth, when tbey -Kere created; in the daj that the Lord God 
made tbn earth and tbe beavepa, 

5 And eyery plunt of tbe field, before it Was in the eartb. 
ftad every herb of tbe field, before it grew; for tbe Lord Odd 
ha^ not cftU9f^d it to ra'm upon tbe earth, ami there wa» not a 
man to till tfie r/rati-nd. 

6 Bat tbero went up a miBt from tbe earthy and watered 
the wholo face of tb« ground. 

7 And tbe Lord God formed man of the dast of the gronod] 
and breathed into bla nostrils the brcuth of life; and oiao be- 
came a living soul. 

8 Aad tb^ Lord God planted a garden eastward nf Edeo; 
and there he put tbe man whom be bud formed. 

9 And out qf the ground uinde tlie Lord God to gr ivr cveiy 
tree that is pLeosunt tu the si^bt, aud good for food; the troG 
of life also la the midst of tbo garden, and tbe tree i>t know- 
ledge of gooil find evil. 

10 Add a river went out of Eden to ■water the ^rdun : and 
front thence it waa parted, and becaina ialo four heads. 

11 Tbo naiHC of tbe first ia Piaon : that is it wbich oom- 
pas3cr.h the whole land of Elavilah, where there ia Bold. 

\'2 And tbs gold of that land is good ; there la UdeltJam 
and the onys-itono. 

13 And th>9 name of the second river ia Glhon : ihe HLtno id 
it bbut oumpos&eLh tbe tb^ wbole land of Ktbiopi^. 

14 And the name of the third river ia Uidd'ckcl : that 
whieh softth toward the eaet of Assyria. Aud tbe fourUi ri 
Ib Euphrates. 

15 And tJie Lore] God took the man, aud put bim intoj 
Ifardcn of Eddn to dress it and to keep it. 

-/(? AliJ tliii Jj»rd Gi4il cnmm!\\iiW\ *,\\e Taa-TV, %a.;j-in{ 
every tree of the garden Ihou D»u.jt;st fKCti^ij co-V-. 
JF Uui of the tree of koywledgc ot ^tk aui.cs\\A\sW4'( 



lot Oil i of it; for id llio ilit; thut tliou calesl tlioreuf, tl 
.tialt s'lrd;; dio. 

IS 1 And (.lie Lord G»il gul'l, It is not good tliat the ua 
sljould be »l«jiiB ; I will iiiako liiui an lielji ini'el fur iiim, 

19 And out of tiic grcniB'i tlie I.rif<l U"J fimjifil every 
liuasb of tlio fictJ, :inJ c\oi-y fowl nf tlie air, and bn.ucbr. tWui 
unto Ailtiiu, to sen what liu wijuM L'all (.lifni ; and wliiitwi: 
AiliLiii csllod every living creature, tbiit was tli>'> uatrji; tliercj 

^0 And Adam gdve unnic!!i to all cattle, and tn lie fowl ■>? 
the air, and to evirry t^ast of the fidJ; but for Adam thero 
wa3 not foiiTid nn help meet for liiin. 

21 AnJ tlio Lord G-od caused a deep sleep to fall upOA, 
Adam, aad lie slept; und be took one oi lus ribs, aod clua 
ip tliu AdkIi instead thereof. 

22 AuJ tbe rib whicb the Lord God bad taken from mO 
aadu lio a woman, and brought her uulo tbc niaa. 

23 And Adam said, This is now hone of my bone, and flesh 
' my fleeb ; she sLall bo called WoinaUj bcci&se she wua takg 

out nf ni:L[i. 

24 Tliiirefore shall a man leave hie falbor and his motlM 
id sliiill cleave imLo bia wife; and they shall be one flesh, 

26 And the-y were both naked, the man nnd liJa wife, 
ere QOt a:ibaiiicd. 



Tbtse two cbapbers aro called the Mosaic accoiint of 
creation ; an^J wo ar-e told, nnlicidy Icnowa by whom, that Moa< 
WU3 instructi'd by Gud to write tbat acMUUt. 

ft baa liajipi-ned tbat every nation of people has been worlil- 
makeris; and each m^iltes llio world to begin bis own way, na 
if ibey liLtd all been broiigbt np, ub lludihraa says, to tba 
trade. There are husdredb of difllTwnt opiuiona aud traditions 
how tlio world U'jran.* My busiueaa, however, in tbie place, 
is willy wilb thiBc two cbajitera. 



* III tlkia wurlil-tiiiikiiKg triLilc;, m»n, of dDiirse, li&a hclJ il oa 
Spicliouft filaoe ; anJ, fo^ tlie Kfi^'licjilion of tho curious inquiror, t 
«ilitor BMtiiniiiH two BpL-ciiritna uf (1k' (ipniioiie of WatuwV Twm,\3a.-s*,- 
[■uiit ti> tlic infijijicr (if his liirinatioii, mid iJi. ta\a BVkbstt^iv.i. ^iSi- '^Ns.a. 

tfcrt.^ (Aerjittjjjicul noQstUations, and ti^Wcs.Vvi'a Q^ '^'^^'^^i 
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1 begin tteo bj saying, that those two chapters, inat^ 
containiog, as has beep believed, ooe iwntinued sccouat of llie 
creation, writtea by Moses, contain two differeqt nud coQtra- 
dictory etoriaa of » creation, made by two differept persons, 
and written in two di&reot styles of exprcssioo. The evi- 
ls or ^e&t authority nmong tbe JsTia. It was eflmpo^ed b^ c»talD 
Icftmeil mbTjins, compreliCbJs twclvu bulky folios, and f«tty ye«x9 »» 
(Aid to haTo been cun&utned to its compUntion. In fuel, it ig deemed 
to Boiitaiu lUa wAf^^ liodTf of diviniii/ for tbe Jcwisli uatioa. Altbdogb 
tlie Scriptui-ca tell UB that ihi Ldtd Oo4 formed man of the dust of iki 
gmuail, tliej do bot ('Splftln the tnatincr in ivbicl) it waa done, ud 
Uiese ductord HUppl^ tli« deAuenc^ 11.9 fulloni : — 

" A4«ni'» ip(/;/ was nmda of the ¥artb of Cftbj'lou, bia heaJ «( tbt 
lanJ cf iBrud. bis otber ntmburs of other pju-ts of the world. IL 
lUeir tLou);bt ho v&a coiiipacl of tlie earth, gnthcrtMi out of tL« wMi 
ftnrLh ; as it is written, thine ri/M did ttt ntg fub»tnnfc. Now il is cW 
whero writlun, t/ie t;/M of tht Lard are over alt the earth. B, Ah^ 
exprosaly miirka ttie (^(^^(^ konn in wb'cb bis >-ikrlau3 ptLrtswer* 
formed. Ilia stature wns fram one en<t of the irorld to thv oiit^r : and 
it waH fgr hia tran^gr-cHsIcn lliiit tbe Cantor, lajiiig lii^ hniMl in uiglt 
OIL him, iosai^ucd him ; for before, snjs K. Eleiizer. with h'n kikoi U 
TCftch^d the firuitmcnt. K. Jehuda tbinksMsffiU wnslieKiij; but B- 
Isaao tbiiiks it was uourishiiig hJa foresk-iti," 

The MaUameton bhviuh ^re thv following itccoiuit of tho vmt 
traus fiction: 

"Wbi^n Ood wished to CKntc inau, bcacntUiB an^et Gabriel tn take 
a haudful of *nct of the aevca beds wliich composed the Piii-lh. But 
when clic liitler hoard the order of God, she feLC much ftldrmeil, wi 
requEaCei the hcaveiiiy meBsouger to i-e^ii'e^i&tit to Qod, thai im tU 
creiiture he wn.g nbfiiit to form mi^hi cbuDco to rcbal odic dflv ruiiir^l 
liim, this would bo ibe dk^uds of bringing upou b«rself liV 
maludiclioti. Gud. Iiowerer, fiir frum lintctiing to this -, 
degjmtcbiid two iilliti- n.ngel.1. AiichiLd And Azirfiel, to Execute iii^ mli, 
but tlivy, riiu?cd wilii cumpaa.sioo, were prevailed upon aginn tO Is.* 
ths W1iii>]riLnl3 of tbu Eiirlh nt the teiii of ber nuihur. Then Owl 
■ocnfincd tbo tst'cuiion of his conimaud^ to th* furmi-bibk A»r»d 
aluiio, wbo, iTg;ini]Cti3 i>f fill Iho e&l'th blight sa^. Violently 
froTii bnr hosoiii seven bnndfuld from licr various atrala, iind O 
them iulo Arabia, wleie tho work of urcAtion waa tu bo comf 
As In Aetac!, Uod wiii^ aa wl-U pl«aatd with Ibe dc^^liL^^ive uinuDt 
which be liud acleil, tb^iL hi; |;iivii Mm the otbi^uof si'piinitiiig 
frem th« Imdy, vbcuce hu ia vnHt-'d the Aii^dI of Dv^itli- 

•- Mi'Miwliilc, ihc ungelfi huviiig kucriili^d l)ii:t e«rili, O^d Tuonl 
wff/r Vi/i nir/j JinmJd, mid lull 'i\ sniob t\ifl« lUwt it mi^Iil get dr 
Angela JiiUgbti:'! to giiiu iijum l1ieVifc\ess,\m\.\stTk'j.>ilrfi.\mM-.%, 
^xcepiSo,, t,j- lijjfff', or Lucifer, why, \jcni u.^"^ t-iW. *xmt^ 
tie fftamacii, which giTiugu WUtjw BOim^t^" MiJAi-Kiu,wftas,i 



lencQ th&t ahowR this is eo clear when attended to irith< 
prejadicc, that, did we meot with tlie a&me evidcni^e in an 
Arabia or Chinese secgant of a creation, wo should not In 
tatc io proQOUQviag it & forgery. 

I proceed to distinguish the two stories frora each otbcr. 

The first storj begiaa at tbe first Terse of the first chtipter, 

and etidd ftt ttie etid of the third versfl of the second chapter: 

for th& adverbial conjunction, THUS, with which tliG eecood 

<:liBpter begiQS (As the re&der will aee^j oooDects it&elf to the 



% 



will te hollow, it will often neod being fiUod, and will bo, therefora, i 
uposed to pregnant temptations. UpoD tltb, be ulied th« angela | 
}iow tl]«y K«uld Kct if Qod viaheil to r«Dder them d^pemJent upoa 
this SQTQr«Lgii whkb he was about to give to the earth. The; readily 
nnewCTed thut they wouM &bejr; but &!lhou^ti Eblia did not openly 
dis3<^at, he i-asolved within, bimatilf Lbat be would not follon ILeir 
eiamp!?, 

" After (be body of the firet mm had been prnperly prepared, God 
AniuiAicd it with &a intelligent aoitl, acd cle.d him la epkfidid &nd 
■nanellDus g&rm(fnt3, auiteil tu tint dignity uf thia foTonred leiug. 
He now cgmmmidei] hie $iDg«ls to fall prustratc bel'ere AdtWl. All vt 
tliem olieyed, with the exceptioD of £)blia, vbo was is aoiiseqiicnoe 
imnii!diali?ly expelled froQi heaven, and hid pliu^fi given to Adorn." ' 

Tlie t'ormadon of Ets from one of the ribs of the first man, is the 
ftame aa that recorded in the Blblv, r9 ia also the order giveti to the 
'lather of TDUDkind, not to taste the fruit of a particulnr irce. Eblia 
seized this ojipDrtunit^ of revcn^A. Having ns^ociated the pescnck 
wui the eerpeai in tj^ie enterprise, they bj their t^ily sp'eecbeB 9-t 
persuaded Adam to become Boilty of disobedience. But no 
had they touched the forbidden fruit, tban their eormeuts 
~ on the ground, and the sight af their nakednega coTcned them 
both with .sbaniQ and with confuBioQ, Tbey mnde tl coTcnrig for 
their body with 6g ietiYsa : but tbey were both Lmmedjately caudosmed , 
h) luboiu-. AJid ta die, and Imrled down fiaia Paradiae. 

Adam r«U npon Iho mountain of Sarcndip, in the island of Ccyton, 
vht!iv a nii>iint49i'iD is called by his nania tn tb« present duy. Eve 
d»g eeparutGd frotn her apouse in her fall, flighted oa the spot n-here 
liiim iiuit etoniis, and EbltB foil not far from Ibo eninc spot, As td 
ho pc>iii;«t^k uiid the H&ake, the former dropped iu Hiudostan, and the | 
tter in Arabia. AdaiD, soon feeling Ute euomiJCy of his faiilt, im- 
lurcd ibc mercy of God, who rolontin^. §ent down his ongeli? frum 
it-cn with a taberuaclc, irhich they placed on tho &p<fl Trhcre Ah^A- | 
n, n.t a Mihaoqiient peri-ud, built the temple of Mecva. Qo-bcveL 
Btruotvd liim in ttie ritoa and octcmciniea ^ftri^YBiiA ^ftiwo!*. *i» 
_-nitiiarv, in order thiU be might obtain Uie ioxpNfcTkfeRR y^Vw yS^iwae^ 
!</ fl/ferw/mifa led hha tu llie laoantdD ot &.Tai']i.t,"«^*^*'c>-*"^*\^'*^ 
trttoai he hud he«a now sepniaua abo^c Iwo Um^iit'^ "^^ 
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laat vcTac of tlic first, clmpter, ani llirse tbrpo veraoa bi-luDg to, 
and iDiiktj tbt eo!ichi?ton of tlie Urat attity. 

Tiio secund story bcgiiiaat Ibfi fuut'tli verse oT the sccMul 
lapter, and cnJs wiili tliat cljaiitcr. Tliose two atortca Ijmo 
bcien coiifiitit'J iulo one, hy cutting off th-e ihrvti last vtirsGS uf 
tho first Htorv, and tlirowing tiiem to the seqond cbapti.T. 

I go DOW tu sIldw tliut tbosG fitoricfl bavc beea written bj 
ro diSereut porsons- 

From the first verse of the first chapter to tic end of tho 3d 

rse of tliG socond cbaptcr, which makes the *holc of l)ie first 
f, the word GOT> ia used wiitbout any tpitbct oir uddititmal 
1 conjoined with ic, as the r«ftdfir will see : and this stvle 
of exprt*,sslun la invuriiitily used ihrougliout tli<s wbolo of this 
Bfory, and ia repeated un Ices than thirty-five times, viz. " In 
the begiiiuhg -IjOD created the heaveiia and tlio earth, and the 
spirit of Cod moved on llie fiicc of the wa.terp, a.nd GoD said, 
let there be light, atiJ Gou suw the lijibt," &e. &.c. 

Cut iiiimcdiatcly from the beginning of the fourth iicrse of 
tbe Bcuoud chapter, where the second s-tnry begins, tbc style at 
esprespioD is :iIw,'!Ts the J/oril find, and this style of cxpreb- 
sion is iuvariabij used to the end of Iha chjiplor, and IS repeated 
eleven times ; in the one it is always QoD, and never the £<">/ 
God I in the olhcr it is always the Lord Gotf, and never (imp. 
— The first Btory coLtains ihirty-fotif verses, and repents t.!wJ 
single word God tliirtj-fi»c timon. The second stnry contain* 
twentj-two V'Sracs, and repents che compound vtord Xortl-Ooi 
clcTCU times; this differenee of slyle^ go cit'teu repeated, and H 
uuiforuily continued, sUowf?, tiint those two chiipttra, contatiiing 
two different atoricB, are written by different peraims; it is 'tb« 
&BtnG in nil thi> dilTcrent editions of the Bible, in all the \aa- 
gaiigeb I have Ecen. 

Hnviog thua shown, from tiic differenoe of style, thai, tboap 

two chaplers, (Jividod, as ibey properly divide thcmselvoHj kt 

tbo ead of the third verse of the second ehapt^r, are the wurfc 

of two difftTent porsooB, I come to show, from the cint radi<!t(«j 

~ jatters. they contain, that ihey cannot be the Wutk of ODe 

erson, and arc two different stories. 

It is impoSMhle, unless the writer Was a luflatlc, without 
ienjorj, tliut oitii ami tlic same tvcrsdn tniiM aay, ss is esid in 
the :*Tth and •2%t\i verses of Hit ftT=t .tVa-^\.«^'' ^.. <XtA 
tv-eatc^i man ui fiia ojcn ini<(|;'', in tlic iTi-uy' "J tMx\ t-voataA 



LltTTKlt Tl* MIL. EUh^KINIJ. 



rhe htm; nuil': unU j\mn!i: ixrnli>l hr tJi'-m .•' iih'/ Uml hUsne 
tliKvi, aivl 0<fd ha^'t unto lltKm, li'-/r»li/nl nml nnt/h'fJy, um 
ri'ijli'iiUh ifm cnrlh, nnd tu(ji/'ir ft, ami Imw \{iim'nion &ii< 
the jiik of the ne't, and ocer iJi': JqicU -o/' Ihr nir, nnd tvr 
hfin-j Ij'th'j Ouil nv'iji-th on the jU'ti of Chr. rur/Ji," U i», 
nuy, i[U[>Ci^^ib!c tliut llic Stnae jiersoii, vha mud this, could 
after wiinlti say, as ia said in (lie sucnn^ diapior, \vt. 5, n»i 
iJit-fi; Kim iifft a man to iiK iiic i/nuirufi iiatl tlicn J)ro«x'e<l 
tLe 7th verse to give awotber accouut of the making a edai 
fur ihti Srst timc^ udcI aftcrworils of tlic uiLiking a womaa ouC 

biB rib. 

A;^.-Liii, one and the same person could not m'ite, ss is writton 
in tie 29ili terse of tlie fjist 'cLaptcr : " Bebold I i^Ood) Lava 
givtfti jou every herb bouriag seed, wliiiih is on tbe faeu of tbs 
uartlij and evgrj treCj ia which is tho fi-uit of a (rco "bearit 
BceJ, tu you i% sEja.lI be for neat," and aftcrwartla eaj, as 
fiuld ill llio geaoad chapter, tbat. tlie Liprd-tlod planteij i\ tree 

K' I tlic midst of a grirdca, and turbud man lo eat tlicreor. 
Again, one and tbe same pu-rscm coalduot saj, " TJiva li 
taccn^ and ili€ caitk ictre Jiiltalcd, and idl the host 'if thtir 
aim Oil tJie acfcnth daj/ God cndi-.il Iii'a leorJc lehitk /le Atiit 
made;'- and sbortly after set the Cicator to w-'.rlt Again, to 
plunt a gardci], to make u iimn atid u ivomun, &.a.^ as is 
duDO in ibc sci^ond cEiaptcr. 

Tlore axQ tvitlciitly two diCfcrDiit etorica contradicting 
olh'Ci'. — According to the first, tbe two ecscs, t!n3 runic 
(Lc t'oiu&lc, M'cre iiiudc nt tbe mine tiuiu. Acuurdiug Lo tbu 
BCtfund, tliey wtira made at different linics; the man lirst, the 
■woniau afterwards. — Accurding to tbe first &tory, tliey were 
to hare d<}iiiiuiua over all llie ear(L. Accordiug to the satoiid, 
(lidir dnininion was limited to a giirden. Hdw liirge a giinica 
it I'lmlii Ije, tbat one man and one woriitui could dress and keep 
in nrdvt', I Icftve to the prosecnlorj the judge, the jury, and Mt._ 
""yf^ltine to dct'-THiine. 

The story of the talking serpent, and its tete-a-tate wit 
Eve : tiie doleful lulvtuturc, called llio FisMnf Man: and hoi 
le wns turned mit uf this i]i5c garden, urd how thi; grirdcn WB 
rwat'd'^ Imlii'd up mid f;;mirded by a flaming sword (\i aii^ 
■e Ciin tell wllILt a flauilDg swm'il is'),\n;VA\^ W^^^i^'i'^'^ "^ 
hccad story. They luvc nti touvic^Vj'iv VvOa Ai«- Ssss 
. -l<.!.if./(nj til iIjo lifbt, Uiett vtvA uo ^witu u^v. 
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no forbiddea tree ; tbc scquq mas tlie wLoIo eartb^ aod^H 
foliit of nil the trees w^s hIIuwcmI to be r»Ien, ^H 



In giriog this example of tlic sl.tnug« state of llie Rib!*, ft 
CUtiDoC be said t have gO'Ue out of tuy way to seek iL, fiir t 
have taken the beginning of the bookj nor can it be said I 
have made more of it, than it nmkes of itself. That there ara 
two itcai^A 13 as visible to the eyCj wben attended to, as ttint 
there are two chaptera, and tlint tbey have been written b/ 
different peraonsj nobody knows hy wlioin. If ihig, the&„ is 
the Btrange comlit'iDn the beginning of the Bible ia in, it leads 
Co a just BU»pit^ion, that the othiT purts are no better, and 
consequently it becomes every oiaa's duty to examine the case. 
I Lave doDG it for myself, and am sa-li^lied tbat the Bible U 

Perbapa I ahujl be told in the can>t-language of tbe dn^^| 
I have often been toM by the Bishop of LlnTtdalf au<3 oiucn^. 

of tliir grvtvt and laudable pama, that maoj pious anil luurued 
men bavo taken to explain the obscare, and ri;conc-i1e the COD- 
tradictOrj, Or as they say, the gei-miw/li/ rontracficlarjf, pai- 

Bsgea of the Bible. It is because the Hible needs suuh au ud< 
dertaking, that ia one of the f rst clauses to suepeet it is not 
tbe word of God : thia single reflection, when carried home M 
the uimd, is in itaclf a volume. 

What I does not the Creator of the Universe, the Ponntain 

^^of all Wiadom, the Origin of all Science, the Author of all 

^vKnowledge, the God of Order and of Harmony, know how to 

P^write ? When we contemplale the vast ecuuuuiy uf thecreutkOD ; 

when we behold the unerring reguUrity of the visible solar syi- 

tela, tbe perfection with which all its several parta revolve, aai 

by corresponding assemblage, form a whole ; — when we laancb 

our eye into tbe boundltsa oce:in of space, and see ourselves 

Enrronnded by innumerable worlds, not one of which yoriee 

j^H from ttH appointed plact — when we trace tbe power of a Cre»- 

^Htor, from a. wite to aq elepb:ant — from an atom to an naivers^ 

^^ can we anppose that the mind that could conceive such a dwign, 

and the power that executed It with in com parable perfection) 

cannot write without ioconsisteacy ; or tbal a book so written 

cau be the work of stioL a power? The writings of Thomas 

Tiufl^^ ereo ofTbomus I'uine, uced no covam^iiliitor to erpLain, 

expoand, urtsmge, and re-arrange iheVt Be\ft'cu\Y^ite,Vj-sKvAst 

iateliisiblQ — lie can reUtB a. Sael, nc -w^'i^ft »«. 
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iltout forgetling in one ptigc what be lias written in anotLe 
— CCTtaiuly, then, dtii ttie God cif oil pfrffction coradeet'cnii to 
write or diulate a book, tJiiit book wonl-ij be 'as perfect ns lillil- 
setf ia perfect : tbo B]bl<! is not so, and il is toufL'saodlj nut bo, 
by tbe attempts to a^nend it- 

Porhapa I almll be toEd, that tLougli I tavc produced one 
instunce, I cannot producfl another of equa! force. One is suf- 
ficient to cfkll in {|uc3tioii ibc geouincnesa at autLi(^nticil; of an; 
buok that pretends to be the word of God; for auch a book 
would, na before Givid, be aa perfect as its author is p(>rf(?ct. 

I will, however, advance ouly four chapters further int« the 
boi:ik of Geoesis, and producL'! another esample thj,t is suHiGicril 
to invaJidatG the story In which it hclc/Dga. 

We Lave M bou.rd of Noah's Flood; and it ia impoEsihIc to 
think of the whole buDia.[i race, men, wnrngn, clnlJren, atnl 
infants (escept one family) deliberately drowniug, without fuel- 
ing a pajufial gcnsation ; that heart must bo a h^art c>f flj»t 
that can contemplate augh a acsae with tranquillily. There la 
nothing in ihe ancient mythotnnj, nor in the ruhgion of uny 
peopli; we know of upon the giobej that retiords n senlon«o of 
thetr God, Or of th*it Gods, bo treiiietidoosly severe (iml nicr- 
cilesa. If the atorj be not true, wc blaspboniouslT dislionour 
God by believing it, and still in&re ao, in forcing, by laws and 
penaltieg, tbiit belief upon othnrB. I go now to .show from the 
face of the atury, thiit it flarriea the evidence uf nut boing 
true. 

I know not if the judge, the jury, and Mr. Erskine, wtu 
tried und convicted Williunifl, eser read the Biblfi, or tiiow 
BQythltig of ittj contcntSj uud thercfarQ I will Etato tho caso 
precisely. 

Therti were no such people aa Jews or larnelites, tn (ho titae 
at Noab ia said lo have liTcd, mod poii-arquently there was 
such law as tbfit which is called the Jcnbh ur Mosaic law. 
is, according to the Eibli,", more than six hundred years 
'om the tiijn; the flood is said to have Lnppeued, to the tini« 
MoscB, and con&cqueutly the time the flood is aaid to have 
ippened, was more than aix hundred jeara. prior to the law 
called ihtf Law of Closes, even admitting Modca to have been , 
" i; giver iif that law, of whitih vbcTQ 'iS ^i^aV v,'i.'4%ft \.'^ ^vt^V- 
We have livre two differctil c\icicti.?,, ot \m\v\'& vS. ^■^^°''^'' "^^ 
UivBuad, and that of tkc U^ ot ■^\cftfct\ <\sft i^^^a^^. 
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tiuin sis: liuiiilru<l yenrn prii^r lo tbo lutLer. Tint Uie niai.tt 
vf itio s1'"ir_j' "f ilii; tl«!i>d, wliocvcr iie wiis, has K'lriiyi'J Uim- 
Efilf by bluiiiJctiug, for lie lius re-vcnscd r lie order of llic limoa. 
lie hiia tultl llic story, as if ibc [atv uf Musics wu» pric^r t» Uia 
flocul; for L« hna uinde Gml to sny ti> Niiali, Ij^iiesi^^, clftiji. 
vii, ver- 2, " Of every clcau 'beasi, thou slialt lake uato Uii"0 
Ly KY'Sws, male iiud liis fcnialti, aud of bruits that oro Wit 
chnn by Iwn, tlio male »n<l lii.'^ fciualo." TLiis id the JUonUQ 
law, anil couiil odly bii said afiec ttat Uiw waa given, iiat U*- 
foru. Tlicrc w^3 no rulIi (Lings aa bcaatu clean and uncltua 
in the tiiue of Noiili,— It ia nowhere BliiJ they vcvo crealod 
BO. — Tlicy woFG only ili:f'Utn4- to be bo, tm mr.nti^, by ihc 5[iJ- 
Biiic l:iw, and tba.t lo the Jl'WS only, uhhI there wiin no such 
ji^'0|ile iw Juw3 ill tbu lime of Xoiili. This ia the bluodcring 
liuU'lilit^u ill irbicb (his striiiigc story staiids. 

When iTG ruUctit on a scntL-tioc m Irenieiidou.'jly severe, as 
that, of coHsigning the whole buninn race, eight persona excepted, 
to delib-crate drcjwflivtg; a soutunee, vrhich rupreRUla the Oreil- 
t&r in a ijiorc uicrcileas character tbun uuy of tii'igc wbnm ntt 
call Taga-os, ever represented th^ Cryatur to bp, utiJiT tbc 
figure of a.ny of their deilloa, we ought at least Ui susjieml uui 
belief of it, oa a eniuparisoQ of the beneficent character yf 1I19 
Creator, with the trc!ui!'tld':»da severity of tlic sealcncu ; but 
when wo hoc the story toM with such an evidont cotitradietion 
ol eircuniattiu.L'es, we ougiit to set it down for nothing better 
llian n Jewish labile, told by nobody taovTS whom, and nobydy 
knows when. 

It is u rclLuf to tiic genuiDC and sensible soul of man to I 
the alory uufuandiid. It frees na from two fiaiufuJ se:D6ati| 
at once; thiit of iiaving bard tUouj^'hls of the Creator, oni 
count oi' tlie flcverity of the BontencB j uitd tbu.t of fivnipaihi? 
ia tbe horrid triigcdy of a drowuiuj; worlJ. Ho who canuot 
feul thfj force of what I mean, is not, in my tstiuiatioa^ 
cLariiL'ter, worthy tba name of a hunmn being. 

I have just eaid tliLTc is great cause to doubt, if th« la* 
calJeJ the law of JSlnsos, was given hy .Mosea; (be books, adlod 
the books of M'>scs, wiiioh tniitaiii aniH)n(; other (hingsi, vrliQt 
is called the Monaii; law, are pot in frotit of the Bibtt*, in lliv 
timuncr of a (luiisliMftiiTiti, willi a history annexod to it, JIiuJ 
tJicsc books been written hy Mnet?,, vW^ wimW '.\\A^.^■^\)^J 
^ave bceu the oldest books in L'bc TiWAo, auiX 'iu'C\'0ift4 
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placed first, nnd the law nnd t!in hhlnry xhvy CAnliiin, wtml 
he frcfjueolly referred lo lo tin- iHinkm ili.ii fnllnw ■ hut this i. 
not tlie case. From the liDtcof OlbciLel, lln lir.'tt of %l\c iviigc 
(Judges, chap. iii. vcr. Et.) to thp cml of tliQ book of Judgei^^' 
wbicb VPntaias a period of four hundred nod tcii years, iliiA 
Jaw, and thoge bouks, were Dot in practice, nor kuowD STJiory 
tho Jens, nor ure tbty so mu'cb as aUui^led to Cbruusbout the 
whole of that periorU And if the reader will (■xaniine ite 
22d and 23d chapters of the 2d hook of Kiugs, snd :>4th chop, 
ter 2d Chron. be will find that do such law, nor anj au<.h 
books, were known m the time of the JtwisL moDflrchj, nnd 
that the Jews were Pagana during the whole of that time, and 
of their judges. 

Tho firrit tiine the Uw, called the law of Mnsca, made its. 
nppeanLUCfi, was in ihe time of Josiuh, about a tliougand yearn 
after Mosca ■wa.s dead ; it is then R'aid to have been foand hj 
accident. The account of this Duding, or pretended finding, 
j3 given, 2d Ghron.ehap. ixsiv. ver. 14, 15, 16, 18: "Hilkiah, 
the priest fonnd the book of the law of the Lord, givon bjr' 
Moaes; and Hilkiah answered and siiid to Shaphan the BcribQj.^ 
I base found the book of tho law ia the house of the Lord;^ 
and Hilkiah delivered the hook to Shapimn, and carried the 
book to the king, a-nd Shapban told the king (JosiahJ^ saying, 
Hilkiah the priest b&th gJA-eo me a book.'' 

In consecjuencQ of this finding, which nmch rcatmblea thai 
of poor Chattcrton finding manuscript poema of Rowley the 
Monk in the Cathedral ehorch at Bristol, or the late finding 
of manuflcripts of Sbabapcare iti an old{;heHt (I wo well known 
frauds), Josiah aholished the Pagan riiligiou of the Jews, 
massacred all tbp Pagan priests, though be hiniHctf bad been 
a P^gan, us ttie reader will see in the 23d clmp. 2d Kings, 
and tdua established in blood, the kw that is there calkd Ibo 
law of Moses, and instituted n- passover in com me mora t ion 
thereof. The 'I'l^ "ver. speaking of this juLssovcr, saya,^^^ 
"Surely there yi:\s not toldeti euch a pnsaovcr from tlie dayS^B 
of the judges, that judged Israel, nOr, in all Ihe days of the 
kiD]fs ot I^rutrl, nor Ihe kings of Judah ;" and the 25th versfl 
in speaking of rhia priest-killing Josiah, say^, " hih': "<<.\At\\\l\n^ 
tkrTf it-in no khtij U/hrv Am, \\va\ t\»TTii'& \,rv iVfc V^i'^i. ^'Av 
all his fieait, nnd wifJi all hia gou\, aut\ wiVV B\\\v\'i m-.'^A-, '^'^- 
cwdiDff (t> all tLo hw of Musca -, neitltflr v/tcr Kim otus^ w*^* 



am/ lUie him.'* Tliia verse, lito tlif- former ont, is 
dcciamtiou against all the y>re(^ediny kings wit!ii>iit, a 
It i? qUu :i ilL'clur»tioa ugiLln^t all lliat rc^i^ncJ aftei 
wliich there were four, tbu wbrile time of wliuse reignii 
tut tweoty-two years iiud sis montiis, before the J 
entirely broken op as a. naljoq and their rnutiartliy 
It if, thercfure evident ibnt tbe law, called llio law 
of isbicli tLc Jews talk s-q much, was prDiiiulgitti:d 
lisliL'il only in the latter time of the Jewisb inonarc 
\s very rt;piark:Lbl?, tbu.t no sooDer haii lliL'y 6&tii! 
tbaii tLcy were a destroyed people, as if they were 
for acting an itnpositioti und ftfiixitig the naiuc of llii 
it, and niaB.=?acrci ng their former pricEta nnder tlic p; 
ifeligi»u. Tlie Bum of the history of the Jews is t1 
continued to be a nation about a tbousand years, 
established a law, wEiioh they culled th« law of the £n 
Ij/ Mffun, and were destroyed, Thia ia not opinion 
toriL';i-l evidence. 

Levi tlie Jew, who has written an answer to tb 
Jiriifuji, givca tt Strange acwuDt q£ the Ibw calWd t] 
31 nses. 

In speaking of the ^tpry of the sun and moon &lxni 
that tbo laraelitcs might cut the threats of all tbeiiy 
and hatig all their kings, &s told in Joshua, cb. i.J 
"There is also unofher proof of tho reality of ihii 
which is, tlic appeal that the author of the book fl 
uinkes to tha boiik of Jaaher — ^ la not rju's wrtttin it 
nf .laaJirr?' Hence," continues Levi, "it ia man 
the book cotatnonly called the hook of Jushcr, existoi 
well ktiown at ihe liiOB tEie bouk uf Jwhua waa writ 
pi^y, Sir,"' continues Ijevi, "-what book d^i you tLiuk 
why, no other than fAc hi to 0/ Moses!" — Lotj, like t 
of Llondaff, aud many other gueps-woik comineiitiit< 
fvrgets, or does not know, what Ihero i& in. one pig 
Bible, when he is giying his opinion upon anotbier p 

I did notj howevtr, espcct to find 10 much iga<i\ 

Jew with re.spcet to the history of ills n^ition^ ihou^ 

not be surpiiscd at it in a Hi-'Iiop. Tf Lfvi will lo'i 

scroant gifcn in the first c\nk^. 2>\ \)'.^(\W of Saium 

Aamhkite stnyiii!^ Saul, end bvi-n^u^ tW. ct-jisuKO 

to />and, ho will ficid tbe foUcwVug ru;\«>.\,\>4t.' 
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AnH DavtJ called one of lUc. ynuiig rrifii, and flniiJ, (jn tio^^H 
ami lull iigirici liiiii ilha Aiunlckltr), iinnl liu .'jiimiui liiin tlint h^HI 
diod : and David lanicuU^d with llii>t laitiaDlutkm ovit Saul^^ 
and ovuT JutiiiLLiiii lib bnn; also ha budo llioin tunoli tlic L'liil- 
ilrcn tbe use of tbo bow •f—h'hol'f, it. iV wriUrn in ihr hook •>/ 
Jiislirr." If the boui of Jaslier were wiial Irfvi calb it, tliu 
law of Maae,'!, -writteo b^ Mi'sas, U is not. pnssjblo Ilijil jiny- 
thidg tliut David said or did, could he writttn in that Inw, 
siiioc MusCa died more Ibnn livo ImnJrcd jcurs before DuviJ 
was horn; and on llic niiicr liand, nihnhtiDg the bunk of Jit^hijr 
to be tEie law cftllod llif; liiw of Jli^scs; that biw must li;iso 
bep-n written more thun live buudrcJ jtiiira iifter HIosl's wiiti 
dtiud, or it cDoUi tif)t ri'laie aiiytUmg stild nr done by David. 
Jjcvi may laku whitb oE tlit'te ivLi&tiS be plt;!i!ius, fur bolli aro^J 
agatutit biui. ^H 

I am not f^oing in tbe course of tbis letter to writu a cdiu^H 
meutary on tlie Biblo. The two idstanofs I Lave produced, 
niid wbk'h ate tukt.'U from tbo bogiimiLig of tbe Ifiblc, tbow 
tbi! necessity of examining it. It is a book that ha.8 been read 
moro, and eiaiDiiiGd lesa, than any Ijook that ever existed. 
IIai3 it come to us an Arubio or CbiiLU.'^ book, and said to 
have !>Mli a aacrcd book by the peopLe from -wliom it came, 
DO apolngy would bave been made for the confused and disor- 
dflrly Bliite it is in. The tales it relates of tbe Creator would 
lisive been ceoftiirRd, and our pity escitod for those who believed 
llicm, We sbuuM EifLTQ vindica-ted tbe goodnesa of God agamsi 
Hucb a book, and prcQchcd up tbe disbelief of it out of ruvcF' 
Biice to bim. AVIiy tbeu do wfl not act oa biinounibly by the 
Creator in tUo one ease Jia we would do io tEic other? As a 
Chinese hook wo would buvt! Ciuoiined it ;— ought we not than 
lo exatsiDc it aa a. Jcwiftb book? The Chioe^e arc a people 
who li!ivo all the ufdjiearaouo of far grtater nutii|iiily than tbe 
Jews, And in poiist of permanency there is no coiuparison. 
Th«y arc aUo a people of mild manneri* and of good morals, ex- 
cept where they have been eorrupted by European CEimmercfl.^i 
Tet WC lake the •Sut'l of a rfisUess, bloody-minded people, 0>^^B 
tilt' Ji>wi of PalcRtine wcit, when wa would reject tbe samc^H 
autUorliy from n bn^tter pynple. Wo wiglii to see it is habit 
lind iirr-juilii-n tliat havr prt^VollU'd \iWi\iV: ^ti\ra e■y^■^a\■w.\^•i,'^^is54 
Silh. Thti^e of (bu Cburcli of V-ii^ai'ii etW \^ "a^X-^ ,\i«=>«»^^ 
^^~ Tcv* caShii it stij and because <;u^V)\ii atA tsa'^SL^a W" '^ 
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parliament call it so, and thej read it frmn custom. Pi< 
tcrs road tt fcr ttc purpose of dotrtririnl wmlrnvorgy, nnd are 
Tcry fertile in disoOvcnca and. invcations. But inme of llicffl 
read it for the pnro purpose of iufnrnKLtwn, ami of rtiiilcring 
justice to the Creator, hy examining if the evidenre it 
taina warrants the belief of its being what it is calloJ. Inal 
of d&ing this, they take it blindfolded, and will have it 
the word of God whethor it be so nr not. For my own 
my belief in tlie perfection of the Deity will not permit 
believe iLjit a book so inaaifeatjy obscure, diaotdcrly^ fmd 
tradictory, can be his work. I can write a better buok luy 
V.Thia disbelief in me proceeds from my bclipf in the Crcal 
I cannot pin my faltli upon tlio »aij »o of Ililkiah the pnaC 
who anid he found it, or any part of it, nor upooSUflphau (lie 
Bcribe, nor upon iitiy pirieata, nor any scribe or man yf tbe Un 
of the present day. 

As to acts of piirliaTQcnt, thera fire some thai any thott m 
ftUcbes aud wizards; and tSie persnns wbo mfiiJc thnsu acta (it 
was in the time of James the First), made also sonje aeU 
wbioh call t!ic Bible tlie Holy Scriptures, or Word of Gml 
But acts of parliiimfint docide nothing with reypecE to OiiJ; 
and as these acts of parliament makers were wrong wilh n* 
epect to witcLes aad wiaa.rd?f they may nbo be wrou^ wild 
respect to the book iu question.* It ia therefore oeecssMj 

* It ia afQictlng to liumnDicy to roB-Bct Umt, nttvr thv blooiJ ahcA U 
eatAbliah the dmuily of ills' JunUh Bcnplurt'H, it tiliould ba.\a Ikmii&i* 
Decflsaary to gfAat a new iliTpcfitatian, wliidi. Ibronjcli u.a(>i?I)el' and 
GVuRictiniJ; opipiona respe-cting its truD ■conj-truttion, U:is cnst m^ grpU 
or ^eater aaonficaa tbuD iLc former. CuCUtili-oa, wlien ilmy Imd ih« 
aacdnd&ncy. Tiiiral Friiteataula, wlw. in turn, le4 Ciitholiea to Um 
BULkc, aud both iinUed in c^tiinmiiiithig Dissentcra. Tlie pUi—trr, 
Tfhoa lb>iiy Ltid the ptiwer, iiarsucd ttic s^uie cuurse. Tbe il 
. aet dC CiilYiu, ia th-a humiDg of Dr. Servistus, 18 ml awful w u 
this fast. Servctus BuJ)'erGi3 two boura iu a slow lira t)cri>re iiin ww 
extinct. The Diiiiionicrs, vrbu cscupeil troru Enjjleuid, ItaJ srare.iiy 
BcateJ tht-nisL'Ives in the wilds of Auu-rica, lipforB tliey b<^i-.. ; ■ 
IcrmmnCe frum tliti tvrrilnry tliey uci^cd upcn, aW tLuse wii. 
jirofcHS wliitt ib^ cnllc'l tlic otlJcodu^ fiiiili, friri'-ti, {i\u,: 
\ AdiHnitci", were pi-uhVtiitcil trnia eiitcrriig tltc tfiutijry, on 

f deulJi. B,T f ricsts, tboy meant ■cltrijyineii of Un.- r,r,iii;ii, p.. ■ 

I Bat also rJie I'rotcfitadt or Ei'iBe^iV^''^ ptvsaii^wv. "^V- 

k Wiecrfcnufiiixinlwi uiinialiers. ThttWi v'''-'^^*''' *'*'*^'"*'^' 
m peariaae of JUassiwUueulU Cay, paV mo-Ti-j ii^eT&iias \.m •.' 



ie biKik he loxamina^; it ts our dutjr to cxitmitm it; and 
to BnpprcP9 the right of examination is sinful ia aoy govero- 
mem, or io any i'^^Sfi tii" j<"7' I'l"^ Biblo mokes UoaW sny 

charge of witchotiifL Tliere is no ncMunt bowever of their huTitLg 
'bu.niod un; alire, as wae iIoilc in Scotlund, About the euno period in 
which tli« GxecutiouB took place in MiLBSacbuBeUH Buy. In Englanda 
Sir Matthew Hulev a Judge, eminent for exfraorrfinutyfWy, oondeniDed 
tiro women to dcnth an tSc Bn,ni« charge. 

1 doubt, haweccr, if there bo luiy aats of the parliimieDt now IQ 
force for iaflictiog pains and penaltJea far denjlng the ecriptores to 
be th.0 word af God ; as one ujiHght jud^ca Htem to rely at tliia tim-o 
■whollj upcin, wliat tliBj call, the coaimon. law to jusdfj iKe borrii) 
persecutions wliich are now oarrLed on in England, to the diegrace of 
R country ibnt boa^U tit biuuL of its to1«raut epEnt 

As the rommon law is dmrcd from tho cuslomB of onr anoeBtoTB, 
when ita a r\xAe nud harhsrouB conditien, it ia not GurpriHkflg that 
many of \\ft iojungtiinB Bhould \)e opposed to tko ideaa, nhioh q 
eocjetj id a ciTlUied and refined ^tate shauLd dcum coupaliltlc with 
justice and right. Accordingly we find Uiat goTermneni lua from 
tiin« to time aunuiled aotae of its moist prominent abauTditios; such 
B^ the trials hy ardeiil, the wagep of battle in ease of appeal for murder, 
under & belief tlinc a aupumaCaro.] power would iaterfere to savv thu 
innoceut mvl de!«troy the (^ilt; in stich a combati, ko. Yet much 
remains aenirlj aa ridicLiloci«r Uiut requirct; a furLLor and more ELiorul 
■U5P of the pruning tnife. 

■■ In the days of the Stewarts (a. k. 1670. 22J year of CliarWs II. 
Sec lite ICeputhlicnn. toI, G, p, 22), William I'enn waa indiotad at Com- 
innn Lnw fur a rioL and breach of the peace, an ha-ving deJirered hi) 
seniiraenls to a vongregaiioa of people, in Grace-cburch-street: h« 
toid tlie jndjge antt tbc jury that Common Law was an abuse, and no 
law al' aH ; nitd in spite of the tbrcuts, the fines, and impria^nmcata 
inflidled "1 Ills jury, tbey acqnitted him tin this plea. Williani Pcnn 
fauH'l flU liuneet jiirj'-" 

The introrluL'tiou however of ChriaCiiamt^, as aomposin^ a part at 
this CoromoD Lnw {bud as imiob of it is), ie proved Co be a fraud nr 
luisooiniiof'lion of the uld Norman French ; bb I shall show by an 
cxtritcl of a loiter frotn. tlie celebTwted Araerictm statesman, Thomoa 
Jcffersun, to ■our wnrtliy i\Iajor Captwrisbt, bearing date fltL June, 1824. 

{Vqv n more full d*vclop«meiit of l-lii:* subject, Bee SanipSon's 
AouivepewT liiscoui'se, btl'oro tto Uiaterieal Suciety of JSffw yerk^^^ 
— Editor.] ^| 

Extract frotTi Jeffffgaii'a UtUr. ^M 

" I am j;la<l to find in yuiir book (The English Constitution, pi^- 
Oiirc^d and tilu^trnlP'I) a forranl eantrndiction, at len^tlv, liE the i'o'.Vv- 
ctary murpalJon of Ifpslfttiwo power; for bmcYi tSi* j'l'^^ei'ft Vw<« 
^»iirj"'J ifl Cliflr rt-z-eaHiJ ilccisiona, that CfLTiiIianila W a part oj VH* 
Till' prnt>r (if tti« ooDtpary, mtlck ^qu^w^i tuMmwA*^ 

- 







to Mnse^ Pout, ctap. vii. ver. 2, "An'l when t[jc Lord liy 
Grtd sliuil iluliver tUttu btforo Uiee, tlum shnlt sniito tbeni, 
and utterly destroy them, tliou shalt make no cOT^naat with 

inoontroTCrtlble : to v'lt, tLat tli« c{>iiiinon law cxistcl nhtlc the An^ 
Buxans wcro yet Pagans ; iir n time nlicn thrj bad never yvt biwitl 
tbu name of Christ pronoun ct J, or kiiew diat bdcIi a cfcirin'ter lnJ 
ovoi' GiidCcd- But it maj anmee jou tf sUgw ffheu, bijU by »h«l 
mun-Ds, tlicy stiile thia law iu upas ub. In a case of Quiir« Iiupeilii. 
ia llie year book. 3i Henry VL f*. S8. [14fj8,] & fineetioii was mul* 
how ttLT tlic EaticsiJisticiiI law -nas to be respttrted in a comtjiqa Uw 
court? anii Priaot, C. J.,gaveIiiB ojnnian in Ih^se W(>rda : — ',Vli»t 
les que ils Je sniut egliav oat en atmen scripture, eovient a &>'iu3 k 
dciiiDGr crciiauce ; ciir oeo Commen Ley aiir qaels toiita maunerj lei* 
Bont fonddea, Et mixy. Sir, bobs sumus obliges do cocuiitre lour icjr 
de faiiU Eglise: et seuiMuhement lU sont obliges de conur^tre amtn 
ley^El, Sir, el [itiil ft|)pcrer or a uoua que I'evosquci ailfivit come ud 
Ordiaary ferji en. tiel ens, ndnr^z noiia devons cei> adjiid^er ton, oo 
autBrmrnt ncray ?' &.c.. [To Bucli ]a.ws as tliay have trf iho lujoieiil 
gcnpturea, it boboovra ua to give orti<ince; for jt is thai uoiiimion 1*« 
npon whicb all kinds of Ifiw Eire fnxinLled; [mi lluTefore. hir. utv n 
titJUDd fo know tlieii' law of Wy cLurcli, auii iu litt m.-tnutr nte tliej 
obliged to know our la,wa. Aud, sir, it' it should appear ii&w di vt, 
that tliB Biahjip h>\<X ilqne wbat rd ordiunry ougbl lo d« in like ct»v, 
tiien WQ sbouLJ uiljuilgo It gooil, mid not otherwise. fj 
_, " See G, C, Fits, nbr. qn. imp. S'J. Bro. abr. 1311. imp. 12. Pinet in Iik 
Ifit Boolf, c. 3, is tliQ ftrsL cftcrwarda nbo iiuuica tbe vase, stiJ nis- 
Btiilea it tliu*, ' to sucL TiLKS of tlio cburcli ns linTe wnmiBt in V/*/| 
SirQilUft. our [«.w givctfi credence,' tind cites rriaiit : mialr-i: -' ■ - 
' Mieiail SiC^riiitarc' into 'Aft/;/ scripture ;''wlicrcrii< Priaot puljiu. 
* to KUuli liiwa ti9 thoao of lioly cburL'I] buve in anj-i'm/ ir> ,; 
proper for us to pivc crcdeDCo; to wit, tlieir onticnt ti»iticri liiv& 
Tins TPiiB in 1B13, a centuiy nnd n half after Hie dictum of rHml 
Winyjite, in ItloS. ■erects fliis fulae trauslolion intn a, niaiim (jf (])( 
COmiu->:i law, copjiiif; llie worris of Finch, but ciliLj; Prisot. Winnlti 
iQiLE. $, niid Sli-rppard, t1t, ' R^'ligion,' iu 1C7-3 copies ibe ^ntcie mid' 
IrauaUtinn, iiuutim: the V. 13, Fincb iiJiJ AViuente, Hale txprese** 

it in llii-ae Worila ; 'Clirlatiduity ta pari-c! <il' ttii! Uw olf Eiil'I i'— 1 

Ventris li'^lil, ii K«b. i;il7, Imt (|U(ites do tutliority. I!y tUes'' 
tiai re-«clifrinit:ij from one In ati-otber, it lini^ hcconio so oslnl.. 
lT'i3. tlial ili tba cAse i.f tijc Kinfrt. Woolaton, 2 Stra. en4, tlu! h.i.,uR 
Wuald uiit'j aulTcr it Lo Le dcbutt'il, wiii^tter In write ngiiinet f'lirwlj* 
unity wns J>unishal>lo in llic (i-niporft! court nt, cuiutaun )avF. Wooi. 
tlinrriro, -HKi, remures s(ill lo vary llie pltr«.«r>, nml Bays, * tliul til 
bla/^/iht'Uij- fiud ]ii'iiranene*s ii-re ilfinrfs by Ibe ciiinniori bi" ■ ,rI 
cites 2 ,S£j-n.— (Jieii Jibu'ltsluUB, in 'I'llS, \'. Tft, mv"^*^'* *his !■ 
.//i«/cv (JMl •C'drfsii.iuiiy ia imrt of toVv* <i\ ^.oifeViav'V cX-Cw . . vu 



henif nor gJiosc mcirt/ unto ihin." Not nil (he priests, DOT 

Bcriboa, n&r triliuiuils in lliu worW, iiur all llio iiulltcrity of hjhd, 
sIinLl make ipc K-licvw tlmi Qvl cvur guro Buvh a JM 
jifccrjit aa tli^tt oi' sliowitig 7JO 5«f rri/; iimi cuQsefjUfulK ■ i. - 

possible that I, or anj person who bcliovea iis rurfirentialtj-'tj'., 
tiie Creator as I do^ can believe snch a book to bu the wiwii 
Qf Gtva. 

There have been, and still are thaat?, wbo wliilst; tbey prf>/ea 
to believe tbe Bible to be tho worJ of God, affi;ct to tarn it 
Dtfl ridicule. Taking their .profoasion and conduct together, 
:hey act bIi)fi]ilk(!uiouBly : because they act as if Ooit hinwf/ 
rras not to be believed. Tie eaae is exceedingly different wltb 
:wepcct to tbe Aije of Raason. Tbat book h writtea to show 
Tom tho Bible itself, tbat tbero is abunduat matter to sui^pect 
t 19 not the word of God, and tbat wc have bpen imposed 
jpoDj first by Jews, and afterwards by priests and comuicDta- 
Atrs- 

Not one of tliosc who bave attempted to write answers to 
.he A^r. uf Reason, Lftve tuken tbe ground Upon ftLicli only 
in onawer could be ■written. The cnsc in question is not opon 
iny point of doctrine, but altogetficr apon a matter of fact. 
ts tbo book caHed the Bible tho word of Oodj or is it not ? If 

in Evau'fl cfise in 1TGT, fiajS, tliat 'the essential principles of rereoltd 
roUgiwii arg pflpts of ilio uummua Irtt ;' thus iceuilSug Dibits TcMa- 
metii. anil alE into tlic contmon la^, vitliout <:Ltin^ etj^ authority ; 
and than ■«'i ficil thi^ dmia cf autlioritLcs hattgiu^, link }iy liok, ono 
npchn nnotiLcr, anil nil tiltiniii1i>ly on on? nnd tlic Bime Looli ; and Ihaf, j 
n mistntiislatioii tj(' liip woi-ils ' and ml seripiiire,' ufted by Prlsot. I 
Fincti i]uoM;!) i'riaol ; Wingale docs tiie same ; SliepparJ quotiss Prifiot, ' 
Fined, umi W\n(;ate; Ilivic eiiea nobodj ; the court in Woolatun'e ciiB«t 
tilt? riiile ; WtiiiJ eitea Woiolslon's case; Bluckstniie quotes Wotil- 
Ptgii's case mid Uule ; and Lord tlaDstiakl, like Fluie, Tpntures it va 
]i!b own i«»inii>rity. Herg I migbt i3e-fy tlio beat read luwyer to pro- 
dune unothur sufapof niilhority fur this JaJi'^iir}/ fitriferit ; and I might 
(TO on fiiTlhtT 111 nh.MV iiiHW siiiiio iif the Augto-Smoo priests intcrpo- 
i.,..,.i ;„,„ ii,(, (.eit uf Alfrud'e laws iLf 20ib, :!lst, 22d, and 23d 
f Eiu()u@. aail tlio IJJtli of tiie .luts of tho ApOf^Cka, from 
I.I the li'Jtli W't-scs: hut (bia wonld lead nij- ptfn. anil j-our 
jiKik-uvt^, too far. Wlint b ooDspiraaj thts, betweon church and- 

(,* u/ j(/ic church anciriitiif ictrr ittefiTpoTalr/d icWv tVt l.aw» 
■1 t/ /At ^ame iiiiiAaniij. S** Dr. Ilninj's Hul. Q. 
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it 04D be proved to be so, it ougbt to be bcUered as svcli; 
if not, it Ought Hot to be believed as SDcb. Tbis is ihf 
trite sttttfi of the cafte. Tbe Atje, of Jicaxm prodac&3 eri- 
Jetkcc to show, and I have ia this letter produced additiont] 
evidence, that it is not the word of G-od. Those vbo I&ke 
the contrary side, should provo that it is. But this the; b&re 
not done, nor attempted to do, and consequently they hain 
doDo nothing to the purpose. 

The proaecutora of Williams have shrank &ora the point, 
as tbe answers Lave done. Ibey have availed themi^Tce of 
prejudice instead of proof. If a writing was produced in i 
court of judicature, eajd to bo tho -jcriting of » certain person, 
aod upon the reality or non-reality of wbieb, some iDRtlar at 
isigiie depended, the point to be proved would be, that eooh 
■writing was tbe writiEig of suth person. Or if the issue dfr- 
pcodcd upon certain wordj, ivhich some certain person inie 
said to have spoken, tbe point to he proved would be, tlut 
BDch worda wore spoken by such person; and Mr. Ertkiat 
would contend the cose upon this ground. A certain bookil 
Baid to bo the word of God. What is tbe proof that it is eoT 
for Qpon thia tbe whole depends; and if it cannot be proved 
to he BO, the proaecation fails for want of evidence. 

The proseculion against Williams charges him with publisli- 
IQg a book, entitled The A;/e of Remon, which it says, lain 
impious, blasphemoiiB pamphlet, tending to ndicule and hnaf 
into contempt the Holy Seriptmrea. Nothiog is more eatj 
than to fiud abueive words, and Enj^Iiah progecuttona an 
fiimous for this specioa of vulgarily. The charge, bgwoT^, is 
sophistical; for the obafge, aa growing out of the pamphlet, 
should have stated, not as it now stales, to ridicule and bring 
into contempt the Holy Scriptures, but to show, that (he book 
colled the Holy Scrlpturea are not the Uoly Soripturea. It it 
one thing if I ridleule a work as being written ly a certain 
person ; out it ia quite a different thing if I write to pron 
that such work was not written by such person. In the first 
cose, I attack tbe person through tbe work ; in the other caao, 
I defend tbe honour of tbe person against the work. Tbittt 
what tho J^e of Jieason docs, and couserpieDUy the charge IB 
the indictraiCiit is sophiatically slated. Every one wifl '.idiiiTf, 
/&^t If tbe Sibh be not the word of God, wc err in li 
J£ Co be bis word, and ought not to WWcve \t. Ct.x^ltwA_ . . , 
£TounJ (ie prosecution 8tioiilAlaV6,"Wovii Vtoyttn^^ltt. 
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the Bible is in fart wliat it ia called. But Ibis the, prosocnllo 
has uot doBC, uuil ratinot. do, _ 

Tu all cages the prk'r f^ict must be proved, before the s«l)- 
Bequeut fiwls can be nJiuiUo'.! to evidi-'iioo. Iti a proscoutioo 
for adultery, the fact of marritijru, wli'icli is tlie prior fact, nau&t 
be proved beEbre tbe facts to prove adultery cnn be receu-ed. 
If the fact of marriage oannnt bo pvuved, adultery fiannot be 
proved; and «f tbe prosecution canuot prove the Bible to 
the word of God, the charge of blasphemy 18 Tisionary 
groundless. 

In Turkey they inight prove, if tbe ease happened, tlial a 
certain book wna bnuglit nf a certain booliseller, aud that tba 
said book was written against tbe Koran. In f^pain and Por- 
tugal t!i(!y might prove, thut a certain book waa bought of a 
certain boukseiler, nnd ibat the Raid book vfas writteD against 
the infallibility of tbo Pope. Uadcr the aneieut mythology 
tbey naigbt L»ve proved, that a eertaia writing was bought of 
s certain persoq, and that the said writing wag written against 
the beliof of a plurality of Goda, and lu the support of the be- 
lief Q'f one God. Socrates was coudemncd for a wCirk of tblM^f 

All these ore but subsequent facts, and amdunt to nothjug, 
udIcss the prior facta be proved. The prior fiwit, with respect 
to (be first case ia, I& the Koran ihe word of God? With re- 
spect to the BWOTid, la Ihe infallibility of the Pope a truth? 
With reppect to tbe third, Ls the belief of a plurality of Gods 
a true belief? and in like luiiunor with reapeet to the present 
ppo*ecutioa, Is the booh istlled the Bible the word of God? 
If the pn?seiit prosecution prove no more thun could be proved 
in any or all of those cyses, it proves only Hfl they do, or as 
»D inquisLtiou would prove; ami in this view of the case, the 
proseoutors ought at iea§t to leave off reviling that infernal in- 
etitutioDj the inrjoisition. The proaeeution, however, though, 
it may injure tbo individual, tuay promote the causo of truthj 
because the manner in whiob it hag Keen conductedj appears i 
ciMiffSBioti to the Wiirld, that there ia no evidence to prove that 
the Uiblo in the word of God. On what authority then da 
wo bcllcvo the miiny strange atorics that the liible tclta of 
God? 

This |)roeecutioa lies beoa cariied cm l\i'co\i^ ^^ift ■a\.'i?i\"am- 
1 _A^ I. _.i-j ^ gpQclid jury, and l\ie w^LoVa oi. * s^e""* 
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jury ia nominated by tbe master nf tlie CTOwn ofGoe. Mr. 
ErsEcino vaunts liimselfiipnn the Li 1 1 1j« bmu^ljL into piirlia- 
mcnt, with respect, to triuls, fir wtiut tlio guvcruturut pw'? 
caHs libels. But if in crown prose I'lilious, ilie ma.-ilt-r wf iliu 
crown office ia to conLiniio to appoint liic wLuliC spL-d^l jury, 
which lio dnca by nominating tfie forty-ciglit persf-n* frum 
which the Bolioitor of each pari.; ia to i?(rike out tWL-Ive, Mr- 
Erskinc'a bill ia only viipour ami Enifilio. The root of flj4 
grievance lies iu the luuniier of formiDg the jury^ and to tfais 
Sir. Krdkioc's bill appUea no rcmody. 

Wboa the trial of Williauia came on, only eleven of tka 
fipegiul jurymen appcaredj and the trial was adjourned. In 
coses whcro the whole number do cot appear, it is oiislomnry 
to make up the deficiency ty talcing jurymen from persons 
present in the court. This, in the law terra, is ealleil a TaUt. 
"Why was not this dona in this case ? Reason will snjrgrgt, 
that thf^y (lid not choose to depend on a man accidentally la- 
tcn. When the trial re-eomracnccd, the whole of the spcfia! 
jury appeared, and Williams was convicted : it is folly to con- 
tend ft euitse where the whole jury is nominated by r>ne of iW 
parties. I will relate a recent ease that cxplutns a great deal 
with respect to spcL-ial juries in crown prosceuiiona. 

On the trial of Lambert and otljt-rs, printers and prnprio- 
tora of tlio MorniiKj t'hffmklr, for a libel, a spec i a 1 jury m«s 
Btruck, on the prayer of the Attoriiey-Gvaeml, who used to\t 
called DiuM'is Hfijix, or King's Devi!. 

Only Hcvi?n or eight of the special jury appeared, und Uw 
Attorney-General init prayin^ a Tofr^s, the trial stood over loi 
future day; when iit was to be brought on a second time, lie 
Attorney-General pmyed for a new speeial jury^ but ns ihti 
waa not aJmiasihIe, tlie original special jury was suinmonurl 
Only eight of them appeared, on which the Attorney -Geunnit 
Baid, "A3 I ciinnot, on a second trial, have a Epeeial jury, 1 
will pray a Tnh's." Four persons were then taken from lliu 
persona proBOUt in oourt, and added to the eight spt'oial j 
men. The jury went out at two o'clock to cotiiult od 
verdict, nnd ihe Jnd^e (Kenyon) uudprstfinding tlioy 
divided, und likt'ly to l>c socai; time in mailing up (ti^ir luint!^ 
re/iivi} from the bench, und went home. At sovl-ii Ihi* jiirj 
ii'(?nt, aUeriJaii hj an offiricr of tVie cf^wtt, in the Judge's iKUiiw, 
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!» rnCeiilion" Tlie Judge Bsid, " I rcmnot ire 
^trd; /i( /« jin ver(f\ft (if oil." Tbt' jury witlit 
BitliR^r m cnnsTjlt.tfifiii till five in tlic uinrnirig, brniijibt 
ict, Nnti Guilty, WoiiUl lEiis havtf btvo tLe cuse, had 
been hH speciiil jurymen noniinLilpJ hy ibe Jtast^r 
Town-offiflc 7 This 13 one &f the cases that might to 
eyc3 of people vitb rcepcct to the tuanncr of formiog 
Ernies. 

pe triiil fvf WilliamB, the Jud^c prevenled the counsel 

wl«fi!nilaiit proceeding \a the dcffTitiK. Tbe proscciitloti 

Kcted a nuinbor of passages from the Age gf RuuKon, 

erttid them io the JDdictmeDt, The; ilcfiioding ctnuusd 

jcting olher pns&ages to show, that the pm&BugeB in the 

ent were conclusioas drawn froin premises, ami unfairly 

id therefrom in tiie indictment. TiiG Juflge said, hn 

lijiow hotc to act ; me-ining thereby wherfier lo let tli 

prdCQfld in the defence or hot, and united ihe jury i: 

Bhcd to hear the passages read which the defcudiBg 

hiid EElected. The jury siiid vn, nnd the dpftTidiflff 

wa,8 in conscqueoce Biknt. Mr. Krpkiiio then, Falataff 

up al] ihe fidd to hinisclfj aiid no enemy at hand, 

t liim most heroically, and the jury found tht dL^jVad- 

'y, 1 inow not if Mr. Erskiiie rtiii out of court and 

, husy.3 for tlio Biblo and the (rial by j'lry, ^H 

pierre caused a decree to be pQ^scd during the tnnl of^H 
nnd "Ihers, that after a trial biid IsLsled tbrw days, (the 
"which time, in ihe cusc> of Briasnt, wa.s iukcn up by the 
ing parly) the Judge should aslf the jury (wIjO were 
Nicked jury") If ihey were sntiaficd ? If the jury said 
triiil ended, and the jury procoedod to give their 
without ln;aring tlio dofenco of the accused party. 
no depth oT wisdom to make an application of tbia 

now stiite a case to show that the triul of 'WiniQm& ia no 
(joordjng to Kenyon'a owu explanation of law. 
tule triul in Ijoudon (Sullhcna vfmvif HooBsman) on 

jusurauecj Oire of the jurymen, Mr. Dunnage, aftet 
one. Ride of the case, and wilhoiit tearing the othcf 
up and said, if u-tn n.s frifnf o pofiVi) pj' iniUTati-M. o*' 
n-i-it/fii. The Jud^o, who was \\ife awcift ^ft Ytfsv^^ 
'ill of Wi}Uii.ais, replied^ thai it icus a ytcalmHiRrr- 






ttttie it/if" nw.y ijri<tf'-m'ni of l/ir Jirrj/ mnh'f vp hin mind on a 
C'lWM i/r/iire rl mM jii/is/iii/. Sir, i'lisknii!, wiio in tlint nuw 
wa.B counacl fiif l!n; HetVinlufit (in tliis lie wasii ag^iittut the de- 
fendant) cfit'fl out, iV in irur/tr tlititi n wi-ii/fitiini-, il >» tr /•luil. 
Tbe Judge, in bi» aililrci^^j to [lie jiirj in auintning up ihfl 
evidence, expatiated upon, and expluinod llit; fiarts wliich the 
law assigned to ihe counsel on earli side, lo the wifncsws, and 
to the Judge, and said, " Wliafi itU tkU icitu (hmr^ and not nn- 
til then, iV KOI f/i* hvnwtsintf Cfte jvr^ to lierhin^ ichat the 
justice 0/ the case was; "W that U itas extr'nidif rusJt oait 
ifnpruJent in anj/ mun to drnw n amrhtt-mn hfj'ure nil Of 
prctnitffM were laid hr/ure. tJiim, vfmn tr/uVVi (fuit rontht^ion ifiw 
to be y round f-d." According ihch tn Ktn^'nn's- own doctrioei 
ttc trial of Winiania is an irregular IrinI, 111* verdict an irre- 
^lar verdict, and as bucIi is not recordablo. 

As to Bpeciiil jurita, llicy were but mtxlern ; and wen 
itmtttatisd for the purcnse nf dolcrtniTiiiig casos al biw between 
merchants; tecaost!, aa thii nielljod nf keeping mcrcLanta' le- 
couniB diAcrs from tliat of commnn tr:krii\9nicn, &nd ihdf 
buaiaesB, bj lyiQg tnuuli in foreign bills of vxi'Lungt*, InauniuM, 
£0., is^of a different description to tLjit of cernituim Inidcsmea, 
it might bappen tlut a common jury rniglit not be cinuppttcl 
to form a judgment. The law Iliat in^rrituled tpcdnl jiipit*, 
makes it necefiaary that the jurors be mrrr limits^ or of llie de- 
gree of nqtiiivs, A special jury in J-nudno is (loncrally 
composed of jnerchaotaj and in the country of men uillcd 
country squires, tbat is, fox-liuuten?, or men qualitittl t.:> boot 
foxcB. The one may decide very well upon a cuse nf pounds, 
«hilliuga, and pen<;e, or of llic cnutiting-house; and the otliir 
of tbe jockcy-clitb or the cbase. But who woutd not Inugh, 
that because eucIl meo can dvcide such essei^, ihey cjiii oIso be 
jurorB upon theology !" Talk ■wilh soiue Lo!J<]«n mercbants 
about scripture, ixdcI they will undurstjimj ymi ]n>eaD Kt-rip, and 
tell you how much it ia worth at (be Sleek Kxcban;;e. Auk 
them about tlicology, aud they will my, tEicy know of no niicb 
seDtlein^u upon '(.'bange. T<^11 some country ^^quires of tbci 
BUD and moon standing tttill, the one on the top of a bill ojid 
the olhflr in n valley, nod tlicy wilt swear it is a lie of ow't 
fiwn making. Toll tbcui lliut lUod Almi^-bry ordered a man la 
JztaJr/y a eake And bake ft wirh b, I — d nmi tm-t U., and tbcy will 
Je is one of Venn Swift's blac^gu'iti aVo™*. "t-t^'Cwm 



is ID tbe Bible, and the; will lay a bowl of poDcb it is no^ 
ii] leave it to tbe pMsou of tbti purisb to d«eidc( Aak ika 

»o about lIuioEogy, and tLej will saj', llioj know of Do sut 
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appcjil tO' sucIj junufl aerfos to bring tlio 
Silile into bLorc tidiculi; than utiy tiling tbc author of tliu Aifti 
o/ Reason has wnt.ti.-n ; and ibe mutni^r in whic-b tlie trial 
,s bcBH cuiiducteJ'ahiiiWjS, that tbe prosecutor daroa not cotue 
che poiat, nor meel. the ijelence of the d'efondaot. Eut all 
iber C4ISCB apiirt, on wbiiC ground of rigbt, otherwise tban on 
the right aasuiucd bj iin iiKguieition, do Bucb proaccuciooa 
Btand ? IlQlij^iuu is a private affu.ir between every maa and 
his Mitker, aod no tribunal or third party has a rigbt to iuter- 
fcre betw«t!ii them. It is not properly a thing of tbia world ; 
it ia only praetiiied in this world ; but ita objeot i« ia a future 
world; and it is do otberwl^G an object of Just Inw^, Iba-n for 
tbe purpo§e of protecting the equal rights of all, however 
Various tbeir beliwfs may be. If one man choose to believe tba 
book called the Biblo to bo tLc word of God, and aoothi^r, from 
tbe convinced idea of tbe purity aod perfection of God, co 
pared with the contradictions the book containe — from t 
lusciviousQoaa of aome of its atones, like that of Lot getting 
drunk and debauching bi» two duughtcrs, which is not spoken 
Cff as a crime, and for whicb the most absurd apologies ar« made 
— from the immorality of some of its precepts, like that of show- 
xaa BO mercy- — and from the totitl wuut of evidence oa the esse, 
tbioka he ought not to believe it to bo the word of God, each of 
tb<!ni bas im equal right ; and If tbo odc has a right to give bia 
reaaonfl for bcUsviug it to be so, the other Las an equal right 
to give \i\s reason* for believing tlm tonlrari/. Anything that 
goes beyond this rule is an inquisitioa. Mr, Erakine talks of 
bis moral edneatiou ; Mr. Erakine is very little acquainted with 
.eological auhjccta, if he docs not know there ia euch a thing 
a tincsTe and Tdtrjions belief that the Bible ia not the word 
God. Thia is my belief; it is the belief of thousanda for 
re learned than Mr, Erfikine ; and it ia a belief that is every 
ly increasing. It is not sufidelity, a& Mr. Krsfcine profanely 
and abusively calls it: it ia the direct reverse of infidelity. It 
'' a [jure religious belief, f;>unded on the iJ«a of the perfection 
tbe Creator, If the Bible be the word of God, it needa not 
wretched atd iif prosccutiosiH to support it ; and "yrtU tlivijjit 
IU4 much jirojariely ii;ake a luw to pvu\e\:\i tVc '&^i\)l^\^'A^%a 
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to prnlcfit tlio CiWf. if rl.c liiT^e, like the suti. Iw liic ffi 
of Gild. Wo see tlhit fl.vj ijiki-fi gmd tfirp of llie fVeiition hfl 
has tnn'le, lie suffers no [I'lvt nf it to ho cxiitiguiKlird : SDil 
he will lake the sutin" ciiru of Iiip wjird, if lie l'Vlt ^fiv one. 
But men uUglit, t" be revcreriti:iUy ean'ful anil suspiijirnis hnw 
they Oijcribe Loi'ks t" liiiu sis h'ts iron/ wjiith fr^m Uiis coo- 
fused iLMiiilirif>n w"M liiplii-niour a wiuidou scribbler, aad 
against wbitb tlitre Ir iibmiilniit evifU'tne, fliiil every ujtut* to 
suspi^ct ilulK'silinn, Lr.ive Cbcn the BJhli Initself. God Kill 
tnka c.ire lof it if bo Uua iitiything Ici do witb it, as he tnkes 
Care of tin? suti imJ (be iimini, wiii-cb nocl tint ynar laws fiif 
tlieir better prnlecrirtn. As Tbe two iTistsnoos I have prnHui'tvl 
in th<i \)i'-^tnmng t.{ ihia Icttpr, hum tbc book of Cleuesis, the 
'oue rL'MiiUCtiri;^ fbi! aecoum ciill^'d ibo Musaic accQiiiil of the 
CreiLti'in, tbc iithcr nf tlif FloinJ, suffieieutly sbow the nepcs- 
Bity nf csaruitiiiig ibc fiibli^, in orJer to siseeitniti wbat dp^roc 
of evbknce riicn; \a for rflcciviiig or rpjccriiig it as a sacred 
boik; I glinll not n-M more \ipva that suL-jcct; but id oriicr to 
ghow Mr- Kr-vliloc! thwt Ibcre arc ri.4igio«s ealablisbnienta ftir 
public worship whicb inaliie no profession of fiiith of the boobl 
catled hoty SLiiptures, injr aJiuit of priasts, I ■will oanchnlQ 
witb an SifcoUnt of a snciipty biloly beguu lu Paris, and w 
is vorj liii.idly extending it-<e!f. 
^m The sot^tt'ly tiLl;t'3 tbe nBinc of Tb«npbilantT0rpr!5, *h' 
^Birould be leimJcrcd In Eiifrlisli Iky thci word TKcophiJantbrnpistii, 
I A word cniMpounrli'd of three (irrck words, aijiritj'iiig God, 
Ldto, ntid Miiii. Tito csphuifltion giien to this word is, 
jLuircrt "f Utid iin<i jlluii, or Aifurr-rs uf God and Fru'nilt of 
Jfan, nduRLtcurs da iJliiu et auiis dcs boiuiiies. The sneiety 
proposca to publish eiicb yi?ar a. voluun!, entitled. Anne Ildi- 
gii>u$« ties Tlienphiludthmpefi, Religinus year of tlie TbcapIuU 
^LButhrnpista: the flr$t VDlumc la jugt published!, «uCit|ed ^H 

RELIGIOUS TEAU or the TIlEOPIIILANTHIlOPISTi 

■ OK 

AD OREHS OF 01), AND FEJEKDH OF MjL! 

Being a cullcolion of ihe disniMirgea, lectures, bynins, 
ciinticlus, for till llio religion.^ uml inor.il festivals fif tha Tbuo- 
^^hiMnthropins JurJiJ^' (lie courBe of lLc yuar, wliothcr in t^b 
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4. 
5. 



7. 




iblic tcmplcB or in their iirlvnlf f.imilics, puHklicd by the 
uuThnr of tbi! Manual nf ilio TliCHiplnhkntliropiBls, 

Tbc vnlumQ of ih\3 yaar, whiuli is tbo iirat, contaiaa 2 
pag<?s duOLbciinn, 

The fs>llowiiig is the hibli? of contents: — 
1. I'rtuiaG b'lstory of tlio Tlieojjtiihinllfroiiista, 
2- Exercises uoiuiufin (.u all thu fvstira.l3. 

UyuiD, No. I. (Jod ofwIioiD Hic univorso spoaks. 
Discourse upon t!j«! existence ol'lloil. 
Ode II, The bciiVPOs iuatmct. tlic eartti. 
Precepts of wisdum, extracted from the Loot of tte Ado- 
rut eura. 
Ciinticlc, No. ny. finil Creator, soul of nature. 
^8. KxtriJtite fi'tmi liivcrs moritliyta upon llic nature of G 
^^L .lad upon tlic pls^'rtii^ul pm-of^ uf Ins uxiKtctitie. 

pV. Cjiulide, No. IV. Liit u^i. lAuss ut, our wuking tlie Qi 
who gives OH liglit. 

10. Moral tliouglita cxtrattod from tlie Bible. 

11. Hymn, No, V. Fjith^r of the univcrie- 

12. CuntoiiipIiitiotL of nature on tlie first daya of tha fipring. 
lo. Ode, No. Vl. Lord in thy glory Ddomblo. 

14. Kx-tracta from the iiioru.1 liiouglita of Ccmfuiiiug. 

15. CuDiiclc in praise of actioiiSj and tbnuks fue tLc works 0' 

the creation. 

19. Continuation from tho moml tlinugKtK of Confucius. 

K. ETynm, No. Vll. All the utiiverso is full of thy magnifl- 
iwnce, 
. Estriicts friFLD au ituciGaL sngQ of India upon tlie duties 
of fuiuiliea. 
If). Upon (\w ."priug. 

20. Mur^l tlnjujihtjf of ilivcrs CLinc&o authors. 

21. Ca-nliclu, No. VILL. Every thing oalebrtitc the glory 

the eternal. 
2*2. Coniimiation of the moral tlioughta of Ohioese authors. 
23. Invocation fcr tho conndry. 
2-4. Estnittd from the moral tiitiuglits of Theogma. 
25. InTociitinn, Cvculrir t^f uuii- 
2(1. Odp, Nh.. IX. Upon i>uih. 

Kxtraro fioni the houk of tho Moral TTairersal, upg: 

Ode. No. X. Suprtnic Author ai lSa\.\HQ. 
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LETTEH T<I MR- ERKKINB. 
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for everytliiug be riixhrlkcee, ns well as for tli(tso be h«fu 
aod wLerc this cannot be ilone wi(h saffty, tbe govemiuenl ta 
& despotism, auA tlie eliurch an infjiii^^iti-jTi. 

It is more tbaa three years sitiiic tbe first part of tbe Aifit 
of Rtaum was publiflbciJ, and more than a, yenT and a half 
siDce the publiuatioD of the secruud port: the Bishop of Llan- 
daff undertook to write an aoBwer to the aeeond part ; and it 
was not until after it was known that the author of ihe Af/e of 
Reason would reply to the Bishop, ttiat tbe proaecution ngaiost 
the boot was set on footj urni which is said Xt be carried ob 
by some clergy of the English church. If the Bishop is OUe 
dt' Ihetu, und the! object be to prtvent an exposure of the ny- 
roernQF) and gross errors he hns <;oniinit(cd id bis work (and 
whicb bo wrote wbon report aiid that Thomas Paine was dekdl, 
it ia a confession that he feds tbe weaknt^a of hia cau.4c, and 
findE iiiioi^cjf unable to raaiutain it. In thi» case be has givim 
me a triumph I did nit sotlf, and llr. Erakine, tbe herald of 
ae pmsecution, boa proc£aiiuc<i it. 



A 
DISCOURSE 

DrliVered to the Society of TkaafkSaxikn^Mt, ai I^ru. 



'ReiAOtQia has two prinnpal esraiia, RanlicMi 
fidelity, or tfast which is cmllcd AtbdrtB. TW fint 
to be cobitnt^ii bjr )«MOD or mmHty^ tite elhtt hj 
pbiloEophf. 

Tbe esislence of a God ia the first dsg^a «f tke TWopU> 
laothropists. It is upon Uib flahfeet dwt I nfictt voir tWr* 
tioa : for though h haa been aAea tioted i^ §■■ tttf mmI 
Bublimel^, tbe flobject is tnezbiaalilib ; lai ihuiwffl ahrajs 
remsiQ sometliing lo be Bud thai hM wH beea bAn adnand. 
I gQ tberefure to open Uui^Mljed^ waA to ccna 7HV allMtiH 
to the en*^. 

Tbe uDivcrae is the Bibl« of a tne TkofiaHitnfiiL b 
is tbeT? tbat be reada of God. U ia tfacn Ibai the ynub «f 
bia exial^ace xre to be Bimght aa4 to be fovad- A« to wriCtaS 
or printed books, \j wbatcrer baaie tbe; m oiled, tfci^ an 
tbe works of tiuD'g. hands, aod carry ao eTi J fCt ia tWaMclTOT 
th&t God IS tbe aatbor of %aj of tbem. It aoiiA be to aiiai 
thiag that miit codM not uiJk, tbai -ae «aM H^ itiJiaea 
^ our })eUef, and that aonietbing ia tbe aamrae; the Iraa 

ibtfl ; the tflitiiitaUe work «f God. 

ContemphtiDF tbe animse, tbe wbole rj^ttm at auHlUm, 
in thtfl poiDt of light, a« ehaH £aeonr tbat all tbat aUA ia 
ciUed QBtnnl philasoph; ta pnxierij a drriae atadj. U b iW 
Btudj of God throng his aorka. It is Um beit il^adj, kf 
which ir« caa arrive at a bnoale^SB ot bit exiaCcaee, wT Ilia 
oal; oae hj whieb ve eso gain a gUniiae ef hta perftctioa. 
- po we wMit to Kmtemp&te hia power T We lee it ia llw 
iGositjf of the cnatioB. Do ae wuit to coaleaiQlaAa blft 
'^ai r We » it ia tbe »litUiH|wWt <ic4« v« -A' "< 
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iTio mftftmprehciisibto whole ia pf-rprnt-d. T>ri vf want 
^wntcmpltilc hia inuiii(lL'<?nr(!i;' Wt; nee it in thii tihiiT>H.in(M 
witli whieli lie fitla t!i« eiirtli. Do wl- want la emitfWfiJiiU' IlIji 
mercy J* We ace it hi bis not. wUliholiJing t1p4it obiKHliini-t' oven 
froQi [he untbankful. In fiue, do we wuiii to Itnow wlnt OiA 
is ? Scarclt not writlcu or priutcd buulia, but ibc scripturo 
callfld tliio Creation. 

It baa becD tbe error of the ?cIi«>o1b to tc-ach a&tronomy, iLod 
all tho other BcietiMS, and subjects *if na.tiiriil phjlnsi-ipby, u 
Qccotuplisbincrita oiilir; wbcroiis ihej sluttilit be laugbt ibeoli^^ 
^Calljj Or with rcrcreiico to the Buiiig who is Ibe Hulht 
.em: for all the principles of sfieoco arn f>f diviuL- org 
Man cannot make, or invent, or Qonlrivo primiplca. IIo tan 
only dii^covcr ihcni; auJ he ought to look through the 
covory to tho author. 

Mncn we ^naiuiuD an cslraordinary picrc of inatifiinerjr, 
Batoni^iiinf; [lilc of arcliitrcturr, a well oxi-culud ilittur, or an 
~ j^hl^ rttit^iii'd puintiug, wiiere life and ucliim i\ro i mil ui I'lj. nnd 
bit un]_v prevents our nu.''LiiI:ii>g n furf;ic« of light and ^hade 
r uubiciil Holidit^, our idviia aro nuturuUy kij tu Ihink uf 
(jxtsQinivu gedus &ud tulcnLa of the nrtiuL. Wbvii we sti 
the i,'loiijoiii8 uf geometry, we tbiiilt of EunlJJ- Wbyn 
speak of grtivUtitiuQ, we tbiuk of Ni'wion- lluiv (hen is 
that whon we study Ibo worka nf G-nd in the creiitioii, wc ?luj 
L short, atid Jo not tbiuk of UoJ t It i^ froiii tho ormr uf (liu 
^^Bchools in Laving taught those subjects, us act'i)LU]ili»!)iiiu| 
^^■oly, and thereby gepiirated tlic study of tbcm fiom tbc Itui 
^irho is tho nutbor of theni, 

Tba 3t:bool3 have made the study nf tlipolngy to oonsi8t| 
' the Btudy of oiiiniona in writleu or prinlod honlo; whe 
theology sbouliil be studied in the w»rka or book of 
Creation. Tho atudy of theology in books of opinions 
i oftou prodiiued fanaticli^a], ranL-our, and cruelly tif tcmpe 
j und fr^Jia benco bavo proo«edod the numerrms pcrsceiiti 
tho faDuUcLil {{uarrots, the religious burnings and mii.>i.iaer 
that liMve deHolatcJ Europe. But the study of theology in Ibc 
worka of the Creation producos a direct conlra.ry efiTcrt, Xt 
mind becomes at once euligbtoneti and serene j u copy of 
scene it behold);; iuforni^tion and ndoration go band in bai 
and all the aoi:iul fuculti«s becntno cnUrgcd. 
iTW evil thai baa re9.uUcd from thv error of the sohool*. 



or TtiJ»ni]LA»Tniu>rit>T«. lOT' 



Eoacblng fJBlanil pliilosnplij sa sn iktoih plich m^nl nn' 
been that of frenemting iu tbe ptiplh n sjii-rii** of Ai; 
Instead of lonkinj; ihrnjogb the woriia of the cr<>a>ir>ii to ilm 
Crentor himself, tlie^- at->p short, and employ (In- kuon Icilgn 
thoy acquire fji create donbta of big eiisUrice. Tbej laboar 
■with BtuJieJ ingennily to ascribe ereryihing thty heboid 
innate properties of matter; and jumii wer all the rest, 
Baying, that matter is etcraal. 

hut ns esamiae tbl^ subject; it tB north esaiuiaingT fur 
we ex&miac it through uH its cjLses^ the rctutt nill be, that 
exi'iteiic? of a superior cauflD, or that wbiuh tuau paiJU 
■will be di!i;oFcr»ble by philosophical priociples, 

Ip the first plac<!, adoaittiDg mutter to hare propcrtiej, U 
seG it Las^ the question still remain!!, bow came mi^tCcr 
tbivae properties? To this they will »niV6t, tbut lusl. 
possessed those properties clemally. This is not solution, hi 
asscrtiijiu ; and U> deny it is equally iii]poe.«ihlc of ^rouf as l<» 
asi^crt it. It ifl then accessary to go further; and tlieM-fiirc I 
say, if there exhta a ciricumstatice that ia not a prnpcrly of 
niatter, and wlthoDl which tbfi nnirerse, or, to epcak in u 
liiiitttid degrcp, the Boliir system, composed of planets and a 
&un, eould not exist a iiioitieDt j all tho argiiuienla of Athei» 
drawn from properties of matter, and applied bo account f| 
the universe, will be overtbrown, aud the cxistccce of 
superior cauBe, or tlmt wbicti man calla God, becomes d. 
coTerabte, as is bcfuro said, by oatunit philosophy- 

I go DOW to show thiit such a uircumgtaDice exists, and v/h 
it ii^: 

The Universe 19 composed of matter, and as a aystcro is Bi 
taiTn'il by motion. Moticsn is not rt ' pro/ii^i-fi/ of matter, ai 
without this m»tii>n, the solar 3y9iein could not exist. We 
motion a property of mjttter, that uadiscovercd and unilis- 
coverable thing cajled perpetual inolion would e&tabliBh itself. 
It ia bucaiitiL- motion ia uot a proptirty of matter that p<.>rpetiia! 
motion ifl an i[]ipoii.^ibility in the band of uvery hciu;^' hut that 
of the Creator of motion. Whou the prcleoJcrs to Atheism 
can produua perpetual motion, and not till then, they may 
peot ty be treJitod. 

The natural stale of raatlor, aa to place, ia a state of res 
,'\[i>tiim or cloingc of pluce, is the effect of au externiil cause 
acting upon isuttcr. As to that faciiUy of tnattet x'cki.'t. S* 
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culled gravitatioTi, it ]» Uic iiiflii>;nce wliich two or more luKliea 
luve rcciprupallj on eaub other tn unite anil be nt rest. KvefJ- 
tliing wliich hag liitlicrto li«on di*coTered wiLb resppct to tbo 
iDutlon nf tbi: planets In the sj'Btem, relntcs only lo ibc hw$ 
by which motion acts, and not to tbc cause of motion. Qn- 
TitikEion, 6o fjir from being the cause of luotioa to thu 
planets tbat compose the aokr sjatem, would be the destruc- 
tion of tbc Boliir eyBtem, Trcre revolutionary motion to <^a»G; 
fvr as the action of spinning uphnldg atop, the revolutiooAry 
niotiuu upholds the planets in tbcir orbits, zmd prevents tb«n 
from gravitating and fomiing odo ]aa,B8 with the sun. In oiio 
Bcusc of the 'vrord, philosophy knows, and Atheism says, tltnt 
ter 18 in perpetual niotion. But motion here refers to llis 
nfiile of iD:Ltt«r, and that only on the surfuc« of the earth. It 
JB eitlicr dccoinpositioi], whiuh ix coiitinuii]ty destrojing tic 
forna of bodld^ of mutter, or r&-compOBitiot], wbicb renews ttil 
matter in the snmc or another forrcir as the dtcompositioD of 
aniuinl or vegetable substiLbws enters into the composition of 
other bodies. But the motion that upho-lcls the solar system 
is of an entire different kind, and is not a properij of matter. 
It operaLe.8 also to an entire difiereiEt effect. It operates lo 
psrpetudl prescroaiimi, and to prevent an^ chanffe in the state 
of tho syatem. 

Giving then to ina,tter all the properties which pbilosophj 
liaows it has, or all that Atbeiem ascnbea^ to it, and can proye, 
and even supposing tuntter to be etcrnaj, it will not accoiint 
for the Byste-m of the uoivorsc, or i>f the solar ayatcaij bec«iise tl 
will not account for motion, and it Is motion thut preserves iL 
"When, therefore, we discover a circumstance of such iDiiUense 
importance, tbkt without it the Universe could not eiiat, and 
for which neither matter, nor anj?, nor all the properties of 
matter cannot account; we arc by necessity forced into the 
rational and comfortable belief of the esistenee of a caiiM 
vuperioT to matter, and that cause man ealls God. 

Aa to thut which is called uature^ it is no other than tfw« 
laws by which motion and action of every kind, with rfapcM:! 
to unintelligible matter, is regulated, And when wo Mpe$k 
of lookinc through nature up to nature's Qod^ we Epeak phi* 
JoaopJticiilTy the aHtne rational language aa when we Bpcatc of 
looking throirgh hunmn laws up to lb« power that ordaintal 

"■ ^^^^- »»■ ^^ 
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power or arsl causfl 
ter is tbe subject atileil u|>un. 

But iufidBlity, bj aacrihin;; every jiliPMOmonoa to pn.pcrtiw 

iuutCc!r, cnncclviis a system for wlii^'b it canuAt arL-ount, and 
yet it ]irel«iida to demnngrration. It renaons from what it 
Bees OB the eurface of the earth, but it does not carry ita&lf on 
tbc solar syatem esistitig by motion, It sees upon the surface 
a perpetual JeL'traipositioti and recompcraiiinu of mattLT. It 
eees that aoo^k produces ^d actirn, an aoorn an oak, a bird ao 
egg, no egg a bird, and so on. In Llua<rB of ibis kind it 
8onii.'tliing wbich it unHs natural cause, but Dono of the cmi 
it sees is the cause of tliat inofioD which prtiservus llje Bul 
By stem. 

Let us contemplatii tins wondrrful and sLtipnoduus cysit* 
cODftiating of matter and cxiating by motion. It is nnt ninl 
in a state of Test, nor in a state of decompnaition or rrcnrnp' 
tion. It is mattiT sysltniatiKud in perpetual orbiL-nlnr cr ci 
oalnr inotion. Aa a system that motion is Llie life of it, 
animation in life to an anioial body; dt'privG the ayatf-m 
motion, and, as a aystem, it must espire. Whn then brwifhi'i 
into the system the life of inoiitin ? Wliat powur impelled tlie 
planets to move, sinco niE>tron is ni>t a pntperly of thu matt 
of nbicb tbey !»re»'>titpyscd ? If wo uout^'inplatu the immcni 
velocity of this motion, our wonder becomes increased, ao' 
our adoration calargns Hsdf iu the Siiint! proportion. To i 
etanne only one of tbe planets, (b:it of the earth we inhabil, 
its distaoce from tho snn, the centro of the orbits of ull tbo 
pliinets, i.s, accnrdiug to oh^orvaticms of the transit of t 
planet Venus, about one hundred niillion niilca; conaefjucntlyj^ 
tho diameter uf llio orbit or circle in -which tho earth moves 
round the aun, ia double that distance; and tbe measure of 
the circumrurcnce of tlic orbit, tafctti ub three timea iia diam- 
eter, is aiz; Eiandn^d uiiUion niilos, The earlb performs this 
Toyogi? in 36& d'lya and eoinc hcmrs, and coTifie<|iiently inoTea 
at tho rate of more than one mlllioa six hundred tltousaad. 
inileti every tweiity-frjur hours. 

Where will itifidolity, wbere will Atheism find eaOKO for tllii 

luiiibing velnjcity of moliini, never ceasing, never varying, 

d n'hicU is tbe prcscrvntion of llic earth iu its orbit ? It ij 

not by rensoning ffom an acorn to nn onk, or from any cbanga 

Btate of matter un the surface of l\ic caitia, ^^A■a^^ "Oa 
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can be arcnuntei lor. Ita cause ia not to W fuuiad io tnnt 
por iu iinytliing we call nuture, The Alhcist wlim afTeut 

uaiiOD, and ihc falialic who rejects renaun, pluDge tlicitiiiel 

ilike inlo incitriuablc diffienltics. The .me pLrvcrta ttic 

lime anil culigli><0:niiig study oi ntitui'al phiI<).^o[>li3r into a de* 
formity of £il),-*urH.iiitcs by not rcasnuiiij* to tlio tni. The other 
loses himself in tlie obaciirily of mutiiphysical tbcnrien, and 
^di.Hhouuurij tlic Creator, bj trcotin|» ibe stuJy of bis works 
itli acDtcmpt. Ttis otic is a half-ratianiil of wliuiu tiior^? ia 

aiae hoiie, the other u vioioaarj to whom wc must Ire cha 
table. 

WbeQ &t first tboughl wo ttinfc of a Oroitor, our Mcaa 
pear to us uudt^GiiGd uml cnnTusBtl; but if wl' reiuoo phiii>5(^ 
phieallj, those iJeus can bo easily arriiuge<3 and simplified. 
Jt I'j n iiaut'j ichnm: fnjir.rr is equnl io his trUI, llbsLTve iho na- 
ture nf llic will nf man. It is nf an infinite <iiulily. W'e cunhfit 
conceive the prisisi !ii I i ty of limits to (he will. Ohscrva on [b« 
other hand, fmw cxi-Lr-tliiigly limited is liia pnwcp of aL-tiug 
enmpiirwl wiili the nature of his will Riifipnsi} the pHiwt-r 
etjuul Co the will;, uud uiuii wmild he a Oiid, lie wniilil will 
hiiUfiiili' Gteriiii], \mi\ be ai>. He could will a vrnnlimi uuil luidd 
muke il. In thin ppogrcsyive ruafiiiuinj;, we si'b in tli« iiaiuro 
t)if ihe will "f man, half of tlnit whioli wo wncL'ive in tbiLikliig 
of God 5 aibl ifiQ otln^r h«lf, and wo have the whote idea of ■> 
bcit]g who couli xha\m ihc uiiLverac, aud sustuin it by pcrpo- 
twnl raoiinn ; bocaitse lie could creaie that molinn. 

We Icnow nulliiiig of the capacity of thq will pf DQitiialiy 
liilt Wl! kiinw ft gruat ileal of tlio dilFi-rcnco of llipir power* 
Fiir cxaiJiiple, liow tiiitnerOU3 3re the iloj^rcpa, and liow JmiueDM 
ia the difi'ori!Si.ee of pnw-or, from a mite Io a umn. Sinco tb«n 
evicry tiling wa aeo htluw us shows a progrcsdion of powiif, 
where ia tho diffiuulry in .supposing lh;it Lhtri? is, at ibo *ui»- 
ttUt of nil thinfjK,ik IJiiing iu whom an infinity of poiver unites 
with the inliiiiiy nf tlic nill? Whc^u this simple idea priwinis 
jtse]f to our mind, wc have the idea of a perfect Being tint 

nan ciil!a G-nd. 

It is comfortable to Hvo under tlic belief of the existenoB of 
an infintlelj pnilei-ling power; itod it is au udditioD to tbalt 

ymfort io know, that such a belief k not a mere cfinceil of 
iti Joiaglnation, as many nf Uio tWeoTwa tfaa.t ure called rdj* 
9tiM are; nor a belief ftmndtd onXj on Viafiitwa. wfwsKw ~ 



opiuiijQ, but is a Ijelicf deJucJlile b^- llie ai:liini of roo-^on upon 
tbti tliiug^a fliat pniiipii.se (he sysJeni of the universe; ii bulief 
arising dut of viaiblu fiici'* : uiiil sfi donionstrnblo in tho Iru 
of tills bi'licf, that if no such belief bar] eiislcJ, fbo prrs^i 
wbo now ctiulrovcrt it, wimbi hjivc bocii iho pcrsonfl who 
would hnvc proiiiiiifd und prnpu^jitcd it, tn'unuee by iTgliiniiig 
to reason lUcy wnulil liuvc bi'en led on to reufli^tii prnj:;rL\'^h] vol y 
lo the end, and tbercby liare didcurertid thui niattvr auJ nil 
tliu prupiirtiuH it bns, will not aecoiiiit for tbe Fjetom uf tlio 
UDivcn^c, and tbat ihtTc inu.st ncce&sunly be u aupi^rior ccrUFC. 

It WilS the cseess tu wliidi iuiaginary ftjsleuig nf rolijjiDD 
bad been airrieJ, and Ihc iDtLilermice, persa(.'Utii>ns, huniiiigijj^^ 
and inaasKeres, they occasiotnud, that first icduccd ccrHtiiii x>i!(^^| 
ftOna to propngiitc infidelity; tliiiiting, tlint upon tho tritnl^^l 
it viia YnsUnt not to believe at nll^ than tn believe a. niultitudo 
of things and complicated treed*, that otcasioticJ so much inis- 
chipf iu the world. But those daja are past.; pcrsecutiinn has 
ceased, and the antidote tbiio set np a^ninst it has no longer 
evaa the shadow of tin apology. We profesa and we prociiiim 
in peoBG, the pure, unmixed, comfortable, and rational heliuf 
of a God, aa manifested to U8 in the uiiivcrso. We du thia 
ivithout any apprchcnsi'On uf that belief bulng nitidc a, cause of 
persecution, as other bidivfs have been, or of suffering pereocu- 
tigti ourselves. To God, and not to mac, are all iiien to 
count for their belief. 

It ha^ been well ohaerved at tho first institution of (his pi 
cicty, that the d-ognias it profcsaesi to believe, arc from t 
couimcoeetnent of the world ; that they arc novelties, but a: 
confeaaedly the baajs of all syatema of Teligioo, however n 
nierou9 and eoutrudictory they may be. All men iu ihe ou 
BCl of the religion theyprofeas are Theopliilanthropisia. It 
iuipoHfiihtc to fwra any Hysleui of religion without buildiug 
upon th>.i£U principlus, and therefore they are not sciitKnaa 
principles, milt'ss we eupposo a aect compotied of all the worlJ. 

1 hiive said iu the course of tliift cti-scourso, that the study 
of n.ituriit philosophy is a diviue sluily, houause it ia the study 
of the W'trks of t^od in the Crculior. If wc cnnsidiT (iicolopy 
apOQ this ground, what an estehsive tiehl nf improve infill t in 
|hiiij/3 birt.h divine and human opens itself httwe m'*. ^i!w 
the priticiplca of sercuce aru of divine w^vi. \\i 'h^ ^'^'^ 
man ihar. ftiviiutod the priiicipWa ou ^WOi 'i^VTO\wm'g i. ■*-^' 



cvory brunch of mntlicmalica are fouai^fd ami sludlwl. It w-ia' ' 
jjot iiiiii] ihuL gave propcrlios Co ihe circle and triJinglr;, Tliose 
jiij^df'lca arc eturuitl unil imtnutuMc. Wc sec ia lliuai [lio 
uijoltMiiiTnlirn ijiiture' of tbe I-fiviuity- AVo soe ju tliwm Uu- 
iijori uiiiuE>rtali4^' cxititiuji after Llie in;4tei'i4l [Igm-ts 

tliitl i,.A.,^.^.-> Lliuse prnpcrtiesare dissolved Tb dusi. 

The ancicly is nt prcseiil in its iufanoy, ami its me;ins nrB 
small J but. 1 wish tti hi^lJ in view tliu subjeel t alluile (o, nud 
iiishca'l'nf tern:hiiig''tlie philoactplrieal brnnchts of li>;iriimg ds 
nrnniiieiiriil jtc«oni [flisb iucuts oiil^', na they have Lhbi^riti Iiim'Q 
Uii^ht, ti) ttat-'h Uu'iii in a manner th:it sh-dU c^ttnbLhi: tlici'lo* 
giL-iil knE>wk't[;^c wilb Bcii'udtiu umtrui^ti'm j; to di> Lliis la tliQ 
buht injiv(iiit:igi.-i Bumc iustrutDeuts will be ncccssiirj? fup tko 
pUTpoaa of i»s}jliiniition, of wbieb t!io swricly es uul yoL piM- 
BL'aat'd. Hul- ^is tbe viuiTS of the society eituiij to puhiiu g'twl, 
us w«Il as tu tbjt of the judividual, and as its priauijilus caa 
bave UO ciieini«^s, tueana may be dtsvised to procure tbcm. 

If we uulto lo the preaeut inslriiction, a scries of lecfir'Tg 
On the ground 1 hiive Ifientionoil, WC edfilt, in the first {flaw, 
render tlitulngy ttie niost doliirbtfijl and cutortaiuiug of all gtu- 
diia. In tbc next phice, wii ahdl give scientific iuslcucticm ta 
thoBO wb-Q could not oiliurwiaG obtuin it. Tbc roi^uhanic uf 
every profession will ibere bo tnuglit tbe luiilhetunlieal prin- 
cJpIua Deuessary to rc»dur biui a prufiuicat in iiia art. Tha 
cullivutnir will there see developed tbe principles nf vegcta» 
tion ; wbile, a.t the suine time, they wiU bo led to sec ttm 
hand of God ia ull these tliiugs. 




Ly.TTER TO CA>m.LK JORDAX, 

OSIE OF TILE CtlUNCIt, OF FIVE nrjUlRED, 

OCCASIONED BY HIS REPORT riS THE felESTS, I'tlBL^ 
WOKSIUP. ASP THE miLS. 



CfTTZPN^ RlirRESESTATIVE, 

As Evorjtliiii;^ in joiii- ri'imti. roIaLing to what yna call wot 
fcliip, cotiin'fits it.5elf mitli iLc bunks tiillcd tLc SfriiUurrx, 
bcj^iti will a c|iti,ititMon tli<-refroiii. It !iiiiy serve to triTi- 
snine idta pf tlit! faQeifui orlgiti anil fiilirifation nf iLnst' hookn 
2 Cbn'nidps, cliap, xsx-is. vi;r, 14, Jtc, " l[i!kj.-iii, tEic priest 
fiiiiuJ tha biiuk uf the law uf l.lie LorJ given by Hoses- And 
Iltlkiah, llie priest, siiid to Sh:i|)liiin, tlie scribu, I liave foonJ 
the book ckf the la\f in tbe boii:^^ of tbe Lr>td, und Hilkialk^ 
delivered the borik to ShapLan. And SLapboTi, the sc-rllic 
told tbe king (Josiib), sajing, Eilkinb^ tbc priest, Wli givt 
me ft book." 

This prt'tcinied Ending waa about a tboiisancl yeara after tho 
tinio tliut MosGS i^ sniii lo bave lived. Bufure this prelcDilcd 
Gniling then; waa do sucIl thing pruuti^cd or ImowD in tbo 
world as lliat wliieh is called ibe law of Most.st. This being 
tbe case, tlierc is Bvery appurunt evidecira, thnt tbi^ books, called 
(lie bitnVs nf MneCH (and wLicb mike tUo first p.irt of wba* 
are cal1«il the Htripturesj ura forgeries emilrived betwcfti q 
priest uud a litnb of tbc liiw,* tlilkiub, and Sliaphaa, the gcribe, 
A tbduaand yoiii-s after Mosoa is aiiid to have been dead. 

TliU3 iiiucb for tbft first par6 n? th« Bible. Every otber 
part is marked with cireumstucices equally as Euapicioua. "VVa 
tmgdt., tliii!r<jfiir«, to be reverentially capyful bow we ascribe 
boi>ki) (i« his iffatil, uf wliioh ibiire is no evidence, and agRiuat 

** It happens Cliat CatniU^ Jardan U ft Umb of die ^w. 
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whicli there Is tibundaTit evidence to LIig controrjr, and cvorj 
cause to supppot iiiipnsiiioTi. 

In your report you spunk oonlimi!»lly «"f wiui'lbiiig hy itiA 
na.[UO of Wonslaip, and you .c^inBiii^ yuursdl' 1u speuk uf *D# 
kiiKJI only, a& if ihcie iTflrc but ouo, anil Lbut oue was Ull' 
questionubly tnie. 

Th'? motlca of Wor^liip aro as various as ih& aeets are numPT- 
ous; and amidst all (liia variety and multipliL-iiy tlnTP IS bal 
one artkk of belief In which tverj religion in iho wtiriJ 
agrees, Tlint article bns universal nanctioii. It is tlL- belief 
of a God, or what the Greeks dcacribed hy the word J'lic'sm, 
L.aA the Lcitiui; by thut of DciEru. Upon tliin one ankdu linvc 
been erected ;tU the different KupcrtilnicturcR nf crefiEs aiii 
oeremouies coiitinualty warring vi'n\i «n^li otlicr lliut iiuw exist* 
or 'CvO'r -existed. Itut the men ttjos't. and bent iiirni'tticd uw'ti 
tlie Bubjett ef tlieology rest thvunsplve-? H|inn this universal 
H-rti'Cl^, and bold all tbe various g«per!itruelun*s (Ttctcxt there- 
(jn to be at least doubtful, if not altngetber arlificiii]. 

The idttiUectual part of religion is (l privute alT;iir betweet 
every man and hia Maker, and in which no third pjirty bus any 
right, to interfere. The pruetical part coni^i.stB in ciur d'ling 
good to each other, But since religion liaa been niitdit into « 
trade, the practicil part ha^ been made to eonsi^t of t^erptimniea 
performed by ra«D called Pri&ata; and the penp]« have boon 
amuEiid with ceremonial bIiqwh, prwessiona, and bulis.* Itjf 

•Tbs preoisB date of the iaventlnn-nf bells pnnurt he ti"»pr''I. Thv 
iLncianta, il apptiar^ rr>iiTi ^lartinl, Juvi;nd, S'lt'toiiius tiu4 t>lli(?n. 
bnil Ml article nnm-cii tintiiitiiibula, luiiunlly LnLnst.ilMl bdl, I hj nhlcb 
llie llixiiiLiia were f,uiijii:t)1ii.'ij to ttiuir hiilUa niii] pulilic plui'.L's 11 
scenis most jirabablc, tluit tUr ikstripiinn of liellii imw wsi-il lu 
clnirdie:)^, were invcMi;'! about tlio _vp!ir -IIH), mid giencmlly ndnptnl 
bol'itrfl lie cu-ram.cuKcmenl of th* sev^aLh ctntiiry, rrefloun (o Ibt't 
lAVemtian, bomtfei-, stmniiinft hr^.l. niiil nolnuliljies buaina. were iiwd; 
mill to tin? prtscnl 'Jiij die <.iri:i'fc clmri'li ]\u\e bourila, nr iruii )4Btcs 
fiill of iicilt^^, wliicli tLnj utrikc: willi il Lnmmirr, nr iiiallut, to HtiiiiiU'in 
tli« [iricsts aniJ othc-rG to ilivhii^ ser^iceu IVg tnny i\]s<i remark, ibit 
ill uiir <bWa CduuIt^, it irna tin: L-ualiim iii luiiiiil^ll-l'ica In vUit r\mj 
penna'a cell piiT\y in tlie [iini'iiii>|j;, iitiil ktini'k nn tliP iJnur vr'ub • 
■imilar inslruuivnt, ijniliij q -wnkeiiiii^ iiiiill«i;— ilouhtlctia no wrf 
pleAsing intrusion in t)ie Klunibur,- -f tlti^ M»tilt!<. 
Jfat, the i/?e of (jcIIh linving lieni tMnblUbed. i.r w»b fnn-' 
dersla were (orn'/jcif «,( tin; sniiiiil, ■wvS. sUuiV \n \vh=\« aim,*; 



I of this YmA true religion has been banishijii ; and suet 

liuvc been foiiiiJ out to cstraet money ovoa from (lie 

B of the ponr, Jn^tuud of contributing to their relief, 

DiUQ ought to iii!ik<3 a living by rjsligion. Il i^ disliuoad 

o, Ituligion IS oot an set tliat can be [it^rforoioU hy 

One parauo cuBuot act roligiou for auuther. PIvcry 

must perform it for hioasclf : and all that a pneat cun 

take froin him, he wants nothing but his monc;, aud 

t riot oD h\a spoil and laugh ^t his eredulily. " 

only people, as a profc^seional sect of Cliristi:ine, hE 

B for tile poor of ttcir society, arc people known by Iho 

f Quakcra. Those men have no pricst«. Thej assein- 



innnni^r, which nppen.i's to hare Iheen firit duno Ijy Pope John 
D. n69. A record of this pracliao stlLl Qsiatd in th« Tent of 

anfl the grent Tom nt <lifuril, &*, 

; thna laid tUe loQQiiation of superstitious Teneration in Ihi 
rf tlie rominiin paopI«, it cniinot be n rrtnttcr of surprise, tk»,\ 
re noon u%'d nt rcjoiciinfce, &n<l tiigili featinala in tLe cbnrcb 
purpose (if -dririiig nwn/ a.ny C¥i1 spirit i*bicb might be In liie 
urhnoil, ) na wcfl as on tlie umval of «nj great pcnonago, 
iciiiiiiio Uitj Ufiuitl tve wa» one pfonj;. 
titer custi'iiL remains to be cxplniacd, viz. Colling bolls on ths 

of any pcrson'H dcAth, n. cuatom which, in the nianner noir 
J. ii t(i tally diffcrpnt Troax its originnl inatttution. It 
to biire lieeii used an eiirlj as llic "tli century, wlien belia 
It fcncriiHj' us^, and to !bAv« been nJcnorninatU'd tlie soul bell, 
piiRui! flic df piLTting of Ibe soul,) as ako, Ibc pA£4Ltig bell, 
icati/ Leila us, '-Our clinrch, in imitAtioa of the Snints uf 
|o;es, iMills iu the Minister nnj others wlio ore ot liiini^, tg 
Bir Itrtitbtriti bi^ lAst exlruiulty ; ia orilcr to this, &b<; diTCDtB 
lould bp tulk-d when any one ia fxtitin^ out of thia life." 
nldn BiLjs — " When any -iriio is i!jjiit[J, belia niust ba tolled, 

pciipli? l>in.j put ap iheir prnjiera for bim ; lei tliis be duiiQ 
a woninn, and thrice for a mnn. If fur a olurg^inan, 
lea 09 be biiil orders t and nt the cnnclnsion. a peal oa alf! 

to di still [fui ah (he quitlity of the person for whom the peopla 
I up ihejr ppnycrs," — Frnm thesp pa.ssageg it Rppears efideot 
lell viis to be tolleJ f-z/tirf a peristm'.i deoeaae ratlier than afifr. 

present ilnj"; ami llmt Ihe tibjftCI wilS to obtiiin the prnycrs 

a Iteiii'il it, fiir tbe repose uf the soul of thirir dupartin); 

■. At fiest. wlion the t4>lliuf; tpnk phicB after the person's 
It VAR li^i'meii EupersliiiouH, and wa.a partially dbuBod, 
a fiiiinil niAturiidly to affisct the rcTCTiiit o^ fiie cVi'W'ita.. Tam 
ihnriiiirri'aiaved tlie ohjuction, 'b(iW»'«'«« a^wa 'UJi^i,'^^'^ 
J'clic c'lstumnry fucs. — Kijiioti. 
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bic quifitlj in tlicir places f>f nrrtinps, nml dn imf di»ti 
Uijighljmirs witli adows nni! uoise uf tell*, RcJijrioii 
tiniLe itsp3f to slinw und noise. True rdigif^n is witliuubcit 
"VVhori! lliero is h')rli, tlierc is nn true religltni. 

Tlie first oiiject fur iufjiiirj in ull casOM. iiiofe cRjimnlly 'o 
iiiaLkTS(i>f rpligioiis eoncoru, is Tltl'TU. We ougljt lo irnjiiii-e 
inio the truth of whutevM^r wc ure tiught to WIj^ve, and is it 
ccrlisin that tbe books culUd the l^c^^ripiui-fs Riaii'l, lu litis 
respect, ■□ more thao a doubtful predicunictit ? Tbf^ luvis 
been licM in ciistence, mid in a sort of enfdit aiiiong Uic ffom- 
luon claaa of people, hy art, terror, und perswiition. Tbcj 
lave little or no credit iiiiiong iKg (jiilightoncd part, bnl they 
lavfl been nmde tie means of cncumberiug ihe world wrtL 4 
Tinmerous priesthood, whn have fiiltcued on tlic hibnur of ibc 
people, and consumed the suslcnancc tlmt ought to be applk'il 
to the ivid^ws and the poor. 

It is EL want of feeling to talk nf priests and bclk wliilst m 
many infunis arc pprishing in llie bospitala, iind ngcd inil 
jntirm poor in (lie streets, from the want of H'OCBsarios. Tlie 
pbundanct! tlat Pruitcc produL-cs Ih sufRtTictit for every want, 
if rig-litly n|)pl;i<jd ; but priestH and hells, likii grticles of iustirj, 
ought to be the least nrtii-U'a of en usidc ration. 

Wo talk of ruligion. Let us tylk of trwtli ; for thiit wbiol 
ia D'll tl-ulh, is nnt irnrthy the name of religion. 

Wb see difforyiit f>:irts of the world nversprcad with difTcrtn^ 
books, eath of whicli, iLougli cniitradictory lt> the other, i» 
said, by ils partisans, to Le of divine origin, iccd is iiKwle a 
rule of fuitli and pructicc. In couhIfii-b inidf^r despotic g.-ironi- 
lucntSj where iiiijniry is nhvnys forbidden, tlie people arn ccm- 
demned to believe us they have been taught by their priwrla, 
TLi^ wus for many cctituri^-'s the ea^o in Frimi't.' ; but thiB liuk 
iu lliu ehiiin of tlav^iry is happily broken hy the rcvoluti'm; 
;.iid, tba-t it may novvr bo riveted again, let ua employ u part 
of tbe liberty we enjoy in scrutiuiKiHg into the truth. Let us 
Jeuvu beliind us aouie mujiiinient, (hat we have madv tho catiae 
and honour of our Creator nn object of our carC- If wc b»« 
been imposed upon by tho terrors of governnicnt and ihl 
artlfiee of pricsla in loutlers of religion, lot iis do juslioe to 
oar Creator by eaaminin;^ inio the ease. His namu is 
£acrcd to be affixed to ariytViiiig ^W\fcV v* ^T^sv^va-, Mid 
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Jmy lo iiir|uir(i whether we believe, or cncoaragc the peo 
pie to iK'lifve, ill ftilik'S tir in (wis. 

It wniild be 3 piTjjcct worllij llio Siitualion we are in, to 
inTJIc ail m([uirv of tliis iirnl. We liavc towimitlegs fi>r 
TaiiouH olijc<^ts; unJ, arcODg olLirrs, a conjiuillce fitr bells. Wsi 
have instil utinns, aeaOeii(i;;s, and societies for various purposes ;1 
hut wc kiive none fur iiKjuiriiig intt histciricnl truth io mattei 
of mligious concern. 

Th^*;- show Da certain tooVa whiL-!i tbi'y call the IToly 
Seripiiires, tie word of God, and other names of that kind; 
but WG ought to know what eTiilence there ia fur our helicving 
t'hciti to be sfif and at what time thcj origiiitttuJ, and in what; 
BiamicT, Wc^Jigfrn-tb^Lmcii could_miiLe wok?, uad we knftw'' 
that artifice and siipcirctifjovi caiiT^ give tbpm a came j could 
call tliem ancrecl. Itut we ought to he careful that the paniO 
of oiir Creator he not ahused. Jjet thcu all the cvideuoo with 
i^pptct to those hooka he made a subject of Jncjuiry. If tbwo 
he evidence to warrant our belief of Ihcin, 1ft us encourage 
the propagation of it ; hut if not, let u& be cjircful not to pro- 
niiUfi the cause of delusion and fulfiehoDd. 

1 have nlready Rpoken of the Quakpra^that they tiavc no 
priesre, uo bells — and that tliey are rcmjirkiihlG fnr thi'ir care 
of the poi>r of their society. They are ci|ua!ly as rcniafkablo 
fur ihe education of thdr children. I am a dcseoudaot of a 
family of that profcBPion j iny father was a, tjiiakwr; and I [ire- 
£unic I niiiy be admitted au evidence I'f wliai I assert* Tlig 
seeds ai good principles, and the litcrury menus of advance- 
ment in [lie world, arc hid in early life, IngtuiicI, therefore, 
«t ccnsuniJog the substance of the uiitlon upon priests, whose 
]ifo at hcitt is a life of idlencBS, let ua think of providing foi' 
tlie edutiition of those who have not the racana of doiug it 
IhcuipeUce. Oue good Echool-masler ia of more use th|in a 
huudrod priests. 

If wi! louk hack at what was the condition of France under 
the anriciil rrijcme, we caHHot atrjuit the prlesta of corrupting 
ihe iiioralBtif the nation, Tbeir prt'tended celibacy led them 
to cnrry debaneliery und domestic infidelity into every family 
: whprc they could gain ndmissiou ; »nd their hiuKpheuiouB pra- 
Imsions to forgive sins, encouraged the uotowvi't.axMW c.S. 'Oocav.l 
\VIijir has the Rei'oSution of jFrauce tccft etftiniii "wS'Cb txrttit* 
/Ai- HcvoIutwD of (be UoUed Stales ol Xm'i-n.tai *»'*»., 
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not? Mud are p^siaiUj the same m all countries: il il 
eilueal'iDU tliiit ninkos ibeni dilTereiit.. Accustom a {Jenpli! lo 
beliuvQ that priests, or ftty otbor class of men, c&n for^va 
AinH, iitij jtuu will have ains iu Hbundance. 

I conic now to speak more particular! j to tbe object of yonr 
report. 

Vou claim a. pnvilrgc incompatible nltli the conetitution 
and with righU. Tbe constitulioo pro^tcets efjually, aa it 
ought to do, every profession of religion ; it gives no exclauTO 
privilege to any, Tbe ehurcLes are tbe gommon property of 
all tb(^ people 1 tbey sre natmnnl good:^, uod cannot be giV'SiL 
exclusively to any one professinm, because tbe right dots uoi 

f exist of giving to any one that wfi[c?h appertains to alL It 
■would te consistent with rigtit that the churches be sold, and 
tbe money arising thorcfroin he invested aa a fund for the 
education of cbildrcn of poor parents of every profe8ition, and, 
if more than sufficictit for this purpose, that the surplus be 
appropri^ited to the Bupport of the aged poor. After ibif, 
every profession can erect its own plaeu of worship, if it chooiw 
— support its own prieala, if it lIioobc to hiive itny — vi per- 
form its worflliip without pripsls, as the Quat-jra do. 

As to bulls, tJicy are a publie nmsanei;. H' one profession 
is to bavfl bells, another has the right to uae ibe instruuieuU 
of tlie same kiud, or uny other noisy instrument. S-ime ni*y 
cbooae to meet at tbe aoiind of cannnn, another at the beat nf 
drum, anotbtT at the sound of trumpets, and So on, until tJiB 
Irbole becnmes a eeoue of general confusion. But if we ptf' 
roit ourselvos to tbink of the atatc of the siek, und tbe many 
isleepW&s nights otid days they undergo, we shall feel tbu im- 
propriety uf inerea.=»ing their distress by the ooise of bells, (C 
any otlier noisy iustrumcnts. 

Quiet and private donifatic devotion neitliCT ntfeaJs nnr 
incommodoa an jbody ; and tlie constitutioo has wisely guardcii 
figuintit tbe use of esternals. Bells come under this doi^crip 
tionsandpuMieproecaslon, slillmoreso — Streelsand hightriiji 
are for the accommodation of persona fidlowing their sevcnl 
occupations, »nd no scetary has a right to int-omtnode thctu 
— If iiuy o\w has, every Other has the Biimc ; and the mci'liug 
oi' ranova ami onfradiutory procession» wonid Iw tuiuultooua. 
Those who funned tbe coiialnXMioix Wi ■ww«l'j rtflecled u(wo 
fiieso cases} aud^ wlii^at ibcy wcte ^lanftt-iK Vq \\i3tsa\* 
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equal riglii of pvcry one, tbey restraiocd eTcry one from giving 

oflenc-e, or inMmmodiDg aooth-er. 

Men who, ttrougb a long and tuBmltHous scone, liave lived 
iu retirement., aa you bave doni-, may thitii, wLen tliey arrive 
at power, that notliing is more easy tban to put the world to 
rights in iin JD^tant; lEiey furic to tWinaclvtsgny itleaa at the 
auceess of tbeir prtijceta; tut tLcy forget Iti contciiipiate tlie 
difficuiliea tbat fttti'iui ibem, and th'c d&Dg&r« with wIlU'U Ihcy 
are pregTirint. Alaa I nothing is so easy aa tn det:oive ot:e's 
eelf. Did all men thiuk as yoa thinkj or m you aay, yonr 
p!un WQuid need no ndvocatOj because it ivould have do op- 
poser; but there uro milHuns wbo thicik differontly to yoUj 
Had nho ure deCermiued tu be neither tlte dupes nor tlie slaves^ 
of error or dosigo. ■■ 

It IB your good fortune to arrive at power, wlien the BtHl' 
aliiue of prosperity ie brqalhing tV>r(h eftor « Joug and Btoriny 
pight. The firmness of your colleagues, anil of those you 
liavc Buccecded — the unabated energy of the Directory, and 
the niiec[ualled bravery of the armies of ibc UepubtiCj hare 
rn&de the way smooth and easy to you. If you look back at 
the difficulties tfcat existed when the c&nBtitution commenced, 
you i'iann&t but be confounded with admiration at iho difference 
between that time and now. At that monient, the Direelory 
were placed like the forlorn hope of an aruiy, but you wore in 
safe retiremeut. Tbey occupied the poet of honourabie 
danger, and they tave merited well of tiieir country. 

You talk cf justice and benevolence, but you bcj^in at the 
wrong end. The defenders of your country, and tbo deplor- 
able slate of the poor, are objects of prior COusiderattOO. ta 
pric8£S"aud bells and g:»«dy proeCBsions. 

Ydu. talk of peace, but your manner of talking of it em- 
barraasea the Directory in iiiiilciiiig it, and nerves to prevent it 
Had yon been an actor in all the sccuea of government froia 
ite commencement, you would liavci been too wel! informed to 
Lave broupht forward projeelti tJiiit operate to eaeourago the 
enemy. When yon arrived at a shnre gu the government, you 
found ovorytbiiig tending to » prosperous isEue. A series of 
WOlorici* unet[uallcd in t-be world, hikI in (lie obtaining of wbicli 
ymj bad no elmre, preceded your arrivaL K'jtv^ twfWi^ \«i!(. 
OB« WHS Bobdo^d; and that one (tbc llanOAjenaii ^g^iCTBWiesA. 
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its resoorces, was suing for pcaeo. lii mich a state of 
no new qucslion that might Lend to AgilatC and itnikrcliise 
interior, ouglit to bnvc Lad piaee ; and the pruject yon propwe^ 
tends directly to that. end. 

Whilst Franco was a luonarcli^j and nodcr the gOTcmmcai 
of those things culled kings and pricE(t<, Kuglnnd could always 
defeat her; but sinca France hus RISEN '10 BE A RE- 
PUBLIC, the Government of England crouches beueutt 
her, BO great ii^ the diS'erenre betneea a goveromc-Tit of kingB 
and prieats, aod that whict h founded on the syBt^u pf re- 
pregentatron. But, could the govemmeot of England find a 
ITiy, under the sanctiac of your report, to inunJate Fraoce 
with a flood &f emigratit prleats, she wmild find also the way 
to domineer as before ; she would retrieve he;r shatt 
finance's &.t your cspmnse, and the ringing of the bells 7r< 
be the tncsin of your downfall. 

Did pence co^nsiat in nothing but the cessation of war, 
voold Dol be difficult; but the terma are yet to te arren^ 
and those tenuB will be better or worse, in proportion as France 
and her couucils be united or diTid&d. That the goYcrnmcDt 
of Eugland cnunts luu'ch upon your report, and upon othvn 
O-f a similar tendency, is what the writer of this letter, who 
knows that government well, has no doubt. You are hot 
new on iho theatre of gOTCrnmcnt, and jiCiu ought to suspect 
yourself of tnipjudging; the eiperi^nce of those who oaTe 
gone before jou, should be of some service to yoo. 

But if, in consequence of such incaaores as you propose, 
you put it out of the power of the Directory to make a good 
peace, and to accept of terms you would afterwards reprobate^ 
^K it is yourselves that must bear the cenBurc, 
^H You cnaclude your report by the following addrcea to your 

^^f "Let UB has tea, representatives of the people! to affix ^o 
tacse tutelary laws the seal of our unianinaoua approbtjiion. 
All our fcllow-citizCus will leara to cherish political liberty 
from the enjoyment of religious liberty : you will !ia.ve broken 
the mnsE powerful arm of your enemies; you will htife sof- 
rounded this asaenihly with the most impregnable rantpaM — 
cooSdeact^f and the people's lore. 1 my cullcngues I haw 
L desirable h ibat popularity wVich \ft t\itt uffspiiiig of good 
kisfffl,' What a consoktiou it wiU \)& \a ms Vwi»&v«,^tMi 



Tetnmetl to onr own firesides, to Isflar from tbo motilhs of oor 
felluw-ciliKcna, theae simple espressions — lUemiujs rtieani 
jfou, men fj/peitee! i/ou have rcstoreil to us riur lempla — mir 
ffiiiiislfn — l/i'i Ici/crfff of luhriinj thf. Goii 0/ our /itthcri ; ^ou 
have ret-aUcil Jiurmo7ii/ to our families— moraiity to our 
ftearts: j/vk Jiav: made us aiiore the legislature and rcspKt 
all its lav:*!" 

Is it possible, cittK«n-repTesej3t8tiFe, that you can beserioni 
ia tlii)^ HildreKS? Were tbe liv^s of the priests andt^r tL^ an- 
cirnt re.'jlmc such as to justify atiylbing you say of tbcm 7 
Were [lot all France convinced of their itatnoraliLj ? Were 
tbfy not considered ag the patrong of dehaucliery and dniucstio 
infidelity, and not as the patrons of morala ? What was thi^ir 
pretended celibaey but perpetual adultery 7 What waa their 
blofipheHioujJ pruttiasiona to forgive eins, but an ODCouragement 
to the uouiuiifaiou of them, and a love for their own ? Tio 
you want to lead again into Frauce all tbe vices of wbieh they 
bav« been ihn f>;timns, and to overspread tbe republic with 
English pensioaers? It ii; cheaper to corrupt than to conquer; 
anil the En|rlish governui'ent, unable to co-nijacr, will stoop to 
corrupt. Arrogance and ineanuef^, though in appearance op. 
poaite, are vices of the aamC heart. 

Instead of contiluding m the manner you have done, you 
ought rather to have said, 

" O ! my collcaguea I we are arrived at a glorious period — ■ 
a period that promiaca more than we could have expected, and 
all that we could bavewishttd, Let us hitBtea to take inta 
(ton&idiiratif>n the honours &qA rewards due to our Lrave de- 
feodera. Let us hasten to give cacouragcment to agriculture 
and munufaclurea, that comroorce may rein<?tate if&elf, and our 
people have eiuployment. Li;t us rsTiew the condition of tho ^d 
suffering poor, and wipe from our country tlio reproach of for- ^H 
getting them. IiCt us device meana to ustabli-sh schools of in- ^H 
gtnietion, that we may tanish the ignorance that the ancient 
regime of kings and prteets had spread among the people — 
Let n.1 propagiite morality, unfettered by superstition — Let ug 
caltivuLe juscieo and benevolence, that the God of our fathers 
may bicsi u^, The helpless infant and the aced pmr cry to 
iM to remember theui — Let not wretQhcdmi&'ft ott Wi^ii ™ ww. 
Btrects— Let I'mane eiLibit to tbe woiVi iVfc ^q-cvcw* ^■jASK^'i 
^tl^^peiiiag igQernuaG and misery t,oget\ieT. 



4 



TS2 



tWnffiB TO cx^ 



3A*; 



"Let theac, my viftuons rallengucs ! be (he fiu^ect of war 
care, that, wtien we retiun ainoog our fellow-citiBcus, lltcj niaj 
Buy, Wurlh^ rrprescntatit'esf tfon have tiune locli. fou havt 
d&ne JwU'ce and fmnour io our t/mne i/rfrni/rrs. You havt 
ertcourarfed agriruHiire^—rlirrisheii out difn^'d. vmitu/neUirrn 
^-ffioen new lift to comm^pce, and evtjj/n^mrne tn ot 
people. You haue removecf jfrom our countrtf (he rfpj 
offorgeitinj the poor — Yon. hnve cavsi^d ihc cry of the orpht 
to CtQie — •YotL fiane toipeii ikf' tear from thti-.tyr of the Kiifffrrintj 
mother — You have givm tcimfoH to (hf, ai/f-d nni} injirm— 
Yon have pmetratcd into ihf. fffmumtf rereascs of lerrfrhi-dnrsSf 
and hajie bunished it. Welcome nmang us, ye hrane and 
virtuoiii reprfsmttaliKCB .' and may T/^oit-r exampie befaUotued 
by your siiccessors /" 

Thomas Fahve. 

Paris, 1797. 
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PREFACE. 



KTttS MmiSTEBS AKD PREACHERS OF &J.L DENOUINATIOKfl 
OF BELlGrON. 
T ia the dutf of every man, as far as his ability extends, 
to df^tect and expose delusion and crror.J Quit nature bus not 
given to ovefy one a tuknt for the purpose; tiiid among tlioaa^— 
to wLom such a tallGDt is given, there is afteu a waal oC dispo-^M 
eitioD gr of courage tO' do it. ^^ 

TLe world, or luore properly spea-Ecing, that sm.ill part of it 
Called Cbrieteodom, gr the Christian World, has been amused ^ 
for more than a thou^ud years nilh accounts of Propheaiqs ia ^M 
the Old Testament, about the coming of the person called Je« ^^ 
auB Ohri«t, atid thou9a.ndB of serttions bave been preached^ and 
Tolnotca written to make tnaa believe it. 

In the folloiring treatise, I have eTiimincd all the pDBS^ca 
in the New Testaoicnt, quoted from tlio Old, and calkd pro- 
phficiea coufMBioing Jesus Obmt, and I &u(i no such thing aa 
a prophecy of any such peraon, aad I deny there aro any, Tba 
pasayges ull relate to circu tustaacea the Jewish nation was in 
at the time they were written or spoken, and not to anything 
tbat was or was not to biippea in tbo world aevcrul hundred 
year^ nft^rwardij ', aud 1 baye shown what tEie cireum^tancefi 
weru, to which the pasitagi^g *Pp'y ^'^ refrr. I h&vo given 
chapter and verse fur everythiog I have fluid, atid barC bot 
gone out of the books of the Old and Now TcBtmnent for evi~ 
denoe that the passages are not proph-eciea of the person call^j 
JcBus Christ. 

The prejudice of unfounded belief ofLoa degcneratea into 
the prejudice nf custom, inid hecomea, at last^ rank hypocriay. ^J 
When men, from cusluni or Fkahinii, or any worldly motive, ^| 
profess or prt^Ccnd to believe wh;!t ttiey do Dot believe, nnr^H 
can give any reusou for believing, they uusVii,^ VW VeSso-iS. 
monijiys aad being no lungei koncsV to ^k« ~ 
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minds, tbej feel no moral difficulty ia being unjust to oth 
It ia from tba influenL-e of tbia vitsc, hypocrisy, tliat we s«se 
tnatiy Church ntnil Mocting-gning prnft-ssors and protoaders 
religion, so full f»f trick and deceit in their dealiogHj and so 
looae in tbe pcrforitianci! of their engage in cnts, tlint tlicy an 
nst to be iruated further than tho Uwa of the country will 
ind tlictn, Moruliiy has do liold on Iheir niiiid», no re- 
ruint on their attions. 

Oiia set of preaebtna make satvation to conuist iti litlieTiDg. 
They tell th?ir eongregalious, that if Ihcy Wlievc in Christ, 
their sins shall be fiirgivcn. Thia, in t!ic first phic*?, la nn uti- 
courage ui<^D I to siti, in n i^tuiUr lUQUhi^r an whon a. p^m^iyul 
youa^ feiitiw h told his father will pwy all his dfbt^, he runs 
into deht tli-e fu&lur, and bBcouica the mora estraviigiint: DinJ^ 
dy, Bays bo, pnys ull, iiiid on be gnt's. Just so in the otfa^Hi 
case, C'fi riat prrifn tiff, and on gws tlio sinnc-r. ^H 

In the nest place, ihi! doctriiio liit'sc men prcMeh ia nr*t tnri!. 
he New Tcatamcnt rests itaclf for credibility and tealiciony 
on what are tEiUcd propliociea in lliB OU Teatanicnt, of tb« 
persoD called Jesus (Jlirint; and if there are no atieb thifij^ws 
prophecies of any such jierson in the Old 'Xegtameut, (he JJb* 
"■efftatnent is a forgery of the coaiiciiit of Nicl' jinil I*nod,iGeft, 

d the fuith founded thereon, deltisioo and fuUfjhood.* 

Abotber sot of preaHiors icll their cnngcegiititiiis that Gni 
predestinated and aelected from all eternity, a certain Bunibi^f 
t*i be saved, and a certain uuiuber to be damned eleninlly. If 
tiia were true, the ihirj 'ifjmhjnicnl IB past: their pn-ucfiing 
is in vain, and tbey bad better work ut Bomc useful caUiiig foC- 
tlieir livelihond, ' ' 

Thia di>ctrinc, alao, like the furnier, hath a direct tendency 
to demorulizu lu^mkind. Can u had man he reformed by il'II 
ivu bim that if he is one of those who wag di^erovd to li" 
dauiutrtl hcfnr« ho ivas horu, bis reformation will do liiin no 
good; and if he waa decreed to h« saved, ht- wili be »iT 
■whether he believes it or not; for this is the result of lliu d 
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V "The councils of Nice Htid Lnn>liD«tt were hflnl About 330 met 

after the tLiiii« Cliri^t id i^aid 1» Live 1ivi-rj; ninl lliv W>k« lliiil »<)* 

eompiise Lba Ni?w Tcsiaiiii'iit, "norp ilicii vutej I'rir hy tub niiJ ^tti, 

»s "po iii>™ vote tt Itiw, A great miiny iliiil wcro olfi-rwl limt » 

joritj- of n////!', Aiid ncre itjucvul, Tliia in lite wiiy IIid Kmr Ti 

meat cEjne iulu being. 
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Ine. Suob preocliiag and Bucih pTC:i<j!icrB da iajur; to tha 
mgrai world, Thcj had better be at tho plough, 

As in my political works my motive and object have been 
to give man an elevated sense of Iiici own charucler, and free 
him from tbe slavish and superstitioua absurdity of inonarcbj 
and faeredUary gOTerninent, so in my publications on religious 
BubjeclB my cndeav&ursbavc becTJ directed to bnug man to a right 
U9i) of the reason that God idB|ven him ; to imprrsa on him the 
great principles of divine nIHity, justice, mercy, and a beoo- 
volent diRpoHititHi to all men, and to nil creatures, sad to in- 
spirQ in bim a epirit of trust, conGdcuce, and consoIatLotx in 
b.t3 Creator, uosbackled by the fubica of books protcndiag to 
be t/ie toord of God, 

TnoMAS Paine 
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'TestmneMt atotit 
neccfiaary to expUin the nnture of dreaja, aii3'to~ 
Bbow by wbat op[?ratiDEi of ttic win'l a ilrt^aro is pioJuced ilui- 
ing slet'p. IrVlten this is undeTstood we sliaU be ilie bet 

eu:ili]<jJ to judge whelber any reliance can bo plufoil u 

tbcm; anJ consequently, w^fclier the several matters iu ihft 
Kew Testament rukccd of arcama dencrve llio credit wliich. 
the writers of that book and priests aod commiciitutors ascr 
to theia. 

la order to underalnnd the nntura of drctmoa, or of rbat 

I irhtuh piis^fcff lit idefil vision dariog a stiite of eleep, it is Gist 
necessary to undetataud the composicion and dcvompoeiliaiiof 

; tlio bimiim mind. 

, Tlio thrct: great fuieultiea of the iniod arc Isi.^rfrNAO^t^l 

JtTttOiiEKT, and Mkmdwy. Kvery aeti"!! rf the mirid cordH 
un-jer ods or otbcr of ibesG fuualliifii. Iii a state uf w:ik(.>f^| 

PSS, &^ in tbe day-time, these three facilities are all utfltv^H 
:t that is seldom the case iu sleep, aai never pet-rcctiy ; a^| 
19 i^ tbe cause that our ctreanis ar6 not So regular fl^| 
Lional hi oor ^vaking thougbi^. ^| 

Tbie sent uf that cojlectiou of powers or facilities, ^iTiAt e<^| 
stitute what is called tbe iniud, is in the brniti. Tbcre u t^M 
aud cannot bo, any visible di'-ttioDstnilimi of tlii°i aiiuti>inif.ii1^| 
but nocidenlfl bappmiiug to living percon?, nhnw jr to \te ^H 
An injury <hnv to the brain by a frauture uf iba skull n^| 
Sfimctirnes (.-tian^o a wi^O m.iT) into a cliildisll idiot ; n bi-i^| 
ivilh'iut uiiml. But so careful has nature benn of titnt khvIi^M 
tam-loru.m r-f inno, the bniii), thiit of y]l tbe cxttrnu! nccidciH 
to wbit^'b buniunify iis subject, this lj;ippi-ns the innDt i^etdo^l 
But ffc often gee it bappuuing by loii^ -awl bubitunl itilciu^H 
tance. ^H 

ta Whether those three &ic«.U\c3 otcu'^^ iis\\Tn,t n^nrttoB^H 



if tho braiu, ia known on); to that AJmight; power tht 

formed and organized it. We cau seo the exteraal eScctfi of 
unuficular motioQ m all the picmljcrs of tbe body, tLougb its 
primnm mobile, or first moving cause, ia m^knowD to man. 
Our external motioos aro soinotimee tbe effect of ial^DtiDD, 
and sometimes not. IT wo uro sittLag and int«iid to rise, or 
Staodiog and iutend to sit, or to walk, tbc Vimhs obey that 
intontioQ ss if they heard the order given. But we mako s 
tiioii^and motioDS every day, ftBd that as well Waking as BleG]> 
ing, tLn.t bavc no prior intention to direct them. Each uiem< 
Lor acts as if it bad a will or mind of its own. Man governs 
the whole when he pleaeca to govern, but in the interims the 
Bevcral parta, like little Buburbs, govern themaelveB withont 
cooBultiiig the BDvereigD. 

Sut all these motioEis, whatever be tbo generating cauae, are 
external and visible. But with r&apcet to the bra^o, do ocular 
observation can be made upon it. All is niyatcry ; all is 
darkness iu that womb of tbougbt, 

VVb*itber the braia is a mass of matter jn continual rest; 
whether it haa a vibrating pulaative motion, or a heaving and 
falling motion, like matter in fertnentfltion; whether difiertnt 
purls of the braia Lave di;flerent motions according to the 
faculty that is employed, be it the imagination^ the judgment, 
or tbe memory, man knows nothing of it. Ho knows not the 
cause of bis own wit, Hfs own brain conceals it from him. 

Comparing invisible by visible thinga, as metapbygjcal cad 
eometinies be compared to physical things, the operations of 
those distinct and several faculties have Home resemblunce to 
the mecbaniain of a watcb. The main spring which puis all 
in wotion, corresponds to tbe imaginatjoq; the penduluoi or 
balaqco, which eorrectg and regulates that motion, corresponds 
to tbe judgment; and the hand nbd dial, like the metnoryk 
record the operations. 

Now in proportion as these several faculties sleep, Blumber,' 
keep awake, during the continuance of a dteam, In that 
proportion the dream mil bo reasonable or frantic^ rcmem'bercd 
or forgotten. 

If there is any fuculty in Tuontal man that novor aleepa, it 
la that volatile thing tbe imagiaation: the case is difcreat 
~ itb the judgment and memory. Tbc B"i4a\ft Miii %tj(iw: «i«tt- 
^lulJciJ of the Judgmeot eaaily disposea'U \.qieaiXi\ «i^'^^' 
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bi^ mrcuArj, it rcpoHs in silcncfi, au'l ia active onlj wh«n 

Thiki r!iG jurlgnjcTit. s'lon gne» lo ali^rp mny be perrrjvod ]■ 

ir Bomctlracs bcgumiiig to dr«ain tt'Tiire we are fully iLslp^ 

ours^lvi^B. Smhc mndrtm tbnught ruaa in the mind, and vre 

I start, as iL were, into rcvullection that we are drcnming between 

^Kl«eping uud waking, 

^P I^ t^(^ judgmeiit sleeps whilst th« iintiginstJOQ keeps HWftkt, 
ihv dreum will W a ri"tou.s assctnblnge of inis-^hapeD ininafl 
nod runting ideu.'^, nnd the more active Cbe iinugmatioD m, tl| 
vilder tbe dream will be. This Dinst itiOOtiiiiisteDt and tlto 
most impossilile thinys will appear rif^bt; becisnse tbat facully, 
whose province it is to keep order, is in a state of abaonc*^. 
The Diustcr of the school h gone out, Kiid tbe bo^a are id 
uprofir. 

If the memory sleepw, Wie shall bave no other knowledge 
the dream tbAn that we bnve dreamti wilhDiit knowing nbat it 
was about. In this case il is EeuRatiidii, ratber than rticoUeo 
tioD, that ac4s, Tlio droain ba^ giToa nt some eoase of pain 
9r trouble, and we feel it a.a a htirt, rathipr tbaa reinsiuber 
04 a vjsipti. 

If inemorj oaHj slumberB, we shall have a faint reme 
brance of the dream, and Aftci-a few uiDUtes tt wiil sometin 
faappcn that the principal pa-ifiagca of the dream will oecar 
hb moro fuUj'. The cauao of thta ia, that the memory will 
sometimes continue Eliimbering orsleeping after we are awaJtA 
ouratdves, and that so fully, that it may, ami soraetiniea does 
happen, that we dt> not immeJiAttly recollect where we D.re, 
nor wbttt we haTo beea about, or ha¥e to do. But when the 
nieoiorj »tarta into wakefulness. Bt brlug::* the knowledge of 
these tljiDgs back upon us, like a flood of light, and sometima 
the drea.ni with it. 

liut the meat cnrious circuOi stance of the tuiud in a state ) 
of dream, is the powei' it has to hefioiue the ageot of every 
person, character and tbiog, of ^hieh it dreams. It carries , 
on conTersation with sevcrat, asks fHieslionaj heara aDswerv, 1 
gives dDtl reut;ivca infonuation, and it acts all the^e parts 
itetlf. 
But however various anil ccceutrio the imnginaTion may be 
/a the creation of imagee B.nd ideas, it caouot aapp]_y iba . 
c/jsce of memory f wiLb respect, \a t\i\ii^ 'Oa^'^ mh W'^titt^^j 
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FVriien we are awalte. For exnniple, if we liave forgnllcn I 
tlatne of a peraoti, and drcBTD of seeing liim acid a:iking l4iiil 
biA name-, he. cuniiot tell it; for it is ourselves asking ourselves 
the que&tioD. 

But thmi^;h the iraaf^natirm cannot supp!/ the pfaec of real 
memory, it ha* the wild faciiltj of cnuBlerfeiting Hiemorj. It 
drcBins of perHons it oever knew, aud talks with them as if it 
remcinbGriid tLeui aa old a<?c]U[iiiitaDceB. It relates liircuiutttacccti 
I that never bappeneiJ, aod tells tbeoi aa if tliny bad happened. 
It goQS to pluccB that never existed, aod knows where ail tho 
streets and house? are, e.^ if it Lad been there Leforc. The 

I si-enes it creates often appear as scenes rcmeruhered- Ft will 

^^bometimes act a. drealn wiLhin a dream, and, in the dclusioii 

^HMdretfiiiiT^g, tell a dreniii it never dfcamejl, and tell it as if ic 

was frnin memory. It may nlso he remarked, that the iTnagin- 

I nticfQ in a dream, has no idea of time, as timr. It counts only 

hy circytaBtances ; and if d succoaaioQ of circumatancea pass 

in a dream that would re^^uirc a great length of time to acco: 

plish them, it trill appear to the dreamer that a kngtb of ti 

uat thereto has piused ulsn. 

A» this is the state of tbe mind iu drea.m, it ma; rationally 
sttid thiit every pcraoa is mad otiee in twenty-four houre, 
ir weru be to act in the d»y an be dreams In tbe night, h? 
uld bo con6ined for a luualic. In a Bta.tc of Wakefulness^ 
oac three faculties beiu^ idl alive, and acting In union, con 
itute the rational maQ. tn drf ntiia it i^ otberwise, and the 
fiiro that stale wbicli ia called insanity, appears to te no oth 
~ an a disunion of tho^e faoulti-es, and a ccsaation of the Jud^ 
cnt, during waktfuluesa, that we so often experience during 
Gp; and idiocy, into wlucb. Bomo persons bavo fallen, is 
lat ccssalioa of all the factiltics of wbiub wc can he sensible!) 
wlieu we Unppuo to w«kt before our memory. 

In this view of Ibe mind, how absurd ts it to placQ reliance 

ipou dreinis, and how much more absurd to niiike them a 

Uudatioo for religion ; yet the belit^f that Jesug Christ IS tho 

u of Ood, bcyolten by the riniy Gho&t, a being never heard 

bL'forc, stands oti iho story of an old miin'a dream. " Aaii 

■finli! till- iimji'l of flte Loi-d nppciTfd to .Joseph ia a ilrea 

Intf, Joseph, ihoii son of Daniil^/i^nr not thoti to fnfte nn 

■ Alfii-ff tiiff if//>, fur (flirt n-fik-h »> conceiDeii in Kut i.'^ 

J/ofy Ohlef.''—Mult. ch. i. ^er. 20. 
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f orics of til 
• dfeams; about Josppt going into Egypt; abnut bjscninirig 
I oguin ; about this, anil abrjut tli^t, and rhlaRi'^r^ iii* dtoai 
I bus tlirowD Europe into a. dreani for more ihftn & thou^iuid 
years. AI! the cfforta tbat nature, reason, and cna£ci«ne« 
Lave made to awakcti mun from it, have been ascribed by 
pricatcraft and auperstition to the workings of the devil, and had 
it not been for the Amcnuan revolution, wbicb by establiebing 
the unit'ertat r>'jht ff vonirimirr^ first cvppnecl tbe way to frte 
discussion, and for tde Frcjich rovolal.ion whicli followed, this 
religion of drenina had continued to be preathed, and thit 
after it had ceased to be hrlievcd. Those who preached tC 
and did not believe it, still bcHcTt.'id the delusion neceesury. 
They wcro not bold coougb to be hoiiojtt, nor honest enough 
to bo hold. 

[Every mew religion, likfl a new piny, reqnireB a new sppa- 
ratuH of drcssea and machinery, to fit the new charactera "" 
creates. The story of Christ in ihe New Tefitaroent brings 
new being upon tlie stage, whieh il cnlla the Holy (iboft; and 
tbe atory of Abraliain, tlie fathe-r of the Jews, in the Old Tea- 
ta.Lue!it,. give^ existcnee tO' a dpw order of bciogs it calls Aa- 
gcla. — There was no IIolj (J-liosl hefor-e Ihn lime oY CJirist, 
Dor Atigels before the titne of Abrabam.— We tear tiolbing 
of ibeflc winged gentlcmion, till more llian two tboDsand yeara, 
according to the Bible chronology, fmrn tbe time they say the 
heavens, the earth, and all therein were made : — After this, they 
hop about ti3 thick && birda in a grove: — The first we beaj of 
paya his addresaea to Ilagar in tbe wilderness; then three 
them viait Sarah ; noolbEr wr^stleR a fall with Jacob ; 
tbcsc birda of passage baviog found their way to earth 
bauk, are continually eomtng and going. Tbey eat and driuk, 
aud up agiiin to heaven. — ■Hbot they do with the food tbey 
carry away, tbe Bible doca not tell us.— Perhaps th«y do aa 
the birda do. ***** • 

One would thinV that a eystem loaded wjlh such gross uicl 
Tulgar absurditifa aa scripture religbn is, could never have 
ohtuiucd credit; yet wc have fleen what priestcraft jiqJ fan^ 
ticEsin could do, and credulity beliere. ~ 

From ungeU in Ihc Old Tealamcnt, we. get to propbetfl, 

WJtcheff, to eeots of visioiii^, and drciiincrs of dreams, and«oi 

^^mes ire are (old_,aHin2 Saiii--«Wv.\x,.\ei:A3,\.W*.G(jd wl 
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pr? in tile ear — At rttlier Limes ■woarctifit loM Iiow tlie iuipnti 
las giTeu, or wbelhcr rikeping or waking — ^Tn 2 Smo. chap, 
[liv. vcr. 1 , it is saiJ, " And tiijttin ihr mnjar nf llie Lmril 
Bits kmciUd tifjaimi Isrtifl, titiil Ue mmwd Diirid ni/ninst iJum 
M^, Go ifiivthtr hi-ael oml JaJnh." — And in I Chr». 
Bliap. XXI. ver. 1, wlica ibe sutne stor^ is agwiu relutci], it ia 
■aid, "and Salan stood up a^aintt Israel, and moEtd Day 
to niimher Inrnd." 

WiieLbcr this wna daae sleeping or wafciiig, we are not toL, 
Tjut it aeeiiia ihnt DaviJ, wlioin iLey call "a mao uftcr Uod's 
own Lc:irt," iliil not know by wliat spirit hn was ijiovdl ; ai 

as to tiie meu called in.apireil poBinwn, tliuy agree so vmW a 

the Bialtcr, tha.t in oHc biwt tbej snj that it was God, and JQ 
the other that it was the Devil. 

The idea tha6 writers nf tlie Old Testament liad nf n Cud 

was boisteruuSj oouteiiiptiblcj and vulvar. — Tbcy make bini rho 

Mars of tbc Jews, the lighting Ood of Israel, tbe corijiirftijf 

God of their Prit-Bta iiud Prophets. — Tbcy tell us many fables 

of biiii uB the Greeka told of Hercul«3. * * « 

'Xhi^y imike tlicir G-n.l tn sny gxuliiugly, '' / wW. yet vie lion- 

)piur iif'iin J'Juirnoh, and nj>'i)t hia Hod, upoti his Clioriofs and 

vjwii hU Ihirftmnii.^' — Aijd that lie iMuy keep Uih word, they 

lake liiiii sut a Ir^ip in l\\v Red Suu, in tJiA iIclhI nf iho nigbt, 

3r ['hsiriLiib, his boi^t, ^lid his hor-ic-a^ nnd drown, ihi'^ui as a, rat- 

ulcbiT would do 50 H>:iny mt^ — Ui'CJi.thtmoiic indeed I tbe story 

Jiick the IJirilit-killer ia bettci- triMI 

Tbe-y pit liim agniiist ttii! Egyptian inagicia'n.'* to conjure 
rith bill! ; tbc throe lir&t osanys arc ii dead miileh— Each parly 
jrns hia rod inti> a scrpeiitj ^l^^) riviTs into blood, uud cruiiiea 
oga; bi:t U|>gii ihc fiuiah, the find nf tlm Israolitta obtains 
ae liiur<d, be ■urtvers tbtni all nvci' witb buu !- — Tbe Kyyptiau 
lagicifuis (;annut do the sauis, iiud i]i\a Luusy triumph pruulaiiua 
lie vidlnry I I 

Thry 111 like tliuir Grul to rain fire iinii linmstone upon Snidcini 
fltnl (Joiiiornib, «nd bi'luh lii'e and ^uiukb ufiuii >[>mnt Sinui, as 
if h« W"» Mm Pbil" ol" ibe Inwor regions. Tliey make biin 
salt up Lnl's wITl' like pickled pork ; tbey ni:ikc iuni pass Uko 
"Jbakspeiro'.-* Qii'.!fn QLib into tbc bmin of tlu->ir pricala, pro- 
iets, iitiJ propbtlCMOfl, mid tickle tb<?m into dreuitiH, and aftflr 
ltt][iflj^ biiu piay all kind of tricks, thcj wiu?i'\\u4. Niww'sX'^ 
iXan, mill Jtvivc cis at a loss to kuuw 'bIvu.I ^joi \)ftft'5 \B.'f4s&.'V 
12 J 



This is the doacripUve Gwl nf iUe OIil Testameiit ; Bud 
to the New, though the authuri of it liavo varjod th^e see' 
iej have continued the vulgarity- 
Is maQ ever to be the ilupu of pHcalcraft, the slave of snpi 
■tit ion ? Is lie DGvcr tf> have just ideas of hia Creator? 
is better not. lo beticve there is a God, iban to believe of Lim 
falsely. Wlien we behold tlie miglity universe that Burrounda 
us, atiJ dart our coutcmplatioii inl-o the eternity of space, 
filled with innumCTiible orbs, revolving Id Gternal hartuon}', 
how paltry mu^t the talcs of the Old iind New Testaments, 
profniiflly ii&llt'd the word of Go-d, appear Lo thowgttful man '. 
Tbe litupendoiis niadoDi, and un^niiig order, that r^ign and 
govern througbo'Ut this wondrous wbolsj and call us to reflee- 
tioo,prtl Iti shnmf the HiLle .'—T]ie God of eternity, and of all 
that is roa.1, is not the God of paaaiuz dreams, and shadows of 
man'3 imaginatioTi I The God of truth, is not the God of fable 
the belief of a Of>d begotten and a God cmcifiedj ia a Qi 

blasphemed ^It is making a profane use of reason.]* 

I shall cont'tude thia Es^ay on Dream with the two Brat 
veraes of tho 34iti chapter of Etjclcsiasticus, ooe of the buo 
of the Apocrypha. 

" TJie i'vpes of a man void 0/ nnd^ntandmg are vttin a 
/ahe : nnd (imtms Ji/f'i up f'mh — HAtwo reffarifcth dreams 
likt him thiit cidvhrUi at a sJtQifoio^ ami Jollowel/i aft& 
tcin4," 

I now proceed to nn GKaminntion of the pxasagf^s Id t 
Bible, called prnphedcs of the coiuing of Christ, and to show 
there arc no prophecies of any such person. That the piiss- 
ages clandestinely afylcd pn-phccies are not propheciea, a&d 
that they refer lo circumstances the Jewish nation, wb3 in at 
the time they were written or spoken, and not to any distant^ 
of future time or persooi 

*■ Mr. Taine must have been in n.n ill humouT trliQn be Wrote 
prtBsiige ecicliised in crotelicla : and. probably on raviening it, and ■ 
covering t-xcc^ptii^n^blE clnuacs, was icJueed in reject the whole, 
it itoe.4 not j^ppciLr in the edtliou published bj bimaelf. But having 
obtained the original in the hau J- writing of Mr, P. and deeming aemt_ 
nf the remarka worlliy of being prcatrfcif, I hato Ihmight prolier I 
restore the passage, niiL tfac vxccptinn of tbe olyectionnblo parti- 
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[Tins work was first puJ>lis}icd by Mr. Paine, *t Ne 
York, in 1807, ami wsta tlic lust of Ilia writ-inga edited by 
bimsclf. It. is evidently extracted from hi3 atiawer to the 
liisbop of Llandaff, or fioni Lis tliird part of the Age of 
Keasoa, both nf wbicL, it appears by hia will, be left v 
manusoript. Tbe rcrm, " The Bishop" otcura in this esarai 
nalioti sis limes, vfitbout designating what bishop \a incau 
Of all the replies to his EOiCOLLd part of the Age of IlciLsoo' 
that of biebop Watsoa wa^ th« qnlj qmj to wliiuh be paid par- 
ticuhr attentioD ; aad be is, no doubt, the pLTsoti h-ere alluded 
to. Bisbop's Watson's apologj for the Bjble hiid been pub- 
lished gome years bafore 3Ir, P. luft Frrtiica, and tlia lutter 
cotuposcd bis naswcr to it, and also his third part of the A, 
of Itcasoa, while in that country. 

Whtn Mr. Paine arrived in Amcriea, and f mad that libc 
opiniona ou ri'lij;ioH werii iu disrepute, ibmush the influetii 
of h_vpo>!risy and stipcrKtitinn, he di]clint;d piiblisJijjig (lie eatire 
of the w«rl(a ivbii;h lie lia^d prepared; observing tlitit "an 
ButhiT mt^ht Uiee the credit he hud i2i!f|uirQJ by wrilin» ttio 
mufh." lit; hnwcviT guvo to the pubiio the c:i inn in:) lion 
before U'l, in a piiuipbl^^t form, But the iipalby whit;h iippearod 
1o [irrtitil at that time in regard Id rylr);irius iuc^nU^iWV^ 
d^UirmliK'd him to di-fcciilinno llie yimViWavvwa '-'^ Vn's ^^Swio- 
l"^'ir,i; writiagi. la this cus«, tuU'iii"- ao\N '4V"''^^w^ ts*^ ^^^ 
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The passigta calleJ Propbecies of, Or concerning Je 
Glirist, hi ttio Old Testament, may be eld.8J)eii under tbe 
following heads: — 

First, tbrtsc referred to in the four books of tbe New Testa- 
mentj o-illed the four ETungelisla, Matthew, Mart, Luke, and 
John. 

Secondly, ihoae whif^h translators and commentators bare, 
of their own imaginatioia, erected into propheciufl, jnd dubbwi 
vjtl) thiit title ut tlte livad of the eeverul chapters of (he Old 
Teataaniiit. Of these it is scarcely worth while to wassle tiiup, 
ink, iiwd paper upon ; I shall therefore confine Tnjfidf chicflv 
In tbow referred to in the afurc.said four book* of ihe New 
Testament. If I ghow that these are not prophecies of the 
person called Jesua Christ, nor have referenee to any $uch 
person, it will be perfectly needless to eombat those whieh 
translatora or the (Jhnrch hare invented, and for which ihey 
tad no other authority than their own itnuginutio-D. 

I begin with the book called the Gospel according to St. 
Mat! hew. 

lo the first diap. vcr. IS, it is iaid, " Now the htrch 
Jm-us Chrial wnn on ikis Toise; tchea hh m'jttier Mary 
etpQUKtl to ,T'j»f2'K i^f/ore ikry came logdJtT, aiiE was vovi 
WITH CHILD BY TEIE HOLY <1H08T."— This ia going ft little 

too fast; bocausfl to njuke this verso agree with tho next 
ebould have e^id no more thau that s/re was/ouixi tpith rhU 
for the nest vero«j Bays, " Thm Jnsrph her husband 6<-i'nj 
Jusit man, mif/ aOl rciUiitt/ M nj.«Ac hrr a ^tiihfi'r ejrampir, wo* 
tnmt/cd to put hj^r iii^n^ prui'/i/." — Conswjuenily Jrt6<>ph hud 
found out no more than that ehc was with c-hild, and he knev 
it was not by himself, 

V. 20. " Ami u-hih he thmit/fd nf thrgp jhtfija (th»t ia, 
whether he should put her awuy privily, or make » public 
ezanipic of her), Mujil ihf Aiuid nf ihf. Lfinl vj>^ifnr*d to 
him IN' A PREAM (tbut h, Job(;ph ili'mmi'-ii that an uii^ii ap- 
peared uut« hii")i *".'/'"//i -/"wj'/j, tiwn vn u/ Davu!, Jmr 
not to iufte- tiHf'i fhci Muri/ ihi; vn/f, fir thitt lehi'Ji ts c/jjir ri'iW 
'J? A^f 13 of the Uvfjl C'Viost. A-iLii she thalt hrina j\irlh it 
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n., nnd tkuu. shaft fall his name Jesus j /ar he shall eavc A 
f.f iple /rrmi thrir siiui." 

Now, wHlioiit cntcrlTJg into any disciisBiQij nport tlie nicri 
or demerits of the acctniot- hore giveo, it is prypor ly observe, 
tlmt it bu9 Q'Q hig1i«r authorirj L(j:in tliut uf ji drGam j for it 
U tiupussible for a man to b<-IiolJ uci^'Cbin^ in a drtiani, l<ut 
fiiat wliich he dreams nf. I u^^k nolj tliercft>re, wlielher 
Joseph (it there was snch a ruan) had! such a drftani or oot; 
bccauae, ailmiltiog he hi»ci, tl proves uothing. St) wondef- 
fui Bod fatioiiiil is iHio fiieulty of the mind in dreams that it 
acta thR piirt of all the charaetera its imagination creatcH, and 
what It iLinks it ticarB from aoj of ihcm, ia no other than 
wliat the roving Ripidity of ita own ininginatinti inveuts. It 
is therefore □oLhin^ to me whnt Joseph dr<3aiacd of j whether 
of the fidelity or iiilidelity of liis wifu. — I pjiy no regard to 
my QWiJ dreams, atid I shoulJ ltd weuk Lu(]ec(j to put faith in 
tlie dreams of nnother. 

The verses tliat follow those I liuye quoted, are the Won 
of the writer of the hook of Matthew. "Now (says he), n, 
ifiin (that is all thi.-^ tfretililiDg and this pregnaafy) wax 'lo. 
tJiiil tl niyht be fiiljlUed tchieh was tpoken, of the Lord l^ t 
I'rophrt, mijinfjy 

" BeknUl a virghi shall he wifh chi/df and shall hi->r\g f^rth 
a ana, and the^ iJtaU caH hie nnma Emnuinuel, which being 
iitlcrytre/cd, is, (irjii with us.'* 

Ibia passage \a in Isaiah, cliap. vii. ver. 14, and the writer 
of the boi^k of Ma.Ubew endeavours to make liia reiiders helievQ 
that this passtige is a. prophecy of the person called Jesua 
Christ, It is no stict thing — and I go to show it ia not. But 
it is first necessary that I eisplaiii Ida occaaioil of tliCf^e "worda 
Wiag apoken by Isaiah;, the irader wiil then easily per<?eivo, 
that so far from ihcit being a prophecy of Jesus Christ, they 
Lave not the least referenc-c to sach a person, or anything that 
eonld bappcQ in the time that Christ is said to have lived — 
which was about aevcn hundred years after the time of Isaiah. 
The easa ia this: 

Oo tlie dualli of Solorann the Jewish untioB split into t 
DionareKics; one called the kingdom of Jndah, the enpiial o 
irhich VM Jeriisalem ; tho other the kingdom of Israel, tho 
onpitnl iif whitih was Samaria. The kiugjlom ot Jiia.4-\\j. VJ-- 
lowed tlio iiao of Ddvid, and llie k\Dg,ium cil "Wsd^ '*2a.^ 'sS^ 

^ ^- * ^m^^^ 
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Saul ; and lliesc two rival tuonarchica frcqunntly cameii] OQ 
ficKu wars ngiimat efteli otlier. 

At tL<; timfl Ah.iz v/aa king of Juiluh, which was in tlie 
amc of Ijtaiah, Ptfcab was king of Iprairl : and Pi>ku!i joinvd 
liimself to Rtzin, kiDg of Syila, to make war sg^jin^it Aliaa, 
Tiiiig of Judab; and theso twQ fcin^ warclicd a cntifi-derafi-d 
jind potvorful aroiy ngiiiust Jorusulem. Ahai and bis pL-upls 
beoaini; alarnieJ at this danger, and "their Iienrls lo'i* mvi,'tril 
as iKe Crecs of the waoit are moved tcitk llw icinii." Istiiah, 
chap. vii. -vfT. 3. 

In this jicriloTis sitaaLioB f>f thJTiga, Taainh ndflTcssed liira- 
eelf to Ahaz, and Besurca hiui, in the natiio of tho Lord (the 
catit phnse of all the prophets), that iha^e Iwo kings sltnuld 
not succeed agitia^t Uiiu ; and to a^gure him that thix Kht>uld 
be the case (the case was however dirccll^' owuirar^'*) tvWa 
Ahaz to ii.sk a sign of the Lord. Thi^ Abuz d^clincxl dt'iiig, 
giving aa a reason, thut he would not tempt the Lord : apuu 
which Isaiah, whi^ pretends tq he sent from God, says, 
14, " Therefore the Lord himself fihiill give yon a sign, if. 
a viiyiii shall conceive and bi'ar a iWi'H--^Biittcr and hoii 
shall hg eat, ihat he may kni)w to refuse ths evil and choose 
the good — For before the child shall know t-o refuse the etil 
Dtid choose the good, the luucl which thon abhorrcsL shall bo 
ft>rEak6a of both her kings" — raeamng the king of Israel and 
the king of tjyriii, who were marching ug^iliist uini. 

Kcre then is the sign, which was to he the birth of a child, 
and that child a sim; uud here also is the time lituitcd for the 
accoinpli^hnmnL t>f the fiigrir ctimely, before the child ehjuld 
koow to refuse the evil iiad eLoose the good. 

The thiog, therefore, tg ho a &ign of success to Ahaa laust 
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* Chran. fhap. xiviiL ctt. l*t AUna was twenty jtan nli] wli<-n b» 
'began tn reign, and Le reigned, aisleen yeni''* In JtTit&iUein, liac lie M 
sot tbut wlili^li wdLB H^Lt ia tb« Ei{[hl of Lbu Lorii. — 1 cr, o, Wbi 
fuTB the LurJ his God diilivereil liiin into tlie haod of (lie kiug uf Sri 
and tlicj HiuQle hiai, nud cnrrii^d atriij a great muttltitd? of ti| 
cnptiTe- and brouglit (iiem to DinnnKcus : niid he waa hUo deliffl 
into the hand uf the king of ImuvI. who tjoiute him with a 
alaugbter. 

Vtr. Q. Aa<I Tcltah (kin^ orisrne'l)) aii^v in Judbli an hundred mJ 
tirentf tliODat\tn\ in one dnj. — IVr. S. And tlie cliildrcn nf IsimI 
ontri'sii anny captive of tlieir tceiiivcB Wfl Unndreil tboa^uad womvO) 
Boas and : la ugij lers. 
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be something that wnu!d lake place befi^rc the event of iha 
tattle ibun piudiDg between him and the two tings could be 
]<DowD. A til in j^ to be a sigD moat precede the thing signifit 
The sign of rain umat be bt-t'ore ihu niiti. 

It nould hiiYQ been mocltt^ry and iasulting Donf^CDse fur 
Isaiab to httvo asi^ured Aiiuz as a tlgn that tjjefie two kinys 
fihouEdl Dot prevail ligsiDst him; thut el child lihould be bora 
saven hundred jeare after he was dead ; and thut before thfl 
child so born should kaow to refuse the evil and choose tl 
good, he, Ahas, should be delivered from the ilangec be 'vril 
then immediately threatened with. 

But the case is, that the child of which Tsaiah speaks wa 
hix oj/'n rJdld, -with which hit! wife or Lis mistress was then 
pregnutLt ; for he says in the next chapter, v. 3, " And J it. 
vnto mc /airfij'iil wilnetsKs lo rKcoriij Uriah tJic ^rkst, nrn 
ZacharCah the wb a/ Jehertvliah ; and I went itulo the pro 
jifieivss, and she conceived and bare a kou :" and be says 
ver. ly of the same chapter, " Behold I and the chiidrat loAf 
the Lturil hath rjioon me are for figni (i]td ftyr joo'iiders lit 
hfad." 

It may not be improper here to observe, that the word trans 
lated a vi'njin VI Iwuiah, does not signify a virgin in HcbreWj' 
but merely fi y^iui;/ Knvum, The tense also is fiilsified in the 
trauslutinii. Levi gives the Hebrew text of tbfl 14th ver. of 
tiie 7lh chiip. of Isaiah, and the translation in Knglish wJtli it 
— " Bihoid ii >/ou))'j iwniwK is wilk child and imrtlh a son." 
The osppcsaiun, says he, is in the present loiige. This triLUS- 
laLiun agrees with the other oireumatancea related of the birth 
of lbi» vhild, whiv'h wna to be a sign to Ahaz. But as the 
true translation could not huve beeu imposed upon the world 
a^ a jirupbuoy of a chtld to be born tieven huudred years after- 
wtird.'i, the (Jbristiiin translators have filseficd the ongiuaJ ; 
and instead fif making Isaiah tu say, bthold a.tfaung tcoman 
ifl with child aud heareth a son — tbcy umlce him to aay, behold 
a nitffin thnll ermccive and hear a son. It U however only 
ncwaeorj for a person to read Ibc 7th and 8th chapters of 
IvaJAb, and he wil! be convinced that the passage in questio 
if no pro]iht>ey of the person eallcd Jesua Christ. I pasa on 
tr... i..,>fin(l pasnago <)uo(ed from the Old Testament by 
I . a prophecy of Jesus: Chi'iftt. 

simp, n rer. I. " Now wlieu Jaaui^' 






nellileliem of Jiidali, in the 

tbtre cuQie wide men iVom tlic cast to Jt-'rusaleiii — '•'■lyjng-. 
Where is lie tliat is born king rjf ibe Juwg 5* Tor wo buve sei-ii 
liis slar in the east, and are ciinie tu worsiiip Lim. H'Len 
Kuroil, lliG liidg, heard ttiuae fliiiigs, he was traatjlwl, aod uU 
Jerusalem with bitn — and wlicn be bad gaLbered alt the cbi-pf 
priests and scrilics of tlie pto(.d« togcCbcr, he •JemsEkcled of 
ihctu -where Christ slioitid be horn — and tliCj said unto him, 
in Bcthlehetu, in the Iudd of Jndca; for thus it is trritleo by 
the prophet — ami Oiou R<:thlthetn, in (Sc land of Juilra, art 
ifiOM not the kast iimavif the Frlncpti 0/ JiitU--a,/or out o, 
ahall come a Gonenwr thai ghall rt/Ifi my people Zt, 
This piLSEftge is in Micah, chitji. v. vei, 2. 

I pass over the ahsiirdilj of seeing and following a' si 
the dajf-tlmcj as a innn would a Wilf mith the vri»p, op a caodle 
aod laotcrD at night ; and dso that of seeing it in the east, 
when themselves vaine from tbo casXj for couM such a ihing 
he seen at all tu strve Iheni for a guide, it mast be in the 
west to tbem. I confiae mjself aolety to the passage call^ a 
jjrrtpLecy of Jcaua Christ, 

Tbe book of Mieah, in the pftssage a'bove quoted, cha 
yet. "1, is i^puikiog of some person without uoeDiioDinie 
name, from whom some frrcat achieve in en ta were espectedj 
but tbe description he gived of t!iis person at the 5ih verae 
proves evidently that it is nf*t Jesus Chrial, for he says at tlie 
5tb ver. "and thU mnji shnll he the peace when the Assyrian 
shall come inti) oor land, and when be shall tread in <oi]r pa- 

Elacti!!, then Rhail we raisfl up aguin.'^t him (that is, against itie 
Asayriiins) seven shepherds and eight principal men. — vcrt^a 8. 
And the; shall wasiB ihe laud of Assyria with the swuj^l, and 
the kiid of Niinr»d on tbe entrance thereof; tbuj} shall 
(the person spnlcen of at line head of the second verse) del 
113 from ttie iiasjrian wben he cminetb into out land, And 
llC treadetb witbiii our hordera." 
Tbis is BO cvidi'ntlj descriptive of a military cbi«f, tl 
cannut he applied to Christ without outrD^iug the charaobtl 
they pretend ifl give us of him- BesiJcs whlti-h, the cireum- 
Btances of the tiiuea here spoken of, and those of tbe times in 
which Cfiri^t is aaid to have lived, are in contradiction to 

Iothet. li was the Komans, ai\4 iiq\. &a kta^iuns, thai 
ecaqaered and tcrre it* the. land \A 3\!.ic*,%^U(iA n^ 






paiarfs wb^ii Olirist was born, ond wlien be died, anii ao 
from bis driving them ont, tt was tbcy w!jo sigiiiid llie wi 
rant fur bis enwnliiin, Rdii be suffered under it. 

Havitig ihua sbiiWTi thiit tbia is no prophecy of Jeans Ctrii 
I p&Bs on to iha third passage i(uoled t'rotu the Old Testament 
by the New, as u prophecy of bim. 

TbiSj like the firet I have epoken of, is introduced bj a 
dream. Joseph dr^ameth auotiher dream, aod dreametb thait 
he eeetb naollu^r angel. Tbe acc-QUDt begins at the 13tb ver. 
of 2d cbnp. of M»Uhew, 

"Tbe angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph id a drea 
saying. Arise, aad take the yGiing child and his mother sni 
flee iij(« Egypt, aiid be thou there until I bring thee word: 
For Herod will ticek the Hfe of the ynyng child to destroy him. 
When be arose he toolt the young child and his mother by 
night and departed into Kgypt — and was there until tbe 
death of Hero<l> thiit it might be fultilled which was spo- 

f^en of the Lord by the prophet, saying, " Out of Egypt hax 
J cidieil rtiff son." 
This ptiasage is in the boolt of Hoaea, ehap. si. vcr. 1. The 
words are, " When Isriiel wns a ubild then 1 loved him and 
fwUrd mi/ mn out of Ejijpt — As they culled tbum, so they 
went from tbem, (lity sacrificed unto l^ualiin and burnt io- 
ceoee to graven images. ■" 
This p:is8age, falsely oallod a prophecy of Cbristj refcrB 
ibe children of Israel coming out of Egypt in the time of Fha. 
raoh, and to fhe idolalry they committed afterwards. To malte 
ii, npf>fy to Jcaus Christ, he must then be the person who 
MifnjU-c'T tiiiCo Jiitiiti'm and httmt incensfito (jranen images, 
fnr iKc peracm eulled out of iilgypt by tbe colleotive name, Is- 
rael, and the persons committing this idolatry, are the same 
pcrniiiiB, or the desuendatita of them, This llieu can be no 
prophecy of Jesus Ubriat, unless they are willing to make 
idolater of him. I pass on to the fourth passage called a pi 
pheey by tlic writer of t-bo book of Matlhow. 

This i" introdugeJ by a story, told by nobody but hitflHelf, 
ind scarcely believed by anybody, of the alaugbter of aXi t'. 
children nnder twft years old, by the eomniand of Herod, 
thing vrhioh it is not probable should be done by Herod, 
he ouly bflld an office uniler the Romaii oo'««iiBicut,>jaNtSxv^ 
BppcnJj catild nlwaja be Lad, as we see in l\ie ctae (A^*.> 



Ij2 EXAMnr. 

MatlLew, howPTer, Wvitig mnde or told his etory, aayn, 
cljap- ii. ver. 1" — '* Theo was fulfilled that wLlch was epokeu 
by Jeremy,, llae prophet, saying, — In, linmiik «a* thftr a 
Voice heart/, lamentation, Kcemnij, unit ^ertt mourning; 
Itiichticf it-evpimf /m' i«r chiWcii, and Vtoulti ttvt be com' 
/orled hei'itu/te tliey ivfre not." 

This pas^ugc id in Jcrembh, chap. ixsi. vcr. 15, aod this 
Tflrsc, -when sepanited frotn the verses before aad after it, and 
vhich explaina its npplicatian, tnight with equal propt-iet; be 
applied to flTiary case of ware, Biegcs^ and other violenwia, sath 
as the Uhriati&ns tlicmfelves have often daot to the Jqvis^ where 
niQth^rs have kmcoted the loss of their children. There is 
nothing ia iha verse taken singly that designates ar pointa oal 
any parliculsir application cf H, otherwise Ihsn it points to 
aome cirL'umstauces whioli, nt tliG time of writing it, bad 
alruady happened, and not to a thipg jet to happeo, for the 
ver&e Ls in the preter or pnst tetise. I go to explain the case, 
and show the application of ttc Tcree. 

Jeremifth lived in the time that NcbuchitdnezEar besieged, 
took, plundered, and dcBtroyed Jerusalem, and led the Jews 
captive to Babylon. He carried hia siolenoe against the Jews 
to every extreme. He slew the sons of king Zcdekiah before 
his face, he then put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and kept hiia 
ID prison (ill the day of hia death. 

It IB of thig tiine of Borrow end suFeriiig to the Hcva thnt 
JeremiaL ia ppcaliing. Their temple was defitroycd, their Innd 
desolated, tlitiir nutiou and govorutncnt entirely brazen up, 
aad themselves, in^n, women, and cUildren, carried into cap- 
tivity. Tliey had too many sorrows of their own, immediately 
before their eyts, to permit (hem, or any of their chiefs, to bo 
employing themaelves on thing!) that might, or might not, 
happen in the world seven hundred years afterwards. 

It ia, as already obfiervcd, of this time of sorrow and an 
ing to the J,ews that Jeremiah is speaking in the verse in q 
lion. In the two next verses, tlio 16th and ITth, \\c cm 
TOUTB to ctinaole the sufferera by giving thi!tn hopcSj and acci 
ing to thcfiishin-n of speaking in tlioaodays, aseuriineeo frtJin 
Lord, tliat their sutleriugs should have an end, and that U 
e?iilihat tlmalii vUtm t-ujuin (n fheir •.ticit luml. But I V-- 
the verses to Fpeak fn tliumsttWia, B.aJ the Old T«gt.ann:nt Vi 
testify againai tlie New. 




TDK fBtJPIIEC 

_ treminli, cbup. ixxi. ver. IG. — "Tbus E^itL ttie Tionl, 
voice vas liL-aril in Kaniali (it is ia tlie preier tcuRe) hniPiLtu 
ti'm au<l bitter wetipiog; Rachael waepiug fur Iier childroi 
bpcauw tlicy were not." 

Verse li5. — " Tbua Eaith (he Lord, refrain fliy roice fron 
■weeping, antl thine eyes, from tears; for tby wort shiill bti 
warded, suhh tbe Lord, «»</ TREr shall enmc ajain /rom 
lunrl of the. enrntj/." 

Verse 17. — " And tbero is bopc ia lliiue end, euUU the LmdJ 

that Chff rthiMrcn sktfU come. 0(/uni fc fh"ir (fiin hfinirr." 
Vty fflijit etranfje ignoraneo or iniprwitioii ii- ' I 

children of nbieb Jereiiiiiih apcakii, (iciiianin;^ 

ihe Jewish nuLinn, seripturallj' callod chi^'lrrn itj' 

Qot mere ioHiuts uador twrj years old,) nod wbonoij 

again from ibe Jand ■"■f tbtj enrmy, auJ notnG n( 

own borders, can uieau tlie >ch]!dri>ii lli:tt Mat| 

Herod to slaqghter? Could those rclnrii ■^^^\\\^ 
1 of tbe enemy, or bow tan tlie laud of tbe enemy 
I them ? Could tlw-y coitjc a^nin to their own hor 
I Leaven ! IToinr baa the world been iuiposod uj 
' ment-niakcr.'!, priestcraft, und pret<!n(leii prophj 

on to tbe fifth passage called a prophecy of 5>->\\i 
Thifi, like two of the former, is iutr- 

Joseph dreiiiu€d anotber dream, find drfinnn 

ffiil. And Jliittliew ia agaJQ the histurittii 

flie dreamer, If it wore asked bow Mm'l" ■■. 

JuHi^ph druuinf J. ncitbi^r the Itisbop n 

onawcT tbe inifstioa, Perliapn it wiim 

anUaot Joseph, tbuti^, Joseph drcaun^i I 

br&in, U3 tbey t«U ue Dittiie! drKiw • ■ 

"But be this as il tuny, I go on with iii>. 
Tbe account of this drciiiu iB in ^' ■ 

— "Cut ■wben Ifercnl was donj, I 

appeared iu a dream to Joseph iij i-ijjpt 

bike the young child aud lis mutber, ai 

Israel, for tbey ore dead which *oiij;Lt It 

Kud he arose Jitid took the youttt; tdiildj 

came into the lurid tjf J^ricI, But vi hxf 

laiis did rcij-n iu Jodea in llic room w^ 

wan iifniid to go liiiiher. Noluitliii, 

CiKJ iu tt 'drenm (itTO h anothur ditai 



the parta of Giililce; and lie cinie nnd 'IwL'li iii n fitj 
N'lifj'vdh, that ''l vii'jht h^ fiilj]ll'-il vrhirh trm x^xilc^Tt 
prophets — III- fh'iH Kr i-iiff'."/ <i .Vozrircirr." 

Here 13 good circunistnutiitl (ivirioncr', that Matllicw drc&ia- 
ed, fur ibere is no sm'Ti ptiss^nge in :i]l the Ol'l Tcstii ment : »: 
i iovitt'. tlte bishop auJ nil iLe pnesis in (.'liristeTHlLim, incl 
iDg tbosf of AinL-rica, to produce it. I pa^ od to the sutl 
passage, callcii a propLeej of Jesus Christ. 

I This, as Swifl says od anolber occasion, is iu'jijrA in Ittail 

and s}unt7fJer ; it need onlj td be ecen in order lO' be booted 

I as a forced and for-fetched piece of impositioTi. 

1 MiittLew, ctiap. iv. v. 12. "Noir wlien J«sus lienrd that 

John was cast into pmon, h(j dcparfod into Galilie — and Ictiv- 
ing Xuzirelb, he came and dwelt in Capornaum, which is iipoi 
the sea coast, in the liordtre of Zabcloo and NcphtLalim — T 

' it taigbt be ful&lkd which was spoken hy Esoias (l&uiidj) 
proplietf Eayinj;, The brml of Zahuhn and rhe land of At 
th'iUm, h<i ifie viit/ \>f On: etn, bryorid Jordan U'ilU''t 
the G'f^nfiit'i: — (hr pri-ii/f: irA (V/i mt /« ihtrknvM snic ijreat Hy, 
iiuif to t/iJ-m n'fistlt itut ill the rcjioii and ehadam tif ttra\ 
tiijht m Kjin'in/hiij upiin them" 

^^K I wttftdcr Mithhcw has not made tlie cris -cross-row, or 

^^Krist-cross-Tov: (I kn^w not how the priests spoil it) ioio 

^^^ophfcy. lie miglit us wtli have done this as cut out t\\t 
uneonoMtcd and itmlfi-cnpfive sentences from the place they 
stund in and duhhed theui with that title. 

The wiirdsj huVfL'verj are ia Isaiuh^ chap, ix. ver. 1, 2, u fol- 
W3 : — 

'^Nevertheless the diinnoas eIihII not be eucb a^ wus in 
vexation, frlen at the firi;t be lightly afflieled the itintt 

I Zffiiihin nii'i fhi^ Itiiuf if AfTj/hlali, and aftvnrnnl r^rW men 
ijriex-DHt!ij njffUt hrr Ly the wujf of the eta, beyond Jordan, 
Onlilc.n of ilit naliiiiis.'' 

All this relates, to Iwo circoin stances that bad already hi 
pencd, at llie time them? words in Isaiah wire written. T 
one, where tho land uf Zelmlon and Nephthali bad bci-n Iigh 
afflicted, auJ afifrw-ird* more grieroiiily by the itny of the d 
But observe, render, liow Matthew has fufsjfieiJ the text. 
logins his qaalnlion at a part «( the vnw wln'ri? lln're is not 

fli U3 a ctm\i\:\, and t\if-rAy cms iiff everything tha-t r*ln 
o first flffliclron. lit* tWii Vea-Jta qmX. uXWW i'sUms 
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n^ceeotid ».ffliction, aiiJ hy tbis menus Ivnvos uut ovfiryLliinE 

Ithftt mates tUe verse ink'l]ij|ib!f', and rLiiui^e^ iJ, tu a, seiiseleM 
skeblon of nnmca of towns. 
■ To briDg thia imposiLiounf JTatthew clearlj" nad imtnediat 
bttfore the cje of l£io reader. I will repeat the verao, and 
between croCuhels (bo words Le bus left out, aud put in Itali 
kbosfi he hae preserved. 
[Nevcrtbclusid tbe dinmegs sball not bo Rucb as was in 
Teiation wben at tbc first he ligKllj afflicttid] ike Inmi 
Zrliiton aird Ihc hwi "f NephltiuU, [and did ufterwnrdB iiit 
grievnusly afflict Iht] hi/ the Kfitf uf Utt W(^ ifc^tmd Jordan ' 
^^^Gafilrr 11/ thf -nili'iri*. 

^^b "What gross tiiip'^j^iiinn ia it tii gnt, ns tiie phrnse is, a verse 
pKn tliis manner, rcnilep it perfectly stUficlcsa, siod ihea puff 
off oil acrcduLoiiaworld as a prophi^cj. I procood to the n 
vcrst!. 

ViT, 2. " Tbe penple thjit, walked id dmknr?B have seen 
cat li^bt ; tUcj tliat dwell in llnj lattJ uf the ifliadiiw of dca' 
pnn lUcm li»lb tbi; ligbt whined." AH ibiid ii bislorical, ai 
lot In th*i least propbeticul. Tbc wbnle is in the prcter Lcii 
GpQuka of tbiuga ibat htid hem m'cnmpltnlu-d al tbc time t 
urds wiTC writtei], aud not of tbiugs to bu accorapliBb 
lerwards. 

As tlicu the passage i.-s in no possiblo souse propbetical, m 
Kndud (u be so, oiid tbiil tn utli^uipt to luiikc it so, is 
tinly to fulsifj tbeurigiuiil, but toci>iviiuit a. cntrunul iiupn^ition; 
It is iiialttT of no concern to 11=5, olbcrwisQ thau as curiosity, 
to ktiKW who tile peoplo were of wbitb tbc pnssagc spcaka, 
(but Hut. ill darkness, uod wbut tbe llj^bc was that bud bbineJ 
ii]>>iiti tlii-'ii). 

If wc loi'k into the preceding cbapter, ibe 8lb, of wLicb 

c yib ig rya\y n ecintiDaiitji.'n, wo ebaii liod tbe writer gpsak- 

g, at tbe IDlb verae, of "witches and irrivtiv/s vh'j JJC'p 

lout and vniffrr," nrid nf pcnpio wbo. made applicatioa to 

iciu; :ii|ij iict picncboii mill !>xbiirts LliL'iii ugidnat this darksome 

ittii'C It is of t!iis penple, nud of tbiis dnrksonie pructi 

Widkijxj in tlarKifn^, lliiit he iei Epeiiking tit tlm 2d vcrfte 

' I)tb I'liiipfer; and wiUi rc»pect to ihe liijht thai hod ihiju'd 

ujKiit i!"-7n, it n-fiTs eiitiriilj/ 10 lila uvja uuw^U'g , 'wiA \^ 

boldtJPH* »/' Jr, wJiii-b opji'iaed itsc\? ly^VA^iS. Oi.t 'wi^i 

'if ittzinih trh'f p^i-pM (ibtfut initl iimttcTcii. 
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Isaiab is, upnti the wliole, a wild di^ioriliHy writci*, prcserri 
io gcheriil lit) clear chain rA' ptfrecf>tii.n in iho tirraiigeiuent 
liis ideas, and cnnsLY|UL'iit.]y producing tta defined conci (isioi 
from them. It \a tin; wlKIneas of his Btyle, ihc uoufHeion 
Ills ideiiR, aud ibiB ntuliog metuphora 1ig employ's, that hi 
afforded so many opporluutUes to pricetcmft iu some cu£ 
and to Bupftr^titiou in others, to impose those defucts up 
tbe world as prophecies of J«£U3 ChrUt, Findiog no din 
lueaiiiDg la tbem, and sot kuowioj; what to make of tbetu^ 
Md supposing at the same lime tfaey were lulended to haTB a 
iii€!iii«ag, tliey supplied the defect by iavejiting a meaning of 
tSieir own, and caliiid it hia. I ha.ve, koWevcr^ in Lbis pi 
doncTsaijih the justice to reacui; hiui from the claws of Matthc 
who has torn him unincrci fully to pieces ; nnd from the impi 
aition or ignorance of priests and comroeDtatorB, by lotting 
Isaiub speuik for himself. 






If the ■words tca[f!iittj m darhaess, and light breaking u^H 



could in aoy case be ap|>liiKl prnpheticailyr which tbuy cnnno 
bo, they would better upply to the tiLiie» wa now Hyo in tbau 
to any other. The woi'ld h:ia " wufki:i{ in tiarkn''f*" for 
eight«eu hundred years, hotb as to religion uud gov«rumeni, 
and it is only sinca the American Kt^vnlutiuii began Ih^t lijj 
baa brok^b in. The belief of one Gocf, ■whose xtlributcs n 
revealed to us in lliO took of scripture of the oreation, -which 
no human hatid ean counLerfcit or fulsify, and not iti tb« 
written or printed Look whiuh, as Matrhcw has shown, cnn 
altered or falsified by tgnoniucc or dvi^iga, ia now making i 
way among us ; and as ta government, tJi'i fijhi in alrmii^ go 
foTlk, and whibt uiun ouglit ta bu careful Dot tu be blindi 
Dj tUo eseess of it, as at u, cerlaiii time iu Frawco, whcu eve 
thing was llohefpii.Troini violence, tliey ought to rcvcruu 
and even to ailorc li, wilh all thi; firmnees ^nd perssTeranca 
that true wiadocu can inspire, 

I pass OD to the seventh passage, calli^d a prophecy of Jesus 
CLriBt. 
I Matthew, ebnp. viii. ver. 16. "When the evpoing 

csomG, they hruughtunto him (Jesus) many that were pcisses; 
with devils, and he eust out the spirit with bis word, find ho. 
cd lill that wcFQ sick. — That it might bu fulfiUfd wbii-b 

£'iea by Esulas (laaiah) Iba ■pTO^\iQ^, su.'^W't, Itiwse//" /, 
^"Jirmities^ and bare our 8tukneBai:9." 
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■ This aEFair of prnple bo:n^ pnaaesseii by iIqflIs, and of cast- 
Hllg th-i^lii «ul, wiia tlie fuble wf tbfl day when l!i« boots of the 

New Tiistnmtnt were wriitco. It ifiail not esistcnce at ajiy 
olhLT time. The Ijotilia of tbe Old Tcsf aiucnt mention no sueL 
Cihing; llie penplo of llit; present day know of no such thing j 
kor dues the histor_y ot" any peuple or eouutry speak of such a 
nbiiig. It starts uptm m9 all nt nnec in the book of Matthew, 
mad 19 aUag(>l.hcr an iuvention of tbo New Testuuient-tnakers 
niid the Obristiaa (.'hurcb. - The book of Matthew is tba first 
Riar>k wiiere the word Pfvil is meotioced,* We read in sdedq 
mif thQ books of the Old Testament of things called familja^r 
Bpirita, the supposed oorapaniona of pcopEa caHcd witches and 
iwizBrda. It was no other than the trick of pretended tonju- 
Irorg to obtain money from credulom and ignorftnt people, or 
She fahricatcd charge of BuperatitiouB mdigoanoy agninst un- 
IrDrtuiiule and deerepld old a^e. 

I But the idea of a familiar spiriit, if we can affix any idea to 
■the term, \a exceedingly dijfi^rcut to that of hoiug possessed 
by n devil, la the one cass, the supposed familiar spirit ia a 
^ext«roafi ageut, tbut ouies and goes and docs as he is bidden : 
Kb the other, he i-i ti turbuleat roaripg rooqster, that tears and 
Bortures the body into convuEaiona. Reader, whoever thou art, 
(put thy trust in thy Creator, make hue of the reason he cndow- 
' dd thee with, and fast from thee ^11 such fiibles. 1 

The pngaage alluded to bj Matthew, for as a quotation it ia 
t&lsc, is in Isaiah, chaji. luL, v. 4, whicli is aa follows: 

■ " Snrely he (the person of whom Isaiah ia Bpcaking of) 
Ba/A liuriic. OTir griefs and rainicd our Borrows." It ia in the 
preter tense. 

t Here is nothing about casting out devils, nor curiitg of 
P^eknesses. The j^assagc, therefore, so far frora hejng a pro- 
phecy of Christ, is not even applicable as a einiumatauce. 

Isaiuh, (ir at l«iist the writer of the book that bears his 
name, employs the whole of this ehapter, the &3d, id tamcnting 
the Buifcringa of sonio deeeaced persona, of whom be speaks 
very pathelitfoUy. It is a. monody on the death of a friend; 
Irat he iDontiond not the name of the pcrsnn, nor give* any cir- 
■umstHnco of him by which he oan bu perrionally known ; and 
It la \h\s sik-uce, whiuh is evidence of noUiiii^, that Mik^^.V 



* Tie nvrJ Jtvil ia r, persqnifnittli.QTi o^ 'iikft uwit twX. 



^itL the 11II1I1C 

clnt^l's "f iIk^ •lo'Vi'.*, wIkuh.' snri'nws were ihcn yfiit, nud (he 
liiiics llh-y ItVC'i ih hiw witli J;l!ijkcp, WOlii lii'ver Miiiikiiij; iibout 
their nwn ofiiiira, nror the (mc vi iJictr fiivn fiii^inlji, l;nit w«ie 
eutitinuTiHj' niuiiin;^ ii vihl ^-n^so cIiilik.' into futiirity, 

Tu cuiiko a iiiniimJy into a \>ir\yU\:L-y is »n iilisurdity. T 
cbiiriiftc^i'!^ iiinJ t; i It: u III.'! fauces uf iiitn, even in ditruroul- ages 
ihi). worlii, are ?n iiineli aliltc, tliut what is euid vt' one mi 
Willi propriety be wiid nf itiany ; liut diia HEnvss docs ntil tii 
ttiii |i!(!tsago iiifn m prujjlivcy; ti.nA uonu b\il. im impustur or 
bijjot wnuM cull it sr>. 

Ii^ninh, in doijIoriTig ibo hai'il fjte miJ \<>ss of bis fricoi 
Tnantinns tiolliing uf hitu. but wbiit itift luitiifni bit of nmn 
fiubjcsct t'3. All ibe ciL^a lie atates nf him, his pcrsceiitvfjni 
hia iiiipria'ifitncrit, his [>atietn!e in Bijffi-'riiig, uiid hirf pcrsc 
rutii'o in priiieiple, are all within tba lino of iisitiare; th 
b^bmg estJiisivi^ly (,o nmic. and may wUh jualrii."33 be sai 
of many, lliil it' Jasits ('hrint wa3 tbe porsou the cbu 
ropruai'dts him to be, (hat whiuli would exclusively apply 
LiLu, nmst b(j siimoHung that c*iuld not a|'plj to any otb 
persoij; , (jonjisthitjg boyynd tbe line of nature; EoiiictLing 
bcynnd tbe lut ol' niorliil man; and there are no sneh espn 
BiODS in this cbapter, nor any otbcr cbapter iu the Old Te»l 
Tucnt. 

It is no csclusive description to say of o. pcraoD, as is 
of tliQ peraoii Isaiiib is liiiiicntitig in Ibis chapter, " He 
fippre^'d, aiul he. wha ajfltetr^'l, ynt Afl oprtieil tiot ktx ntoitt 
he is broiufht as a Innib t<i the KtiiiiJjFtlcr, and as a fJtrcp Itr* 
Jhre hi'n ghft.n'rn it liiimli, no he. opauil not hix mtttttk." Thia 
miiy be eaid of tlmuniiuds of pcratma, who have fiuffurod o: 
prgssioiis nad unjimt d'.'alh with patioacc, silviici/, luid pci-f^ 
resignation. 

trrotliis, whom tbi? biaLnp esteems & must learned inno, a 
wbo ccrfuinly w.is so, snp-pnscd that the person of wli 
Isdiuii is spi;jikini;, is Jeri'iiiiuh. Gmtiua is b'd into I 
opininn, from the ajjrccinent there ia between the descripti 
given bv Isjiiiib, nnJ (ho eiise of .Terciniiih, as fi1«lwl in t 
book that bt'iirs kk niiiui?. IfJiTuiiiIali was an ihiiiKtcut inn 
ffloJ li'it n traitor in the itittTeHt nf Nebuch.tdti.eaz»r( wU 
•Jfirusalvm vrus bmjiegoJ, liia case was tarJ ; he was ace 
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by bis cnuiitrymen, wnsperscciitofl, r-pjircs^oJf and frnprkoneaj 
and he saya of bimsi^lf (see Jerotnikih, cluiptcr ii. ver 10), 
'* Bui. (13 J'f>r mf, / lOrtJt like a lamb nr an 0£ that is biaiiffht 
ta the slav.'jhtrr." 

I itlinulj bo IiLclinBd tn the same (ipiiiiL>n witb Orotiuf, bad 
Isuiuh lived at tbc titiic wlion JwoTrtinli umJorwi-'Tit tbo cruel- 
tics of which lie Bpcu.ka ; but IsLiliiIi diuti ubk'Ut fifty ye^irs h^- 
fi.iro ; and it is of a P'prsoi) ""'f big dwu time, nbose cafie Isaiaii 
ia liinioiiting iu the cliiipler il (|ue.slii]n, and wbieli imposition 
ant) bigotry, more than, seven bu.in]rcJ jcura iiftcrwunls, p-er- 
rerfed into » prophecy nf a. person they call Jeans Clinst. 

I pass on to the eighth pas&a^e e-alJL;(l u propliccy of Jei 
Christ. 

MuLthew, cli:(p. xii., ver. It. " Tlion tlm phurlsces wi 
put miJ Li^ld a council against biiii, how ihcy lui^lit de^tro'y 
liiiu^but wheu J«sua know it hu wiilidrrw hiiuitclf; and 
great DuiiibEirs fuUowed bioi, aad Le liciiLed them all— und ha 
cbargcil tbeui tLiit tbcy sliould Di.>t oiuky dim known : That it 
mi^rlit be fulfilled wbicb wait »pokeu by lSaai:LS (^Isalab) tha 
propbet, Baying, 

"ItchwliI ray servant wboni I hnva olioaen : ffly beloved in 
wboEb iny souI ia well plcasnl ; I will put my spirit upon 
Lim, and he sbali show judgment to tlic; Gontilca — he etiaU 
not atrii-o nor liry, uclrbur sbtill imy muii hoar hia vniee in tho 
Btrcota — a bruisod retid i^httll iiB U"t bniak, and t^mokidg flas 
fiball he not quench, till ho aeaila fjrth judgment unto vioti 
— au'l in hlt< naiua shall tho Gjiitiltis IriiHt,"' 

In thii &rat place, thii- psisage hiitb uut tbo leiLst relation 
ibe purpnsfl ibr which it \« quri(cd. 

Matthew a:)ys, ihiit the l*himsOT3 htlil ^ council RgiLinst 
J cans to dcslroy Uiiu — that Jfsua withdraw himself — that 

fi-eat niimbcrs rullowoJ Siiiw — that he hi'alcd them — and that 
f chfLrgcd ihoui ihey ali^uhl not tiiiilce him known, 
liut (btf pas;5agC! Multhitw haa quitted aa hein;; fulfilled bj 
ihcjiu circuittfltaiircR, doi}3 not so niuuh as apply to any one of 
Ibeiu. Il hii3 Hi>lliiii^ to do wilh the I-'hariseca hnliling a 
council t.i iIiT-iriruy Ottsu.-^— with Ins withdnwing himsolf — wilb 
great iitinihtTa fnUuwiii^ biiu— ivith his healing them — 
with hia ohnrging thtui not to maka him kmiwn. 

The purpug^ for which the passage \a f^ia\,c&^ mA 
J3* 
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parts of llie TcslaiuiMit, was {inniinual!^ lunving fnun plac 
place lo avoid bciug nppre-litndiiJ.* 

But i( is imtii-atcri^l to us, ut tliis ilisbinci! ■<■>( liiup, tn knf 
■wbo iLe [>ersoii wiis : iL is aiilfitit^Jit. to llu! pnrpose I nm upoD^ 
tbfit nf dclccfing frauj and fsilsehood, to know ■who it was 
and to fihow it was not llie person calli?cl Jesus, Christ. 

* In the flf Cobii \iHTt cf Ihe Atfe of Ifenxan, I hnve sbtUfn ttfit the 
boolc n^tcrihsd to l^iinh is not oulj miscL'lliiiieoiis as lo mutter, bnt as 
lo aiithorsliip ; (Lat tLuro nre [ini'ts in it which coulil not ha wrilten 
l>j Ittaiiiilii, bct^nuse tli^'y sipcuk oi tilings one liuiL<lr('>l n,ti(] fifty yeitrs 
oftcr Lo w/is i^c-iiii- Tlie iostiinee 1 Iitivc t''*"" •''^ 'li's. i" 'lif' work, 
orirru spoil lis witlj tbo subjfct I mil >tj>ini, aC Ua^t a liltle bflUr than 
Ji'iUhriii'n iplrtiii'K'fii'ii anil Hit i/ri-ilirfinn. 

IhiLinh livi;i.l, die letter pitrl uf liis^ lli'c. in llie lime of Ileickiah, Bud 
it wns aljdut 0D6 hiinjJred antl fitly years, from the ilfiilli of Ilcaeiinh 
to llie firbt jciir of Ibe reign of Cyms, wlien. Cyrii!; piiblisbeJ a pfij- 
elnmntiriii, ivIiicL is given in tlie Srsl. dinpltr of tlie book of Eira, tor 
the return t>l' llie Jews to Jenisnleni, H <:nntnvt be dowhted, at least 
it imght ftflt tn be JoutiTftfi, tlirtt the Ji^ws wnulJ fed &□ (iBcptionate 
pmtiliiile for Ihis act of licnevoltrit jnatici", and it ia iiiiluml they 
>rouId pxprvi^s tbn.t griilitnilc !d ilii? cuBtciuiuTy style, bumbjt^ticnl ntid 
byp^rbutlciil 11:3 it nuii. nbicli lliL'y asad ou eKtriioi'ilinnry ocon^iouB, 
h\id whicti WHS, nntl siiil ia in practice with all the enstern Tiatiotifi. 

The instanue to which I refer, aail which ia Ri^en in the setiond 
pnrt of iba Aj^'^ of Hoasoii, is the Jast verse of tii* 44lh cbnpter, and 
IEjc bc^intiinii of the 4^th — in tlieee worJa: " Tftirl sailh of Cj/rui, hi 
it ra]/ »^i-jjlurJ, ttiiii sl'iiil pitr/tirm iilt fitff iiUa»ui-f : rPrri tayiii'J Id Jerjl- 
I'llrm, tliitii nliiitt lie htiilt, rin.l tsi tlir Tctuph, (f'f/ ffMinthilioii i^hnl! '"' f'ln/. 
J'Ai« tailk ll" Liril til Ilk iini)ia!s'!, Co Ci/rtta. ii'h</ee riifhl hiinii I liaes 
hvliltn ia tiitiue niUwnit te/are Mm ; and I wi!.l loasu lite toiiii af kingi. 
In nfrn hrjntc hiiit Ihe lK-o-lf«vtd giilfs, and ihe gukt thoU not be s/iuL" 

Thin coinpliiiieutiirj Hd[Sre!«» is :a tlie prvseiit U'lise. wliich ^bilwa 
tliut (he ttirri(!.'s uf wliitl it fpents wiru ia osistcnce at the time of 
writing: it; uwl cjiiseriueully, ihiLt the antbor must hiive been Kt 
iL-ast uiiP liunilrfJ nlnl fifty ypiirs later tlmn lsaiii]i, nud Ibiit tbu boolc 
n' hi it'll brni^ bifi nnniE' 1:1 a ciiinpji!n.titiii. Tlve ProverbH cnl1e<l fjnloiniiii'a, 
mill the l'*alins cnlled. U'svid',*. are (>f tlie siiiBc kind. Tlie two lost 
cersea of tin; second Ijoolt of Chron'mlfis, und tliB thrBO firat versea of 
the fii'sl tfhiipterof tim, nro word for word the swue: which .'bow 
tbnt llie cunifiilers of the ISibl^ iiii&eii thi^ writings >of (tifi'er^iLt iiiithors 
logeiLiir, tiiid put tlit'iB uikIit some comni'Uti heiid. 

j\i we huTC here an instance in tiie Hvh ftiitJ I5lij lohnptfrairf the 
inlrudurliijii of the nniD^ of V'jtus into n. buuk (n which tt cminot 
bflunil, it nlForils ftnod groutid to oondiidci, iLut the pasange iji thft 
42<1 chopwr. in wGicLi iho chafBotcr of Cyrus is gi^en witliout hia 
■ino, liiu beca introduced in like muikQcr, tuiil i,W^ V^:i% ^i:V)i^'4aK^ 
I of i> Oruj. 




L 



I paM on to the ninth pasgu^" calind u prophecy of 
riiri-t. 

.\ritlLii-'w, cbaj). xii. v, i. " Aii'l when Uiniydruw nl 
unto .luruwiU'iu, nciii wer« cortie in Iti.'tbpiig<', utito the nioil 
uf Olives, tben Jtjsios sent fwo of hi& .tiscipl«s, aaying aoi 
llh-m, lit! iTil'i tlie sillaiic orer ag:iiRst you, and 8tr:iightway ya 
ehiill tiiiil ;in :H» tloJ, Utid U Ci^>]C witli Ler, Iiicihq tb«iu und 
brinjj them unto uii; — and if any mitn say auglit tn jnu, ye 
slinll »»y, iht: Lord hath need of them, and straightway bit 
will semi theiti, 

"AH iliia wiL3 <3one thnt it mifrlit he fttirtlltd wbioh 
tpulccii liy iHi) pp'iphvt, wiyinfT, Tt'l/ yi: tlte liitujhii-r <>/ SlA 
ii'-h'ih} iht/ kini/ '■injfth iiiil'f fffi'f meek, ami Biltini/ dh nn 
UHii II flit thi: fu'il iif 'I II II*!,." 

Pnor ;iss I iut it bu suiiie umisolatinn amidst all ihy su( 
ings, tbat if (lie lie!*tl»en wnrlJ crt-ctcd a bear into a coostel 
tioii, the Chi'ialiiiu world Ims elevatoJ tbee iudj a pri>pb<?cyJ 

Tbif pi^iHsage is in Zi'duirfrd], tbup. \x. vcr. 9, auJ is 
of ilu:- wbiiiis nf fnend Zechai-Iah to cnogratuluto \i'u cimnt 
inni, wLin were then returning from ciiptivity in Huhj^Ion, 
himself wJtli l.hoin, to Jcrus^leiu. It has no ctmi*TQ with 
»[iy other suhjcet., It is atniti^ie tbnt apostk?, pFJcstSt ^'"'^ 
cniiiTii^ntalnrR. Jiuver pprinit, or iu'vur suppose, the JfTwa to bo 
speaking of tbcir f>wn uffairs. Kverylbing in the Jt^wish books 
is porvi?rU'd iiud di^lortcd into mcaniD^^i never intended by 
the writora. liven the pnor iiss must imt bs u Jew-ass but ft 
Cbristiiiu-usB. I wmrnAT tln'j did nol umkcLUi upuwllo of him, 
or a hisliop, or at luast luafee him spe^k ftltd proptie.=y, lit' 
could hiive lifEud up bis voice ii.-i loud as a»y of tlieiu. 

Keehiii'iiih, in (be first chapter of liijf hook, Endiilgps biDisclf 
in severul wbinis on tbc jny of freitJTi}! burk to Jeru«ileni. 
He snys at ibc Sth vcrac, '" I saw by iiiijht (Kccbarinii was a 
sharp-sigh t-eii seer), iitid bcliuld a tinn silting on a mt huri" 
(yes, render, a rnf li'tffr), and bo Kinod siiiniij,' the luyrtte 
troea tliat werc-iu iht: hiilfofci, and hLbiiid hint wurc mi horv.t 
tpedcli'M onU whitf." Hu siiys nothing about grrcii honr';, 
nor blut; horsw, perhiips boi'svus;; il irt difficult to disiiiigiiirl) 
greoD from bluy hy nigbl, but u Chriiitiaii wm buve tin doubt 
Ihcv irere llniiu, heiiiusL' ^' fnith is {hi Lpiiivna of lltini/t not 
seen. " 
Zechariuli tht'a jiilryduKS uu a.ugjA iwa(jTi>;,V\'& Am«hm, 




not tetl ns wJ^iit colour tbe augcl W113 gf, wbelbcr blarJ 
^^^ te, no^r whi^ther he Came to huy horseaj or only io l&ok 
at Ihem as curiositit'g, for eerlaiol^ tliej were of tiiat kind. 
Be thia however, as it may, he enters into convor^ation with 
this angel, on tho jojfu! affair of getting badr to Jcmsakru, 
and h^ Baith at the 10th verse, " Therefore, thtia enith the 
Lord. I am Tduritnl to JcrusaJem witli mcrflits; my houafl 
shall \}Q built in it, salth thB Lord of hosts, and a line shall be 
Btretclicd forth upon Jocusalem." Ad exptesaion Bignifyiag 
the rcbuildiag the city. 

Alt this, whimsicJil and imaginary as it is, sufficiently proves 
Uiat it w^a the entry of the Juwa into Jorusaleug from cap- 
tivity, and not tbe entry of JesUa Chriat aeven hundred, years 
afterwards, that is tbe subgcct upon which Zechai-iab a always 
epeakiDg. 

Aa to tho cxprcsaion of riding npon an ass, which com- 
mcntatora rcpr^^aent aa a sign of humility iu Jesua Christ, tho 
case isj ho Dcver was so well mounted bot'nre. The asaes of 
those countries arc large and welE-propartioned,, und were 
anciently the cbiaf of riding auimala. Their bcaata of burden, 
and which served also fur the coaveyaace of the poor, were 
camebi and drom^arics- We read in Judges, cbiip. s. ver. 
4, that " Jair (ode of the Judgea of larael) had thirty sous 
that rodo on thirty ojts-^oUs, and they had thirty cities.^' But 
fommentators distort everything. 

There is besides V«ty reasonable grounds tO cOHclado that 
this story of Jesus riding puhticly into Jctusiitem, accompanied, 
as it \i said at tbe 8th and 0th Terses, by a great multitude, 
Bhouting and rejoicing, and spreading their garments by the 
way, ia altogether a story deatilute of truth. 

In the last puB^agij called a prophecy thnt I icxaniiaed, Jesus 
is represented as withdrawing, th&t \s, runuiiLg away, and cou- 
OTnlirg bimself for f^ar qf b&ing apprebondcd, and charging 
|,he people that were with him not to uiuke him Jcnowo, No 
new circumstance had arisen iit the interim to change bis con- 
idition for the better; yet here be is rcpresynted as making his 
iliblic entry into the saine city froni which lie bad fled for 

etj. The two cases contradict each other so mueb, that if 
arc not false, one of them at least can acareoly be true. 
\y own part, I do not believB ibeiB \b one 'flo\4. 'a'i V\tN«^ 
tratb la tho wboJe book> 1 look Aj'^oaW.sA.'^'i^'^^*'' 
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TOinancO ; U»e principal persiniign of ivlitcli ia nn imnpillHr^ qP 

nliifgnricul character f'ouisd'ei! '\i\\on sO«i<y Itilc, ntnl ill wltioli thu 
nifiriil is III TUimj fiatla f^oorJ, atiJ the iinrrutii'c ]'i:irt tuh 
bmily ntifi Ijluiidoriogly writt';n. H 

r I pasa on to tho lout-h piBsago ciiHcJ n prophi-tiy nf Jc^| 
Bhrist. H 

Matthew, ehap. %x\]. vcr. 51. "And lieliold onn of tliicff 
whioli was willi Jesus (meaning Peter) slri^U-hed oui hU \\nnA, 
and Jrew hia sword, nod BtruL'k a servtiiit of tin; lii^li priest, 
and smnte off iiia ear, TLl'D said Jusiis untti liiui, I'ut up 
a^ain tiij sword into its plnce, for all Uiejr tbitl t:ikc (be Ewoifl 
Bhiill perish wiih tbc sword. Tliitifcest tIiou tbiit I cbd^I 
now pray (o rny Fjither, and be ^hall pres-Rntlj give uie QUiTc 
tlian twelve IcgionB of angels? But liuw lln^cn pLuII ttiq 
Bcripturea be fulfilled tbat thus it must be? In that sainn 
Lour Jgsub paid (o the nmltitiidcs, Arc ye cmnc out 33 aixaimt 

tliiof, with sWi.>rd!+ mid with slaves fur to tide me? I ml 

\]y with ynu tent-Ling in rbc temple, anj yn hiid no hidd on 

e. But. ull this wua dana that the Ecripturcs uf the prophcU 
ight be fulfilled." 

Thifi loran iind gcneriil manner <if speaking, ndmila nciilitT 
of doteclion nnp of proof. Here is no quntation given, tiiir 
the name nf a^uy Bible uutlior mentioned, ru which rtfcrenev 
can he h^irl. 

There are, however, some high iniprubabilitice Ugniniit tW 
truth of Ibo flcwuot. 

First — It is not probable tliAt (be Jews, who were then a 
conquered people, and under subjection to the Bouiuns, should 
be periuittud lo wear Swnrda. 

Scconillj— If Pcttr had iittiicked the servant of (he high 

lost and cut. off hi3 ear, he would btivc bt;en inirnedialtlj 
luken u[) by the guird that tuc^k up his inuster, and sent to 
prUon wilh him. 

Thirdly — What sort of diacipks snd preaching spostlcs 
mast UiOBO of Christ have been thii(. wore swnrda? 

Fourthly — This Pi:cno is rpprescntcJ to have tnin-n jdarp 
the same GvoQirig of what in called the Lord's Supper, whiHi 
iDiikeB, according! to the eereiaony of it^ tho inconEisteDcjr v( 
wearing swords the greater. 
fpaes on to the cleveuth passage called a prophecy of Jesai 
[/"/si. 
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Matilicw, elinp, xtvii, vor. 3. "Tlien Jiiiliifl, which \ia<i 

Iraym) liirtj, when lie saw llint h^^ wiis oiii'li-uKniI, roinutiil 

imst'lf, Htnl broiiglit Bg^iin tlio (liir'Ij; j-iici^wt. of silver to dm 

cltkf priests mid clilers, sisyiug, I Imvt! BiuriLil hi ijiat I Imve 

trajuJ the innocent blcKJil. And ihcj FuitJ, AVliiit is ItiuL to 

? sof thou to tliul, And be tost dciwn tin- pii-^q? of silwr, 

d departed and went and liangtd bimself — And ll«e ctiicf 

priests inott iho (silver pieces aad said, It is not lawful to put 

Ihciii in llio treasury, because it is tlie priae of bbinil — And 

ihi-j took cminacl and bou;;lit with ibcm tlic potler's field to 

ry stniiigeM iti — Wberofore Ihat Etld i:^ eiiElf:d the field of 

_ [<ind milo tlii3 day. Tbcn waa fulfiUM thiit which trna 

Bpolten by Jeremiah the prophet, saying, And (hey took the 

thirly pieces of silver, (he price of him that was valuL'd, whom 

tliijy of tho chlblreii of Israel did vnluo, and gave them for tho 

p'ltlL-r's tiold, jia tbc Lord jppoimted nic," 

Thiy \a ntnofit bure-fuccd pic<!0 uf impositiin. Tho paaBago 
ill Jercmiab, whitb speaks of the purcbasc of u liuM, has no 
pore to do wfrh tho case to which M;itthevv applies it, thun it 
to do with the piircbasc of lianda iq America. I wil^i 
rct'ilu till? 11'1ki1« pag^age ;— j^H 

kJcrQTuiiili, eSinp. sxxti. v. 0. "And Jeremiah said, th^l 
ml of tiii^ Lord eani(3 uulo me, sayimg — Beliuld Ilananiiel, 
c son nf Piiidlum thine niiele, Fhall cnme unto tLce, saying, 
ay ilicc my field that i,^ in Analboth, for the riglit of rcdcmp- 
m is thhio to buy ir — So ITanamic] nwnc imett'a son ejima 
inc iti tlic court of llic priaon, according to the word nf the 
ird, Hiid said unto lue, Buy my field I pray thee, that is la 
Aiiulh'itb, TCbk'h ia in iho couutry of Benjamin, for the riglili 
of ijihentiiiiofl is l.hinc, aud the redi-mptinn ia thine; bay it 
for thyeelf. Then I Itn-ew that this wus the word of the Lord — 
I houj^lit the fifid of ilananiiul mine wngle'a soti, that 
in Amalhoth, and weighed Iiiiii the money, even seventeen 
■kela of silver — and I aubacribcd the evidence and sealed it, 
, look -mitnossos and wui^Iied bini the money >u balnncea. 
I look tlic evidence of the purchase, toth that whitb was 

ilcdoecordirgtothc; lawdtnl i-ustom, and that whi.i:L waa open 

— nnd I piive ihf ci'iiJence of tbi; purchase unto Baruch, the son 
f Neriuh, this atvn of MjiftBmh, in the aigbt of Ranamicl 
unrio'a Bdii, and in tlie presence of the TfUn«ssft* tt.'oA. 
ijwribtid llic lock of ihi! piici;W»ft,'\iGlQTft v^C&ft ^t^&'iasS* 
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sat iu tbo courl of tlie priaou — ami T flmrgci) "Bnrncli hcf 
tbi?iU| anj'ing, Tims saiiSi tde li-in] ot" liiist:i, tLc Goii «»f Tot; 
Tuke ihoai? cvidciiL-L':j. this evifkuL-C of tliu |««ic!ia3i:, both 
wfairb in sealed, and tliis evidfncfl which is open, oinl jiut ihoiB 
ill all earlbca veaacl, tliiit tbcy may contiuuo miin_v duys — fur 
tlms saitb the Lord of haais, the (ioJ of I?rucl, Huuscs, and 
Geliis, and TmcyftrJa, aliall be possessed again in this iaad." 
: T foibear making any remark on tliii abuniiDublc ini[>0!siti(iD 
of Ulatihew, The thing {,'laringly speaks for itspJf. It ij 
priL'sIa auil commentators that I rutLcr ought to censure, firr 
Laving pruachyd falatihood so long, and koj't |ienple iii 'dar):ticss 
with r-Bspctt to those impositious. I aui uut coatcndiug will* 
these niea npou points of doctrine, for I koow that sophistrj 
lia« always a city of refuge. I am spcaki&g nf fact* ; for 
wherever the tliiug called a fact ia a faljiehnod, the faith fouutl- 
ed urioii it 14 deln.^ioD, and the doctniie raSat^i] upon !t not truo. 
r^Ji,' reader, put thy Irmst id thy Creator, and thoa will be 
^^|«ijtur if th»u trUEtcst to the book calikd the Scriptures 
Pb4l,^M«t«^l tft;th{! rotten stuff of fable and falachoodo Bat X 
return hi 'iify siibjwt. 

Thor(> \* iiiLioDg the wbiiQ!] and rcvcriee of Zeehariab, mcD- 
tion made of thirty pieces of silver given to a potter. Thi'y 
can hardly hav'e hceu go stupid as to mistake a potter fur a 
field: aod if thoy liad, litc paesage in 2echarJoh bus no uiorc 
t[> do with Jesus, Jadus, and iim field to bury etraogcra in, 
than that already quoted- I will recite the pn^sage, 

Zethariab, chap li. ver. 7- " And I will feed the fi.jck of 
elaugbler, even yuu, O poor of Ibc fioclc ; and I took unto Btfl 
two staves; the one I culled B':aufy and the other I c^iltej 
Bamfs, and I fed the floct — Three shepherds also, I cat olf 
tn one biootb; and my aoiil loathed thcin, and their soul nbo 
abhorred me.— Thou said I, I will not feed you; that which 
.dii^tb, let it die; and tbat which ii to he cut oJTj let it be out 

f; and lei the r«st «ar. every ooe tbii flesh of another. — Aod 

*X took my &taif, even Benntif, aud cut it asunder, tbat I might 

brcftk my covenant wiiicli I had made with all ihc p<.-€>ple- — 

And it was broken in that day ; and so the poor of the flncli 

who waited upon roe, knew that jt was tho vrordof the Lurd. 

" And I said unto them, If ye lliink good, give nn? Utv i : * 
iJ/TziOt, forboar- So thny weighed for my price f/nV/i; 
^/^ stiver. A ad tbo Lord aai^lulilolili:,CtA\.\^.-vmJ«^W. yu 
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jgiorllj price that I was prised at of iheia; and I took tl 
irtj' piflc^H of silver and cast iLemi to tbe putter iu tbu house 

itQ Jjord. 

' When I cut asundier mine other etafT, eT«ti Bamh, ibatl 
miglit break the brotherhood between Judiih atid Israel."* 

There is on making eitbec bead or tiiil of this incnSiercnt 
gibberish. Uis two &ta.vea, one (tailed B^avftf and the fitbTr 
Bands, 19 80 much like a fairy talc, that I doubt if it hnd any 
other origin. — Thora ia, howeirerj uo part tlint haa tbe !e»8t 
relatioa to the case stated in Matllipwj oa tlio contrary it in 
lh« reverse of it, Here the ihiriff pieces of eilver, -wlititL^vcr it 
was foFj ia called n fjootl/tf jprkef it waa as uiueb as tlit Ibinj 



• Wbiflton, in hia Essay on the Old TeMfimetit. Boyj*, tlinl (ha pM- 
eogo of Zciibariah uf wfiinh I hiLvc spuken, wdb in the ii<>pifa of the 
Ulble of the first ceiiliirjii', in tlio book oT J*?reiiiio.li, frurii wbeiici-, sit 
lo, it w<V9 Iftken 0"d iiisciteJ wilhont colien-nco. in tlmt of Zechnrii 
^— Wf'll. Ipl it bt m, it iJi)<.'4 nul iniilie lliii ciiec a wtiU tliu better 

Nc<n TCBtuiDCnt; tiut it Ihakeb tliU linst a grcal dE'til tbe trur<«e 
(lie Old. Iti^cQiise it r>hrair3, as 1 hnvc [i)(>ritioui;il I'psjicdIivK ekiiiu 
.ssngt^a in n buok aecrlbod to I^aijiL, thnt tlic wufhjt (if difTurui 
tliii-ra huTB been an niLscd tiiid ctiiiAiutideJ together, tUfy minii 
w he discriminated, except whtre tJity «r(i hiatoricul. rhniiminKionl!, 
gr btogriiptiii:!!), as is tlie iiiterpolHtithii in Isniuh. It ix ihv niiiiK' 'if 
fjruE iusi-Tteil wliere il goaU] not he inscrterl, us Jje wns u..t in exisl- 
iCc till uitL' buu'h'ed rim] fifty j'ciirg nftDC- the tirn>a of iBDiahi iitnt 
itects Iht! iuterpu] lit i 1)11 and tbe biiiiidor with U. 
^'Iilblun vine a. niiin of grpnt Iitern.rj lenrtLiuj;, ncd, i*hnt is gf niii 
bijrbtr dcgr-ec. of dei»p sdcniifiu learning. Ho was une nt tbo bi 
and latiil cetebrnte'd mfitbcmatiL'inuij of hi!^ time, for which he wn' 
made profesaor vf iiint hematics cf Ihf iini¥ersit_v of Caitiliridgr. IJa 
rote BO much in defence of the Old Tfrstumeut, iind of whiit ho 
lU pi'oiiLeuiuB uf Jcaus CLrist, tbaV at last Lo bc^nn to aui^pout 
it truth fit the Bcriptureg, and wrote apmnst tbem; for itia onV 
loae wto osninmH Ihem, that see the i in position. Those ■who btdiis' 
iTn moat, are tboiie who kuoic least tibuut tbem, 
Wbi&ioii. nftfr wriiiiis "o mudi ia defetn'c of the scriptures, was K' 
■I jiTu'itciitid for wrilin^ flpiiinsl Ihem. It wns tliis tljnt gaTO 
luioii til fjwift, in bis ludicrous Bpigrum on Dillon nnd WbistoH, 
icb it wliifb set up to find out the longitud?', to n-nll tbe uno j'lui/ 
\iitfr Duton, and lli« otliw. aickcd M'iii HViMion. But at' Swift vfn.ii 
^rcjit naaoclatA vritb tlic Preethink ens nf iboH^ iln^s. such uh Hulini;- 
ikc. ]'"pii, anil rillicrs. vrhu did not bplii^vv the book vdli-d tbizi 
filnrps. ibece is \in cm'taiiily wheljier hn wittily tnlJtd Idtii uiickiA 
dcffudinji: tht scripturi'E. ur fov wrum^ v\j^i\ui';.\, Wtoa, '^X.wViiQ'*^ 
bluctfr iit'i^Tiifi decides fui- the [ijriin;t. 
It 
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was wmrtli, and airi i ni f i>g to tlic langiiffgR nf tho liity, ™f 
apprr,vcil of hy i.bo Lnni, ami the inoiivy givtti to tbe jKHIer 
ill tlie ln'usi; of Mii,- Lr-ni. In the case of Ji?hus an J Judi4s, h» 
fttate'I in Miitiliew, tin- iJiirty pit-LCS of aiiccr Witv tin? [irii.-ij 
of Hdr.d ; (Im trjiisaclioii wua ci-QdcTuncd by the Lord, and tlic 
money, when rel'unilcil, was rcfuded ailntiuanoe into lUe 
ire^;ii-y. Kvcrylhiiig in the two caima lu tho reverse of c4^k 

OtiK't-. ^1 

Besides Msy a. very d i ITereti t ftinl dirrct contrary accniinttn' 
tbiit of iMulthcw, itj givf3ii nf thi; u9';iir '>f >Juda.H, in tlio IjiuIe 
called tliu v1i-;n if/liie Ap<tNt/r^; aceotJitig lo ihut Ltmk the 6|^| 
is, tliiit so £.iT fi'tHii Ju'lus rcpci3nn;.r iiLid fCiDi'iting tlio uiuu^H 
and tli« higU pricrt buying a field witli it to bury sM'iingura^H 
Juda^s kept tli<: mnni'y mid bouglit a field nillk iL fur IninsC^^ 
and instead of bjni;iii;r biinaelf jid MAlthow Suya, be full hva-l- 
Igog and burst a-'^iitldcf — some corameutiUurs tttdeHVuur to 
get uvur out' p:irt ist tiio contriidi«(('''ll liy riilicubiusly suppoa- 
lUg that Judaa baugt'd biiii«df first utui rbn riipe broke. 

Aotii, eliap. i. ver. Jfi. " M*'n iirid bivtiipt;]], ihia fcriptorc 
mast iiced:5 Lave boon fulfilled whieh ihu Iluly tlhost by the 
iii(mt.h of Diivif] spiiko before tnnceniing; Judiis, wliicb wug a 
giiidt; to thcni tbui tnuk Joi^us. (Duvid mya n'H ai word iiboiil 
JuJus) vDr. 17, for ha (Judiifi) wua uuiubirriid aiiiODg aa wai 
obtninud part. i>£' niir TniTiJaJry," 

Ver, IS, " A'^istB IhU miiK jmnhnsal n Jirld wHA the /»■ 
tcnz-'f of iiiiquitjf, nmi /tfiihi^ h^tiifhjii'j Ac burst a^itiufeT in 
thf Tnii/nff uiid hin hincfls ijiiskid out." Is it not n s.pt.'citfs of 
blas-plieiny to call tli« Neiv TeslaniL'nt rn'cuit'if rrliiftutty when 
We Hec in it: eiich coitiT-itdictiiios nnd uli^iinJities ? 

I pass Ob to tbo twelfth piuisago ciUed n pri'^phecf nf Jcmia 
Cbri*t. 

Mintliew, chiip. Kivil ver. 35, "And they crutifi^d him, 
and pjirtud his [riiriiiont^j casting lots ; that, it might Le falUlk'd 
wbiLk was spokt^u by tho pi-opllut, Tkrif jiivtnf- my ;jiirm<-ntt 
UUKimj t/ii:in, mill iijimi my vrstari'. il!'( tkr;j/ cast /n/.t." Tliil 
expiei^^ioD ij ill tho :ilid I'aiilni, vcr, IS. Tho wriUrr of lb.it 
Psulm (whuevfr hu wii.", for thii Psalius arv a collectii'ii niid 
not t!iu work of one iiiivul is Epcutang of hiitistdf and tiin i)»-u 
cpse, and ui»t (hat. nf anotlier- Jle b'pgiiia lliis I'galm with tlsa 
wurd^ ff/iiod ifie New Teatameul. wiitura ascribe to Jtssas 
Christ, *' Mjf Guiff mi/ Wotf, kIii/ li'tst iKija j"tjr«uA'r« nir"— 



Words wliich niigtt be ultereil by a euniplnitilrif man witlioiit 
ffluy firfiit iriiptupntty, but yltj impruperlj fru-m Llie lpliuUi 
of a reputed Gtid. 

The pielnre which tLe writer dmws of big own siCitnllan _ 
diis Psalm, \a gloomj enough. lie in n<n propli-psyin)^, hut 
oomplaining of liia own liiiril t:ii,se. Hg rfprusctUfi liinisilf aa 
surroutiLJi^d iij cnDiuicB tinii beact liy perduiiati ons of every 
tind j anil by way of filigwluf; the invGterucy of his porsccuLorftj 
be says at tbo IStli verse, " Theif p<ir(i:d vu/ 'j<trmrvie among 
them, ami nisi fa($ vjjnn vii^ (V«f«rc-" Tbc (.'spiCSsioD la id 
the present tense; nail is tbe s:tme as to s:\\y tlicy piirsim me 
even to the cinthes u|>on my b.ick, and dlnjmte. how they glial 
divide tLcm ; besides, the wfird vesture does uot jdways lue* 
clotbitig &f any kind, but pfujie.rfjj, or rather the admitting 
man tt>^ or incc^lhi;} hiiu with property; and a« it La ue*'d in 
ttiid Psalm distinct from tbe word gtirmtiot, it appears tn 
U£ed in tbia sense. But Jesus tiad no projhirty ; fnr iL* 
mote bim Buy uf himself, ** The /oxkx have /lofei, »nti the. bin 
of ike air hnm iieuli, hut the ^'nt of mttn fmCK not inhere 
/ny tux hneid" 

Hat bo this as it mn^, if wo permit ourselves to suppoa 
tbp Almighty would coadcscend tg tell, liy what is ciilleil Mia 
spirit of prophecy, what could ooicic to pass \n bodio futura 
age of tbe world, it is an iujarj to our own faculties, And to 
OUT ideas of his greatness, to itiioginc that it would be about 
an old coat, or uu old pair of breeclied, at about anything 
whieb the cnramon accidents of life, or the quarrela that 
allond it, exhibit every day. 

That which ia in tho power of man to do, or in hia will ne 
to dc, is uot a subject for prophecy, even if ihorc were bucTi 
tiling, b^^c^iuse it cannot earry wilb it any evidence of divial_ 
power, or divine iDtcrpositioa : Tlie wnys of God are uot the 
nays of men. That whi^-'h an nlniiglily power ptftfonus, or 
wills, is not within tho circle of human power to do, or 
uimtrol, iJut any cxi^tutioiji^r and Lid assistants might quarry 
abtiut dividing the garnieuls of a nufTi^rer, or divide lli 
without iiDiirrcUinjr, aiid by tlnd means fulBl tht: ibing called i 
projthivy, OP S(^t it aside. 

In the pitsflji^'e licfitr* n^Sfimiticd, I hnvo ospoaed tbe fals 
bond of them. In thid I exhibit lis i\cg,Ti\i\u^ \\\eiWMt«6.,t& 
an insuh to tho Creatuv and an injuT^ to \iMi\^a\\ \'ti-.'*.«"0'- 
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Hero cn<l the pnssagcs called prophecies by Matthev. .. 

MntlEicw couclinl'-s liis book bj saying, llint when CtrTs 
esjiirfii nti liio cress, lh« invXis rent, tlie gravps npcricil, ni 
tl)<! )i4»Ik'^ i<i tunny iif l.lic suirtta nro^c; uuil Miiik Knje, itic 
W«a dnrkmas over llie l:in'I fcoui (he sixth htiur until tl 
iiiiitli. They [iifuhicLil no prnpliccv ("t tWa; bnl btnl iticsfl 
laiiigs been facts^ lhi.'y ttouW Lwvi! \\roa u proper 5uliji.fi foB 
pr"pUi.'r'5, betuuse none but. a-n almiglify pow^r I'fiubl bfiva 
iiiHpir.'J a forckuowli?>lge of t,liem, nnil nf^rwards fiitfillc:<!| 
thttn.. Since llieii, there is no sncli p-opbpoy, liut n prclcmJii'l 
proplim of un olii coal, the pf-ppr il.'iui'liori is, tliftrfl wtTl 
uo BMch iWiuf^a, aod tliut Llic bouk ijf Mut>licw is fjtblti viil 

fH-lscilOOll. 

I puss go [o the book called the Gospel aeeordiog to Su 
M:irk. 



THE BOOK OF MARK. 

Tfietie arebtit few pnssHgcsin Mark called prr>phpi;ir»j 
but fi.'W ia Lulte and Juliu, Suet as Ihere on-' t sliali i-iLntniiic, 
aQ'd aUo eucb other passages as intcrfi'i-e with Ih'i&o ottod lijJ 

HiLtlhtW. 

Murk begins his book by a pnssiige wlbicb he puis in ibt 
rimpe o-f D prrtpInH-y, Murk, chap, i, vor. 1, — "The WgiflJ 
ning Lii' thi; Gispc-1 nt' JuSUs Cbml., rtit; Sott itf (.iml — Ah it ' 
wrillpa in tliC propheO, Brhotrl I urmi mj/ tur-nxi-ti'/rr lirj 
rfiff/riff, irliiih »hnff j/fpin-e thr ttnif iirfon: tUer," Mnhif 
chap. lii. vcr. 1. Thu piiswage in llie orif^inal U in tlifi (Ir 
perynn. Jliuk mukis this pitswigo in \iK tv pr'iplitvy iif Jn 
tbe Itiiptifit, paid by ihf Church In l>u ti fcrLTUiiniT of Jt 
Christ. Dut if wc uiicini to the verse* tbui follow lliis 
prcssiiin, as it stuiid* in ^rnlnchi, tiiid ic> t!ic fiiiit nii<] 
Teraes of ihv ni.'Xt vb;ipU.<r, we »ball 6(.-0 that ibis applical 
of it is crrnncniia luhJTiiIsk. 

MAliiebi having sniit ul the fii'fit vei'St!, " Di^liuhl I will 
njy messenger, auil Iir sbiill prcpfiro ihi^ Wiiy before 
nt the second ycrsi^, " liiil. who iiuiy ubido thu ilwy 'if I 
Jng? and ivbo *b:itl stimd when he npf.L-nrcth t for 
6 reGaai's fire, ;i[id liUc tiiWtt's s™.\.." 
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This description eun huve no Tt:fvfiinc(i tg tlie lijrLli of <Jt'»U9 
(;]iri=t, »rnl cnirifjui-iitlj/ rioni* lo .luliTl tho Bapti;*!. It ifi a 
rit'cne rif f'cir and tcrrnr tliat, j« licfo ftesrrihcJ. ami tlio 
liirtli of Clii'ist b Jthviija .'■pukcn nf aa n time uf jny w) gisd 
lililig-^. 

.MaliiclLi, uncitiuuing trt Mpcak fu tlic fiume suLjrct, rxpliiins 
in tIil' iiext cliriptur wimt. ilm "CLiiie is <jf vvliiuli lin fipnilta in 

tlic vcrst^d ulmve quoted, anJ nbo the perfiou is wLiotii lie valla 
thtf iiiOHsauiri" r. 

■' liuliulii,'" Hiij-s lio, ohjip. iv, ver. 1, " l!io day ccrnieth tfaat^ 
eliaU burn liki' :i!i oven, imti nil tlm proud, j<?a, and all fljat 
do wiL-Wdlj--, iib:ill liH sluhblc ; and Uiit dny conioth tfinl sluill 
WrD LbciM up, sattli (tii; Lurd uf liosia, tla^U it sti;ill ]La\'e llieiii 
uoiilier I'liot ruit hriintli." 

Vlt. 5. *' IJclinlJ I will scud _ymi Klij;il] tim prnplict Ijpftirc 
lljf cixiiing of tliLi grcnV uik! dreadful day i.f tin.! Liinl," 

My wluit. ri^lit., or liy wliiit iinpoiiititm nr ipriovinioc Murk 
hiiFJ iiiiide Elljiili iiiM Jiilm the Puplist, and iM:ila<'hi's drserip- 
liiiu ut' tlic Oiiy of judgiimnl JDto liia birth day of Climt, £ 
Icavo to the liiijhop to ruUIc. 

Miuk, in t.be srcnnd und tiivril vcracti of lii^ first ulinptcri 
confuuiids tivo fitsangua tngtither, tukea iVcun dilTui'eDt books 
iif the Old TeBtuiiiEiit, Tbq Eccnud verst-, "J-Jijliold I sfliid 
my messenger bcfuro tliy f;ice, wiiigl] sliull prepare tbe way 
lipfftre lUf," ia lakcii, ua I Lave aaifl before, from Malaclii. 
The third vcrsc^ wliicli Buys, "The vorcu of oiig crying in the 
wilderness, prrp;ire yc tbe wuy of the Lord, cnatc bia piitb 
Flraiglit," is not in MiiUclii, hai m Isaialj, cliup. si. tkf. 3. 
WhiBlou says, tbat, botk tbcae veraica TLTe origioully in L'^aiah. 
Ifjo, it is uiiinlicr iiipiancc id'ilie disonitrcd atatoot' tho Jiililo, 
ami e urn )lK»r«tfB what 1 liave Biiid with rospcet to llm tiame 
'ml ilujii'iipti'iu u( CyruH lii-iitg in llic bouk of Iiuiiib, to niiicb 
il fiiuiiut i!brun'.d"^k';i]ly belunK- 

Tlif] words iu I'^aiaEi, cbap, xL ver, 3, " T/ie iwiVp rij/" In'm 
fh-r ••r>jrtk in Mr wifih-rncsJS, fj-epure- ye thf ici^ uf l]i» L»>r<i, 
' '1 piif/i. xlyihjht," are in iliu prei^cnt tcnsc, ami umisv- 
M(tt piodii'tivo. II. in uiLu of those rbelorital figures' 
ii.r Old Tt-al;iiiii.'lit authors frequently us-L-d- That it 
■■ . iy rbi't'tricji! and itittnphorical, may be seen at the 6th 
*'And the voice P!iid, cry ; aud l^e v>i\d, '«V\'jX 9Jo3iN.\. 
All jif^ih is ^raas." This in cxi.dctvvX'j tt(iiV\C\u'{,N«^ ■*■ 
14* 
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figure; for fleah is not grass otbcrwiw ihtiti as a 
ii)i;1nj)lior, where one thiD;? is put. fur aimrlier. IJi-aiili's W 
the wliolc pasdiige is too gimcnil and ili'ituimilory to 
«xi;luBiveIy to uo^y purticuliir pcFstm or pui'iJosL', 

I p»s9 vu to tlje elcventli chapter. 

In tbia cLnptur, Mark speaks of Ciiriat riding into J«rU! 
Upon a coU, but tie tioea Dot tualto it tlie accomi'lithiuvut 
pnipliecy, as Mattliww lias -done ; fo-r lie biijs Tinlliiiig ilb 
prophecy. Inatead of wTjich, he goes on tbe oiTht 
and in ordei- to add new hoaouts to the ass, he innkcs it 
a mirncle ; for be says, ver. 2, it was " a eoH ichrrerm : 
man sul ;" signifying thereby, tbaf. ii3 llie nas bjhd not 
tmken, ho cuiiaeijueritly was inspired Uifn ifood m-iintrn 
WB do not hour tbat he kicked Jc&us Christ off. Tliere i 
a word uliout his kicking in ull llic four Kviingclista. 

I pass on from thc^c floats qI' hora':munii/i.>p, pcrtWim 
a ju(;k-aasi to the 1.5th chapter. 

At the 2+lti vera* of tiiis ebaptcr, J^Iark spe-ilts of 
U/trixt'n jformenl-s aiiti cas.thi'j iota vpow ilteni^ bwt )io ar 
no prnpbecj to it as JMattbLW docs. TI« rollicr »pc» 
ftd a thing tLcu in practice with cxceulionera, as it ij 
day. 

At tho 28th verso of the saniG chapter, Mark Kpcak 
CLrist being orudfitd hotvi-eeu twolhii'ves; that, anys hf. 
srrlplurc im'jhc he faffilkif vJiich sai'ffi,iini7 fic ini.iii iitim' 
with the transi/reemrs." The saitie ibing itikgbt be s«i 
tho thieves, 

This expressioti is ia Isaiali, chap. liii. ver. 12 — Or 
upptios it to Jeremiah. But the cuse has bnppencd aa4 
in tha world, where irmccent moin liave bwii iJumbc] 
transgressors, and is stiil continually happening, ll 
ab.HUrdity to call it a prophecy of any particniar persr 
tho.se whom the eburcb rull lliArtyia were liurab<;ri 
transgrePBOTB. All the honest patriols who foil npoii tl)«' 
fold in France, in the time of lt<diciipi<^rre, were piiml 
with trunsgresaorg ; and if himself bud not fidlcn, the 
tase, acwirding to a note in his own hand-writing, had 
me; yet I supposn the Bif=hr>p will not allow that Isq 
prnphesfiag of 'I'hoiniia I'liiiio. 

These are all the pussa jos "\vi >ln:V wlmli buic anj: 
to prophccKB. 
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Murk oondudea bis book by m:ikiug Jesus &ay to bis dis- 
oiplesj cbnp. xvi. ver. 15, "Uu ye into iill tbo world and 

tircnt-li the gospel to every eii^alurc j lit; tbtit belicTctli i^nil ia 
luptizcil shull; b(! suved, but. he tbaC bcUeveth nut stall be 
dpmiieiJ (iio« Popiah stuff i\w). And llicse fiigns ahaJl fiillow 
(em that E>elicvt3j iu my u-dius tb&ysbull casC out ilcvils; 
thejr shall apcuk with new tongues; tliey shall take up aer- 
p«oU, and if they drink uuj d^u.JIy tliiug, it Bbull not hurt 
them; tbtty skixll luy h;Lad'j od the eick, and the; nbsill re- 
Dover." 

Now, the Bisliop, in order to know if he has all this saving 
and Wonder- IT Of king fuith, ahoubl try those tilings upoij Lim- 
eelf. He sbouM lake a good doso of arsenic, and if he please, 
I will eend liirii a nittleaaake froin America ! As for inj§c!f, 
SLB 1 bL-lieve iu God, and nnt 0.1 all Jii Jceua (Christ, nor in 
tiie books calluJ the seriptureB, the expiirLmtjut docti not cou- 
ecra me, 

I pass OQ to tlic t)oi>t of Luke. 

There ar« uo p^ssu^ciii in Luke called prophecies, excepting 
those which relate to tLc pa^SKgca I Lttve alreaJy examined. 

J^ukc Bpeaka gf Mury being espoused to Joseph, but he 
xii'jkcg no rofcronces to the passjige in Isiiiab, us Matthew 
Hjis. He sptiuka ulfio of Jesus riding into Jeruanleni upou a, 
CcIe; hiU he sayg niilhiog (iboitt proplietj. lie spcuka oE 
Jnhu the BtLptist, und retera to the psks^oge in Isaiah, of irhi«h 
1 have ulroady spoken. 

At the 13th cbuptcr, verse 31, ne says, "The s&mc day 
lliere came certalu. of the Pbaridoeg, saying unl.o tiini, (Jesus) 
Uct ibL't! out uiiil dtiparL h^icici:, tor ilorud wilt kill thE!e — and 
lit) said utito [hijui, Uo yi und tell Chat fox, Ecbold I cast out 
dirvils mid I do euro* tg-dn-y and to-uiorruw, and Lhc thirj day 

)bi>ll be perluctod." 

Muttiicw in»ke3 Elorod to die whilst Christ w its a child in 
I^'pt, and uj;ik«!a Joseph to return with the child on the 
OOM-a of lli:fiid's doa-th, who liad aouj^^ht to kill bim, Luke 
JDskos IJerod to be living, imd to seek the life of Jheus, 
(titer Jc*U3 w^t3 thirty years of iigo; for he Buys, chap. iii. t. 
23, " And Jusnifl began to be idjuut thii'ly years of age^ being, 
w vuii HUppii»eJ, ibe auu of Joaupb." 

I'ho "bt-eurity in whiuh the liiatoriciil patt *iS. VW^t'w '^':,v ^ 
iBincni is iavoUvd mil respect to Horoil, maj aSoilv-o -^livii^Nj 
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aoil CL-numcntatm-s a pVn. wliidi t*i snitie mity appear pluiiattfl 
but to CKnjip p:ilisf:jfUn-j', tlmt llie llcrnij *>!' wliii'h tMiittli.i' 
li|ii2uka, aud tlio ili^rrjil iif wliicli IjuIcit .spi>:i]cii, wi're difft-rcn 
persons. J>I:itthrw tall-i Ilrrml » l<trig ; nnJ Lukf. cliap, iii, H 
1, calla n^rofl, Tctrarcli, {rlcit is, Gftvi-niur) (-f Galilee. Bu 
tliero could be tio sucb pcraon as <* -t/«r/ ITtmifj V'cnuso thi 
Jews and tbeir couiUrj wure then under tbc dominion of liil 
Konina Einpcrora, wbt> go\'tTned tbeai bjr Tetrurcha oi 
vcrnors. 

Luke, cbap, ii., tnnkes Jg&us ki be born nben Cyrenit 
Goveriior of SjrJjt, to whicli governnifint Judea wiis tiooiixod^ 
and aceordiiig to iLiis, Jc^us was noL born in ibe UlTic of Qurod 
Luke saj's Dulbitig iihoilt ticrud a^ieldlig tbc Ufe of Je^us wh^l 
be was born; n-ir of liia destroying the thildren nuAar tw( 
yeaM otd; nor of Jost-ph flijuiiig witL Jcsua into Egji-pt; noi 
of liis r^lurain^ from thence. Ou tbe contras-y, tbc book o! 
Luke sppfika 113 it' llic pevyoii it ctIIs Christ Lad utcci' b*e( 
out i)f Judea, and tbat Herod sought liis ]ifo iit'ier he com 
nnjUK'od [jrcaflbin^, as is buforc statuJ. 1 Imvo a,[rtady shawl 
that Luke, in the book railed the Acts of (he ApoflJlL's, (wliiol 
eomiitoutiitDrs uscriba to Luko) cmitnidicts tlie iiccuuiit i| 
Matlhew, wish ru^peut to Ju'lxs and (he thirty piwcee of silver 
Mat.llicw sjiys, that Jnda? retumtd llic njuiii'y, ;(nd tbiJt tin 
bigb priests boujflit with it a field to bury etraMgLTa in. Luki 
says, that Jud^is kept tli3 money, nnd boujfbt u fielJ wil 
fjT himself. , 

A3 it is impoHsible the wisdom of God ebouM err, 
impoasibli) thnBo bimks pboiild liave beon writ(^;n by divine 
npiratinn. Our buiiuf in (ind, aud bis unt^rrln^ wisdou], foi 
bids US to believe it. As for Eiyself, I feci religiouBly hnf 
iu iho tolu! disbi:!Hef of it. 

Therti ara no olhwr^iissugps called propbeelca iu T*iJ 
tboije I Iiavo spokcu of. 1 pass on to ibu book of Jijbt 
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JonSf Jiko Mark and Ti'ikc, \.^ not much of a p(_„ 

mougcr. He Kpt!iika ot ilie as*, b-uA X.^nt tttts.\\?.«, Wu fi>r Ji 

\cloihcRf Bod soiu<2 othcv tr\tt\;t,^C ^W.Oft\\v.vico\^(sA^j 



sMttHni 



Jnhn miikcs Jesus to nay, elj!t[>. v. vvt. 4(1. '■ Fur Lml ye I 

Vrliovei] M<.iai!fl, je would hstve beliL'vuJ hiq, fur lie wrutfi of I 

lut!." Tliit bt)(ik of chc Act?, in spcukiug of Jesu3, enys, ■ 

chap. iii. vcr. '22, " Fur Moi^ca truly ?;iid uol^ tlic futfaere, a H 

m'upliet fiJiiill the Tjwrd your Qod raiisc up unto you, tjf your I 

jrethreD, Like qdIa mc,, hi'm sbull ye h^nr ia all tbiDj|s wEiat- H 

Soever Ue bbiilt eay unto you," I 

This passage U iu Deuleroiioiuyj cLap, sviii. r. 15. They 1 
apply it aa a prophecy of Jesus. What impositions I The 
person spoton of ill Deatcronoiay, ami aho in Nurubcrs, where 
.he same person is spoken of, is Jonlntn, the minister of IMoseB, 
tod bis imincdialcsuoecsflor, and just audi ariotlicr Robflspier- 
rcran ehtimcLer as Moaea is rcpi'oaeclud to bavc been. The 

ciij;c, as related in tboae books, is as follows: — _ 

^I'.'ses was >,T0WD uEd u.ud neiir to bis ecd, und ia order to pre- I 

vcQt confusion aXiax bis dcalfa, — fur tb-e laiaclUds bad do settled H 

FystL'iu uf govcrnmcut, — ^it nus tbougEit beat to uomiaate u H 

jinrtessor to ftlosoa while he w3is yet living. This waa doue^ I 

H^ tro are tulif, iu the following mauni?ri I 

NonibcrSj chap, xxvii. 'ver. 12. " And the Lord said unto H 

5li>cs, Get thee up into this mOutit, Abiiriu], and see the lund ■ 
\\-bicl» I Jiavo f^iven iiuto ihe I'hildrcQ of Iiifael— and wheQ 
lht>u bust seen il, thou alsj shalt be gathered unto thy pcfipla 
Ba Aaron thy broLhor is gatliered. Vcr, 13, And Mobcb 
?pake unto ihe Lord, snying, Let the Lord, the God of the 

spirits of ull flush, set a man over tho congregation — Which. M 

uiuy go lint before them, and which may go in before them, H 

6\v\ ivhirli may lead tLcm out, and which luiiy bring thcin in, H 

Lhut tbc coDgrcg-ilif^n of the Lord bo not iis sheep that bavB I 

nu .shepherd' — And tho Lord said uulo Closes, Take Iboa ■ 

Jinliua., ihe aon of Nuq, 3, man in whom i& thi; spirit, and lay H 

thrin' tiiuid upi.>u him; and ftd him before Elujzar, the priest, H 

aud [;of>>re all the cougrcgatiob, and give tiini a charge iu their H 

ligLt — and iboa ahriH put some of thine honour upon him, ■ 

liiat all the congregation of the i;Lildren of tsrucl may bo m 
fliftdittil — TCir. 55, and Mo-ses did as the Lr>rd commanded, 
Mfi he liiol! Joahuii, atid set him before Eleazar tho priest,, 
•mi liiiforc all thecijngregatlon; anil he laid hands upon him, 
■'iti gave bioi ehargc us tLa Lord commanded by tlvc Uiu).d.<£i^ 

J have aoiiting to dry, in tilts place, wU^i Wa \,T\i.'Oc\ , <^t: '^* 
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conjuratioa hero practised, of raising u]j q sacL't 
like uuto Liinaclf, Tbe pn&i^iigc suSi^iijutly provoa it \s Ju 
pdd that it is an iTjipot^iticm in Jolm to iniike llic c&a 
propiiecy of Jesus. But tLu propbecy-mongers w« 
spired with falsehood, that thcj never speak truth.* 
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'HevtoQ, Bishop of Brig.to] in SngUml, published a, wprlt 10 
TOlumoa, entit.k'J, " Diiterlationa on tht T'ropkeciea.'* The w» 
teiiiimsly wriLten and tiivFioiue to rejid. lie EiritiDA Lanl ta 
BTory pasaiige into a propheoy that suiU his purpose. — Among o 
he niH.k'Ca this expression nf Moses, ''the Lord Hhall raise lfae« 
pr<'ph«t Vikv unto me," into a prcplivcy of ClirisE, nbo was Dot 
luscording Co the Bilile cLroDOk^os, till fitlcen huDdT'Crf n.nd fifl, 
j^Ars after the time of MoSOa. whereas it vras an immediate siict 
to Moxeit, who woa tben Dear his end, timt is sprjkeo of in the pi 
abi)ve qootciE, 

This Bishop, the better to itapoee this pa?9ngF on tha varld 
prophecj of Christ, ha.» entirely omitLcil ttie nccouat in (h« bn 
Numbers which 1 have (tiTen at length, wprd for woni, nnd ' 
Bh&W9. boyniid lli« possibility of n doubt, tbiU di« perwD spoken 
Mosca, ia .To^liiid. ani no oilier person. 

Newton in but n superficial writer. Elie takea uj> things npQn 
flffj/, Slid; tusetta them without either «xRmimitioi] or refleeiioi 
the more extraordinary and IncreilibLe they ar«, tho 'bcicci 
them. 

In speaking of the walla of Babylon, (Tolnme the first, _ 
he Dia-liL's a mQoimion frum it travoller of the unmv of Tavtmur, ' 
he calla |by wny of giving creiilit to wlinl he sayBj a ftltlirttit, 
tethr, thtit Iliose -wiiIIh icrrf made of burnt brick, Iin ftt-i iqttut 
fhrtt fwi thich.^-\f Newton hn.d only ihi.injtht ofeulcalBting the 1 
of aueh a brick, he wouM huve aeen thw inipoasibilily of 
lised of even luadc. A brick ten feet s-^unrc^, and Ibrce 
conlaina three hutidreil cubic feet, and nlfowing a cubic fonj 
to be only one hiindrad pounds, mch of the DisLup'B bricks' 
weigh thirty tliouiiiiDl pgiumd^; sn'J it vrotiliil l&ka about tluit 
lo-ttds nf day (one hoi'ge CArti;) to make cue brick. jii 

Itut lil-t nc-uEimit of Ihc stoned used in bnilding Si>taiiiDid^| 
(Tolume i-i, pngD 211,) faj- exceeds liia bricVa of ten feet ^| 
the walla of Uabyloa ; the-ae are hut brick-bats corafifkred to thei 

The Htoiiea (anya he) employed in tht round&tiiin. wtre in a 
liide forty cubits, that is, abore slit; feet, s cuhit, sayg h». 
eoniewhnt more tbnn n, foot and a half, [a cubit is oue foot uin4J| 
and the Bwper'iipueture (says the Bishop) was worthy of . 
diitionB, There were asme Htoties. says lie, of the -whit 
forlySve cubits long, fi¥« cubiU high, sud sii eubil« broad 
are fhe iJim-eu8ton.a \hifi Bi.is\iiip \in.5 ItwciL, which En in^nsum oft 
iaehoa to & f-oot, ia 78 I«et. Rmem'iUWtain^,\^fe4'\.^i!iB,li 
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pass oa to the last passage in those fables of tliG Evan- 
ftlieta oaHcd a prophecy of .Ii;&us CLirist. 
John, Liiving spoken of Ji?»uij espiving oil tlio cross be- 
tween two Hiicvea, saja, chap. lix. ver. 32 : " Tbep came the 
ftldiers, antl bralie the legs nf the first (mnaoing one of tb© 
ttitrscs) aiid of the other whioh was crucified with him. ISut 
wheQ they came to Jesus, sici.l saw that he was duail iilrouJyj 
thej bruke aot his legs— rer. 3<3, for these tbiuga were douo 
that the Soripture should be fulfilled, " A hont of him shall 
not he broken." 

The pii3sa{;Q here referred tn is in Kxodus, and has no mora 
to do with JuBiia than with thii aaa he rode uprra tn Jerusa- 
Jem ; nor yet bo much, if a roasted jack-asa, liko & roaatud 
he-goat, might bo eaten at a Jewi^L pussuvcr. It might he 
some gQB&oIaticin to .an aas to JiQow, that though his hoaes 

^^^U&feet throe Incbcs lljick, and contaiiiH 7,23-1 cubic feot. 
^^^■iptem'tn^trftte th« inipnf-itlan of this IliNliop. 
^^^TlPffUliic foot of water weiglja aiity-two pounds and a lalf — T&a 
gpccffie grusity of tnn-rblg tti wntor is as 2 3.2 ja to one, Tho weight 
thcri'f'jro of a cubic foot of nuirlde is 156 pmjii^B, wLieh multipLLud 
hy I.'IM, tli« tiumbti' of dubio feiH iu odo ciF tiioae stonod, iDnkt's tlie 
Kciglit of it to be l,l'J8,iJfl4 pounila, -nliiuh ifi Cl}3 loiiB. Allawiiig 
timn a lioriie to lii'aw aljoiit lin-lf a too, et w'il requiro a. tliou^aniJ 
liws.e3 tu draw one auch stone on tlic grauml ; liow thea were ttie " 
ti) lit lirteil iiito tlifl tmiJiltMg by luitnuii. linmbf 

Tiiu Bisliup may lulls iif fuith rynioving mountains, but nl! the 
faitii of hLL tlie BiabcipH tbat cvor liv'Bd cQuld not; remove ciio of Iti^aQ 
Bloni's, Jinii their bodily Btrcngtii giTon in. 

This Uislinp ulao tella of ffrcnt gum usad fay tlio Turks nt the taking 
■of (I'jnstiiiitiiiijplc, one of wLiob, he eajp, was dmwu hj seTenty yoka 
pf oi'jn, [ind hy two thouaanJ uicu. Tolumo 3d, piipo 1 17- 

Tbe weight of a cannon thnt onrrics a ball of 4-3 ponada, wliiflh. 
llic largest cunnon tliat are coat, wciglis 8,«ICK) pounds, about thr 
Inns «iuJ ft liair, and ninj be drunn by three yoke nf oxon. Anybodj 
nay nuw caWhite wbttt tLo n^^igbl of Llic Bi:;hop's ^vnt gua must 
Ic.'lliat rtnuirtd aeTfinty yoke of oiQu ta iiraff it. Tliia Bifibbp hea.ts 
Oullii^er. 

Wbeii uien gjTg up the use of tlie tliTinc gift of reaaon in writing 
on any subjtict, he it rdJgioui^ or anything else, tbero arc no Luiunli 
to ilii-iT Piitruvugatice, ho limit to theif ubBurdiiicB. » 

t'bv Ihrea volumes nhich tbia Uighop bns written on whnt he CaJIb 

the iir(i("l>ecics, oontain fthove 1,2'JO pogea, and he Bays in. vol- 8, 

fj^n 117. '■ / have nfudttii iraiig." Thia is m morie^^ua *» ^^» 



might be pii?kecl^ ihey would not be Wukeu. I go to gtaUtj 



Tlio tout fif F.sfvlus, in instituting the Jewish passover, 
wliicli they were to eul ti bc-ltiiiib or a hp-^fat, siiys, eltiip. 
xii. ver. ri, " Your biuib shu!! he wUhoiit hU>niinb, n male of 
tbis Erat yciir; yc bLuiII take it from the flirrjj or friim tUc 
ffoa U. " 

The ho6\if ufter stuting some ccreiunnics to he a.«cd im 
ing and drc;?sing it (for it was to be roaaCeil, tmL LuilisI), rs^ 
ver. 4:i, " Ami ibe Lord aaid unto Moses and Aitmu, tbis h tlie 
ordiuaace of tbe passovuc : there sball do slruuger eu.c thereof; 
but t?vcry man's aervant tbaL is bought for Dioney, wben ibou 
Last circiimci9«d him, then sball lie eut th^rGgf. A forei^er 
sittll not rat thereof. In one bouBS eball it be ealtii ; Ihoa 
sliilt Qot cariry fortb aught of the flesh thereof libroa.il out of 
the hfiu^e; nF.Uhrr slmlc thou hTctih a hiyue ilu-tfo/.*' 

We here sec that the case ds it stands- 111 ExoJuR 16 a CCtC- 
fflony and not n propbocy, and totally uucoDBecied wiih Jmiu* 
booefl, or any part of him. 

Jobn haviiiL' thufl filled ap tW measurp of apostO'^ic fable, 
eoncludea his nook with something that beats al! fiiblo; for hfl 
Buye at the Ijist vt^rs^, '^ And there are aCso uiuiiy other ihiiiga 
which Jcdus did, the which if tbey should b& nritteo gvl- 
one, " / Jiiyjyj(*.sc thnt even the world Use!/ could not c&ataiH 
baiil's ifiut skoiib! he wn'fli'n." 

This is what in vulgur life is called a tlivvipT ; that is, 
only a lie, bo.t a, lie beyond (be line ol' pot-nibility ; V.'i'idt* 
whicti i(. ia an absurdity, for if tbey should be written iu the 
Worldj the world would eonlain them. — Here ends the ei- 
amin&tion of tbe passages Ailed propbecies. 
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I HAVE tinw, reader^ gone thrflngh and examintd all thff 

pa:3dii{rcs wbirh the four books of ^iutJlicw.'WurJr. Lulcp, Qwi 
Joha, nuoiti fnini tho Old Teetnmpnt, and call ilicm proplmiia 
of Jwiis Cliriitl. Wlien I fir^t nat down tit ibl* rsiiiiilKiilinti, 
I cspcftt-d to find (.'umso for Bome cpneiirci but. litLlr diit I 
expvct \o lind Ihuiii so inn-rly dwlilute of truth, and of iD 
prvivashiis to it, as I Ua\u bUuwn tbciu to be. 
3^'he pmcticG which. tUc nr'iV&ia ol l\LOfft>sci<k& %^*jitay lantf 
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ore fnTm llian it ia absurd. They state somo trifling case 
person >liey call Jcshs Christ, uml iIwq cut out a seiiten 
no naval {iiLs&iigc uf tbij Old Teadrniont, and cull it a pn 
(ecy of [IJat eusv. But Tflicn (he wonia thus cut out 
Bl.oreil to ibi! pliiM tLey are tak^n from, and reu,d with tho 
Jrds befurc and after them, tliey give the lie to tlie N«w 
psttiiin-'uL A abort instance or two flf this will suffice for 

whole. 
Tlipy uiiiltc Joseph to dream of au iiogel, who infOTraa hi: 
iat Ilerod ia dftitd, find tells him to cotne with the child o 

Egypt. They then cat out n. senteDce from the book o£ 
losea, " Out "/ E'jf/pt have I cailed m^ Sou," and apply it 
. u prophecy in ihtit cusre. 

'Xh^e worde " And i-n/kd mi/ Son out of Effifpt" are in the 
ibb ; — but wLiut nl that '{ They are only purt of a passage, 
id utit a whole pa-Mpagc, and slauJ iimiiediatcly coDoected 
with oiher words, whiuL thow they refur to thu children of 
Isritti! cotiiijig out of Egypt in the time of Pharaoh, aiid to the 
idotutry iJicy coiniii i LtciJ ufEerwards, 

Ag-Jin, (hey tell us that wben the soldiers came to brent 
legs uf ibo crucified persons, they found Jesus was alrcii-dy 
\A, au>i thofeforc did imt breuli hia. They then, with soaio 
?mliiin i)f the ongiiiAJ, cut out a sonteac-fl from Exodus, " a, 
Vin^ uf him shall jtot be hroknn," aad opply it aa a propbe 
of lliat ciisc. 

The Words, " Kerlhcr shall he Ireah a hone thereof" (for 
th*y have ulturcd the text) are io the liible — but. what of 
that? Tlioy are, aa in the foiiiior cuaCj only part of a paasagBj 
and not a ivhule jiassugc, and when read with the words they 
avi iiuiucdlutcly joined to, sliow it is the boii>ea of a he-lutub 
a be-goat of which tbe pasen-go ppcakg. 
[These repeat<:d fi)rgerii'a aid falsihcations create a well- 
iodi.'d euKpidon, thut all (be cases spoken of cuBceroiug tbe 
person called Jesus Christ are i.iadr. atwi, oti purposing to lug 
in, ndrl ibat very clumsily, Botuo broken sentences from tha 
Old Testaoient, mid apply t.beni as pvopliL'ctes of thoee eases; 
hild that 80 fur from his W'ing the Son (if Sod, he did not 
{ixisC even as a uiun — th^t he is WHTcily au imaf,^ aary or 
!;t»'ical ehnractcr, as Apollo, Hcrouk's, Jupiltir, iiud all the 
jes of auiii^uil^ were. Tliete is no 'b.va\.oi;;j -^t^i-Wa -oS^ 'ihua 






^^H Jesna Chrnt h wiixl to Imro YiVf4 that vpotka af tH 
^^HtenuD of Buuli a porflon, ctcd as n man. ^M 

^^■Hd wc fiuiil in :iny otlirr h/>ok protcmling to give a sjnt^H 
^^Hrolig'ion, the rui4r_'linr>ilR, fnbil>[ui<i»iiij, cii^nlrii'iiirlionfl, s^H 
^^Rurditirs, n-hicli tLrfl lo be mH willi in nlin'^st every fiigc ^f 
^^K Old and New 'IVstnTnciit. till the pnc&ls oF tliu pn'scnt d^H 
^HiD guppi'iscd thcmecltCG L-npable, would -triumpliiinlly ghi^| 
^Htiir skill iu enticiHiii, Tiiid cr^ H down a» u most glaring im- 
^nBifioti. But Biacc the tooks in (|iicMiria bdntig to ib^ir own 
^HS'd'O and profession, tUpj, cr at lie^Kt many of theiu, seek 
^HtL^e BV'Crj/ inquiry ioto tlieiu, and ahnsc tboso wLo liuve 
^■loncstj and the courage to do it. 

H WbttD a book, lis is tb'e caay witb the Old and New Te 
■mcDt, ia ushered into tbe world imdiir -tbe title of being 
■ Word np God, it ought to ha cxauiined witli the utni{ 
V etrietnesjf ia order to kniw if ii bua a well-founded elalm | 
I that tide or not, and wh(it:iii3r we ^ire or are not impoeed upf 
I for aa no palson is ao dangermis as tiiat wbich poisoua 
I pliysic, so no falsehood ik bo fatal &b that 'which ta itutde i 
' article of faith. 

This -exuaiiaatioci becomes more Dccessary, because wli^ 
tiie New Testament wna written, I might Bay lavcatcd, tbfl 
art of printing was not fcnijwii, and there were po otder copies] 
of the Old Testament thun written copies. A writtea copy] 
of that book would cost about us much sia six hundred cum-, 
mon printed bibles aow cost. Conaixptcntly it waa in thi 
bauds but of very few persona, and these chiufly tff IIjh (.■liurd 
Thia g.*vc au !>|>porluii5ty to the writ«T9 of (be New T^ataiuciJ 
to make f|uotiitions from tbc Old Testntiirnt as tbcy pIcaaM 
and call theni prophecies, with very littlo danger of belt 
dotccited. Bcaijca which, the terrors and iiif|ui8itoriaI for 
tbs church, like wEiat they tell us of the flainiug BWnrd 
turacii evfiry way, stood seiitry ovt;r the New TaBtutueut ; 
time, whicb bring:9 everything else to hgbt, htus Borvedi 

rickcn the darkness that guards it from deteclJOD., 
Were the New Testament af>w tn appear for the first tiJ 
every priest of the present day wouSd exmiiiiic it line by 
and compnra the ilclaebeil BOTiifnces it ca!b>ii prophct'ics 
Hhfi whole jiiiJisages in the Old TcslamGul from wbnnre 
! takm. ^ IVLj tlien do ikeif nol make lUc same cSLimiBj 
tbia time, as they wouU oxaVe WA. vUis "^ww "S« 



' nevM appeared before ? ' If it be proper and rigbt in nrnka I 
JD gnc case, it is cqpally proper aod vi^ht to do it iu tliu otl _ 
case. Leugtb of time cun make tig different in tli« riglit to 

•do it at any time. Bat, instcud of doing tliia, they gu cm att 
their prcJe^essofs went on before them, to tell dm poojilo 
tecre arc prophecies of Jesus Ciiriist, when llio truth bb tliorfl 
are none. 

They tcU lis that Jesna rose frora the dead, and asccndiid 

into Leaven. It ia very easy to say bo ; a. groat lie ia ns easily 

told ft3 a little ono, But if ho had done so, those would hiivy 

been the only drcumetaiicea reepeoticg him that would havo 

diffH^rcd front tlia common lot of man; aadj consequently, tho 

Quly ct^e that would uppiy exctcsivcly to him, as prnphccy, 

^—Vould be aome puBsagtt ia the Old 'i'cetumcni thut foretold 

^^kich things of him. Bat there is uot a pa^gnge in the Old 

^^yestament that spculis of H pt-rson, who, ni'ter being crucified, 

dead, and bunted, should rise froni the dead, and ascend into 

heaven. Onr pmphecj -mongers supply the ailence the Old 

Testament guards upon such things, by telling U9 of 'paami^en 

they call prophecies, and that fulaely so, about Joseph's drcanij 

old clothes, broken bcnes, and sueh like trifling stuff. 

In writing upon this, as upon every other subject, I speak 
alaognage full aad inti^IHgihle. I dpal not in h\i\ta and iuli- 
f*'""" I hare aeveriil reasons for this : First, that I may 
be dearly unOerstood. Secondly, that It may be seen I am 
ia euii€sc. Aud thirdly, because it ia tm a£roat to truth lo 
Ireat fiUsebood with eomplaisaQce. 

I will cIoK this in^ti£e with a sahject I have already 
hMcbad opon in the Fir^t Fart of the Jye nf Heaton. 

The wwU lia? been amowd witb the t^nn reieal^l rdi'ijion, 
Wd Ifcc |(meraljly of prieste apply this term to the buuki 
<ftllnl die Old and >'eH Testament. The NahotncUns apply 
ife auks term to rhe Koran. There is no man (hat belieres 
{■ ruTBihJ rdi^oo BtroDger llun I do ; but it is not the revo- 
mi of tlw OU a&d Stm Tesument, nor of the Koran, thai I 
i Bg l ufj vnb t^ mred title. That which ia revetatioa lo 
cxiafai ta a—Llfciog wbJcii do boman niBd can ioTODt, bo 
■1 oniaterldt or alter. 



^^Ap VWrf */ CTorf » tbe Crtatitm we bebotd > and thb w«c^ 
^^^BMwlrib to aaa «U ikitk is ummBm Vje «& Vk^JvH 

^^^M M ■ i'l ^^B 



Dfi we wnnt to floniernplate bi^ power? "We Sfc it in 
inujL'neiily of liis tircatioti, 

To we waiit to wntcuifilafc Kis wi^dnm? Wc see it ia t) 
icliangoaliW onler hy ivbiuli tlie iiicunipreucasiU'C nliule 
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governed. 

Do we want to onnffraplnle lis tilonifieence? We 
the aWiiiJ;iiice witli wliicli Im filU llic carlli. 

Ho ff.- w:iiiL to <;oiitcui[>l;ire his mcrcv ? We see it rn 
not wftdhmlding that nbiindaiiicp, ev-cn from llio unthniikl'ul 

Do wo wuiit. t(i couieuiphitu hia will, so Sav iia it res 
man? Tlie poorlnc-^ he bIiowb to all, ia a lesson for our 

ct tn eiicii olbtT. 

In Gtiu — Do VL- wiint^ to know what God is? Search not 

m bimk callr;)! the Scripture, wliich itn^ hiiman hand tnif^ht 

ke, or aii^ im^^i^stcr invent j Lul the efripturc lulled the 
ircntinn. 

AVheii, ia tlio first pert of the Age of Hciisnn, I culled tbe 
Irealiim this trvui revelation of Guil lo nian, 1 dij not know 

nt any "^lljcr ptTsriu hml wxprca^cii the intuit iilen- But I 
ately intL with the writinga uf Doctor Ccmycrs Miiidlci 
publi^liod Iho begin ni tig ijf last cctitiirj, in whiiiii he oxpro 
LitiiHi^lf iti llie sumi! uiiiuni^r with respect to the crentiou, a: 
have done hi ibc Ajre nf Rctiann. 

lie was priiidpiti librnrian of the UDivcrsity uf Cara*hndg^ 
in Enplnnd, vMch furnished liini wirh estfnsive opporliiuiti» 
of rciiding, rmd nect-ssfirily rt-tjuiricd he abuiild be wcl! ac- 
qufiititod with ibc dead as wnll as the living langungea. Bft 
WHS a man of a HtrnDg origitml ujin^ ; bad the cnurage to tbi 
for bititwelf, lUid the honesty to speak h\s thoughts. 

He tiiiidc a journey to Itome, frpin whence be wrote letters 
to show ijiat t!ic foriuis and cereinonies of tbo Romish Christi 
Cliureb were taken fi-ntn tbe di'^eneriite state of the heat 
Mythology, us it stiHxI in the laKcr times cf the Clrceks ai 
Bouiana. lie iiltutUed without eerpuioiiy ttie inirHcles wh 
the thureh pretend lo pirlorni ; and in one of his Ircatist-s, 
calU the crcarinii a viiJatian. Tbe priests of England of thnt 
day, in order \n dofend their citiidel hv fixsl; defending Jt>i ou(- 
worka, altat'kcd Liiiii for atturkiiig the il'umtin eeroinunios ; autl 

e of them eensurcs bim for culling the creation a rcve\lati^ 
'e tbaa replies to hitn : 

One of tbvm," says Ue, "u.p'peaTa U >i(; w».B.^A%-Ma.>»^ 
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ilio of nvelnlton, wliicb I liavc given to tliat tliscovcry wti'3 
God made of liiiusolf io tlio visiljle work-* uf Lis L-n-uriiiii. Yut 

13 no ot.hcr than what thi? wisi! m all n^os liuvi* \:\\<fn Io 
_rho oonsitler it aa tho rnoet jLalht-nlic jind iiKJisputnVilo revel 
tion wbich Got] liaB ever frivcH of liirioulf, t'min \\\\\ Iteyitiiit 
of the wt>rld tu tliis diiy. Jt was tliiti by wliii-li ilit.! firKt ej 
of him waa rovRak'i] to Ibc iiibiiljitattts of tbe cai'tli, and bj" 
wbic)i alone h iins buen kept up ever since uuiuiig ttie Kortm 
nations of it. From ilus tho rt.-asnii of iimn wns cniibkd 
truce oat bis Quturc iind ^.ttrlbuti;^, uuc!, by u ^uduul dcdut^-tii 
f qonser[QeiiCCS, to Icam bis own Tiriturc al^n, witli all tho da 
es beloogiiiff to it which relafp i'ilbcr to (.iod or to bis fc'llow- 
reatores. Tliia constilntioii of things was ordained by <jiid, 
an universal Inw ui- rule of ^londuct to m:iii— tbc source of nil 
his k Q owleclgi; — the test of all truth, by wlili.'b all subseCjUenti 
vclutiotis, wliich are supposed to Einve been gix-en by God m 
,y other niantier, must be tried, nnd oimnot be rt'coived aa 
ivioo any further tbiin as they tire found to tally and coiuGida 
Wltb tkia orijiloal siiindard, 

"It WU3 this divine biw wbidi I referred to in the pui^snga 
[bove rf!<!lted (uiL-aning rlie prisiJU^e mi wlikb tbcy hiid altin'kt-d 
[, beinj^ desirous to cxcit*! ttie reader' tj atteaiiou to ii, as it 
euablti Lira to judge more frovly of the argucDCtit I waa 
SocDipg- For by coutcmpliLting tbig law, be wonld discover 
tbe gefluiue way wliicb Uod biuisolf bas uiurkcd out to us for 
tbe acquisitJQU of true knowledge; not from the authority or 
r»?pnrlB of oitr fellow-creaturea, but from tbo intbrmatiou of 
tbe facts and rnatflrial objects whicli in his providential distri- 
bution of worldly things, be balii presented to tbo perpetual 
observation of our sensea. For ns it was from these that bis 
existence and nuturi^, the m^st inipOTtaut article's of all know- 
ledge, wcri! tiryt disiiovcred to man, ao ihat grand discovery 
furnijjiicd new light towards tracing out tbo rent, and made all 
the inferior stibjnetsof human laiowlcdgQ more easily disco- 
ViM^blti to us by the sumo method. 

" I httvl another view likewise^ in tbe same passages, and 
ippiicablo to ibo paiue end, of giving the reader a more en- 
Tged notion of the (jucsteon in di-^pute, whc, by turning bis 
ghlH to roD«ct au tbe wutks nf tbo dreator, as they ai'e 
il'ottd to us in Ibia f^bviu i.S vVw viw\i, twAi. wA. S^^ii^Xft 
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to tie iDBJesty of bis oaUiiej currying will] them llie 

of tEieir qrigiu, aud showinif tLcmsulvcs to iro iLc produc 

of an all-wise nnil Almiylil_v being; lutd by utiJUBLDtuing 

mind to Llieso BuUiuie rLfk-ttious, he will he pr<;ptirc(l lo d«l 

mine, irlittlbor those iniraoiili-ua iDterposinona so ooflfidcntly 

alBriiH3<l to us bj l!ie priiuilivt? fathersj tan reascDably bi 

lLou^IlE to mtikc a pnrt in tlic grand fcli«me of the dirino 

vdiniutstrittion, or Triictbcr it be agrcciiblc that God, wlio 

creiitol all tbiogs by UJa will, and can g^ve what turn to them 

^^lie pleasfls by tbc Biiinii wiUj should, fur ibe particulur pur- 

^Ktoscs ol' bi^ goverrjiQcnt ood tbc services of tlie cburcb, 

^Kaearend to the ej-p'j^li'jHt o/ vUio/is ujiii rcvtbitiuiigf f^raoted 

^Momt^tipiC'S to boys fur the irtatructi'iii, vf ilie elders, tind somc- 

^Htimcs L(j wdiuGU io settle the fiishiuu uud luu^tb cif ih^ir VL'ilir, 

^BbdiI BDintithucts to pastnru of the i-liurcH, to onj'uiti thoin to 

^"'Ordilia OHU njiHi a lenjtarer, auotbor a pricBt;— or tlint 

^Louid etdtt^r a prufitMnm of utiraclos urniicid the sXAka 

martyr, yet all of tbcm Vniu niid iusiguiGcnn^ and with' 

any 9CDsiblii effect, oiilior of pre-seTviog the life, or caaing tbe 

enfferiBga nf the saint; or even of morlifjEng hia pcrsceuton!, 

who wcrc! always Jcft-to enjoy iha full liininph of liieir cruelty, 

and tbfl piior luartyr to expire in a niiacnble dcatli. Wlien 

tLeae thiiijra, I tay^ ure brought tii tliu original Ic?it, and cmu" 

pared iTLth tbn g-cnuino imd jiidiKpuiitUi: works of ihu Cruat^H 

Low niiiiate, bcw tritiiii^, hnw cmittJtiipUblii miist tlicy be l^| 

and how iDorudibk rnvml it be ibouj^bt, thut fur thu tEiHtme- 

tiu'Q uf his cliui'uli, Uod slitjuld uiupluy luujistcis su [n'ccariuu?, 

"uueiitislautory, und ii3udt'<^U4lo, hs tltv eci^lA^it^s i.T wuuivd mid 

b*iys, and the visions of intoreated prlL'sls, wliieh wltu <1o- 

ridiid ut the very tiiQ^Q by men of sense to nhoui Ihoy 1>^| 

proposed ! ^| 

"That this universnl kw (enntinuos MiJdlcton, meimiiig 

the law revealed in ihc works of the (.Tealion) wtis att 

^■icvealyd to the h^^Litheii world long befopo tUo gosj^L-l 

^■^DowQ, we learn from all the printipal sngcs of aniiq 

^nrho made it the Ciipilid subject of their sttidii'8 and wnlio, 

^^ *' Cicero hiis jpTcu us a shurt iibatraet of it iii a frag: 

atill rctuuiuii)^ from nu« of hiu hooktc on govcr-nui'.'iiC, wlii 

fb^iJJ herii truuscribe in hii> own wordii, aa they wi]l illuht 

^^j' seusti alsOf in (be piii^sagcs V\iiLt o^^im^t %a durk and dan* 

?as to iuj HutflgOQiata."' 
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"TtiG true law (Hays (Jjecro) 'm riglit rrjiaim conformubiu| 
tlia niiture <jf thiiitrs. coiisluiil^ tiliLTiiril, LlilfiisL'tl tlinjiiL'li al 
wbiuli culls U9 to (iuiy by coiuoiuiKLiug — cJelcrs usi t'niia hlT 
by forbidriiog; wLIl-Ii uevor bsca lis mfluotiiio wilSi tlie good, 
nor ever pa-atrwa U with Hm wicla'ti- Tbis law caoDot bo 
ov^THileJ by any ulb-LTj nnr ibrogatcil in wLole or in pi-ftj 
□or fiiu wo bo wbsolved (tooi it eitber by tbe senate «r hy thei 
ponfilc ; nor arc we to soak any othei- cnDinieiit or inl-erpreler^ 
of it but itself; nor can tlicrc be nne law at Ilnme and anot1i«r 
all Athens— One now and anotlicr licreat'ler; but lh& saiue 
eli^rniil iniiDUtabIc law eouirhn-hoii'ls all natinna nt all times, 
utiJer one common master and govcrtmr of a]l — ^Gtiii. He ia 
the iuTctitii'r, propoundcp, tiiaetcr, of tlils law; iind whoever 
will not. ohay it must fir^ reDouiicL'- himself and tbrow uS tlie 
iiuiurti of man; by dniug wbii'li, he will sufl'cr tlie grea.tcat 
puiiiahiiicutP, ttiough b<! sboiiid escape al2 the othtjr turmcLta 
which ure oi/romcnly hcUovcd to bo prepiircd for tho wiokod," 
\larc enda the cjuotaticin from Cicero, 

" Our Di'ctors (couticiueg Mi^Jdleton") perbap? will look on 
tbig as RANK deesm ; but let tboai cull it wbat they will, I 
gbull tivur avow and defeud i£ as tbG fundamental, cs^eutiuJ, 
ntid vital p:irt nf all true religion." Ilcro enda ihu i^uoluliaD 
from JJiddlflon. 

I h.ivc bcTO f^ivcn die reader two 3ubtim& cxtraflff? fnim men 
who lived in nges t>f time fur reinole from ■g.icIi otbcr^ hut who 
thouf^ht alilfc- Cicero lived before the tiojp tn which they tell 
ns Christ wtiB bnru. Middlfton may be called a nuin of our 
own timn, as he Hvud within the eauie century wilh <;ursotvB8. 

In Cicero we 3cg that, vaat superiority of wiud, tliut subUia- 
ily of right renfoniiiK and jnstncfia cf ideas wliicb niiui acf|ujrQa, 
not by Elu<.)yiug Biuks and Tosdinieiilg, und the thoobigy of 
echopi?, built tbeioiin, but by atndyiiig tbe Creator in the ini- 
piCDSLty iitid unch.-ingcable order of Wis cre.ition, and the 
iniEDUtuhility of Ilia law. " TJiei-e cannoi," Buys Cicero, "be 
oue /tiw iinw, and finnlhrr hfmnj'lur ; hnl thi; ((ime eternal 
immnJ'if'f'' i/iw aihifuxliruifx tdi nalioux, nt irtl times, nnifer 
(Jar ciinimon fiiiinlrr ami 'joi'criiOr oj' <iJJ — Goti.'' But aecor- 
dttig to iht; duciriiic of ecbnuls wliieli priests hiivo net up, we 
fwe one law, called tbe Old Tcslaraeiit, given in ono oge of ihe 
w«rid, and aaoihcrkw, calk-d the NaMi T>;v,'.a.TOt^'oX, 'e?if>a."-TO. 
^^aothtrr age of llw world. As aW l\i\9 Vs c^i\iW^\^'y«"^ '^ '>lo*>J 



eternal immntoble nature, and tLa nTicmng and nnchai 
wisdom of God, we rnuet be compelled to hold ikh dacLriiio to 
he false, and the old Qud Lbc new lavt, chilled the Old and tbo 
New Tc@ta»)i!ut, to he impositiuDs, fubles, and forgoried. 

In Middlctou, wc see the umoly eloquecce of au GDlarg>ctI 
miud, and tho gonaine eeatiiuentft of a fruc believer ia tis 
Creator. Instead of reposing Lis faitli on books, b; wlmtcrer 
natuo they may b& caHed, wbether Old Teatament or Hew, bo 
fixes the e!reM,tioii aa tLe great ortginal at.ind.ard by wliicb every 
other thing culled Hie word, or work of God, is. to be tried. 
In thi& wc huve an mdisputublg sciiJg, thereby to measure 
every word or work imputed to bini. If the thing so imputed 
carries not iu ilaelf tho evidence of the aatne Al Mightiness *f 
power, of the SAmc unerring truth and wif^dom, and the aaioe 
unchangeable order in all tta parl^, ag are visibly demonstrated 
to our senBes, and comprehensible by our r«asoQ^ in llie magni- 
ficent fabric of tha universe, that word or that work U not of 
Gnd. Let tlien Uic two books called tho Old and New Testa- 
ment he tried by thia rule, and the result will be, that the 
authors of thcui, whoever tUoy were, wiil be convicted of 
forgery- 

The iuvaria.ble principles, and unchangeable order, which 
regulate ttic raovowicnta of all the parts tHat couipos*- the 
univcrs*, demonstrat* both to our sfiu&es audi our reasuu that 
its creator is a God of unerring truth. IJut the Old Testsinniut, 
besides the numberless, absurd, and bagatelle etorie.s it Lells pf 
God, represents him as a G^d of deceit, a God not to be con- 
fided in. Eaeltiel makes Hod to say, cb;ip. 14, ver. 9j " And 
if tlie prophet be dceuived wlun lie hath spnkcn a ibing, I, 
tfu: Lon!, haire deceived that ]rri>iihcl," And at theSltlh tliap- 
ver. 25, be m:»kes God iu epualiiag of the eiiildren of Ismel 
to say, " TI7tE' (■';/(.' re 1 tjnva th'"m Khiiii/i-s ih'it were not (fooit, 

Thia, so far from buiag tliu word of I iod, is horrid Idoaphcmy 
agaioat him, Kcudtr, put tby conlideaco iu thy Gt>d, aud put 
QO trust iu ibe HiblL'. 

Tho panie Old TLsliuiient, iiftcr lellin^ us ihat Ood vreatvd 

the heavens aud rhe t'jrilt lu ej^ il.iy.^, uiuSlcd the ^iiuie aliMi|;h(y 

pawiT utid ttcrniif wi^dnui Dirif-biy iijwlf in friviiig dtri'ii;..'!- 

bow a pricst'n t;urin<'iitri sbcut^A W tii\t, atnl what sort m ■ 

tlsejr should be made of, ttT\i\ v\\aX vWvt tffitY«i«j Avv,-*'^ 



^ jwple, and scaric , 

aad Sne linen, iind goats' hair, and ruim' »kins iljed red, imi 
biidgcr skios, i&c, cLaj). xxv. Ver. 3; Qnd in one of the pre- 
icnded ptnsptiecics I have just csainincd, God is mfide la givo 
directions tiow they Ghould kill, cook, and eiLt a. hc-lamb or a 
he-goat. And Enefcicl, chap, iv., to fill up the nienaure of 
aluominable abaurdily, makes 0«d to order him t-o take "jtlwat, 
and barley, and heant, and ietiiUrs, and mith-t, wid jitcfien, 
and mn/ic a loaf or a laks thereof and bake it iciih hu- 
vinn duii'j andeaC'it;" bub as Ezckicl couipkiDed thiLt this 
niesB w^9 Iqd strong for his stomaGEi, the matter was cocnpro- 
mised from iuud'b dune to ci>w dung, Ezcfciel, chap. W. Ooui- 
paro dll this ribaldry, Tlaspheniously culled the word of God, 
with the Almiglity power that created ihe universe, and whose 
eternal wisdom directs and gOTeroa all its mighty movcmettta, 
and W6 3ha.ll be at n. 1os9 to find a name aufficioDtlj contempt- 
ible for it. 

In the promises which the Old Teatatncnt pretends that 
God made to hia people, the same derogatory ideaa of him 
prevail. It makes God to prOTnise to Abraham, that his seed 
should bo like the stars in Leayca and the Band on the aca- 
ahore for midtitude, and that he would give them the land of 
Canaan as their iuheiitance for ever. But observe, reader, 
bow the performance of tliiii promise was to begin, aadl then 
ask thine own reason, if the wisdom of (lod, whose power ia 
etjual to hiii wiH, could, consiEiteDtly with that power aud Uint 
I wisdom, niako such a promise. 
^^H Tiie performance of the promise was to begin, according tO 
^^Kat bouk, by four hundred yi^ars of bondage and afilictioQ. 
^^■eaeais, chap, xv, ver 13, "And God iaid unto AhrfjJiam, 
^^K»ow of a surety, that thy need sKaU be a strani/cr in a land 
that U not theirs^ ami nitall sr.rr:c tJn'm, (rnd th^.i/ sliaU ajfikt 
t/itfm frmr hundred ycara." This prouiiae then to Abraham, 
ftod hia seed fur ever, to inborit the land of Canaan, hitd it 
been a fact instead of a fable, wau to operate, in the eommence- 
nicnt of it, na a enrse upon all the people and their children, 
and their cUildreD's childrcu, for Eu'ur hundred years. 

But the case is, the book of Genegia was written after the 
ladnge in Egypt had takou place ; and iu order to ^^ft*., \.\4 «t 
Jjegnici; I'f !\i€ Lord's cbustti "[JtoipVc., aa ftife^ t^^^'^^i^'^ 
hcittgiii hoQ'Ssgii to tbcGenVi\«,tW^ TciiJtc. Qi^aWs^ 
t.—t2 




2 



i 



author f>? il, and iinnt^s it as a cori(]iti< 
IHMiriiso ; as if (rU'Jf in making tliat iimmlw', liiul exvi-'L-du'l 
power iu pyrfurnnii^ it, nnij conserjtifiLlJ)' liis wiwJnm iu nialii 
it, nnil yfus ul'liged lo cuiiiprciniiscj with ibuui fur tme buff, ui 
witb Cbfl U^ypiiiiDS, to wliom tbej were to btj in buuiljge, 
the other !i:ilf. 

Without itcgrailing my nvfn reason bv bringing l.tosp wrpl 
fifl and onntcmptiblc talcs iolo a fotnparntive view, witb 
AlitiigKiy power and eternal wi,-!i]om. wtinh the Creator h 
demonstrated to out senses in the crcutJon Ctf lliii universe, 
■will confine myself to say, tliut if wg compare them wilb tlio 
divine and forcible flentiiuenta of Ci«crn, the result will bi 
that the human niind hns deguncratcd by believing ih 
i^^Mau in a state of grovelling euperstitiun^ from which be 
not courage to rise, loses the entrjiy of big mcntJil powers. 

I will not tire tbe leader witH more obaervutiooa on tbe 
TeslnmcDt. 

As to the New Teatxirent, if it bebrong'bt nnd tried by tbat 
standard, which, aa Miildtetou wisely snys, CJnd Ii:is r^-veHied 
to our seuaes, of his Aitnlifhty power nnd wisdani in the cr«»- 
tion and goverument of tbc visible uuiveiae, it will be tWud 
cqu!illy as false, paltry, and Absurd, os the Old. 

Without entering, in this place, into any otbcr argument, 
that the story of Christ h oF bumsn invention, and not of 
ditiue origin, I will confine myaclf (o show that it is deroga- 
tory to Gnd, by the contrivanco of it ; because the inenna 
Biipposes God to nut:, arc not adequate to the end lo he obta: 
ed; and thcreforo are dorngatory to the Almightineas of 
power, iind the eternity of hia wisdom, 

The Now Testament supposes that God sent his Sod upon 
earth lo make a new covenant with man, wfiioh tbo chnrch 
calls (he ronrtitmi t>f Grve, and to instruct mankind in a new 
doclriTie, vrbicb it ealla Fuilh, meaning tbercby, not faltb 
God, for Ciuero and all Ime D*Jsls always had und always i 
have tbi3 ; but fai(h in the person called Jesus Christ, and 
whoGTcr had no^t this faith should, to use th<! words of 
New TcBtauient, be DAMNED. 

Now, if thig were a faet^ it 13 consistent with that attribi 
. of God, cul\ei\ hia G'.'U'iii'-sn, that no time should be Inct 
Jeiting poor -aufnTtnujitG limn Utio-w \l', av^*a '.Unt g^ood 
.ms united to Almighty power, 'J.ud Oi»l ^o'Kfti: W Kai' 
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ntn, all tfie mcjina eitislci] in llif! liand nf tlie Cti'iilor to 
kt it. liiioffti iimiuilmrijly <iv*T ilu'wliolo turlli. iu a luii li- 
ner ^uitiiljl<! hi the Alini^iitinesB of iiiis divhjQ iiu'urc, uud tvjtli 
evitlcuc'c that wJuM nut leave «<un iu dyulit ; ftir k ia always 
itR'UiiibijClt QpOD U9, iq :iill cu^eg, Lq bcOisA'c tint the Alriii^Iily 
ulwajs nets, not by inipert«ct niesTJS as iiupcrfcct iiian iirta, 
but (.■niciisleiitlj witii Ilia Alniiglilinosa. It !s this only tli;it 
can Iwpoiiie tbe iufiiHihle critcriiiii by whicli we c;iil puasibi 
liistinguisb the works of God from the ftotks of man. 

Obaerse iiow, rciuler, how the comptLiiaon betweeu tho sn 
led mission of Christ, on the helicif or disbi'lief of which 
ey Bay man was to be savftd or darauccl — observe, I say, ho' 
the comparison between thbi aud the Altiiifihty power am 
wiailom of God dtimociBtruted to our scuses la the vielblo en 
tion, goes on. 

Tho Old Teatamcnt tdla ua that God created the henven* 
aud iha earth, and tvcrytbing thereiu, in six days, Tbe term 
six 'htifn is ridieulona eiiongli whey applied to God; but leav- 
ing out that nhsorditj, it goulaios tha idea of Almighty J>owor 
acting uriLtedly with Almighty wisdom, to prodiico nti iluinCDSe 
work, that of the i-re&tiuii of the uuiverse and e very tbiug there- 
io, in ii short time. ^^fl 

Now aM tbc eternal stilvBtion of man is of much great.e^^| 
uportunce than his creatioD, und as that ealvation depends, ' 
_ tin.' Now Teatatnent tells ua, on man's knowled^^o of, nod 
belief in, the person called Jeaus Cbrirt, it ncccssariiy foUowa 
fiiiBi our belief in the goodness and justice of God, aud our 
knowledge of his aloiighty pn-wcf aud wisdom, a^ deinoo- 
Mnited in the ereation, tliul At-l, Tina, if tnie, would beniade 
kliuwn to all parta of tho world, in ajs little time, at least, 
waactiipluycdinaijikiog Mio world. To suppose ibe Alniigb _ 
would pay greater rejjaid aod atlnution to the crentioTi find of- 
gunixH.tiiiii of iniiniroale matter, than he would to the aalvjition 
of iDTiumcriible milliaiis of soula, which bimsielf bad created, 
'• u> the imc'jf fj/himicff," is to offer an insult to bis goodn 
Bad bin justice. 

Now oljserve, reader, how the promulgation of this pretend 
Ivalion by a ktiwwled;;e of, anil a belief in .Jesus Christ weat 
J, ceiiiffarL'd with the work of ereation. 

In ihe first phivc, if- took longer x'nuc to taaVe. t>. OkCA •vteaift^ 
sic tha vorltlf for niue ninulUa yie^o y^**«^ wsft.'S, 




totally !oat in a state oF pregnaacy ; which is more lit 
liiflfta lougor tiiiifi ihun Goil emplnyod in milking tlie 
according to the Bible aw^iuni, Hccnmily; several ypiir»af 
Chriet's fife \mK lost in a atate of buiuaii iiif:iti<*y. ^iir. tho 
oniTorse waa io maturity the tnDmetit it existed. Thirdly ; 
Chriat, as Luku asserts, waa thirty years old before hfi bugati 
to prea<:b what they call Lis miBsion. Millions of suula dkd 
in the meantime wittioat knowing it. Fourthly ; it was ubuTo 
three huodri^d years from that time before tbe book uallud ibe 
New Test^imeut wiis compiled into o written topy, bcfi>re which 
time there waR P-n guoh book- Fifthly ; jt was above a thou-' 
sand years after that, before it could be circulated ; because 
neither Jesaa tior his apostles bcid kuowlcdge of, or were in- 
spired with the art of printiog : and cnnscquently as the 
mcana for makioy it unipersally known did not exist, the 
tneans were not (iqual to the end, and therefore it ia not the 
work of God. 

I will here subj^iin the nineteenth Psalm, which is trnly 
deistical, to ahnw how universally and instantaneoualy the 
works of God make theoi-selvca known, eoiapanjd with thia 
prcjtfiDded salvation by Jcsua Chriat, 

Pealm 19th. " The heavens declare the glory of G'>d, 
and the &ruiamcDt showeth his baniiy work — Diiy unto day 
attereth speech, and night unto night show«tU knowledge — 
There is no apoeeh nor langaage where their voice is not beard 
— Their IIuq 1:8 goue out through all the earth, and their words 
to the end cf the world. In them hath he set a ehaniber for 
the Sun, which is as a bridegroom coming out of his eham- 
bor, and rejoiceth as a strong man to rue a ract^hia going 
forth ia from the end of the heaven, and his drciitt unto thd 
enda of it, and there is nothing bid from the heat thereof," 

Now, had the news of salvation by Jesus Cbriat been in- 

rficribed on the face of the Sun and the Moon, in cbaracten 
;tliai all nations wonld have understood, the whole earth had 
known it in twenty-four hours, and all nations would have 
believed it^ wlicruas though it is now almost tiro thousand 
years since, aa they telL ua, Christ came upon earth, not s 
twentieth part of the people of the earth hoow anything of It, 
ajjd iimoug those who do, th^ wiser part do not believe it. 
L I hare now, reader, gooe t\«ow^\i a.\\ vW -^-issagea called 
^^pheoics of Jesua ClirUl, tniBVa^Ti.v'&McwTiawi^'iiiia^ 
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I have osAiuioed t!io story told of Jesus Chriet, and eopi- 
parcd Ibe several circuaistauccs of it witlj tiuit rcvulatiun, 
"wl<i<i!i, iia Middleton wisely says, (jocL haa uiudij tp us of Ijis 
l'i>wer and WiJ^dom in the structure of the unherse, und Ijy 
whiclj CVeryttitDg aacribod tu him is to ha tried. Tlic result 
iSf that tbc stofy of Christ has not one trait, citbcr in its 
character oe ia the mcaus employed, that bears the kiist 
reaemblanee to the power and wisdom of Ooti, as demonstrated 
in the creation of the uniTersc. All tbe meiiiia are bumun 
means, slow, unciBrtaiD, and inadequate to tho aocompliahment 
of the God [>ro|)[)sed, iind therefore the Trhofu is a. t'lLbulona in- 
TentioD, and undoserviug of crodit. 

Tbe priests of the pruseut duy profess to believa it. Tbey 
gain their living hy it, and they esclaiui against g-nmethiug 
they call infidelity. I will dtfiiie what it is, JJn that bE- 
URVBS IK THE SrORT OF CnRTST IS AN iNFiPEt. TO tJoD. 

TifOMAs Pains. 
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APPENDIX. 



COSTRADTCTORY DOCTRIJTES IK lUE NEW TESTAMEf 

MATTHEW AND MARK. 



In the New Testament, Mark, cliap. xvi., ver. 10, it is ns 
"He tbat btlicvfith and h baptized shull be sarcj ; be 
belicveib not slmll be Juiuued," Q'liis is nuiklog solvation,' 
in otlier wnrJs, iJie bappioeaa of man aftpr this life, to depend 
entirely on believiitf^, or on wliiit Cbrii-liiiDJi call fiiitb. 

But thi3 '25lb L-ii:i[>ter of 7*Ae Grmpd nrrurtfimj lu Malll 

makes Jesuit Clinst Lo prpatli a dirccl. tOnlrarj doctni)« 

Th-e Gosp-:! iivruriiiixj ffi Afiivk; for it Kiakea saUaCiun, or 

itbc future biippinc^a of miin. to depend entirely? nn r/Ofnl 

B'Ji'/js; and tliosa good worka are not works diino to G-id, for 

lie needs tlictti nof, but gnoJ wnrka done to iiinn. 

The piiBsnge referred to in Mutihcw 13 ibe uccrmnt tlierfr 
given of wdul is called tbe last day, or the day nf jtidgmenl, 
wiiere tliQ whole wcirld is reprciicntcd to be ciividccl iuUi ivo 
parts, tbe li^litcous land tbe anrigbteous, melapLoricuily called 
tbe eAc'-^ mid the ijoaif. 

To tho one part, ciilled the nghteoa-s, Or the sbei?p, it savs, 
" Come, je He^Hud of uiy father, inlierit th« kingdom prepared 
fur you frOTil tbe begiimin™ of the world — for I wua an huai'ii'ivd 
and je gave niu meut — l wa.s cbirsly and ye gave me dnnk=- 
I Was a alruflgcr and ye tuuk me in — Niiki'd unil ye clmbed 
me — I was s^iok &nd yc viait{:d mt^~-I wus in prison and j9 
aame unto me. 
'• Thett ahall tbe riglit.C0Q3 aM'weT Win, ^'^l^ti LorJ, wbea 

Wfl tb^ an hun^ctei aui iei \ke«, at "Oow^Vj 'Wi^ ^ai. 
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tliee drink? Wteti saw we tbce ft atrangei" unA toot tlie 
or naked and eloLhed ihrc? Or when suw wc thco sick ntiri 
in prison, and cibiiie unto iheef 

'■ Aod tbe king sliall answer and eny unto them, Virifff 
snff itiiio >/oic, in as muck as t/t have done -it unla one of Qii 
Imiit o/rhesa mi/ hrt(hrr-n, i/n huvc done it wilo me." 

nera is notSiiDg about believiBg in Cbrist — iwtiiing ubout 
that pljaatara of tbu imagination called Faith. The irorka 
bere Efokeu of, ars works of hiLmnnity and boaevolouce, ni 
in other w<jr<3s, sn endoavour lo iii:Lko God's (ireation liappy 
lloru is nothing about preachiDg and making Jong prayers, us 
if God muwt be dictated tn by man ; uor about liuildini 
vliurclies and meetings, nor hiring priests tu pr.ij and preaul 
in th«m. Here la nnrhing about prode si [nation, that lust 
>rhic;ti some men have for damning ono another. Hflro ia 
nothing about baptist, whether by sprintcling np plunging, 
nor nbout any of tbose ccreraoniidg fur vhii^h the Christian 
church hag been fighting, pcreccutiiiff, and burning eoch otherj 
'•ver since the Cliriatian church begiiii. 

If it bo a.'fkcd, nhy do not prkutB pr'Sacli the doctrins cnn-' 
lained iu this chuptpr? The answer ia ca^^y; — tlicy are not'J 
fond of practisinj^ it tlicm^clvcti. It docs not iiuiwer for tbcir 
trude. They had rather gat than give. Charity with thuiti 
begins and ends at home. 

Had it been said, Vvme, ifc hk&sed, ^e have been Uhernl it 
payiMj the pre'fherv ff the -worii, fje hrtvi mntriimfc 
iarcfc!^ tujcarJs Jtu.iliitnfj c/iurrlica and ■m.eMiitij-hwiat'it, tucr 
is not a hired priest in Cliristundom but would have thundered 
it Mntinuiilly iu the darn of hie congregation. But as it is, 
altogether on good works done to men, the priests paas oval 
it in Bilcncc, and they will abuse me for bringing it iut 

DOticQ. 

Teomas Paine. 
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PRIYATE THOUGHTS 

OS i 

FUTURE STATE. 



1 n.WE Baid iu Iho first pnrt of the Age of Hcaauti, 
" I hope/or hrtppiurss afltr tJu-n I'/f." Tliis luipe 13 cmnfort- 
alilc to iiiCj mid I prusuritu doI. in gii Lejinid tlio t^omfortablc 
idea of linpe, witb reapeet to a future state. 

I (I'liisiiler itiysfllf \n tlie hands of my' Creator, nnA thnt he 
will diMpose of nic sifter tiiis life, cnnsiatmitly wirh liis jni^lire 
aud fiiuJncss. I Itiavc till tli;:.^^ oiutturs to bitn us my Crcatur 
and friend, smd I luilJ it to be pn^sum ption in iiiitri to mako 
on article yf faitli as to wbat tliu Cre4tur will do witli u^ hcro- 
afLer. 

I do not beliDTe tc-eaose a maa aud a woraiin mafco a o!iiIiJ, 
that tl iriiptiBes on tlio Creator Hie unavoidablHS obliyitioo uf 
keeping the being so made in eternal Biistenco hereafter. \\ 
is io liis power to do aO, Or not to do ao, and it is not in OOt 
power to decide wbitll bo will do. 

The book called thi! New Testament, wbicli I hold Io k 
fabuloiia, and huvc shown to he fulsc, gives an accoont in tbd 
25th chapter of Matlhew, of what is thi!re calliid the lust duy, 
or tbo duy of jiidgiiiciit. The whole woi'lJ, acnoi'diug Iu ihal 
occoant, is divided into two parts, the rightwoiis and l.bo uii- 
rigbti?ri«Si figunitivclj called the sticwp and thu gojits. TliBy 
are llnin to receive their ecnteoce. Ti> ihn oill-, {tgiiratin'I| 
calliiJ the plicop, it Buys, "Conic, yo ble^std of my FaltliWi 
iiiUorit the kins^'^u prepared for yon fr<iiij tlio foundation of 
ihii ivorM." To tbe otVt, &g,uTvi.uvoly t-nlled (he a"al«, ft 
aj>i, '* Dcpurt from me^ 51 cuvmwV, \w\.o eM«\a*>;-,.ui^Uw»pei 
ired for tlje devU audkis aag^As." ^ 



Now llic ease in, tbc wnrld eannot be thua divided — thq 
luoral world, like the pliy^Iivil worlJ, U com|)i)si.'i.l of tinmormM.^ 
degreia nf ctiui'nctrr. running impRr{!i.'j)l.ib]y ddc into tPic otiior, 
iti sueb a manner llitit no lixiuj pnjut. of divi;*i<)ij naii ha fyimd, 
in either,. That point \a oowbtTe, or is cverjwboro, Tlid 
whole world niiglit Ije divideil tulnj two parts nmuurioally, htim 
not na to mnira! character j aiid tberefortj tbi' nj<;t:i[ihtir of 
dividing thciu, an sheep and ^oats ciin be diviJed, wbog^ 
difference is marked by tb^ir eslema] figure, is absurd. AW 
sheep are slUl Ebiicp; all gnuts are istill gi)af.>4; it is tbds| 
plijsieal nufiire to be so. But one part of the world are noim 
ull good alike, nOr the otbcr jmrt ill wicked alike. Tlierii ar^ 
sonic ci'Ceedingly good; otlicra exceedingly wiefeed. There 
[3 another dcsci'iption of men who cannot b« ranted with either 
the one or the other — they belong neither to tba sheep nor 
she goats. 

J!y nwn npinion is, that tboee whose Urea have been f?pGiit ; 

doia^ good, iiud ondoavouring to infike their follow iiiortala , 
appj, for this is the only wuj in which we van acrvu God, ' 
'vjit/ bii hirpfy h-rcftfier ; nnd that ibo very wiuked will niBct 
with Boitie puLiisbnii^at. This ia my opinion. It is ■cnnsisti.'nt 
with my idea of God's jualieCj aod with the reason that God baa 
gtvcQ me. 

Tdohas Paine. 



EXTRACT PROM A REPLY 

TO THE 

BISHOP OF LLANDAFF. 



ie «xtr«ct from Mt. Pnine's reply ti> Wataon, Bishop of LlnniiB-ff, 
Lciven by Uini. not long bcfure lilq ilejiih, to Mrs. TiiliTier, wMow 
Ltliu Palmer. Us relamc<l tlic wurk entire, nnil tliercr<ire must 

tmustribctl this part, wliicli Wu5 TiTiuaUiil for him to do. Pro- 
f li* liii'l disco reretl prrora, wbicL hi; correclei! ic tkc copy, Mra, 
Lcr presented it to tbe Dclitor of n. peri4)dii:al work entitled tlia 
ipbilikUttiropiGt, publislicd in Nev York, ia whiiili it appoajred in 



GENESIS. 

ffB Bislif>p MLjB, " tte oldeM boot in the world is Gflne&is," 
I ia la-ere nssertiau ; lie offers no proof nf it, ancl I go to 
rovert it, and to sbow that the book O'f Job, wbicb is not 
ebrew book, but is a book of tlie Gentiles, tranalnled into 
Tew, is much older tkan tho book of G-enesia. 
be hook of CeD(!»i3 moans tfau book of GeaeTntions; to 
ih are prefixed two cbapte^s^ tbe first and serand, Tctiioh 
ida two different eosmugcitiics, tbat is, two different ac- 
its of the creation O'f tbe world, written by different per- 
, AS I have abowu in the preceding piirt of this work,* 
be first cosmogony begins at the fijrst verse of the first 
it«r, and euda at the end of the third verse of the secoiicl 
iter; for the adverbial conjunction thus, with ivhicU the 
nd chapter Legiua, shows thosu three veraea to belong to 
first chapter. The af^cond cosmogony begins at the fourth j 
t of the second chapter, and ^nds with. Kh.^\. tV.j.^^T. 




•fiefl Letter to Erakiue, pt^a IZ. 



OS.1 



In tlie first onRTnngony tto nn.n)o of Qod is used wS 
any epiihi't. jriiiicd t.o ir, unJ is rcpenrcJ tijirty-fivo liuicB. tti 
tluj soennd eoBmognuy it U alwaj-s \lu: LorJ God, vhith is 
repeated ulcv^n tiiiias. Tlcse twu diHert'iit sljlcs of txprpa- 
sioQ ahow tbese two chapiera lo be the Work of two liifFrrcnt 
persons, ciuil the coulradictisiDS tLcy coclaiii, slitn ilicy c-iui- 
not be the work of oos and Lite sumc pcraunj as I Iulvo olrcudy 
ehonn. 

Tte third cliapter, in whiuL the htjlc of Lord OoJ is con- 
tinufd iu every instance, except in tli« supposed coaverGjitiun 
l>etweeD the wornnii and the serpent (for iu every plyce in tliut 
chapter wlicre the writer s-pcaks, it is &lwisyH the Lnrd God), 
shows tlii* chapter to belong lo the se«Oa<i cosmngoDy. 

Thid cliupter gives an account of whnt id called the fall of 
Tnan, which is no other than a fnhle horrowed from, acd con- 
Biructed npon tbe rcdi^ion of Znroaster, or the Fersiaas, oi 
the fiUQunl progress of the euh through the twelve signa of the 
ZorJiiHj. It is the /till u/ (he ^car, tlie flpproath und cWJof 
wiater, anaounced by the aaceusion of the iiutaninal poDslcllfi- 
tion of the HKTp-'al of tho Zodiac, and not the moral j'uK of 
man, thut is the key of the uliegory^ aud of thi! fubli; to Geneuta 
"borrowed from it. 

The fa^li of man in Geoesis, is said to have beeo produced 
hy e/iliiiga certuin fruit, generally tiikeu to be an apple. "X^i 
faU of rlie year is the 8('asoL for gathering and eating the ne» 
Rpple:^ of that year. The allegory, therefore, holda with ffr 
epect tn the fruit, which it would not hato done had it brtO 
no uarly fluniiiicr fruit. It holJs also with respect to place. 
The tree is said to liiive been pLtecd iu the mitht of the gir- 
den. Bui; why in the miJst of the giirdeii more than uiij 
other place? The solution of the alluj^oiy pv.j8 the auswa 
to this r|ue6tinii, which i.«, that the fuEl of the year, whin 
apples a.ud other niitumciul fruits ure ripe, and wlicu days tukil 
Di<^hts urc of H]unl leogtb, is the mid-feason between suoiDier 
and winfer. 

It holda also with re?pert to clothing, and the tcm] 
of ihc air. It is eaid io (•etiesis, ch:ip, jii. ver. '2\, 
A'}(Xm (ifiif his vlfe (fitl ifiJ" J/itrtf iiiitl muke tcitl o, 
(fiitf chthed lltnn." But why are co.its of (ikins men 
This t^aoaot be imdcTflloaA ta xefeiTm^ to anyibiuy gf 
liure of moroi evil. Tbe wiVuVW ol vl&ft »\V-{.'^vj ^tia 
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(ite answer tn this nii(*slion, wliich is, that the evil af wintfT, 
wLich tullnws the fii /J nf thr tfir, fabalousl^ called in Genei " 
tho fall nf'mni\, iii-jltiis warm elotliiog necessary. 

But of these things I sbill speak fully when I catne io al 
other pitrt In tre:it. of \\f, an-eic-nt religion of the Pf^rsians, a 
comp.nre it with the moJurn religjo-n of the New Testament.' 
At present, I sha)l confine myself to the comp;irai.ivi; antiquity 
of the books of Geaesia and Job, taTdng, nt the Bame timer 
■whatfjver I may find in my way witli i-epptct In the fabiilous- 
iiBus of tlie boot of Uenesia; for if what ia called the fall of 
man in Genesis be fabulnus or allogorkal, that which is calJeJ 
the redcinpiluu iti the N'ew Testam^ut ciintiQt be a fact. It 
IS morully impossible, anci impossible also in Uie nature of 
Ihinjjs, (hat moral good van reduem pliysicat evil, I retB 
to the Bishop, 

If Genesis Lpj ns lEie Bishop aaserta, the oldest boot in tie 
■wur3d, mill, consequently, the oLIcst and first wnttcn book of 

e Bible, nnd if the cstriiordiniiry things related in it, such 

the criiatiixa of the world in six days, tJie tree of life, ami 
of good and evil, the story of Eve and the tdking serpent, 
tte fall of man and his boing turned out of ParadisPj were 
flict?, nr CTCU believed by the Jcwa to be fiicta, they would be 

fLTred to as fundiimeu t sil matters, aud that very frequcTitly 
ia the bnttks ol" tho Biblo that wcra written by various authora 
fti'ierwards; whoreaa there is not u book, chapter, or verse of 
the Bible, from iho time Moses ia said In have written the 
book of GenGsis, to tho book of Milachi, the last book in the 
Bible, including a epatce of more ilian .i thousand years, in 
which there is any mention made of iIipbd tbinga, or any of 
tlieni, nor are tliey so much an alluded to. How will the 
]{i)ihop solve this difficulty, which stunds as A circamstant 
COTitrnttiction (o bis assertion? 

There arc but two ways of solving it 

First, that thfl Iinok of Ijcnesia is not on «ticlent book ; that 
it has been written by soniu (now) iinknowa person lifter tho 
rpturn of tlio J^'Wii from ihe Ikbyloniaii t^apliviCy, about a 
'' . (nil yoard oftcr the liiN"! tliiit Moses is said to have lived, 
I ,lI 113 Ik prefuco or iiitroduutioa to iha other books, when. 

L iii^j' mere fvriocd into a cauoii m tkc limQ uf tb« second 
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temple, and tbcrefore, not having neisted bofor^Bal 
noni^ of thusH tLitigB irentioood iti it coulJ iio ftfurrvd to m 
tiiose books. 

SecL>ndI;, that udmUting Grenesis to have been written hf 
Moaeg, tkiQ Jews did not beljevt) the things stated ia it to lie 
truo, aud, tbert^forc, aa they coulJ nut refer to tliem as f!u:ts, 
thej would not refer to them as fables. The first of these 
»i:)lutio[i3 goes agningt tbc antiquity of the book, and Ibe 
second BgniDst its aatbeuticUj, and tlie Bishop ma^ take 
which he plcasca. 

But be th-e author of Genesis wbocvcr he ma-J) there is 
abundant evidence to sbow, as well from the early Christian 
writers, aa from the Jews themselves, that the things stated ia 
that book were not believed to be facts. Vthy they have been 
believed as fuels ^aE:G that time, when better iind fuller knatr- 
ledge osisted od the ease, than h taovn now, cad be accouaied 
for only oa the Imposition of priestcrafti 

AuguHtine, ona of Ihe early cliampions of the Christian 
churcii, aohaowledgos ia hi» Citj/ "/ God-, that the adventuri) 
of Eve aud the gerp^ot, and the ELccaunt i^f Pantdisr, were 
generally considered as Ection or allegory. H© regards thani 
as allegory bimself, without attempting to give nuy csplana- 
tioa J. out he Su})pOSe^ that li bettet explanation luigbt be 
found than those that had been offered. 

Origen, nnother early ehampion of the chureb, eays, "What 
man of good sense can ever persuade himself that there wtra 
a first, a second, and a third Jay, aod that eueh of these dnja 
had a night, wben tliere were yet neither sun, luoon, nor atarni" 
What man can bo stupid enough to believe that Goit, acting 
the part of a ^rdencr, bad planted a garden in the cast, tliil 
the tree of life nus arenl treo^ ond thut iVi fruit bad tbo virluo 
of inaVing those who eat of it live for ever?" 

Ma.iuif>tiidua, one of the nifst learned and celehrnted of til* 
Jewish EaLbins,. who lived ill the elevenlh century faboHt 
seven or eight hundred years ago^ and to whom the Bishop 
refcra in his snswer to me, is very explicit, io his hook pn* 
titled More i^'^hachinif upon the non-reality of the tliihi;^ 
Btaltid in the account of tbc Creation in the boolc of i'.- 

" Wc ought not (says he) to underataiid, nor taltc aci. : 
to the letter, that wWtli is wvitten in the book of the 
ioa, HOT to have llie BtuaQ ideoa (A \\. "wX^ 'i'imwLoa 
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oni<Twis(", Oar antiient sagcw tv"u1J not liiiTe rfcom mended, 
with so iiiai;!i carii, to foiiccul l.lm sense «f iIl^ nnd lu't. to raisa 
thi' Mllcgi>i'ic;il veil wliitL erivt--li>[to» the truHi it toniiiina. TbiB 
book of Goncais, tiilicu acmnlin^ to tlic lef.ler, givoa tlio mod 
nb^urd and the most tstrjTagiinb ideas of iho Divinity. 
Whoever aliall find out tljc aense of il, ought to restrain hini' 
self from divulging it. It is n maxim whidi a!l our sagca 
repeatj and above nil with rcspeet to the work of &is daya^ 
It may happen thskt some one, with tbo liid he muy horron 
from othersj taaj hit upon the meauing of it, In that case/ 
be ought to impose silon&e upon bimstilf; or if lie gpeak of it, 
lie ought to speak gbsQurcljf, and in an enigmatical mamier, as 
I do myself, lenyiny the rest to hfi found out by tboso wbo eatt 
UDderatani." ■ 

This iSf certainly, a very flitraordinary declaration of Maa 
monid^a, taking a.11 the patts of it. 

First, lie dcchfcs, that the account of the Creation in the 
"book of Gcnesia 1^ not a fact \ thut to beliere it to be a faot, 
givoH. ilie jnoat absurd aud the most estravagaat ideas of the 
DiviQity. J 

Secondly^ tbat it is an allegory. f 

'Xbirdly, that tbe tdlegorj baa a concealed secret 

Fourthly, llss-t whoever can find tbe eecret ought not to 
tell it. 

Il ie tliie last part that is tbe tuost cstraordinary. TVby all 
this care of the Jewish Rabbins, to prevent what t.Lny eitU tbe 
concealed meaniog, Or the secret, from being known, aiid if 
known, to prevent any of their people from telling it? U 
ccrluiuly tnust be something which the Jewish uution ara 
afruiJ or ashamed the word should know. It must be boioo- 
thin^r persoaa.1 to tlieai as a. people, nnd not a eceret of & 
divine aature, which the more it is known, the more it in- 
wea^a tbe g!ory of the Creiitoi', and ilic gratitude uod happi- 
ues» of man. It Ja not God's secret, Lut their own, they are 
k'.epiDg. I go to unveil the secret. , 

The case is, the Jews have stolen their coginogony, that iajj 
(heir aeeiiunt ef the Creation, from the cosmogony of tbe Vet 
tiaiu^ contained in the book of Zoroaster, the Persian law- 
piTpr, nod brouffht it with thera when ihc^j tt^'S'f&e.i. ^wa. 
captivity by thebeaevolence c>f Cyrus, 1^.^5,0? tww.^^ Iqi-A 
}m etrdtfatf haai the silence of all tUc books o^ \Ni'a"\S^\'4'Wi\™ 






fhe ?ul'icct of fhij Creation, that tbe Jowa bnti no eoswoj 

fui'e t.Li:it time. If LLcy hail a cosinn^ouj frmu tin; tlliif 
Moses, SDTOO of iLcir judges who govpiued iluiiiitf uinft> fbaiT 
four Liiurlretl years, or of theic kiogs, tin: I'u-viJs anii S"Ev 
nioiiR of Llidr day, who governed m;arl_7 fivo liiiri>ireJ ya 
or of their prophGla nnd pdiiluiiaki, who livod in iho nicuiicil 
would tiiiva nsentioned it. It woaUl, i;nihi;r ns. tkot nr fa,t 
have bei'U the grandust of all Buliject^ for a psalm. It wt 
Lave 3uittid to a tittle the runting, prietical gODJus nf Inaiiih, or 
Bcrvud &B u corJial to the gloomy Jcrciniuli. But out uuo 
nurd nor evQU & whisper, do«s uuy of the Uibla authors givo 
upon tho subject. 

Trt (jQiUcoal the theft, the Riiblims of the necood tciitpli.' hiivv 
luWished (jeueHis aa n honk of Moscf, -lud hare eriji.iii; 

crccj to all thtJtr pcnple, ftho, by tniytUing or olhcrvri 

Intght happen to dieeovGr from whencG tho Cfjsinogony 

borrnjweJ, not to ttill it. The evidence of circumsfMiiteal 

often unnnswerable, und there is no (iiher iliuu thh wliic-h' 

have givii^n that goes to the wbnlu yf t.h« en*?*!, nnd ihls innx. 

Diogenes Laertius, an ancient uiid re-sykcctabla atulior, whum 
the Uiahop, in his answer to lue, quotiia on imnihcr tKn;!i^i<''ti, 
ha» n passage tliut corrcepoadn wtiii the eoIutJon horr ^'Imii. 
Ja ^^pl.'L(killg of the religion of the Por^iauB, ws projgiul / 
by their priests or tiia^^i, In; guiys the Jewish llaLibitm wti-g tUi: 
sueceayorb of their doi'lriae. Uaviug thus spiki'ii on llio 
pln^wriiin, and on the non-reality of the bfoW of Ounr-'- T 
will give some aJ-ditioual evidence thut Mo'ses is not tjji; ;.t:\',i ■; 
if that book. 

Ebcii-E^ra, ii telebnitcd Jewish nnthor, wbo lived altoat 
seven hundred jcars ngn, and whom the Biaho^t ulbjws to 
have btt-a a miin of yreat oruditiot], has niadu u great m.nny 
obscrvatinog, too numerous to be repealed horo, to show thai 
^[oiCB was not, Rui could not b?, the author of tlio buok of 
fitcii^eis, Dor niiy of I he tire Looksi ihut boar iiiii nuinci. 

Spinosn, Dontber luamed Jew, n■hl^ lived abciut a hiindroii 
,jid thirty ycuvs ago, recites, in his Treotiso rn lb>.' Ctiremo- 
ifs of tin* JewH, ,\nno[it and Jloilpni, tho iihscirali-iiLH r.f 
l<iliL'ii-l<]zra, li> u'hii-h ho addn inniiy others, tai^bow ihui ' 
w ii<>t the ;(iiHiiir of tbosi; honlisi, |li' xO "nyo, jii't •' 
iViianiin for saying it, that iVie VtiW i\\A "osA t;xi»i 
"*" die time of tbo MacciAtfea, 'wWV 'wua, nioit ■...-„ „ v,u 
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rfl3 yenra after tlie return of tEiQ J;!ws from the Babjlooi 
captivity. 

In tbo second part of tVio Agu of HeaEou, I Lave, nmoag 

other tlilng*, referreJ to ninn verses in tlie SOlh eliaptor of 
OcQGsis, bc^niiing at the olsfc verse, " TIil'sc are Uie tingg 
that feiglittd in EdoiH, before there reigiieJ any king over tllG 
children of Israel," nhich it is jmpossitilfe could have beea. 
writtett by MosGS, or in the time of BIosos, and could not 
have been wrttt-en till after tlio Jew kings began to rtiign in 
Israel^ whltih was not tiLl scvtintl hundred years after the time 
of Moees. 

The Bii^hop allgwB tbls, aDd aays, "I think yon Bay true.^ 
But liti then quibbles, and says, that a small ai^ditiou to 
Iwok does not destroy either the genuiaen*;s« or authenticity 
of the wholo brjok. This ia priestcraft. These verses Jo not 
^taiid iu the bogk as an nddition tg it, but !i-9 mnkiDg a part 
of the w!io]b booV,;aiid irbich it is impossible that Moses could 
■wrilt. The Bishi^ wou^d reject the anliquitj of any Other 
book, if it eould be proved from the words of the book itself 
that a part of it eould not have been written till Eevcral hun- 
dred jejira aftur the reputed author of it was dead. lie ■would 
<snU smh a. book a, forgery. I am authorixcdj thereforcj to call 
the book ri( tiencsis a furgery. 

Oombiciug, tbeu, all chtu forcgning cireanietanQOS HbgoMj^ 
respf-'^tiug the anUquity uad autbeuticity of the book^^r 
UcncsiSf a couclugiuQ will oaUrally follow Uierefromj tho 
cil'fjiniislaueos are, — 

I'irst, that coriain parts of the book oaaoot possibly ha 
been wHtlen by Tilnscs, and that the other parts carry ao e 
'pntie of iiaviiig bwti written by him. 

.Secondly, the universal silence of all tba following booka 
the Bible, for bbout a thousand yoarg, upon the estrao 

ry thiiigfl epoken of iu Genosia, eiich as the tirealioB of 

prid in ais. duys ; tlio gurdun of Eden; the troi! ofJfeRi 

Igc; the tree of life; tlie story of Eve and the Berpen^tlio 
ll of uiaii, utid bia Uniig turni^d out of this fine gydi 
^etbor with Nosih'a flood, and the tovcer of Biibol. 

Tlltrdly, Ihti Bilei:icn uFitil lhe books of the Bible upon «V 
unwiu 'd' Moses, from tiie book of Jotjlum until tho dCCO 

jk ft KingB, wliieh w.i3 W)t wiittcn 1.\\\ a\.ttt rVt (i^ij'CvC'i 

' itgitog »n uecouut of llie covLmt^j, a "^mo^ «^ '^ 
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thousand years. Strange, (bat a man who is prri(-liiinp<1 

t!ifl historiai] of tha Crpfitiriu, tlic privy-rfniiiscll&r ami tru 
daiil of tfie Almiglily — the lo*i?!nt.OF of llti^ Jewfsl] nation, 
aad the founder of ita relij^ion ; atmngti, I a;iy, tliat even t 
nanic! of such & man shouUi not find a placs in tbeir boukii 
& thoTiBand years, if they knew or beLieved anything ab 
bini, or the books lie ia said to have written. 

Foiirtlily, the oplnioa of some of the nio&t c>elebrated of the 
Jewish vommietitatorg, that Mgacs is not the author of the book 
of Genesis, founded od the reasons given for th'at opinioD. 

Fifthly, the opmiou of the em-lj Christian Writers, and 
tlifi great champion of Jewish literature, Maimonidea, thai 
book of Genesis is not a 'bouk of facts. 

Sixthly, the sUcTiLie imposed hy all ihc Jewish RaTjiins, 
by JIaimonideB hiiuwidf, upou tho Jewish nation, not to ej 
of anything they may happen to know, or dJecflver, respect! 
the eoaiuogODy (w creation of the world) io the book of 
Genesis. 
^ prom these gjrcutnatancMSB, thu following conclusions oSi 

Pirat, that the tcmk of Gcnefiis is not a bocik of facts. 

Secondly, that aa nn Toentinn is made throughout the Bible 

of any of the estrunrditisry Ihinga related in UeaQsis, that 

has not been written (ill afir r tho oilier Wiiks were writLi 

&^ pal oa a preface to the Uihle. Kvery one knowa that 

preface tf> a. book, though it sinnda first, is the laat written. 

Thirdly, that this silmice imposoJ by nil the Jewish Rabbios, 
and by Maimouidc^ upon the Jewlt^h nation, to keep silenee 
upon everything related io their cosntogf^iiy, cvinco& a see 
they are not willing shmild be known. Thu sfL-ret thercfi 
explains jUglf to ho, tiiat when the Jews were in captivity 
Babylon and Persia, they became actpiaiok'd with the c 
mogonj of the I'er.iii:ins, fis registered iu tile Zend-Avostn, 
ZoroaHter, tho Persian lawj^iver, which, after their return fi 
captivity, they uiamifactnrcd and niodeUeJ as their own, 
I ante-dated it by giving to it the numc of Moses. The 

admits of no olher ejtplanation. From nil which, it nppc; 

' that the book of Gcnosia, JTi&tead of bein^ the uldfit look 

the world, aa tho Bishop ciilla, it, Lae bccu the last-writ 

kbook of tba Biblu, aud that the cosmogony It coutaias 
teen mnnufaclmci. 
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On the Names in the Book ob Obnesis. 

Everything in Genesis aerv^s as evicEGDce Or symptoni, tbxb 
the book has been composed in some late period of (.be Jewisli 
Tiatlon. Even tho nfi,me& mentioneJ m it serve to this pur- 
pose. 

Notbing is more common or inofe nntumi, than to nnme the 
children of Bueueeding generations after tho names of those 
wlzo bad heaii celebrated in Borae former generation. This 
holds good wilEi respect to all the people, aud ail the biatorica 
"wc know of, and it does not holdgond witli the Bible. There 
must be some cause fur tbi*. ~ 

Tbis hool; of Oecesia tells ns. of a mau ivliora it calls Adai 
and of his aoas Abel and Both ; of Enoch, who lived 3l55 jear 
it 13 ex acHy the nnmber of daya in a year), and thai, then God 
lok him up. It has. tho appoiraaco of bciTig taken from soma 

egory of the Gentiles on tbe comTncncement a.nd termitm- 
tioii of the year, by the progress of tbe sun tbrongh tiifl twelve 
signs of the Zodiac, on whiuh the nlltjgBrieal religion of iht 
Gentiles was fouudcd. 

It tells us of Metbusekb, who lived 969 years, and of 
long truin of other names in the 6fth chapter. It tbea passes 
9Q to a man whom it calls Noah, and bis eons, Shem, Hjim, 
and Jnphet : then to Lot, Abrabam, Isaac, and Jacob, and liis 
BOitti, with which the book of Genesis tiuishes. 

All tbcsG, according to tbe account given in that boot, wei 
iW most eslraordinary and celebrated of men. They were" 
moreover, heads of fiiinilieB. Adam wag tho father of tha 
world. Enocbli, for hia rigliteonsncBB, iras taken up to heBven. 
Methuselah lived to almost a thousand yeara. Ho was tho 
eon of Knoch, the man of 305, tba number of days in a year. 
It has the appearance of being ibo ponlinuatjon of aji allfjjury 
ou tho 30? days of a year, and its abuiidaot productions. Noa" 
was selected from all the world to be preserved whcB it wa 
drowned, and boeame tho Bcconrl fallicr of tho world. Abra- 
ham was the fidlier of the faithful multitude, Isaac iinj Jaenh 
were Ibii inherilors uf hia famc^ and tbe last waa tho fathc 
«f tlie twelvfi tribes. 

Now, if thege very wonderful nit?iii nwV V\\evi ■oMftR.'*., "k^ 
book ihat records ilicuij bad been kuo'au^i^ ^ila3c"«'o 
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the Babylooliiu ryptivity, those names would iii 
ofunmon anjooff liie Jews bufi.re Ibal pwiuci as tliL-j 
b€€D since. Wc cDW lieat of thciugunds of Abi'iibaius, Is 
end JiLCobs anjorj; t\if. Juva, but iherc neiip none of 
name tefore tbo BJibylotiiaii taptivity. The Bible does Di 
mention one, cbowgb from tin; linic that Abrahaoi te aaid to 
have lived, to tfao time of the Bubjlunian captivity, !a ftbout 
UOO years. 

How is it I'd be accountecl for tbat (here bave been eg ni-iny 
fbousandti, und porhups liuiiJn^ds of tlioiisninJs of Ji^ws of tlie 
BUKJuij of Abrnbam, l:^s,ije, and Jauob since tbst period, und 
ot oae before? It too be nococcted for bat one va,y, which 
I, tfcat tefore the Babylonian cnptRitj the Jews had no such 
ook&us Gc'nesis, nor knew anjtLiug of the names and persoiiB 
in<?ntioiiP, nor of the things it rL'bj,t^3, and that the atoriea 
it Lave been manufactared etncc that time. Frcicu tbo 
rabic name llinihint (whicb ia the tnanoer the Turts wrilo 
tbat name ia (his dny) i\vi Jkvs have, most probably, tu. 
facturtd their Abi'ftham, 

I will advance my obsptrations a point further, and 
of the nameB nf Mnxfs and Anron, mentioned for the first 
in the book of Exoclua, There are now, and have continai 
to be, from the tiicc of the Babylonian capdvily, or 30on after 
it, th(yu5a.nds of Jews of the names of Musics and A^tron, and 
we read not of iiny of that naiiio hcfure (bat time. The Uible 
dooa not luontjnti otic. Thv direct inference from tbis is. that 
the Jews knew of uo buuIi buok as Exodus before the Eahy- 
louian cuptivily. In fact, Ihat it did not exist before that 
time, and thnt it js onlj ^ince (lie book has been invt^nied, 
thai iim namoa of Muses and Atiraji have hgcn common ateopg 
the Jewa. 

It is upplit-able lo ihe purpose tn obgcrve, that the pictur- 
OBr|uo vf iirk, called Moiiitif-vi/il\ spcllfd the BUiiie us yon voutd 
say the Mi'mu'r ncooiitit of rho Crt-atioti, is nit diTivfld from 
the word jlfcws, hut, fniui AIun^s (the it/i/*«), hrcau.se of iho 
variegiiled and pifturesquc p!iv<'nK'nt in tho toinph\<4 tteilirntsd i 
to tho J7((«'s. This carries n ei[rong implication ihat the uiifnti 
Mmrs is driiwn ffini tUe htxtuo Biiiirci>. and that ho U nrit. a 
Iii hut tin alh'gnvteal pir^ou, ag Mainiuuidea descrtbcb what 
eallcti the Alumtc actouut. *^? \\ic VlT^:^^v\«->ft A/i be. 
wUI go a point sUU I'uiilUcv. 'IVt: Jt^i^wnVosw 
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i^ncsis, nnJ tbu tiumigs uI nil Uie persons tncnuotie' 
io lli<: first dyii vhajiirr* of tliiit liook, from Aduni tu NLiali : 
yet wc do tiut lii>ar {Ji spciik fk.r iiiysLir) of sny J."w, r.f ilio 
present ilay, of the Tmnii> nf Ai^aiii, Afcn?!, Httli, Euoth, Me- 
lEiuseluti, Noah,* Shetu, irnin, or Japlift (uutiii'B tiiunliim 
JB t!ic first, ten chapters), ihrnjjrh tlipjc were, jic^uuniJiiy to 
count, in thill book, the most extnturJiniiry nf all the Da 
Ql. uiakt^ up the cfttaloguo ot'tlir; Jewish chrnuolctgy, 
The Udmcs the Jews novr mlopl, urii tbot-c lliat arc ■tiiou- 
tioned in Genesis after the tenth thaplar, ns Abvuhuic, Veanc, 
Jacob, Ac. Ilow then does it hiipp^'u, lliiit ibi'j do uot adojit 
the names, found in the Erst ton c-lmi'tcrs? Ilore is evicfcnlJy 
a liDG of divisiou drawn b^wecn tlia first Icn idiaplfi's of lirti- 
esi^, and tlie remaining idiaptors, with respect to (he adufntii 
of names. Tbere iimst be some canse fot this, and I go 
offt-r a solution of tbo problem. 

The render will reuolltet tlae <|uotatiDli I have alrendy III 

from the Jewish Ruhhiii Wuiuioiiides, wherein he Fnys, 

ought not to understand nor to talte aceordiiig to tlie liit 

al vMviXi is written in ibe biook of cbo Creation. It is a' 

Sim (eaya bu) which all our aagea repeat oioue uJ/, wilU 

ispect tttthc winrk of sis days." 

The quaJifjiug (?x[>ret:Hiun ahtiue all, implies tbero are ol 
parts of Itie book, thou^b not: en important, (bat ouglit not w 
DO mHii.'ri<t.(njd or t;ilion necording to ibu Icttor. and as tbtt 
Jowa di) nut adi>pl ib'j nnitk'N un'olioncd in the brtnt ten cbn}>- 
ters, it iippeiii's tvidaut, those tliujii cja are included in the in- 
jwiKii'in not to 1ak(? \\wxn in a literal Fense, or -.iceording to 
Ihi- li'ttrr; fruni ivbicJi it follews, (liat tbe jktsoiis or charac- 
tcps nielititiniiil in tbt first ten chapters, as Adam, Abt;l, Seth, 
Kiioch, M(iiliii-i-!iib, and :so ou to No.a,b, are not real but ficti- 
lii^H oralb.'gorieul persons, a«d tberefore tbe Jows do not (idopt 
eir njim^fl inty their fumilii'B. If tbey affixed tbe some idea 
rnulily (o ibem as they do to tboBU that follow after tbe 
tb chapter^ the nniupw of Aditin, Abel, S^^tb, &c., would bu 
roniinon aiming rbe Jcwp of tbe jiresent day, as are Iboae 
Abiiihinn, Inmf~, J.iitob, Mdel's, und Aaron. 
p tlie supcrHlUioii they havo bi'fn iu, scarcely a Jew family 



• >'»hli is no fjcqjfitjji; tliiro uri; uF VWV nsimo ataUft^'SaftW 
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would have hrpii witlioiit an t^m^Ii, nn n prr:«.ig<? of liis gnnl^ 
to Jjcavcn «s ;iin!*irssailitr fur lltn wlir'ilfl fntiiilr' Mvrry motliiT 
wHo «isljH>ti ili,it rlio i^'v//ii tif Ikt sfin mi'-f/if fic l<i"ij in ifn 
ttcncf wotilJ cull iitHi It/rill i.i.ii-/iih ; iiin! nil titc J<H9 tliut migbt 
liftvc to Irarcrse the oco:in wnold be iiarncd Nnuli, ns a. clm^H 
against Eliij^wrcclf (iiilI <lrnwiiiij^. ^M 

Tills is cliimesliu uviilcnte ;ig,tiiist llin Ittnilc of (Tenfi^l 
wliiicb, joiucd lo llic sercral tiuda oF p\ii!fnre Iji'loro rrcit^H 
bIiow the bonk of OcnuisiB not to be oIJlt iImii lUu BiiKylnni^B 
ctcptivity, add to be l\cluioii3. I jirotwoc^ to fjs tltt^ uIiitnictH 
taii autir^uitj of tlio buolc of fl 

■ I 

^^ The "book fff Job hnii not ihc Vast appcnratific f>f htin^H 
I took of fho Jews, nml thimgli priiiicil «ii>imf^ ilie b<n)ks of t^| 
I Bible, dues not hcWg to it. There ir -no iTferoncft in h to 
any JowiaL law or ceremony. Ou tbe c&ulrory, all tlit3 mtor- 
nal evidence it cuntaitis shows it to be a. Wt»k of tlie (icntllijB, 
either of I'crsia or ■Ctiuldtia. 

Tho aaiiiG of Job dt>eB not appear to Ijo a Jewish nntiie. 
Thcco h DO Jew of tbat iiante in :iny ef tlie bouks uf the Uible^ 
iieiiiier is theru now ibut 1 uvur heard of. Tbe eo»ni»y vrhoiH 
Job is said or supposed to have livcJ, or r;itbcr wbere tfll 
BL'eno of tbe dntniii is lu-id, is culled Ve, and ihcio «-js bo 
pllifle of tbat Diiciie ever belangioj^ to tiic Jews. If Vt ia tho 
sanie !ia Ur^, it was in Cbnldcu, tbc cuuiitry of the (.rtiKilijs. 

The Jews c:in give no liccouut how tbty came hy this liLUjlt, 
nor irbii Wi<a tbo author, nor ibo lime when it waa Trriiteo, 
Origen, in liis work against Celsus (in ibn liret aj^vs of tbo 
Christiau Cbureh3f enje, ?/<«( }h& buok "/ Job la older tbtin 
Mwiei. Ebeii-Ezraj llic Jeivlali commeiilalor, wbotn (;ia I 
liaYe before said) the JJisboj) allocs to brivu k'i;ii a uan «f 
great oruiUtion, and who ecrt^iinly nndnr^tond Ins nwn lai)- 
guage, Bays tbat the buidtuf Job bus heuQ trniial;ift'd from ano- 
ther language into IiL,'br(.'vv. SpiriDSii, anoilKT Ji'. ' '■ i' 
menfhlor of greut Iciruing, L-onfirnis Uio vfiiiiinn of I 
and says moreover, ".ff rriiin ijnr ./of/ rlnif (ietiH- , 1 
lieve tliat Job whs u Ueutile. 

^ Spinn^a im tlie Pcr'.'ni'-inivH aZ llift Jtws, (in^e Ett&, ^iiHutiod I 
lah at ^laeterdnm, Wt'i. 



The Bishop (in his aiiawor to mc) auiys, " thtit tho elriiottif 

of lie wIioIg bnok of Job, in wEialovor lifjlit 'if liialury or dra- 

mii. it K" t!i.'iisiJi.'rL'd, i« i'yiiiidyii wii liio L>L'li<;f thut prt'vailod 

mil tlie I'orsiatis autj C'LalJeaiig, and otiior Otintile uatiuui 



' a gyod litiil an evil sfHrH." 
I« speaking of the good and ctiI spirit of tlie Pcrslaus, tlio 
Htsbop Wtilta tbcni Arimtriitas Hud Oromasthx. I will not 
Jjsputc ahout the Ort.bograplij, because I know (hat tr!irisl;ited 
names nrc difTorently epclted in diffcrcut Imgoages. But lif> 
!ifla nevertheleES maiie a oapital error. lie hiia put the Devil 
first; fjr AriitiuniuSi or, as it ia moro genuriiUj written, JAri- 
■rruni^ is tlie rvU /ffu'rif, aval OfumiHitkn or Oi'musd the good 
spirit.' He haa inadu tEiti Buuie niigtiikc, in the eumi] piira- 
graph, ID t-peaktng of the good and (Ml epirit of" the uticient 
Kyyptians Oniric and T^pkr?, iio puis Tjplio hef.ire Oi^irie. 

■writing about 



Tho errov is just iUc saniaas if the Hinlipp, in 
^e Chriatiati rdigiou, or in nre^iuhiog u sfrim:) 
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Dciif uqd God. A priest nijglit to know big own tnv 

tetter, We agree, Iiowiiver, about tbe stmcture uf the honk 

nf .fob, that it is Gciitilc. I Lave said iu ihe secoud piirt of 

';e Age of Renaoii, mid givon tny reas&ns for it, lliat the 

ama of ft is not Ucbrnc. 

From the testiraonicg I Have cited, that of Origed, who, 
at fourteco hundred yoara sign, yiiid tli.at tlio luiok «f Jub 
WM Hi[>rf! ancient than Mopes, tiiat of Ehk'ii-K;(rii, whu in liia 
cuuuiuiitiiry no Job, snySy it has bwu trinialnted fujiu itimilier 
liiD^ua^^! (iind coiisGr|ucnt]y irom a Gentile luiigUJigc) into 
|[ei>r'.'w; th:it uf ypiuusa. who not uuly ssvya the wiiut! Miiag, 
hii[, iliiit lliLi author of it wa.s a Uenllli^ ; und Llint uf lliti 
]!i.-.li"|i, who says that the structure of (be wliok Look ia 
(.nmtile. It follows then, iu tho first place, tiiat ttie buok of 
"oh ia not fcbook of the Jews originally, i 

Tbcn, in ordi.T lo determine to what puople or nulinu aij' 
■k uf rcJiyiou belongs, we muFit. conipju'e it with tliu l«njin|_ 
dfvgrnas and precepta of that people er nation ; and tbcn/fure, 
upoiL tbc Ilishop's OWE coustructiou, the book of Job belongs 
citlitr to iho ancient. Persians, the Chaldi-nus, or the Ej^yp- 
tiaits. ; because the structure of it ia consistent with the doj^ 
th.ry held, tbnt of a good and evil spirit, called iti Joh, G 
anu Sfttan, exii^ting kb dlBtiuCt and seji^iratQ baUv^^w^^' 
not caii."ix[i?ut with any dogma of tUc .l«'«a. 

Xfie U'licf of a t^ood and an evU Hpirit, cViatm^^a Kv^-cwAi' 







oeparatG bcinps, ia not o dogni.i to he fouiiii iei aay 
books of the iil\A<::. It ia not till wc coiuc to iha Ni;w 
inent that we licar of any such dogma. There the pcrMll 
^lled tb« Son of Oo<Ij hiilds cnnverfliiiinTi with SuIbee on b 

oimtaip, iia familiarly as ia rcprcauntcd in llie dvaiiiu of Job. 
iiycfjui'iilly the Bishop caoiiot say, in this respect, thut (he 

iw Testament is t'ouuded upaa tbe Old. Accnrdiiig to t 
d, the tind of the Jews was the God of everything. 
goud and all ovil catav from him, Aecorditig to Exudas 
wa.9 G»^, an»i not tiio Devi), that hardened. J^liaraoli's hea 
Accnrdiiig to the Ijook of Sftinui'l it was uii ovil spirit from 
(i^riJ tbnt troubled 8uul, And Kzekid lufikes Ijcid to ear, in 
PpealtJiig of the Jtw?, " />/>i.ir tiirjili the tt'tliiln thuf t/rr*- »ol 
gooiff nml jitil<jini'.,itx }ii/ i^hitiK rhn/ itJioii/tl not Jirr." Ttio 
Bililo iJcecriboM the (itxl of Abnihiiiii, Isiiad, iind Jacob in such 
11 coutntdiclnrv manner, and umjer such a tw<i-fo3(l clinrui-lor, 
thiTo woulii \>ii uo kniiwing when he waa iu carure-t and when 
in irony; wlniii to LL^licve, and Tthen not, As to the j^micplH, 
priiiciplv'ti, mill mrixiiii^, iu tho look of Job, they hIiuw that 
thi; p^iiple, ubusivcly ciiUud the Le»thcii in thu bouky of the 
the Jews, had (ho uinat Bublime ideas of the Cruutor^ ami tlic 

ost exulted dcrotluiin) uioraiity. It wns tbu Jew* who dis- 

moarcd (jod. It wiia tiiu (jeiitilfls who ghirtiied him. As 
fiibulous pcrsnnific;iLioTi5 iutroiluced t>j Cbc Grctl: . 
poetSf it rtiis a ciirni prion of tbo aownt polSjiUin ■ 

cDtiles, wbich coasistcd iii tbc ndnratioli ol' a first (':ji. 
the worka of the creation, hi vvliith the aun wa.s thL- 
viaiblc agoTit. , 

It nppcurs to hare been a rdifnoii of gratitudo and aAoniiffn, 
aud not of prayi^r and (liscciulL'iitiid solicitutioti. lo .1 
fiud adoratidn uud suhmission, hut nut prayer Even ',: 
cumuiuDdiiittuts enjoiu not pniycr. i'ruyor h- 
devcjtimi, by iho ihuildl of RnQiO, aa the itj.-. 

d pcrtjuisitri. AH prayers hy tbo pH'.'SIs uf ihe -i'iu 

Urch, whothfr piibMt or privutp, nuiBt hu piiid for, 1 1. 
"be jight, iiiJiviilutilly, to pray i'm virtiicsi, or iin'otol r. 
tion, but Bint fur fiiiii^^. ll is Jin riltcmpE tn iliclacc '■■ 
AlLuiglily iu Mie givcrniiifiit of tbo world. AKut to rctont 
b&ok of Job. ' 

As the hook of Job Jui:ldtis ilitlf (o l/e a book of ihe 
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ea, the nQxt tbiDg i» to find out to what particular aatia|^^| 

it he-]ojig,9t aitd 'lazily, 'vrELut is its antiquitj. ^^M 



Ah a ciimposilioii, it is sublime, beautiful, and scientiGc; 
full df scDtiiment, eld<1 ailboil tiding in grnliel bietuphdrioal 
description. As a drania, it ia regular. Tho dramatis per- 
some, ibe persons performing tbe aeveral purts, are regulnrly 
introduced, and speak without interruption or confusion. Tho 
scene, as I havfc before eaid, is laid in tbe country of tlio 
GcDiileSj and the unitiea, though nut alwaya necessary iu a 
dramic, are observed here ae. strictly us tbe Bubjcct would 
admit. 

In tbe last act, where the Almigbty ia iutrodaced as spca! 
iog Soni the wtit-Iwind, to denide the controversy between 
Job and his frieuds, it is an idea as ^rand aa poetical iniagira- 
"tiob can conceive, What follows of Job's futlire prosperity 
does not belong to it najt dritroa. It ia an cpifogue of the 
writer, i.S the first versos of the first chapter, wliliih |^VC ao 
sijcount of Job, hia country and hia riches^ are the prftloguc. 

The hook carries the appearance of being the work of Home 
of the PcrBian Magi, not only because the structure of it 
corresponds to the dogmas of the religion of those people, aa 
founded by Zoro«H.ter, hut from the astronomical references in 
it to the conatcIIatioDS of tUe Zodiac and other ohjccte in tbe 
facaveos, of wbicli the eun, iu their religion called Mithra, was 
Ut* chief. Job, iu describing tho power of God (Job ix- t, 
"^t) say&i "Who commandetb the san, and it riseth not, and 
eib. up tbe 9tai'.^ — who alovo sprcadctb ont the beavens, 
lOd trendctb upoa the waves of the sea — who makctk Arctu- 
riW, Orion, and Pleiadea, and tbe cbaiubera of the south.'* 
AU thi5 astronomical allusion, is consistent with the relJgi 
of the Persians^ 

Kstabliabinfi; then tbe book of Job, as tlie work of some o: 
the Persian or Eastern Magi, the caso naturally follows, that 
when the Jowa retorned from ijaptivity,, by the permission of 
Cyrus, king of Persia, they brought this book with them : bad 
it translated into Hebrew, and put into their scriptural canons, 
which were oot formed til3 after their return, Thia will 
ruicuujit fur the name of Job being mentioned in EzckicI 
{ jfc'jr/t- 1 c^, ch'.ip. xiv. V. 14,} who was one gf the captiTCS, and 
also for its not being inentionod in any book Ba.vdQ\ stt:^-^y»R.K 

h&vo boon *rrit(en before tbe capli^Vtj. 
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Ainon^ ihe asfroumiiiiMl niliiHims in Ili« Imok, '' ■■ ■ 'fl 

whit'li .'<c'rvt'£t ti» tix ili; iiniicjiiit^. I.r U tlinn wl.^ . i^ 

niiiJc («i s!>j' to Job, ill lliu [Kyle uf n-priiimii'l, *' tWriW (Auu 
il'fii^ Ikr: stfi'-'t irijiiiiii'.'rg nf J'fci'itiftrs." (Cliap. XKJLviiij, 
ver. 31.) As iha gxj.luualiim rjf tilia ilvputiJs upon ^tfcfnjg^ 
iiiii::il ouluulaliuii, I will, fi.ir tlio siikc of lh<ma wLii wouLiI qfl 
ilierwige uLnlerstaTnl it, endejtvoar to explaiu it ua ulyurly fl 

(I tsubjvct will :iiliiiit. H 

Tlid Pleiades are a cluster of pnli*, milky stfiirs, nbnut tlfl 
!sc of H mnii'a ImuJ, lib tlie coustplljitlon nf TuuiX!^, or fl 
Knglish, ihp liiilK It is one of the conslellatitms of tfl 
Zoiliuc, ijf wbich iLena flru twelve, answering to the twclfl 
mnntba of the year. Tho PlciecIoB are visibir- in tbo wJnlB 
nigbte, tut not in ihc sutntner nightH, buing tben bclnw tfl 
horiKon. fl 

The ZodiiLc 13 an iinugtuary bclkor circle in the h«3Tei^| 
eiglitcca dr^ecs broad, in nhicb tnc «iin ;i;>pnreialy iiiakfl 
bis uuDiul cnut'sD, and in whicb M 4be planets iur>VE>> Wbufl 
the nun nppfiirs to our view to be bntwrcn "s and the gro^| 
of stars formiug such or each iX c?ou)<t('lbiti(>n, lie ix umA to ^M 
ia tbat cim^teli^tion. (Jonsoqui^iitly tlio cnnsle.lltitioiis ho i^H 
Ji^atfl to be in, in this simimer, aru direcMy o[ijjnsL:e lo tbdB 
be lippL-arcil in, io tbe wJnler, and the same with respetcl fl 
ppring niKl autumn. 

The Z<idiac, tesi'^ca being divided into twelve eofiRteUftli'ins, 
is sko, like cverj otber circle, great nr sinnll, ilividt-J into 
36-0 equal parta, called degrees; conwi^uently cftcb coristrlla- 
tioB containa etO degrees, The coustenationa of the Kodi.n- :i: c 
pODcrally oflUcd signs, lo difltinguifiSi them from the coiisn ilu- 
tionB thut are placed out of the Zudla'O, and this ie tlieaame 
I shall now use. 

The preccssit-u of tbe crjuinoxeir is tho part moit difSnult 
to expUio, uud it is oa this thut Ibe expluDutiou cbjcflj? 
pteda. 9 ' 

The eq^inojOB correspond to the two eeasotis ul llie 
when the sim makes e^qnal lUj and ntgliit. 
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'Inieinff fs n rtis/'riiinerle^ jinH o/ (hr same wor^ 
vyiis Jlrnt pKhlUhi-.d in l>^-4. 

SABBATH OR SUNDAY. 

Ths aeventh daj, Or tnore properly spealing, thoperioi,! of 
Sveii day$, was otiginfilly « imtnericiil division of time, ttnd 
^tbing mora; anil had tbe bishop been acr|itiiiDtpd with Ibo 
lisiory of astronoiny he ■would havu known tiiis. The nntiunl 
kvoiulioD of tb<! e^irth makes what we call a year. 

\a vcuf is artificiitUy divided into months, the months into 
1 .of acveti dajH, the days into houra, &f.. TIis period 
of Brven ilajjs. like any otLor of the ii rtilidul JiviaioDB of the 
jciir, is only a. fractioatil part tliereuij canlrived for tbe coq- 
veoieuut: of counlern. 

It is igDoruncu, impoisitioa, And pri^Etcraft, that, hare called 
it otherwise. They lai^ht as well talk of tlie Lord's month, 
of lli« IiDfd'a week, of the Lord's liour, fis of the Lord's day. 
All titKu Ih his, and no part uf it is more holy or more aiicred 
thau aiiothiT. It is liow(>vei' necessary to the trade of a. pri 
tliut lie should pruitcli up a iJistinction of days. 

Ik-fore the science of oatronoray was studied aod carried 
the dfgroG of eminence to wliifli it wag ty the Egyptiaos and 
'3liiildnii3, the people of those times had no other helpi^, tli 
irliut cfluiinun obfn?rvalioa of the very vtsibla ehangea of tl 
III find inoou aftbrded, to cnahle tiieiu to liecp an account ol 
10 prut;reas of liiiu;. As far us history ealiihliinEKis the point, 
ir I'ij.'jpniiria wvn- the first people who di^'ided the year into 
lelve iiiONtli»,- IK'mdotus, who lived above two thousand 
IWO li.Miidroii yeiirs o^o, and ia the must aHeicut historian 
whose worka hfivft rnnchcd our timo, aays, fh-y <iid this bi/ tlic 
kn-oirJrifrjr ihnj iirtil nf f/ie sinrs. Aa tO the JeWSj there is n 
onp single iinproTeincnt in nny science or in any scientific a 
fliBt ihcy ever proiluc'ef]!. They -wcm the most ignorant of a 
the illittriite world. Tf the Trord of the Lord had come 
Hem, aa ihi'y proli'nd, and as the bishop profeBBcs to believe 
1(1 thai tliry were to he tliO iiarhmgers of it to the rest of tho 
World J tlje Ijord wtmld have taught thtni the use of lettora, ftnd 
ftrl of priutiiij^j for wUhnut the aicana of Qommu«.ww..v.'i'^ 
word it wuJd aot bo conimuD"\caie»i-, ■saV<s\e'aa\nVuEt% 




:an 

f/iC j 




^lio inventiim of tim 0<>ntilo worM ; ami [n-iinin^ of d 

luQtk'rn worlJ. I3at to return to vay ^object — ' 1 

Before tlie liclpa whtch the st'ioniiQ of .lotroiiorny nfTurde 

tlic pooplo, 39 tefore Kiid, bail nn hMict, wlii.-rei'j in kr.'op \ 

Bceuunt of the pnigrcHS of time, lliati what lli« comrriuD a^ 

Rfcry visible cLQtiges (pf the sun and inooa iifibriieil- TH 

Biiw f-liut a groat Dumlicrof dnjs made a year, but the acpnaj 

nf tlicm was too t(!dioil3, and too difficult to be kept numcricnU 

fr«in ono to three hundred and jiisty.fiTe ; aeither dtd tin 

'know the true time of ti solnr yair. It therefore bccafl 

Incceasary, for l.ho purpose of marking the progriiB^ nrdfiys,"! 

^ut thvim iuto smuU parcels, such tia are now ciiUeil w«{>ki 

and whiuh coDsistdd as they now do-gf seven days. Hy IS 

jutuDS tbe mcmury w:ts ttssist«d as it is with as at Ibia daj 

■or "WQ do Dot say of nnyLhtng thut is past, that it vim titVv, 

nixty, or &eventy days ago, but thai it was ay inauy wewks, 

or if loBger time, so many moutLs. It is inipossihlu to It 

an account uf time -mitliout helps of this kind. 

Julian L^caliser, the iuVeutOr of tbe Julian period of 7,9' 
^Ciirs, produced by imultiplying the cycle of the uuon, 
fc-clc of the 8UB, and the years of an iiidiction, 19, 2S, 15, into 
nch other; puys, that the custom of reekooitig by periods of 
Mvon days waa nscd by the Aspyrians, the Kgyptians, the 
^i:ibri!w3, the people of India^ the Arabs, »nd by all the 
nations of tbo f)»st. 

In addition to wbait Scaliger saya, it is evident that in Bri- 
tain, in Oerraany, and the north of Europe, tbey reckoDcd 
by periods of seven diiys, long bi'foro the book called the 
liible waa known in those parta; and consequeatiy that they 
did not take that modo of reckoning I'roui anything ffritteo 
that book. 

That th^^y reckoned by periods of seven days, ia evi9 
from their having seven names, and no more, for the sevo: 
daya; and which have not the mosG diatint relation to hi 
thing in the book of Genesis, or to that which Ja called 
fourth cnnimandiucnt. 

Those namea are Rtill rntaLncd in England, with no otW 
alteration than what hug been produced by niouldJDg the SaxM 
jBud Danish Lungnagca into modern KngUsh. 

1. WuH-fiay from .S'uTvriK, the ana, and W«y, day, SaxoD, ^n* 
y, Daniah, The day deiioaWd Vj tW avm. - 
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2. Monday, tbat is, uioondny, from Mvna, tho moQD, Sasfl 
founo, DuitibL Day Ji-iliuatLJ to tlie mi. no. 

3. Tiiesilay, lliuL is, Tuitfun-tfcrif. Tiiu ciiiy di^ilicated to 
'the idol Tuixro, 

4. Wednesday, iLnt is, .Wndcn's-doy. The iliiy dedicated 
I to Woilrn, the JIars oi' the ticrmuns. 

. 5, TLaraJuj, that 13, Thors-day, dedicateil to the idol 

I Tfior. 

ti. Friday, that is, Fri'f/a's-^h^. TLo day dedicated to. 

I S'n'ffn, the Vc-nua of the Shsoiih. '^~ 

BatuirJay, from .Si.'a/en (jS'«/7mO, an idol of the Snxoti 

one of the cniLK'ms reprosuutiug liiue, nLifh c;intiiiunlly tur- 

miuutea atid reaews itsulf : the la-^t day cif tbe period of seven 

days. Wbcn wo sgg a eertiiin mode ul' reckuiiiiig general, 

aniotig natluEia lotally unconnected, diffbring tVoui cdcli other 

iu relit;u>ri aud in govtraniotit, nnd sotue at' them unkuonn to 

each oilier, we may be certain tliat it arises from aiinie natural 

] and common cause, proviiiting alike ovt-r nil, iind which eti-ikea 

every one in tbc s:i.nic mannpr. Thus all natidjis havo ivck- 

oned arithmetically by ten.^, because llio puoplc of all natinma 

have ten tingera. If they had more or less than tco^ the iii'ule 

of aritlimelicEil reekoning would have tbllowt'd llijit inirubor, 

for the Ungcrs aru a natural iiumemtion-tahle to all tliu world. 

I DOW L'oiiiQ t9 show B-hy lilt: period of seven days ]s so j^cne- 

rally ad^iptcd- 

L Though the suo is the great luminary of the world, nnd the 

^^Diumtin^ cause of alL the fruits of til's earth, the lunoo, by 

^^Penewinj; iierself iDorc Llian twelve limes oftfner than ibo sun, 

I which it does hut onct) 11 year, ser\ed the rustic woild Jia 

I natural alutanac, as the fingurs i*urvcd it lor a iiunK^r-iitio' 

\ table. Ail the Wofid could See the mooii, her changes, uud 

I her monthly revolationa; and their mode of reckoning time 

was accoBiinodaLed oa nearly aa could possibly be done in 

round Duuihers, to agree with the changes of lliat plunct, ihuir 

natural almanac. 

The JIooiJ performs her nntBral revolution round the gu 
in twenty-nine days and a half. She goes Trora a new mO' 
to a h»lf moon, to a full moon, to a. half nmon gibhoua 
convex, and then in a tiew oiooa a^in. Eavli of those l- 
IS performed iti seven days aad nine hours ; but HQvaa »1«.' 
the Dcareet dirifioa iu round numbci'S \.\ia\. ini\)\i. ^i'^ " 
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and this wu^ Hii[Iii-i{-nt tn ^iiggcgt tliunnivrrsui! cti'^l'iiu of n^^H 
oiung by jii.'iinls of bl'Tcd iJujs, since it is itujiosfibk- to rcrt^f 
tiiun witliuut uniiic Htiited pcrio<l. . 

ilow tlnj ticld Lours coiilii W disposed of wUhoat hitcrfei-ing 
with the regular perit>da uf BCTt'ii ilnyw, ill case tlie auctenls 
recoinmt'iiuml a new SL-ptcuary pepjnd with every new mnoa, 
rcquireii no iiiorc clitiiouliy than U did to rp^uldte the Eg3.'ptiM 
culeoiliir aftt-rwards, of twelve motitiis of thirty diiys cach,-^P 
the odd hour in tljG JuliiiQ culeudar, or fho odd days ana 
hours in the French calendar, lu all caaca tt is done by Lhs 
udditioD of coinpleiucittary daya; and it can be duue in ^H 

'flic Bisliop knoTfs that as l!i'! mhir y«ar docs nut eDiJ^I 
tlie tcrmiuatiou of wbut we mall a duy, hut ruus sums bol^l 
ioto tlic next diiy, lie tlie fiuarlcra of thii raoon runs some hoyra 
iMyoad seven daySf tliiit it is imposaJbli? to give the yeai' mS- 
flxed number of dny?, that will not in course of years liocoail 
Wi'oog, and make a compleriiRUtary time DM-essnry to keep 'tw^ 
loniinnl ycur pnroilcl with the solar year. The same mtist 
fifive been the case with thiise who wgulatcd liaiii formerly by 
lunar revoJiiliuns, Thc-y woold luive to add three days to 
every second moon, or in thai proportion, in order to ma^k 
the new moon jtnd the new week coininonoe together, like tjH 
aoraiiial year and the aoliir yeur. 

Diodorus of Sicily, irho, as before said, lived before Christ 
was borHj in trivitip an account of tiiiiOB much antprior lo Ills 
own, ftptata of ywirs, of thi'oo luoiilha, of four months, of six 
laonlbfl, Thcso conld be of no other ihiin years eonipoecd of 
luniir revolutioiiii, and ihi;rcforo to bring the eevcnil pcriotU 
Lof seven days to agree with suah 3'cars, there must bare bMIl 
aoiplemi'otary dmys, 

Thfl ttinon w:i3 the first fiEtaniDfic the -world knew; nnd tlifl 
only one wluHi the face of fhe heavens Mfforded to cotntiinn 
epi';!tatorn. Her changes and bef revoluliona hftto eiitiTod 
into nil the calendars that liaie been koown in the knows 
world. 

Tiii! division of the ynsr into twelve monthn, Trhidi, a* T>r- 
fore shown, was first doac by the. K-^yptians, though arr 
with u.?:roTioniiciiI Iinowledgc, hnd refcrcuee tu rhi- 
loonSf or, taovii pri'[icily s^mkiug, to the twelve liin:i. 
ioa.i that appear in iW s^aca \ii a t^iVw '^M'if, «.\Ja,<i \..:, _ 
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of eCTon da_)'3 iad rcferecco lu one revolution of tlio mnoa. 
Tho feasts of tUu Jews were, auJ tliusu of Jlie CEirisliun 
Cliurcti still an-, regulated bj,* (ba muoii. Tlie Jtiws ubserved 
Jlie feasis of the now moon and full iiumn, and tliercfurO tliC 
pcfioJ tif aiiTL'ii dajs wua Lftcessnr^ to tbeni. 

All the feasts of the Cbrititian Cburch arc regulated by tlie 
moon. Tbat LLilIcJ Easier govci'n3 all tlie ri-st, auA tlic mgoal 
governs riiistcr. It is alwaja tho firat Sunday after tiit: Urtm 
full moon tiiaC happens after tlie vernul Kquinox^ or 21st ofl 
March. 1 

In proportion as the science of aslronotny was stuilieJ amlu 
improved tj the Egyptians nnd Chsildeans, und ibo solar year 
regulated by astro no mi cat obtiorvalious, ibe custom of reckon- 
injf hy Junar revnlutiL>[i3 becymq of less use, bolI jo time dis^ 
continued. But such in the hiLrmntiy of all parl^ of tliG luofl 
ehiuery of tlio universe, thiit a. calculation made from tUe ai(M 
tioa of cue part will corrospoud willi souje olher. ■ 

The period of seven duya deduced froin the revolution of^ 
tlie tooon round tlic earib, corrfspoudKid iieartr tlmu any other 
period of days ■would do to the rcvoludon of ihc earth round 
the Bun. Fifty-two periods of seven days maka 36-t, wliith is 
witliin one day and aonic odd hmira of u solar yi'ur ; and there 
id no uther periodical number tbat will do the fame, till we 
come to tho auniber thirteen, wbieh i.'^ too greut for conimoa 
usCj iinil the numbers hefijro Bcven are too tumult. The custoui, 
tliereforij, cif reckoning by periods ofsoveu diiy.", as best suittd 
to the revolution of tlie mouu, applied with li\^:h] conveDLencc 
to llie solar year, and hceaino uiiiti'il with it. ]lut the deciniiil 
divi&iyii »'f titoo, as rpgulalwd hy tby Ff(?iK'li L-alcudar, ia aupti- 
rior lo every Oth^r niellifij. 

There, i.^ no purt of t!ie biliV, ttat ia supposed to have bee 
Krritten by per^icms who lived bcforo the lime of Josiiih, (which 
was a ihouMiiiid years afrcr the time of JIoscs,') that mentions 
anythin;^ iibout iho Satihath, mh a diiy eoii.sri;:rati;d by lliat 
ifbioh 13 c:i!lud ihc fourth conimntHimcnt, or ihal the Jews 
li'pt imy btich diiy. Hud smysiuli d.-iy been kept, diiriug th( 
liiou^nnd ypurs vl' nliith I luu fp';tiking, it eirtainly would 
bavo been mentioned frequently; and lliut it (^hrtLtd never 
mootiined, is strong, pri'^iuuptivo, mid qm'iiuisliuiti;d evident 
that iJM such day wiiB kept, Jjut inenVtcw Va o^^^ta m'-i-^t "A ' 
IVuIn of (he iivw-uiooii, hwkI of the lulV-iiiooAi-, i^i \.Vt itNi.^ 



before fihown, worshipped tie moon ; and (be word tnthotJi wa? 
applied by tlie Jows t.j i|ic feMsl? nf tliaL planet, bihI to tbose 
gf tfi&ir ot.hi^r d«itiea. It is eaid irj Hoses, cliap. "2, "ver, II, 
jn gpeukicg of tlie Jowbli nation, "And I wiLi cause ail 
mirth to cease, her feaat-dayS, lier nrw-moona anil h-er 
iiit}is, and all lur sdotun ffiisti.*' Noborly will be so fd 
ish as to cotilciiij clitit tbc sabfiaths hero ^pultieii of arc Mosuc 
sabbaths. TIjo coiislrHction of the verso implies ibej km 
luDiir aabbnths, or sabbutha of the mooji. It ougbt also to be 
obscrvo-d that Uosoa lived in tbo tims of Ahaz and Uezckiab, 
about seventy years before the time of Jtisiah, when ibc law 
called th'U Iavt U'f Mosia h said to have been fotiQil ; and cna- 
BGii^uentty, tbe aubbaiba Ibut Uosea Epciiks of arc eubbatlis of 
the Idolatry, 

Wlien tbose prieetly reformers, (imposlora I should caU 
thciu ) UilkiicU, E-its., und I^tbemiah, bcgau to produce bouks 
(jiiduT lb(i iKiuiQ of tliii boots of Moses, they founj the ffonl 
»abliiith in use; uinl iw Lo tbe period of sevfln days, it is, like 
numberiftg ftrillimijtieallj by (jl'h^j, frOQi tinne immruiorial. 
Bill. huTLRs; fitund Ilioiii in uso, tbcj contiiiuod lo uiake tboiD 
ser^'e to tbc supprirt of their new imposition. Tbey trump*d 
up a Btory of tiie LTcalion beiwg made in six d^iya, nriid of (be 
Crtiator rc^tin^ an tlio seventh, to suit wUli the lunar and 
cbronoloyii'iil p'lriud uf seven diiys ; and tbey mainirni-lurL-J 
a MiuuiaudiiKiit to agrw with botii. liupostftrs Jilwuys wiirk 
in this mAontir. Thuy put fabks for origin:L]s, and cousce for 
effects. 

There ia seareidy any part of st'ieaee, or iinylhinjr iii iiati 
which those impn-iiorBurid blaspUcuitrs <if S'.-ii.'ui;it eulk'd prk 
a? WL'11 Cbrintians as Ji'W.-«, hiive nut, at some tiine or D(( 
l^rverted, or siiogbt In pervert to thcpiirp^se of stipvraljt 
and fulseiionil. ]'lvcry I hllig wuELJert'iil in EippMaruntT, hii^ t>i>ca 
a.4cribL^d to angtla, to devil'^, or to saints. Kvcrythiiig *ncicoE 
Liis RdttK* lL>ffi'ridary tale arnii.'xcd to it. The common ojurs- 
tiona of tiiiture h:tve not escaped {\w\r pniciico of cuiTUptiiig 
evfrylhin!*. 
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Teie uloa nf a fcitnre state wns iin niiivprsii] idcn to all _ 
tiona extfepf. tlie Jens. At the tiiiio ntid loug before Jes 
Cliritft anti rhc inon mlled liis diKOtiih'rf wore luirn, ii li;id been 
etililimuly truateni <if '>j Ciccrn in EiLs book on old Hye, by 
Pli4tL>, SiiL*r!ili;S| Xeoujiliini, mni 'lUiiir "f lUu aniMcuit tTn"ib> 
g^sls, wlioui tlie aljusivc Cbri^liim cburtib mUs Heulheu. 
Xetiopbon repreaeuts the elder Cjtms spealiiny after this itiai 
HIT : — 

"Tliitik not., Tiiy dcarOst children, ibat when T depart frot 
jDu, I ehiill be no tiiore ; but retii«inbcr thiit my soul, eve 
wbile I lived aitiong you, was invisible to you; yet by 
actions you wcra sensible it <^siisteil iu tliia body. BelitV' 
ibLTcftireexigting still, thou^b it be still imacen. Ilnw r|iii[*kly 
would the boDours of illuatrioua men peri'sli after death, it' tlitir 
Boals perfoi'tned notLitig to preserve tlipir funic ? Fnr my own 

fiart, I could never ibink that tbo snul, while in a. mortal body, 
wes ; but wbea departed t'rom it, dies ; or that its eonseiouiJ- 
negs is lost, when it is disdiarged out of an uucijuscious Lubi- 
(atioD- But wh«ii it is freed from all corporeal alliance, it h 
th'cn that it truly exists." 

Siiiee tlien tfic idea of a future existcuvo was universal, it 
may be asked, wbat new doctrinG does the New Teetaitieni 
contain ? 1 answer, that of corrupting tbn theory of Ilio an- 
cietit theojogists, by aoneKing to it tho boavj and gloomy 
doetriiie of tlic resurrection of the body. 

Ab to the resurrection of the body, whether the eJtrae body 
or ariolbtT, it is a miser^ible ooneeit, fit only to bi? pruacbcd to 
uian us hd iiaimal. It is not worthy to be co-Ued doatriue. — 
Such an ide;i never entered tlio bniin of atiy visionary but 
tboKo of t!iQ Chnstian cliurth ; — yt't it i.^ in this iLat Ibo 
nitv(.'lfy of the Kow Testament cousisls. All the othflr 
Umt1u]':4 svi'V£ but a$ prcp^ iQ this, and tbosa props aro moeit 
Wtwtahcdiy put togvtbcr. 
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Tde Cbristi&u cliurc-h is full of mirncka. In one of iLd 
churnlieB of Urubunt, they show a number of cannon I'tjlls, 
wlijfL ih^j say, tlie Virgin Miiry, in anme former wur, cniiglit 
iu her nitiatin apron aa they catue roarini,' nut of tlie t;unj"ij'i 
luoulli, uiid pruvciited tbeir hurling (he SaJntti of Ijm fu- 
TOiirite army. She does nn snfli fetits now-a-dnys. Perliirpa 
the rcoarin is, thai the icfiJels have I'nkon awiiy her uiii>i|in 
aprmi, Tbcy show also, between Mf>nfiu:irtre and the rillafrii 
of St. Diiinnis, sevcra,! plitces where ilioy pay St. Bennis at«pt 
with hh head in his handH after it Ii:i<i Ikl-d cut off nt Mont- 
tnartr-e. TIib Protestants will call tlioac thin^rs lieRj and wlitra 
id the proi:>l:' tha^t ull the other tbiugti culled luiraciea arc uiV 
as gr-cat lies as thoao ? 

[J"/itre appears to he oTi oniE*5«ion 7<crc I'n rfic «'p_y.3 

Christ, Bay those CabaltBta, came En iho fttftias of tfmf. 
Ami pniy wbnt Is tlie fulness of tioier' Tbe wcrda admit nf 
no idea. They arc porfcttly Gabaliatical. Tirue is k wonl in- 
vented to dcseribo to nur conceptirja a greater or less portiua 
of eternity. It Diny bo a niiuute, a portifln of etcmiiy nie«- 
SUred l>y thl vibriiEio-n of a perdoium of a certain length :-^ 
it may be a day, a yo;Lr, a hundred, cr a ibousaDti years, nt 
ony other quantity. Those jiortiona are only greater or lut 
CQiupam lively. 

Till! word fulness applies fiOt to any of ihcin. The iilm 
of fuleess of tiniecaiiaiM. be mnccivcd. A wfiman willi cliiM 
and ready for delivery, as Mary wa.-? when Christ was hnrn, 
miiy be s.iid to have gone her full time; but it is the voduui 
that is full, not time. 

It may alflo ha ssiiJ fignrati idy, in certain awes, that (h« 
times are full of evDOta; but tiiiic itt^elf is ineapniilo nf being 
full of itself. Yo hypocrites I luoro to timak iuEtlEig^bte 
ku|:ojge. 

It li;ippened to bg a tiuip of poaco wh^in ibey day Cltri ' "■■■" 
bora; uud what then ? Tlicro Ii:td been muuy suub iii;< . 
anri have hc.ca many such since. Time was no fuller in !">j 
' thvm than ia (he i.lUcr. V? W ■wwt W ■^owU be fultrr 
than hti ever waa Vfuxe. \i \\a-«-\at'ja,\\i'i^V«!LWii»kV 
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bureting now. But pcarc or war ijave r(?Ia.tioD to clream- 
etanceif, iiad not to tlwe; itiid tiinsc Cabalists wouli be &i as 
much loss (<j muke out any mwuiiig to fulocss of circum- 
et;ince3, as Co I'lilues^ o! timG; ;in(l if l}>i?y coalJ, it would 
fatal; for TuIqcss of ci rcuinstaQcea wpuld mean, when lliere 
uo more lime to follow. 

ClirUt, thereftire, likfl every other person, was ncitWi III tl 
fulneaa of one nor tbe otder. ■ 

Bat thougli Tre caonot conceive the iiiei of fulness of time, 
because we cannot Siave conception of a tiiae wlieti tbere sbnll 
be ao time ; nur of fulnesa of cLrcumBtiiDee, because we cauuot 
conoeive » atute of osistenco tii bo witbout eireurnetances; wo 
can often see, after a tbiug is pastj if Rny circumatiiQce, mces- 
sa,rj to give tbe utmost activiljaiid suonc-es to that thiog, was 
wanting at ttie time that tlitng took place. If sucb a circum- 
Btance was wuuting, wa may be pertain that the thing whkb 
touk pluci;, waB not a thing of God's ordaining ; who§o work 
19 alw&ys perfect means. They tell us tbat Obrist wur the Son 
of God J iu tbiit cDse, he woul J have linown everything ; and 
he tauuB upon curtli to lutikc tnown the will of God to man 
throughout the whole earth. If thia had hecn true, Chmt 
woald have known and would huvt; beeiL furnished with a\[ thi! 
possible meiiDs of doin^ it; and would have iustructcd uiaa- 
tind, or at least his opo&tles, Ju tho uso of sucb of the tnoat 
as thejf could use tlifsms'slves in facilitate the accompjibhiiieal 
fif the mission ; cooacfiueqt]^ he would luive instructed them 
iu the iirt of printing, fur the proas is the tongu« of the world ; 
and without wbich hia or their proaobing was l^eSi-lh^n a 
■j«]jia(]e eompurcd to (bander. Since thou he did not do thia. 
hi} hud not tho meana tieoesaarj to the mission; and cons' 
qiienlly bad sot the misaioD. 

They idl us in the book of Acts, chap, n,, a vury stnpid 
Bt<fry of tbe Apostles' having the gift of tonguesj aud doisn 
tuiiijuit (/_/('('« desceuded and sat upon etich of theiu. Per- 
liiips it wiiit tbis stcry of elovcn tongues that gave riae to the 
notiii-u of alitliug Jsick-daws' t(>Dgues to Piake them ttilk- 13a 
that liowover as il may, tbo gift of tongues,, even if it were 
true, w«iuld be but of little use without tho prt of pointing. 
I can sii in mj chamber as I <lo wbilc writing thia, aud by tha 
a'ld of prjutiog, nan wotid the thoughts 1 am "wtvtxvi'jj »^AV«.■^ 
cLti greatest part oF i'urope, to the "Eiaat \'n^eR, iisi.\ o^sss ' 






North Afijerica in n few ninnili^. Thi-if lui'l not. the 
ftod the want »if mtans Jt^lt-ctB fW prftltinloil minpinn. 

There are tlireo mailfs i»f (^ivmumtitL-iirtiH], Sptia' 
writing, and pritiliog, T!ie firtit h cxunrciJiuglj liuiiied. 
maQ'E voieo can be hcaril but a fetr yurda of difiLanoe ; am 
person can be but iu onu plaee- 

Writing is niUL-h iiiorB extensiyc ; but the lliiug wriUcn naa- 
not be mylUplifwi but at great esp^nse, and the lutiliiplitNtti 
will be slow aod inoorrisct. Were tbftc no otbpr meaDs o 
culatiog what priests call the Ward of Ood (tljc Old smd 
Testnmont) thiin by writing copiei:, tliose iwpipa could uotbe 
pareliaseJ at lees than fortj ponnda sterling each ; caosc- 
quGDlly but few penplo cnuld purchase tbein, white tie 
writers could eoarculy obtiiin a Itveliboiod by it, But the ul 
of printing cbaugca ull the cosea, snd opens a ec^ne as vast 
aa the world. It gives ti> man a Bort nf divine atlribato. 1i 
givoB to bim mcDi-al omnipre&encs. Ho tian be cterywbere 
3ud at the »ame iuBtaot; for wherever he La read he ts m<;D- 
tally there. 

The cflse applies not only frgniDst tbfl pretemied mi^idsi of 
CllHal. atid bis Apostles, but against everything th3.t priests 
call the word of" Had, iind agftinst all those who pretend to 
deliver it; for Lad Ood ever delivered any verba] w'-nl, be 
would hiive langhl the meana of couitnuoiciitiTig it, J 

wiibiiut the olber is incoiiBisient with the ni^doca wo > 

of the CrL'jitnr. 

The third chapter of Grene8i&, Terse 21, tellauatbat dtni 
mrt'fr Wits o/skum aiiii dofhed Adam and Kve. It was infi- 
liiteLy ujyre iDiportaiit (h:it man should Jie laught ibo art of 
printing, than that Adam i:botild be taught to HloilG a pair of 
luailier brecelie?, or hia wife p petticoat, 

T\ktg is ndotluT utalttr, cqaullj striking and iinpofi 
thut 'C'lnnccta itself with thns>e obaervatiotts Against this 
tended word of God, this manufactured book, called lit 
Jttiirfian. 

We know that whatever is of Gnd'e doing is iin&lkTubti 
man beyond the hiws which ihiS Creator has ordaineii. 
Ciiunnt lunke s. tree grow with the root in the nir niid (he (rvM 
in the ground ; we cannot rualce Iron int*) (.Joid, nor Gvid i{ 
Iron J ive cannot make TA-^f. «i \i^\t %\u&% Wtb r»ys of 
aess, nor darkness sUrae tuT\.\)i V\^\i.- "Vi W^t -wwiie. 
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thing, aa a word of OocI, it would possess the same propei-Mcs 
which all iiis nibor woi-lkg do. It would resist destritfitiva 
altpration, Bjt w« soe lliaE llie Imthk wliicli tlipy call the 
wrd tif (1-od, liiifl not thifi prthperty. That liook saja, Gencsie, 
trliap. i. V. -7, *' S'> tiud rrmlfid miin, in /tis own imaije ;" 
Imt the primer ciin make it say, So mnn crstifd God hi h\i 
otni rmnij'C. The words are pusaive to every traiispoeitiou of 
thetu, oi' o;iD be auaihilatE^d asd others put in their places. 
Tiifs is HoL the case with uiiythiug tbiit is of God's doing ; and 
therefort) tliia bool calliud tile word of God, triad hj the Bsuie 
universal rule wiikb every other of fioJ's works within our 
*c«(!h cab be tried by, proves itself tn be a foi'gerj". 

The Bishf>p aajs, that " mn'ffr-^es nvc pr^iiift- proofs 6/ 
lUfiris mi'stn'un." Admilted. But we know that men, ai 
repeciallj priflstB, can toll Ilea, and cuH tham miracles. It 
therefore TieeGsgary, that the thing called a miracle be ptovt 
ti} he true, tind also to bo iiiii'aGii1ou.s ; bcforo it cud be admilta 
us proof nf the thing culled reTelation. 

The UJahop njuht bo a bad Ingician not to know that one 
doiibijul thing faaoot be admilted as proof that aiiotber double 
fill tiling is true. It would he like attcii]p<ing to prove a. liar 
mit to be :i iiar, by the evjdoaee of another who is as gteati 
liar :is himself. '_ 

Tiir.ogh Jesus Christ, hy being ignorant of tba art nf print- 
ing, itlinwj ho Imd not Ilia nnJiiciK nec'essary to a divine mis- 
ioH, and consiT]uni]f!y h;id nos-ach mission; it does not fiillow 

at if lie bad Icnuwu tliiit iirt, the divinity of ftliat they call 
hh miiision wniild lie proved thereby, any liiorc than improved 
tlic divinity of the mnn who iavented printing, Sonietliinji 
ihwri-'fi'ri', beyond printin<r, even if be hud known it, wiia 
ci-Hsary as u mii-iicfr, to have pfuved that what be delivern 
wiie-lhti woi'd <if (rod; and this wan that thu hoak in wbich 
ibat word should be confainod, wlnvh Is now called thu Old 
and ^few Testa nitnt, should poBsess the miraenlou:^ propertj 
diiliuct fmui all hituiatl books, cf rt'sisling iilteratioa. Thi 
would l>e not oiily a uiiraclt^, but au. ever-esisling find unjvcr 
luiraele; whereas thfcscwbich they tell U3 of, even if ilicylia 
boon true, were loouitotary and lociil; they would leave mi 
bekind, after the lapse of a few years, of having eva 
: Bat ibis would prove, in aU ivgcia aiil Xn •cft.'^ 
ie diviua and not human, ats eficc\fiwiJN^it' 
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CEPLY TO TlfB IllSIUtP OP Lia»U.VrF. 



eODVuntonUy. as nquafnrtia prnves giM lo b© pold hj not bcltig 
crtfiable nf acting upivQ il ; mid delri'ts all oUier metals und nil 
counterfeit compnaitioe, Lj diBsoIv-iii^ ihcia. iyiainG thcu iho 
©nly miraelo tupuble of every prouf ia wuuljn)^, und wl 
cveryfliing Ihat is of divine origin possesses; all tlie tale 
mirnclcs with ^liicli iLe Old and Now Testament are 
aj:e lit cinlj for imposUirs to preach and li;oU to believe. 



ORIGIN OF FREE-MASONRY. 



PREFACE BY THE EDITOR. 

Tht6 tract is » chapter beloTiging to tlie tliird part of ttfl 
Age of Reason, ns will be seen hy iho references made ia it 
to preceding articles, as forming a pfirt of the same work. It 
was culled from the wriringd of 5Ir. Paine, after bis death, 
and published in a mutil.it<!(l state, by 5Ir3, Bonneville, tig 
esficLitris. Pasftagca baling a refereni;e to the Ciiristian reli- 
gion she erased, vfiih a view, do dciubt, of aecommodatiDg tLe 
work to tbe prejudices of bigotry. Tlicao however have been 
restored from tlio original maDuscript, cxceptiog a Saw lloea 
wliipb were rendered iilegiblo. 

Tlie innsuute society bad committed notliing to print aotil 
tlic year 1722, when Doct. Andereon'3 book of conAtitutionSj^— 
kc, was OT<iere(I by tbe Grfrnd Lodge to be pnnt«d. &ina«^^| 
that time the masons have puhlistied many worka reapectiug^' 
the ft-aieraityj all of which, tbrough desLgu or want of infor- 
mation, tend to obscure and embarrass the subject ; and as tha 
society had ^opted tbe custom of ihe Aoglo-Sitiion priests, 
called Druids, to keep their proceedings an entire secret, maa- 
kiud ID generai, including the greater portion of the brethren 
lliemseivea, have remained in utter ignorance in regard to its 
efitiiWishment and origina.1 intention. Various flpiicuktions 
therefore continue to be mad-e respecting tLe origin of the 
society, and its views st the time of its formjition ; and Mr. 
PaEoe, among the rest, with all bia sagacity, has suffered him- 
• self to be moat egregiously deceived by each writings of tbe 
piae^ons an bad fiilleu iato bis hands. These writera, in giving 
fto aecount of tbe society, taku up the history of architecture 
AS far hack aa sny record of it has survived tbe wreck of 
time. Wherever thoy can trace in history, whether true or 
fabulous, any account of noblo And grftud atrueturep, thoy pro- 
sitinptuouslf pronounce tliera to have been ruieiid by th.ew wv- 
titty. The /jjTttfflids of Egypt, t\nilOTifcc Qi,^sJoi^,-wV3wi«x# 




P&EFABE. 

igtence is doubted, and Soloiooti's temple, ntfuit vbich there 
haa prohaLlj been much lying, are all clfiiim^Hi tj ihein. For 
vbnt is thla ridieulous jvamde, but to mak*i Uic iinitiitminil, as 
well as tlieir own njemberB, few of wbttiu knew anylbiug aboul 
it, woadur at tbe ustoni^biug anliquitj of iba loatitatiQn ? 
WouLd aol the advice of Pcfp« apply in tbis ease ? 



' Go ! 8.nd pretend yanr fkmilf ia yonug, 
Nor i)w joQT fathers lutyg beon iools sp long,' 
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If tbe antiquity of a sect or fioeiety proved ita utility, or 
tbat it was founded In cOrroct principlesj the religioa tau^t 
by the ancient Egyptian priests^ or Judaiaai, ought to be pre- 
ferred to ChriatiauUy. 

There ia do po£giblc use to \te derived from d«cepitoa apo^ 
IbU subject. Tbe maBome society is undoubtedly very an- 
cientj huving cQiumipDced, in the city of York, to England, in 
tbfl *arly part of the touth century of the Christian era; and 
ft'OTQ tbenco it spread into other parts of Europe. It WM 
formed by men who had some koowlalge of rude arcliiteclure, 
Buch aa it was at that day, and working masons ■ and had ti« 
other ■view than jniprovfiment in the art or craft of masonry; 
whicb their writers dignify with the title of ri»/al craft, be- 
iffluSQ Bonio of tbeir Kings have iCOfii/pscenito? to become mom- 
tiers of tho SDcioty, for the purpose, no doubt, of Sutlering 
tbeir subjecta to persevere in improveuicHta in the art of 
building; ^hieh was useful to tbem, as tbey alwiiyh etand in 
need of palaces, L-astles, iind churcbeB. ^he society i^ vum- 
poscd of free men, none others arc adniitteiJ, houce (he terra, 
free maafius. At first there were bat. three degrees, appren- 
tice, follow-craft, that ia, one who bad served an fipprenlirc- 
ebip, and was outitlod to wages as a journeyman; and maisttr- 
mason. Tbe latter degree entitled ita poaseaaor to CLmtnift 
for bqililiRg on bis own aceouut. It waR not until tbo hcgin ■ 
niug of tile eighteemU contury, that any one, according' to (ba 
regulations of tbe Bociety, could be admitted a nieiaber^ wbo 
did not labour at the tradii; of maijoury, or knew F^MUiotbing 
of srchitocturO; although, perhaps, through faynur, win? 
were smuggled in who had very Little or no knowledyoof 
'\&t art.* 

t upoa the subjeot, baa beisu ^iiawM AtcW'iA.'o-j -mw«niia-»*wa». 



As to tbe tDjsterics of the craft, so mncli talk«d of, tboy 

i of the saiiio Hiiture as tliose of carpentry, or aoy oth^r 
trade; ami cousist in a knowledge of the art of nasotuy; 
which wag iliought xouch lonre of at the time the eooietj wu 
mstitutt.id, tbaa at the pn!.'§i?nt day. Tbc trifling rites aod 
cercnioQies, whit^ti the miasonE borrowed from the aocieDt 
Druids, arc mere allcgorieB, and syniboHual signs and words, 
serviag an e, iDOiliutn of B€«recy, by meuns of which the jnem- 
b«rB of the society ar« enabled to rocogniBe each other. 

There is no more propriety in prefixing the term free to 
lonry, than there is to carpcutrj, sinitberyf or to any other 

,dc. It ia inapplicable to Any art or trade ;; althmijvli it may 
be applied to the professors of it. At the tiiiie the frcenia- 
8ona' society was tirst instituted in Engkud, there wers in that 
klDgdoni both free nicii uud slaves ia all tb^ aiccbanieul trades 
then ID use. I)r. Henry, in Lis history of Great BrltaiQ, 
givitig an aecouut of the different ranks of pcoplcj &o., fruia 
449 tg lOOQ, after statiug that E-lavery bad been in some d» 
gree meliorated, obaervcSf " But after all these mitigations of 
the severitiefl of slavery, the joke of servitude was still very 
heavy, and tho greater part of the labourers, ncohunicit, and 
LMuiiuiiEi people, grouned under that yoke at the mncluBion of 
this periijd." Which wag lit) years after the eslablishment 
of tbti wasDuic society. 
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in respect tti the origin of the existing society of FrccmiisonF; which 
i.i eiiliroly speculative, unj was in.?lLtuleil at tho Cimia wbvD, ba brjii, 
[lereoiis uut tK'ing niaaona by Iro.il'e were first adiuhtifd us mcitibsra, 
\it, ia the e.irly ijurt of the ei^hteentli eenlury. Late wyiiens liave 
abowii. ttint the firnt Lod^c ever cstulilislieij upun tlic (.'Xiattttg i^jjOOU- 
lalire plan, wiia I'lirme'] in Lciiidoo, iu 171" ; lutd that a Himilnraotiely 
WM formeiJ in Si^utlanti, ID 1756. Th«se two lodges booh begnn to 
qunrrel about jireciidenc; ; each ctide&iouring to pravc ita priQrity b; 
e:U8tiag resunls at Ike' liumhlc ojechanicfil Bocietien of litbouriDg 
mksativ whiuli liml been eisln.hliahed in bath kin^iloiiis muny centuries 
bcfure. The Yurkites, in EugUnd, it is bclievei.!, prorloced ifae oliiest 
documonts: butb eoLiieliea. howitver, cDDtinued ta graat dispeiuutioas 
fur furmiii); lodgca in fiireign counlrics. 

From tliesu twu auiirteit all llie KreemaKon societies, upon tho pre- 
BQuI establish lilt ail, (iwo their urigin. Nothing of tho kind ever es- 
iatrd in Eiirojie. nr iiny otlicr qimrtorof tbe world, prciously to 1717. 

Although HBlBliSihlv jHJMHrled iipOft a BOCifttJ (it te«iV ««HiT^\\i% TP.BMSWV 
nolliing is now tuu^ht in it, out QVM "hss^B*:!"! 'A "i^**- *lV^ *°^ 
other ^rt or eciepee, — £ii. 
J9 
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All the writers npnn tliis eulijccl, wlin are members of ^H 
BDclety, end<i;tvou.r In cnnuenl (lit; nri^iii iiiid nliJotTt uf it, V^M 
wbat reason it is difficult La iiuiigiDe, except it be to keep t^| 
*orM in amazenii'tit, reppccting it. Or, pcrhnpss their pri^| 
inducGB them La coiilcmu the bumlilc, though luudabtc u^M 
useful purposes for which the ttistituliciu was formed. Kncu^P 
however baa appeared in the old records which tliejr have puh- 
lished to eetabliah the view I have taken of it, and whiflh, triie^ 
I cgmmeaced this preface, I intended to have ioBerted; b^| 
finding they wpuld extend to too great * lenglb, I urn uod^ 
the nccGssily of ouiitting them. I nilL however make a few 
esitracts from Lhe old chargea of the Free atid AcrepUtd M^h 
sons, collected from their old recordfl. at the coiiiiuaiid uf ^M 
Grand Master, by James Anderson, D. D. Approved Vj t^P 
Grand Lodge, asd ordered to be printed in the first cditiun of 
~ Q book of CDDBtitutiuQS, ou Murch 25, 17^2. 

" Cffnceming God and reliifion. A maaon ia obliged, by 
Iiifl tenure, to obe^ the moral kaw; and if he rigbcl^ under- 
Btanda the art, he will never be a stupid ^tbeiiit, nor an irreli- 
gioua libertine. But though in ancient timea iDasotis w«re 
charged in every country to be of the religion of that t'ountrv 
or nation, whatever it was, yet it ia now thought more expe- 
dient only to oblige iViem to tbat religion in which all nmo 
agree, leaving thteir particular opiinionB to themselves ; that ia, 
to }x good men and true, or men of honour and h<iuesly, by 
whatever dcnoiniimlioiis or pere-uiiBions tboy may be distin- 
guiahed; whereby magonry bocomcs the CL'ntre of union, and 
the meaaa of coDciliatiog true fri^nd^hip aoioug perstvns, 
must have remained at » pcrpetuiil distance.'*' 

Of Lod'jes. A lodge i-a a place wbierc' magODaag<>eniblo . 
Ork ; henoo that asscnibiy, or duly organized society pf 
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*William pKBton. past maater of the lodge of imtiqaitr, in 
Dlnstrationa ol Masnnrji', malics the fullowing rcmnrka on llio sn 
Hutiject. "The spirit or tbo Miuinatiiig pnast will betitmcil: 
a moral brntUer, though of a ditt'crent persuasion, c-iij^n^-e (lih est«eri 
fist nttltitnl tuUrAIiun in religiaua c-|jiBioD3 is ant of tlie most 
tinguialbiii)^ and. vuluabte c liaru.^: tori s Lies of ilic craft, .^s nil ivlipid 
temcU luoralily, if » lirollier be fourj <fl iict tiie part of d truly liuiiv't 
^ac, bJa prLvato fipoculutive apinione are left to Gnd nml hini^ir. 
"us (Jij'ougJi Ibe influeTiu* oi infcs(>iirs. w^ii^b ia rtcondlnWe lo Uie 
t poUtiy, iiil those disnuteswUiab ciuy-LVVaMtt.Mui wiur the tem- 
of men, are avoided," 
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s, ia culled a lodge ; and every brother ought to belong to 
one, ttud to be subject to its B/f-lnaf, and the gencmL regula- 
tions. 

TLe persons adiuiUcd lucmbers of a lodge, tauat be good end 
true roeu, free-bora, Urud of uiature and discreet age, no bond- 
men, no womeo, no jmiaoral or ecandaloua men, but of good 
report. 

Of ajiprenticea. CiiudJdutes mny know that no msater 
should tuk6 an a[ipreitEJci^, unless be bos suSc:ient employiDSnl 
for him, and unless he bo a perfect yonlh, having no maim or 
defect in liis IwJy, that may reuder him incapable of learning 
ihe art, of aerTicg hia master's lyrd, and of being made a bro- 
ther, and then a fellow-CFaft in. due time, even after be bas 
served Hucb a term of ycjirs, aa the eustotn of the couotry di- 
icts ; and that he should be descended of honest parents. 

Of the mntiaifrimenl of the t:fiift in worfii'ig. All Masons 

all work hont:stly ou working days, tbat tbpy mny live cre- 
ditably an holy days; uud the time appointed by the hiff of 
the land, or confirmed by cuatomj ahall be obBerved. 

The most expert of tSe follow-craftsmen Bhall be chosen or 
appointed the master or overaeer of the Lord's workj who is 
to bo culled maf^tcr by those that 'work under him. The erafts- 
moa are to avoid all ill-knguags, and to call each other by no 
disobliging naiiio, hut brother or fellow ; and to be-bave tbem- 
eelvea courteously withiu and without the lodge. 

The master, k'nowiDg himself to be able of cunning^ shall 
nndertake the Lord's work aa reasonably a3 poeaible, and truly 
dispend his goods aa if they were hia own; nor give moro 
wages to any brother or apprentice thau he really may deserve. 

Both the uiaat^r and the m&eoQB receiving their wages justly, 
aball be faithful to the Lord, and boncatly finish their work, 
vhether ta&k ov journey ; nor put the work to task that batli 
n accustopied to joaruey, 

Nono shall discover envy at the prosperity of 4 brother, nor 
supplant him, or put him out of his work, if he be capabtfi to 
finish the same ; for uo man can toiflh another'a work so muoh 
to the liord's profit, unless ho be thoroughly acquainted with 
designs and druufzhts of him that began it. 

When a fellow-craftsman ta Bboscn warden of the work 
tJto xaaeteij he aball be true both to luaster and ieUoi 




Bhalt carefully oversM the work id the nitwSr^oSBe^? 
tlie Lord's profit; and Iila b^e^h^en shall obey him. 

All miisoiis euiployeii shall meekly rcceirc their wagt^ wi^H 
oat mnrmurin^ or niutiuy, nod ant deBort lIid muster (ill d^| 
irork is fioistied. 

A younger brother &ball bs instracted in working, to pre- 
vent apo^iling the materials for want of judgaientj and for IH 
creasing and Qpatinuing of hr<i{h''rli/ hve. V 

All ibo louU used In working ahvM be approTod bj the Grand 
Lodge. 

No Iftbourer ahaU be employed in the projier work of ma- 
Boary; nor shall Freemssoiis work -vrith tbriac thuf. arc woi 
Jrt?., witLout an urgent uecesFity ; nor shall they teach Ifiboor- 
evB and unaceepted diiis.ot]8 as they Bhonld teoeK a brutb>cr 
fellow, 

Oj' beJiavioitr in (Tie Lodffe wAj7e coTtstituJ^jl. If any cc 
plaint be brought, th? brottier foiHid guilty shall stand to 
award and -JeterTniBiition of tho lodge, who are the proper and 
OOmipcteiit iudges of all such controvereios (unless you c.irry 
it by appeal to the Grand Lodge), and to whom they ought 
be rcfcn-edj unless a lord's work he hindered the mean whi'^ 
in which case a purtioular refercnco may be made; but ye 
iDUBt never go to law about wLaIr concernetfa masonry without 
an tibisolute necessity apparent ta the lodgo. 

ffchai'Mur in prffen'!>; ofstrungere owi matom. Ton shl 
be cautious in your words and carriage, that the most pcQC 
trating stranger shall ngt be able to discover or find tmt what 
ia Dot proper to be intimated ; and sometimes you «hall divLTt 
& discourse, and manage it prudently for the honour of the 
worshipful fraternity. 

Bdiaviour at hom«y and{n,}/iiur neighbourhood. Ton are 
to act as becomes a moral and wise man; parti<.mln.rly not 10 
let your family, friends, and ncigliboura know the concerns of 
the lodge, &c,, but wisely to conault your own boiinur, an 
that of tho ancient brotherhood. You mnat also ooneuU ym _ 
health] by qot continuing together too late, or too long froia 
hoioe, after lodge hours ar« piist; and by avoiJiijj' uf uluU 
taoy^acd druakponcss, (hat your fannilies be not n«glected ^ 
injnred, nor you di3;ibled from w>'jrkiiig. 
I Behaviour (oioards a g(raii;/i: Lrothr.i; Ynu are cftOtloui 

^0 cjaajide liim, in sucli -a luoVViQi *a ■^riis.'w* aWl.^ 
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you, that yon mny not bo imposed npon by nn igDnranf 
preten^kr, whom you are to reject with cs>iii|ein[tt and derisU 
and bewjire ■nf giving bim any bints of bnowIeJge. 

Sut if you discover him to be li true and genuine brolbe 
you are to respoci hiw accordingly j and i(" lnj is hi wii-at., you 
must r^ili^Te bim if you can, or else direct bim bow he may 
be relieved ■ you must employ biiti sume dnys., or else recOm- 
mcud Lini to be employed. But you are not charged to do 
beyuud your abi)it>y, only to prel'ur a poor brotSicr tbut U a 
good man and true, bflfore any other poor people ia the sama 
circumstauces,"' 

All tbo old charges bav« a reference to FrceuuBons in the 
capacity of labourers, and us "t/omi men and tj-ue," and no 
doubt bad a benefieial effect. Bwt the substance Jiaa beoo lo&t 
sight of, and tlio skeleton, or sbadnw, ouly rettiiued. ' The 
mummery of tbd Druidicid priesta, with ibSititc additions of the 
same cast, 13 cherished as the deaidemtum of knowledge, enl- 
cukted to coroplpte the bum of human happiness and perfec- 
tinn* The corruptions of the society a-eetti to have kept pace 
with those of tta Christian religion. It ia at thia day as dif- 
fereut to what it was, as the CSristianity now professed is to 
the religion taught by Jesus Christ. lu his time there wcra 
110 Doctore of Diviuity — Right I^Tcrend Fathers iu G-od, nor 
their HolinesseH the Popes. Ncillier were there in the Society 
of FreemasoiiB, at Its i^simioeQiceiiient, any G-rand Secretaries 
— Grand Treaaurers^Emghta of Malta — Captain-G-cnorala — 
Gcticntli^simoa — Most Escpllent Scribna — Moat Excellent 
High-Priests — Mflst EsecUent Kings^ &e., &c.* To which 
Knight now, perhaps, very appropriately be added, Grand 
Bottlo-holder aud Cori-drawer. 

The admission into the society of kings, prioces, uoblaineQ, 
bishops, nod ductorti in diviuity, as patrons of tho institution, 
lias probably lieeU the cau^e of bO great cLaBge. These men, 
it may be presumed, hrought much of their consequence with 
them EUto the lodge, and vt*ir^, no doubt, addressed in a man- 
ner SHit.iible to their snpp'PSfld dignity in other stationa. At 
nny T:\ti-, by whatever mtana these hif^h-aoundi ng titlog may 
tavc bcnn iutroi'luced, ihey ap])p:ir tidieutouia when applied to 

* Tljis is trup. if refiTEaL't! bn mude lo what it koi^ wlicn under the 
tnftnkgeiuent of Llio tcid smMQi*, Uiu ofcratiTCA jicevioualy to the ' 
1717. * 
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meintera of an inslitntion fouwled fnr Fiicli purpn&e its t^H 
of l.Iic Miimiiiic Si»ficty, and ouglit to be abunilonetl. ^M 

It i^ difficult, at lliia time, for nieuibera of rlie Society, fl 
aTi_vli'>Jy '^■Ise, to say wbat bem-fit is. tij bo iknved fruia tbil 
mii^ii^al arta pretended to be practised io t!ie lodges. The 
mystic ritea and ecremoniea of Ike Egyptian prieafs, [i.initod 
down to tlie Bruids by Pyttingoraji; tbe niiraeuIouB slories rM 
latcd nf tbe ancient Jows ; and the tf^cndnry t&Us of RomtH 
CiLtholic superstition, fruitful sourpcs of irapositinn, bare tc^B 
mn^fickcd to find snbjticts for new degrees to be tacked to tBH 
Society of Freemasous. I buve iii my ptisseasiu-n a list of 
forty-tbroe degrees in irLat is called rrL'cmasoury ; oae of 
vhicb is tbe order of tbe Holy Gbogt, 

rif, as here re'presenfed, all this iiiiVsticHl nonsense has been 
pDtruded into the society, it may be a^kod. Why do men of 
Bcnao attach tbemsj^lTes to it? I answer, many retire from it 
aftef taking two or three dcgfces ; some have politiciil or olher 
ainiater ^ne-vra TThicIi retain them ; and, furthcruiore, most mea 
are fond a? distinctioQ in some way. Any taaa of common 
understanding, by being punctual at tEie meetings, and paying 
Btrict attention to tba ceremonies, may become vrardeii. tbat is, 
overseer, or some otlier graad officer, even that of Moff Wor- 
I ship/id Grimd Master; and ia tlifl mean time keep luouoting 
np tbe ladder, from myaterj to mystery, till be arrives at Ibe 
forty-third degree of perfection : ■which, hawevor, in my opi- 
nion, cannot he of the least possible advantage to him b^rc ta 
hereafter, any further than tbe oonseqaencc it may give him. 
Aa to those who servo in tbe ranks, they probably con.^id«r 
thfimaelvea aufficiently honoured by being held aa Urothers 
by tboHQ whom they think their euperiors, and {•t:ruiitted to 
pariii.!e the streets witji ribboua and while aprousj tu the amaia- 
ment of the jiro/nne vuJgflf. 

Notwithstanding the remarks I have made^ T am by 
mcQiia inimical to the Masonic Society : for 1 Iielieve it to 
a liberal, soeial institution, in which persons of iho most ■ 
poBite opinions on rL'li^ioua and poUtiea! subjects associate! 
the utmost harmony. By these friendly ineelin^iB, it \s la ' 
pr«Bumed, tbat pany ppirit, bolb in politics and roiigioa. Irjse.i 
mucli of ila iipperjty among the ra-eiub^ir-s ; and ijjat thoa 
ifio otbeTwisQ might ba^^ii en'-Gi^'-'ttmftd Uo-stilfl ft.'«jiiiys towar 
Mi^A oihevj beuomc tmaOLS. lnl\iva v™*-'^'^*'^^^^!**' 



mil 



deserfCfi to be h^H in the highest estimation. Ii'or however 
laudable zeal may be in a JH?t caq^b, when cumed to excess, 
80 as to escilo personal ill-wi!l towarJs otiiera of contrary 
optDi[>Da, it degeneratos into itii kiiidr<]!d vic^, IcaJIng to hatred 
aad persecution. No good reasoo can be given why men of 
tlic same or similar societies should entflrtaiii greater partioJily 
for one DDOtlicr, than for othcra of their fellow-mfln, any 
further than their merita whou known may deserve; and to 
this it is generally limitett nmoag men of aease; still, in con- 

■|«f!nna of the obligritions by which Masona are honnd to 
h other, and n sort of bigotry in lusiny, ibis partiality bu 
its good effyata in mitigatini; the evils of war; iind, f( 
men who travel, a dipl-jma from a Lodge hus pUEaed as a tut 
of rocomniGHdatioq in foreign encntrieg. 

As a charitablQ institution, the Musonio Society ought to 
held in high cdu side rati an. The rnslief it grants to its me.til' 
bers and their families in distress, ia Very considerable. Bat, 
tinfortutiately, as I am told, its raBana aro vpry much exhaui^ted 
by expenses iTJcurred for refreshments at tho regukr meetings. 
If cneh member were required to pay for what ho consmnea 
at those meclinga, the Societ.y, in consequence of its numhtTS, 
by it-B iueome iirisiug from annual contributions, foes of initi- 
uticm, &e-, wotiM he enabled to do more ju ebarity, perhaps, 
than any private society in exiBteneo. 

As til whaii Mr. I'aiiie has said upon thia abstruse enhjeot, 
I take the liberty of observing, that, iti my opinion, QDtWltll- 
Hlanding the talents bo has bestowed npon it, and tho iutGresfi 
he has given to it, bi^ reniarks, made doubtless in the TitmoBt 
BiTiccrity, are culculaled to perplex and embarrosF readers not 
cooversant in [hcse matters, as much oa thoac of uny other 
aatbor, whose design was to involve it in uDint«Uigibla mys- 

'' In thougliia more elerntc, lie reiLBon^d high. 
Bat ^oiind no end, io -natiilEirbg muea loBt." 
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OEIGIN OF FREE-KLASONEY. 



It h sAvbys undergtftCMl tfcafc Free-Maaons Tiave n secret 
which (hey carcfally conociil ; but from cTtrylhing that can 
be collected from tlicir own accounts nf Masonry, their real 
Bocrct is no other (ban ihdr origin, which but few of tbem 
undtTstand; aod tho.'ie who do, eoFolnpe It in mystery. 

The Society of ^lasons are di^tio^uiahed infn thr^ olnESCa 
Or degrees. Isl, Tlic Entered ApprenUce, 2d. The Fellow 
Craft. 3d. The U&atit Mason. 

The entered jipprentice knows but little more of Manonry, 
tliao the use of ei^^ns and tokens., find certain steps nn<] words, 
by whieli Masons eiin recognise each other, without being dis- 
covered by n person who U not a Mttson. The fellow craft la 
not TuucU better inctructed in Masonry, than the eutered 
apprentice. It is only in the Master Mason's lodge, tliat 
whatever knowledge remains of the ori^io of Magonry is pte- 
Berved and cfinceaicd. 

Id 1730, Samuel Pritiebard, member of a constituted lod^ 
in England, published u treiuisc, entitled Munonri/ DtJui'n-h.J ; 
and Enade outb before (be Lortl Mayor nf LoDdoii, that it 
WHS u true copy. 

"Samuel Frttcbard maketb osith that tbe CKipy bereunto 
annesed is a Irue aod gcnuiue copy in every particular." 

In bis work be bas given thu eutechisnii, or examSnalioD, in 
question and answer, of the apprentices, the felJow craft, and 
the Master Mason. Tbcrc waa no difficulty in doing ihis, as 
it is more form, 

In lijg iutrodoctioa lie Bays, "the original institution of 
Masonry consialeJ in the fouuii-ition of ibe libtTiil arts and 
sciences, hut more especiwlly in Creomclry, for nt rhe building 
of the Tower of Biibel, the art and mystery of Mnsotirv was 
first introduced, and frnin thrncp handed difwu by Euolid, « 
worthy nntj excellent miitheuiaticinti of the Egyptians ; ;iiid ho 
onmmaiiicAted it to Hiram, itt Tilaatec Mason uuDccrucd ili_ 
Siding Solomon'a TempXt Vii Jem^eni;* 





Beaidea tte ftfeaurdity of deriving MaaoBry froiD the baild'- 
ing of Biibel, wbcpo, nccordiug to the story, the confueion of 
languages prevented the baildera understoTidJiig each other, 
aad GOUseque'iiEl^ of commuQEcatiDg any knowledge tlicy had 
there, ia a glaring contradictiun iu point of chronology in tha 
account be givds. 

Solomon's Temple waa built and dedicated 1004 jeora 
before the ChristiuD era; and Euclid, us may be seen in the 
tables of chronology, lived 277 years before the saipe era. It 
was therefore tmpossible that EucUd could communicat* any- 
thing to nira.m, since Euclid did not live till 700 years after 
the time of Hiram. 

Iu 1783, Captain George Smith, inspector of the Royal 
Artillery Academy ut Woolwich, ia England, and Provincial 
Graad Master of il^sonry for the county of Kent, published a 
treatise entitled, The Use and Abuse of Free-Masonrj, 

In his chapter of the anttciinity of Jlasoorj, he njakes it to 
be coeval with creation. "When," says he, "the aovereign 
architect raised on Blnaonrc principles the tcautcoua globe, 
and commanded that moater science <j eometr y, to lay tho 
planetary world, snd to regulate "by ita laws the whole stupen- 
doua syateoi in just unerring proportion, rolling round the 
central sun." 

" But," coDtinucs he, "I am not at liberty publicly to nn- 
draw the eurtaiu, and thereby to descant on thia head ; it js 
SMred, and will ever remain so ; tbo&e who are hononred with 
the tiust will not reveal it, and Lhosc who are ignorant of it 
cannot betrny it." By thia last part of the phrase. Smith 
means the two inferior claeaes, the fellow emft and the entered 
apprentice, for he says, in the nest page of hia work, "It ia 
net every one that is barely initiated into Free-Masonry that 
is iotruEted with all the mysteries thereto beloDging; they am 
not attainable ae things of course, nor by every capacity." 

The leavued, but unfortunate Doctor Dodd, Grand Chaplain 
of Masonry, in bis oration at the dedication of Free-Mason'fl 
Hall, London, traoea Masonry through a variety of BtageB, 
Masons, says he, are weU informed from their own private and 
interior rocordsj. that the building of Solomon's Temple is aa 
important era, from whence they derive many mysteries of 
their art. "Now (says he), be it remembered that tliia gi 
event took place above 1000 jeaia bft^Mi* ^bis CWwJAfta. 
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and consequently more iTian a century before Hompr, the fi 
■of the Qrfeian Poeta, wrwtu; and nbuve Bve ceiiliirirn licfi 
Pythagoras brought from the east his flub^inio gy^t'^ia of Ln 
niasoDic in&tructiou to iilumiuate our western W(nl>L 

" But remote as this period la, we dat^ aot from thuQce t 
commenconient of our art. Fol- though it might owe to tin; 
wise and glorioua Kiog of Israel, some of iis miiny luj 
farms and hieroglyphic deremonifls, yet otjrtainlj, the jirtit 
is coeval with man, thfl great sahject of it. 

" We trace," contiuaea he, "its footsteps in the most dis- 
tant, tb« most remote ages and nations of the world. Wa 
find it amongst the first aud most celebrated civilizcrs ^f tho 
L We liaduco it regularly fram the fii'st astronomers wq 

e plains of Chaldea, to the wise and niysUa kitig^ nnd pricsU 
of Egypt, the sages &f Greece, and the piiilosbpherft of Itome." 

From these reports and declaratinna of Masons of tbe high 
est order in the institution, we sec that M;iBO-nry, without pu" 
licly declaring so, kya claim to some divine communicHiti _ 
from the Creator, in a manner different from, nnd untionnccteit 
with, tbe booli which the Christinns call the Bible j aud the 
natural result from this is, that Slasonry is derired from some 
very aacient religion, wholly iqdepi^adeat ofj and uncoDQeotcd 
with that boolf. 

To come then at once to tbe point, Masonry (na I shali 
show from the cuatoma, ceremonies, hicrnglypbics, and chro- 
nology of Masonry) is derived, and is the remains of the re- 
ligion of the ancient Druids; who, liki3 the magi of PcraiE 
and the prieats of Heiiopiilifi in ilgypt, were priests of the 
Sua. Tbey paid worship to this great luminary, as tbe great 
visible s^aat vf a great invisible fiist icau&e, whom they styled, 
Time without limits. 

The Christian religion and Masonry have one and the eatne 
common origin, hoth are derived from the worship of tbe sun ; 
tbe difference between their origin is, that the Christian 
ligioa is a psrcidy on the worship of the sun, in whieh th 
put a man whom ibey call Christ, in the place of tbe sun, s' 
pay bim tbo same adoration which was originally paid to t1 

D, as I have hhown in the chapter on the origin of 

ristian religion,* 



*lleferriBg lo an unpablisbcd '^'OTtiiiikOt Oiia witrk of Ttkich Uiit 
'ter J'urais a part. 
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Masonrj- many of ihe oetrcmonioe of tlie Dmida are p: 
vi^ii iu tlit^ir orig'iiril »t:\la, at least wltliout nay [)a.roc)] 

tbetn Ibc xuti is alill the sUQ ; and his iutage ia tlie fo 
(hfi Bun, in tlio grcal oniWeniat-ical ovniimPiit of Mo^oai 
Igea aiid MasoDic drosai's, It. ia the reniral figure on the! 
apruua, and they wear it aha pcadax\t no tbe breast in their 
dges aad in their proceaakms. It has tbe figure of n mha, 
at thu lioad of the eua, as Christ is alwajs n-prescnted. 
At wLat period of aatiijuity, or in wbat Diitii^D, this roligion 
was first estabtishi;d, is lost in the labyrinth tif nnrecordeJ 
timea. Il is generally ascribed to tho ancient EgyptianSj the 
Biibj^loniana utid Chaldeans, nud reduced afterwurdH to a. 
system regulated by t-he apparant progress of the sun through 
tbo twelve signs of the Zodiac by Kornaater tho lawgiver of 
Persia, from wheiico Pylbagtjrua brought it into Greece. It 
is to these matters Br. Dodd refers in the passage already 
quoted from bis oration. 

The worship of the aun, as the great Tssible sgent of it g 
Bvisibtc first oause, time without limtts, spread itself over 
ptiaiderable part of Asin and Africa, from thence to Greece 
pd Rotue, through all ancient Qaul, and into Britain and Ire- 
id. 

Kmitb, in bis clapter on the anticjuity of Masonry ia 
^nlain, says, that "notwithstanding the ohseurity which en- 
|lope& mu^Bouiu history in thut (.'ountry, Tsrious cirmimstuuces 
'MitrihuLc to pmvG that Free-Masoury was ialtodiieed int 
Britain about 1030 years before Christ." 

It citaTiQt bo Masonry in its present etate that Smith hg' 
ailudca to. The Diuida flrjurisbed iti Britain at the period. ha 
speaks of, and it ia from them that Masonry is deBoendedi 
Smith has put tbo child in the place of tbe parent. 

It Boiuetimes happens, as well iu writing as in conrersation^ 
that a person ieta alip an expreBsion that scrreB to unravel 
what he JBtendg to conueal, and this is the c&ee with Smith, 
for in tbe Bauie chapter he says, " The Druids, when they com- 
mitted anything to writing, usL-d tLa Greel^ alphabet, and I am 
bold to asacrt that the moat perfci;t rcmahia of the Druid's 
ritea and ceremoniifs arc preserved in the cu&tmna aud cuk^ 
mouic.'t of the Maisons that are to be found existing among 
niutklud. 'Oly brethren," eays he, "may be able to traoe 
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tbem miit greater exactneBia than I am at liberty to 
to t(ie public." 

This ia a cotifession from a Msstcr Mason, without intend- 
ing it to be SD uaJerstooil bjr thfl pabllf;, tlial M:t8"nnry is the 
remains at ibe rcHgioD cf tbe Druids ; tbg rea^ona for the 
Mftsoms keeping this & secret I Ehall explain in the course cif 
this work. 

As the stn^j and oontemplAtion of the Creatm- in the vorks 
of the creation, of wiiicli the sun, as the great visible ngent 
of tbat Being, waa tlie visiUc obj'Cct of the adoration of 
Bnii'ia, :ill their rdjgiouii rites [ind ccretiioDieB Lad reference 
to tbe iippar«nt prograss of tlie sun. thnjugb the twelve signs 
of the Zodiac, and hia influGorc upou the earth. Tbe Masuns 
adopt the Bume pr.icticea. The roof of their temples ot 
lodges ia orn^msnted with a sun, and the floor is a representa- 
tion of tlio Viiriegaled face of the earth, either ty carpeting or 
by 3Ioa!iic work. 

Freo-Masona' Hall, in Great Queen street, Lincoln's Inn 
Fieliis, IiQadoii, is a uiagni&ccnt bmlding, and co^t upwards 
of 1^,000 poumis slerling. Smith, in epcak-iwg of this build- 
ing, sajH, (page I5"2), "The roof of this magnificent hull ia, 
in all probahilUy, the higlii^st piece of finished n re lii lecture in 
Kiiropc. Ill the centre of thb roof, ft most resplendent sun is 
represented in bDrniEhed gold, Burritnndcd with tbe ttg< 
Bigna of the Zodiae, with their respective characters : 
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Ariea 


tJ 


Taurua 


n 


Gemini 


?3 


Cancer 


a 


Leo 


m 


Virgo 



Libra 
Scorpio * 
Sagittsrius 
Capri cornus 
AqaariTia 
PisccB 



After giving tliie description, he flitys, "The cmblematicsJ 
meaning of the aun is well known to the enlightened and in- 
quisitive Free-Mason : and as the teal 6un ia situuttird in the 
centra of the universe, ao the emblematical sun ia the centre 
of real Masonry. We all know, continues he, that the eun ia 
the fountain of light, the suiire<j of tho @easDD9, the <!auBe| 
the vicisaitudfa of day and atght, the parent of vegetati 
the /ricad of man -, hetnie thfl seienti&c Free^MlWOU onf 

inpws the reason wUy trU^ e>M3;^ ^& ^&aeA.\n. AJ^c c«Qtr« of Clut 

beaatifal hall" 



The Masons, in orilef tci protect themselves froin (he pe 
ciitioD ni the Cbriatiaii cfiiircli, have alwaj's spctken in a mys- 
tical manner of the ligure of the son m tlieir lodges, or like 
the astrouom er Lukndi), who i3 a niasoo, luiin u\enb ujion tha 
eubject. It is tlicir secret, eirpecklly in Cutliolic countries, 
b&c!iiise the figure of the Bun is the expreesive- critenon tbat 
denote!) they are deec^nded from the Dmid?, aud that wis«, 
elegant, philosopbJcal religion, waa tliG fuHL oppoaHia to 1^9 
faith (ti the glo&niy Christian uhurch. 

The lodges of the Maaons, if built for the pnrpoaej are 
Btnietcd in a raanner to correspond with tlic apparpnt RiotioD 
of lljB snn. They are situated Enat and West. Tbe inasler'a 
place is always in the East. In tbs esaniiBiitiDn of au entered 
apprentice, tlm master, atuoug many other guegtions, nska bim, 

Q. How ia the lodge situated? 

A. Kast and West. 

Q. Why so? 

A. BecauFO al^churchea and chapels are, nr ought to bo so. 

Thia answer, which Is mere cateehienml form, is not an 
answer to the que&tiun. It does uo more tijuit remove the 
qucjjtJOD 3 poii]t further, which iff, why owglit all cKuruhea 
and chapeis to be an? But as the entered apjirentfce is not 
iQitiated into l.he Dmidical irtjsteries of Masonry, he is not 
asted any questions to wtic-h a direct answer would l 
thereto. 

Q, Where Btands jonr master? 

A, In the East. 

Q. Why so ? 

A. As the ^un rises in the Ba&t, and openj th'C dqy, so the 
master stands in the f]ast (with hia right Land upnii bin left 
)}reast, being a al^, and tho &r]uare about hia ncckj, to open 
the \od^., and act liis men at work, 

Q, Where stand jour wardens ? 

A. Id the West. 

Q. What 13 their busiueas? 

A. Aa the suh seta in f he' Weal to close the day, so t' 
warden.^ stand in the West (wilh their right hands upon iheii 
left breaata, being a 81^0, and ttio It'vcl and ^lumh rule ahont 
tUcir necks), to close tho hidgc, and disniisa the men fro 
lahi>ur, paying thetu their wages. 

Here the uaiue of the sua a meuUQa«d,WV\^%^' 

no 
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itiiTie. of Iiihimr, iirnl iiiit t« any rciiyirm? I'miJiL-a! riu* <jf 

oereuiDny, aw it would hi»vc wuh ruspfnt lo tin.- eituafii^a of 

lodges E;i3t mid Weet, I liave atr«ady observed lu tlie chap- 

ir on the ofigin of the Christian r^^ligiun, Itot the sitaatinn 

cbtinihea Etiat iind West is taken from the worship of the 

,1), which rises in ite Knst, atitl lias nnt thfl letiat reference 

the peraoo cttUod Jeans Chrial. The ChriaCiaus never burjT 

their dead on llie North side of a church;* and a Manon 8 

Lodge iilwa^vB liaa, or is aupposcd to have, three wiadovrs, 

wliich ore ctilleJ fixed lights, lo diBiioguisb them from the 

movable! lights of the sua and the luoon. The niustur 

the eutcrtjii appreaticc, 

Q. riow aro thoy {the fixed lights) sitaated? 

ir A. K(it<t, Wfcst, and South. 
I Q. What nre their usea 7 
A. To light the men to and from tbeir wark. 
• Ttiis may have bc-en the cnae formerl/, but I believe, At prwenl. 
Very lillla ndentioti ifl ynlJ lo llie po*iltiin of burying grounds, in 
rcspwt t« iiliiii'i'lii?s. In repn.pt] tu ■■ llie slciinticip uf ttiurcli«B 
and VVrst," I fiiiil IIlc rule kab obserrsd a& lAte na tbe tim^ of litiildf 
St, PiKurs Cntlu'liBl, wliiflh Iybh fioiahed in 1697. WiUincn Presto 
ill giving & ilr^criprinn of this ciIlIjcg, m Lis llIuslratioDH of Mna^nt 
says, •• X iCrlct icgiird to the icitiialioDi cf tliis Cntheilral, dui^ E| 
nn^ WcBt, [itis givi;u It un uU1i<|iic itppearnTici! with rcspecL to Lu(i)^4 
blrect in front ; ho Ihiit thf: ipreat front pnU: ia the BuiT->uQdiii^ ir 
rftils, hfinji mii'Ic Ui n;j;nrd tlie street ia front, rather tbau itie ('liiiri" 
ti) tvhiuii it ticlriD^^, Ihi; stiitue of quecu Ann, tb^it ia eiaiill^ in the 
DkuliiU uf tlic west frnni, is tlirowt) on odc si<Jo ibi; etniigSii upji-ma 
Trom the gnte to tbe Cliitrch, and givea nn iilen of die ^Jii>!e: edit 
being awry." In 1707i Sir Chrisuipher IVren, the Archlttct .if 
Paul's t.'nthedr.il, in n leCtKr udJresscd to a joint commisxioner «l 
himieJf for building fifty atiirclies in ndilitiDD to Dtliem nlri'mty bu 
tn supply tliQ pku4] of tliDsc destroyeil by tbi ■:Q0fl:Lgr4tiua of 169 
cibaeTv«a, " I ^ould mrisb tbat all Itie bunala in Churches should 
disallowed, which ia hot ooiy Tinwholes&ttie, hut the JiAVfimentB 
fitrer be licpt eicn, nor iiews upright ; and if the Cliwrclli-jjird is close 
about tlio abureh, Una idea It anqooifenient. It will W' ioiiiirirJ, 
where Iben ehall be the burials 1 I aiihwer, in ccmeteriea eented in th* 
out-flkiria of Ih* town, Aa In tbe rituation of the Cliurchte. 1 should 
Jiropoae they he brought fia furwarJ ns pnsaibic into the largL'r and 
m-oro open atroet?. ^iur lire isn, I think, ton ni«ely to ijliAerTc Kaet 
aiid Weat ia tite position, unpens it TiiUh opt iifupcrly." 3e<; 
bob's Book ot Conalitutiuaa of the Frcc-Masana. — BDiroa. 
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[Q. WLy are there nn Itgbts iu (be North? 

I A. BffHUJie tlid Biin diirts iin rayn from llicnce. 

Tbis, auiung noiui^rnus other i^l^(fll"lces, shnws iliat the 
iriBliiin religion, luid llasonry, have oue and the same corn- 
won origin, tho uiicieut worphip of the siin. 

Tlio liigh festival of the Masons is nn the day they call Si 
John's diiy; but every eiiligiiteiieJ Muatui must know that 
holding their fGslivul on this Oay hus do refcreocc to tde per- 
son cafloci ?t. Jf'bn [ and lliat it is rinly to disgiiiisc the true 
cause of holding it on ibis dny, ibaL Ihey enll the diiy by that 
same. Aa there were Masons, or at luiist Druids, mnny ceu- 
tunea before the time of St, John, if eucli person ever -psistied, 
the liolding their f^stiviil oo this day muat refer to sotuc cause 
totally uuconnccted witii Joho. 

The case is, that t|io dny culle'l St. John's day is the 24lh 
of June, and is "what is called Midsummer-day, Tlie gUD la 
thou arrived at tbe gammer eolstiee; and with respoct to hla 
meridional altitude, or height at high uooii, nppoars for ggmg 
daya to be of t.hc same height. The as-tronriinical longttst (lay, 
like the shortcat day, ia not every year, on account of leap- 
jcar, on the same nutnerica! day, and therefore tho 24th of 
June is always taken for Midaunimer-d.iy ; aad it. is in honour 
of the guQ, which has then arrived at his greatest height, in 
our bemiephere, aud not unythiug with respect to St. lynho, that 
this uonual festival of the Maaona, taken from tht Druids, IB 
celebrated i>» Jlidsummer-day. 

CustomB will often outlive the remembrance of their origin, 
and this ia ibo case with ttspect to &, custotn Eitill prnctiHed in 
Irekcd, where ibc T>ruida flourished at the time they flourished 
in Britain. On the cso of St. Joliii's day, thot ia, on the eve 
of BlidsumtuGr-day, (he Irit-li light Urea on the lops of tho 
hillfj. 'J'hia can have do rcfcreuce to St. J»hu ; but it has 
euiblemutiirsl reference tg the sun, which oa that day is at his 
bij^^boBt BUminer elevation, and might iu H!ommoP language ha 
KUii to have arrived at the top of ibe hill. 

Aa to what Masons and books of Blasotiry toll us of Solo- 
tnou'e IViiiple at Jerusalem, it \s nowise imprcbahle ttat soma 
iii[H»i>iiio ceremonies niaj' havti bt'en derived from the buildio 
of ihat teiiiplii, for ilia worship of the aun wuw in pi-jietiee niun 
centuries hwfocH the tumplo esisledj or buforu the Israolit 
oame Qot uf Kg/pt. Aod w« kearu £i:om. \!b% V^^atj '^'^ 




Jewish Kings, '2 Kings, clinp. xxn. sxiii,, that the 
of the Bua wup jii,Tfiirrii«! \<y thu Jews in that ti^iupli'. It. is, 
Iinwever. luucli to be (ioubted^ if it wus dooe with tbo sorue 
Bcit'OtiBc pui-it>' .iuA religtoiiB myrulily, with wbich it wae jht- 
fomivil by the Druids, wLo, by ali accounts that liistorically 
ecmnin of tbeui, n'ere U. wise, learned, and moral olasa uf [uen. 
The Jews, on the coutrary, were ignorant of ustronomj, ^ud 
of scieuce in gmcral, and if a religion foumicd upon astrom.nar 
fell into ihtir baiiilt<, it 13 ahnost eertfiia it wauld be comipled. 
We do not ivad it] the history of the Jews, whcthtr in the 
Bible or elsewhere, tbtit they were the iuvsutors or the im- 
provei-a of any one art or sciflnce. ii\Qn in the building of 
tWis tuiupU, the Jt^ws did not know how lo squace and frame 
the tiuibcr fur beiritining ami tarrying on (he work, nnd Solo- 
njon was nbliged to send to Hiram, king of Tyre (Zidon), to 
procure workmen ; " for tliou koowest (siiys Solomon to Hirain, 
1 Kings, chup. v. vcr 6), thai there is not among us any UmC 
can Ekilt lo hvvr timber likti unto tbe Zidonians." This temple 
was more properly flirrini'a temple tban Solompn'a, and if the 
Masons derive anything from the builiJiag of it, they owe i 
the Zidonians and not to tho Jowa. — But to returu to tho 
3hip of thp sun in this temple. 

It ia said, 2 Kiugfi, chnjj. xxlii. Vit. 8, "And King' Ji 
put down all tlie idivlatrouri priests ibatbarned iuctnse 
the sun, the moon, the jilaneta, and alt tho host of beaver." — 
And it ia said at the 11th ver. "and he look away the borsea 
that ibe kings of Judah bad given to the sun, ut the entering 
in of the liouee of the Lord, and burned the chariots of the 
sun with fire, ver. 13, aud tho high places that were before 
Jerusalem, nhic-h were on fbe Tijrht baud of tins mr,>uiit of cor* 
ruption, which Solomon the King of laraef hud Luildid for 
Aaiorelli, the aboiaitinlion of the Zidoniana (the very people 
that huilt the temple) did tlie king defile." 

Besides these ihiugn, the det^cription thnt Joscptius gires of 
the decorations of this temple, resembles on a. large scale thnsd 
of n Mason's lodge. He nuys ihnt the disiributi™ of tbi* sfvi*- 
ral parts nf the toinple of tho Jyws represenled all uaiure. par- 
tiijularly tbe pnrts mn&t appiirent of it, aa the huti, the ni' 
the planets, the ZiKliac, tho earth, the elements; and that 
sjstem of the world was rctrticcd there hy niimerous ingeni 
ejnblems. These, iu ^ ^yiAjiAaWv^, atft wtiat Josiuh, iu 
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ignorance, calk llie fittotninaMoTis nf tlie i!i(ii-iQ;.tn9.* Ever 
thinp, however, dnvwn frnin tbi^ toniple.f and wpptied 
JIasonrj, utill refers tn ibo worsliip of tiie aun, lowev^r coi 
raptcii or uiiwundfirittorjj hy iha Jews, iinJ, conecquem!^*, 
tbo roligioa of tlic DruiiJa. 

Anotber drcuiustance vihhh sbowa tJiiit Mnsoiiry is derire 
frrtm soitie aneiont sy&LoTii, prior to, ami wn«oDiicc(vd with, !be 
Cbristiaii rclijiiou, is tlie cbronolngj, or method nf couuting 
F.lmi:?, tiawl bj the MiisoiiH in flie recurtis of (hoir loJgt'S. Tbey 
make no use of what is called tlie Cliristiaa era; smJ ibey 
rciJttin ttieir montba DumericHlIj, ns the aiidfnt Kgyptiaa(' 
dii], iiiiii aa tli(3 Quakers do now. I have hy int, a ri!i;urd of i 
Freneli luJge, at tbe time ibo Into Dufcin <if Orkaus, tbnu Duks 
de ChartrGs, was Grand WdStor of Mnsonrj in Frauce. It 
begins aa fivllows: " X« Irendejne Jour (hi sijieme mijU ilt. 
I' an lie hi V. L. ctmi riiit gejit i:eni »uix<iii(f, Iruh ;" tbat id, 
the tLirtcenth day of the sixtii mnnLii of ibo year of tlie veae- 
ruble K'd]^o, five ihoasami seven buodrod and seven ty-tEirce,, 
By what I observe in Englisli booka of Masonry, the Englial 
Wajioaa use iko initials A. L. anil not V, L. By A. L. thej 
tnetiQ In Ebe year of tho lodge,J aa the Chriatians by A. D. 
meau m the yoar of oor Lord. But A. L. like V. L, refers 
t« tbu Bamc vhrottological cra^ tbat is, to the supposed time of 



* SmiCb, in. speoking of u Lodgo, sayi, w-hen tlic Loilge is revenled 
tn) an entering Masop, it discovers iq him a Tfju-e^Fnlaiion o/thr vorMi, 
in which, from the wnndcra of notarc, we nre Icit to coatcrapilate tie 
gt£At Origi&iil, ftud worship him from hia mighty worka , utid we tir 
Iherebj also moved tn exeroiae those murn.1 »ii(l saciAl virtues whiali 
t)e«)QDn» mnakind a.a tlio eerfanta of th>fi grcut Arobitect of the world. 

-jr It luaj not; be inifiropi^r )i«ro to obsiurvc, tbat tlic law colleJ tb9 
law rrl' Muse» cikul^l nnt hnve bucn in eiiatcnue at tht' Time trC ImilJing 
tkiB temple. Here is the Eikc^ness nf f biliirs ia beavCQ ubave, and id tlto 
enrlb bvEieatb. Aad nv roail in 1 King?, chup. 6, T, thnt Solonioa 
mildtt clienibs and cburabims, that lie carved nl] tbe wails of tfie liouSQ 
rouiiJ about wiib cborubiuaa nad palm-trceB, aikd opea floware, and 
ttiat be niHili: a imolleD sen, placed on trrelve oxen, UQii tiic ledj^ea of 
it WBre tiriiiimected with Iidus, osen, und clisrabiiDS ; all ibis is con- 
trary lo lljH Isw, eiillud ib-e Inw of Mosca. 

J V. L, usi-il by t'ctiicb Maeocia, are the initialB of Vruie Ln- 
luiore, ti'Lie Ufliti ami A, L., uaed by tlio Eiigllub, are the initinla of 
Anao Lucia, iu tbe ycnr of light, liut na in both coses, aa Mr^ I'aioa 
olMcrvcs, rfireruui^e is hud tg tlie supposed tiate of the creation, Ida 
ffiiaUke u of ug couji^uuvuce. — Bdiiob. 
1>0* 
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the creation. In the ifhaplep on l.Jic npigiii of tlip CltTis 
religion, I have sbnwn lliat ihe cosmnginij, rluit is, the uf'r:itaai 
of the creation, wiiti wljk'li the br-ok "f Gu-aeMs opi'tis, liiis 
taken and been mutitatgd ftoui rht Z')iii.E-Avrjlj» (?f Ziirnaa 
aad is fixed as a prcfmcrt} lu the liiblo, aflai-r t]i« Jevs rH>urn«d 
frmii captivity iu Uabjlab, and that ihc rubbins of tlic J«wa 
do not hold their account iu Genesis to bo a fwct., but mew 
allegory. Tlie six thouKind ytitfa in the ZcDd'A^<t>*ia, is 
changod or interpnlateJ into six days in the uccoiint of tJi-Tie- 
ua. The Masons appear to bave chuscn ibe mu\<} pL'riinU a.cid 
perhaps to avoid the suspiciou and proaticuiion nf ibe cLili'cIi, 
baYe adopted the era of tbe world, as Che era of Miuntiry. 
The V- L, of the French, and A- L- of tho Hnglish Musuqb 
answer to the A, M. Anno Mundij or year nf tho world. 

ThctUgh the Maa-ons have taken many of their ct*renimiii'8 
and liieroglypbica from the nncicDt Egyptiniis, it is i-erioiD 
tlicy have not taken liieir cLrouology from tiifUce. If tliey 
htkJ, the church would soon huve Eent them ta tho istnke; 
&a the chronology of the Egyptians, like that of ihc ChincwO, 
goes many thousand years beyoad ihe Bible chronology,, 

The reiigion of tho Druids, as before paid, was the sjitiie as 
the religiou of the ancient Egyptians. Tho prieE.ts of Ji^ypt 
were the prufesaora and tea^herB of science-, mid wi,t{i slyVd 
pricsis of Ilcliopoiia, that is, of tJio t-iV^ "/ the jtwir, 'fha 
Dmids iu Enfope, who were the same cirder of lucn, hflve their 
name from the Teutdnic or ancient Germuu laugu;igc; llic 
Germans "being anciently called Teutones. Tho word DruU 
Bignifies a wise mar). In I'ersia they were called fn»gt, wliiijh 
Bignificy the sanii! thing. 

"Egypt," says SiiiUh, "from whence we dt-rivo muiiy of 
our mysteries, baa alwity& borue a distinfjiuisbed nmli in his- 
tory, and was once celebrated above all others for it,a nnLJijiii- 
ticB, learning, opulence, and fert.ih'fy. In their systont, thny 
principal herci-god,*, Osiria and Isis, th^ologicftlly represented 
the Supreme Bting and universal nature ; aud physically, thft 
two great cclc»t]4il Innjitiimes, (be sun and the moon, by whose 
influence all nature was nrtuiilc-d. The esperiL^nced brpth^ 
of the Society [^nys Hniir!i in a note in this pa-^^ag'-) ftre 
iufnnued what affiniTy lliese eyuibida bear to Maswory, 
why they are used iu a\.V M.i5,iiii\': "Liidgea." 
In speaking of lUc appiiel ut OtveTAaaDna'-WL'Swoi 







fwTt of wliich, as we ocg in their public proceaaions, is a. white 
lealber iiprun, lie auys, " the Dri;i<Jft were apparelleJ in wIiiLe 
at ilie Lime of their BwcrifiMS aad eolcmu ol&cos, The Egyp- 
tiuu priests of Osiris wure Enow-i^Iiite potton. The Greduq 
Und most Other priests wore white garnients. As Slasons 
regard the prineiplog of those wA«) tc&re the Jir»i ivoffkipi 
of the true Gad, imitate their appitrel, and assume the badge 
(if iunocence. 

"The Egypt.iana," continuea Stnithf " in the earliest ages, 
CDDStitutod II great auuiber of Lodges, but with asBiduoua care 
kept their Becreta of Mo^onr; from all Btraugera. These 
secrets have heen imperfectly bandod dowQ to us bj traditio. 
only, und ought to be kept uodiscovGrcd to the laboure 
cruflsmen, aad fipprentices, till bj good behaviour &i)d lon 
Btudjj thej become better a<5quaintcd io geometry and the 
liberal arts, aod thereby qualified for Masters and "Warde; 
which ia seldom or ever the case with English Maaons," 

Under the head of Free-Masonry, writtea by the astronom 
Lulanie, in the French Kucy eloped i-a, I eipeuted from bis 
great knowledge In EtBtronomy, to Luve found much iBformation 
ou the origiu of Masonry; for what connesion can there be 
between any iostitution and the sun and twelve sigua of the 
zodiac, if there be not something in that iDstitutioD or in its 
origin, that (ma reforcnee to astronomy? EvcrytLing ciaed as 
an hieroglypbicj has reference to the auhject nnd purpose foir 
which it ia used ; and we are not to suppose the Frcc-MasonH, 
among whoiu are many very learned and scLeutifie mcQ, to be 
Buoh idiuti^ UB to moke use of astronomical eigua without bo 
ujtroiiomicul purpoao. 

ifut I was muL'h disappointed in ray e^pectatir>» from La^ 

l»iide. Fa spcaktiig of thG origin of Masonry, he sujs, 

'ori^'Hr tie fa niarnnnerie ge pfrd, comijte (ant d'aiitrei^ 

a« rvfinriir/'it rfes teiiipf.^'' that ia, th^e nrijrin of MasKdrj, 
like many others, loses itself in t-he obstiirity of time. When 
I ciinie to this expression, I supposed Lalande a Mai;nn, aud 
ou iiHjiiiry funiid ho was. Thta pa&simj oetr saved hiiu from 
the euiharnis^iiuent whieh MusoiiH are under reapeetiog the 
ili.sclu.'iure of their origin, and ^hieh they are sworn to CMOceal. 
'here u SI sotic-ty of Masons in Dublin who take the name of 

uidd ; ilifise Ma^ona must he supposed to have a reaaoQ fi 
tag that name. 
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T come Tinw to epeaW of Ibe t ;i«se of gecrccyi 
Masona. Tlie naiuial gourfe nf &ecreby b tea 
any new religion overruns n (nrsncr ri-Iigioii, llie 
of the new tL'uonie the jierwciitoi's tif rliii <.lil. Wo 
all the instances tbat liisLory hriiigs hel'are it?, M']i< 
the pricBl and Sbapbau the scribe, in the ruign of ti 
fouDd, or prcLooded to find the law, culled the law 
a tLouEuod years uftcr the time of itIo»oe, and it d( 

Eear from the '2d book of Kiugs, ctaplers 22, "23, 
iw was cvtr practised or koowii before the lime of 
established that law as aoiitiounl ndi^ion, uod p 
piicals of the sim to death. When the Christian reli 
ran the Jewif<h relipon, tbit! Jews were tbe coDtinui 
gf persecution in all Christkn countries. When i 
t^Dt religioQ iu Eiiglanii overmo tbe iionnna Cutboli 
it was made death for a ('atholic priest to he fouD 
Land, Afi this haa bwn the caw in ^11 the instunce 
any knowledge of, we arc obliged to admit it with 
the ease ih question, at:d that ivht^n the Olin&tinn rel 
rail the relifrion of tho Druids in Italy, ancient Ga« 
fiod Irohindj the l>riiidB became the subjects of pi 
This would naturally and necefii^arily oblige such i 
remainod attached to their original religion to meet 
and under the BtroDgest injunctiuns of sc-L-rccy. T 
depended upon iU A false hrotber might expos 
of iD&uy of ibem to destruction ; and from the reio! 
religion of the Druids, tliua presersed, «rosf the i 
which, to aYoid the name of Draid, took that of B 
practised, under this nevf nanie, the rights imd cat< 
Bruida. 




My DEAa AND VENERABLE FRIEND : 

1 received with groat pleojsure ^-onr frienJIy and affec- 
tionat43 letter of Nov. SOth, and I thank you also for the frank- 
aeaa of it. BfitwocH men in pursuit of irath, aod v/haao ubjeot 
is th<; hsppJQega of niaa botli here »u<i hereafter, tbere ought 
to be DO reserve. Even error Jiub a claim to indulgeDcc, if 
Dot to respect, wtL'n it is holieved to be tmLt. I 31H obliged 
til you for your affectioaate rcmcmbraticc of what you styl^H 
my ficrvicea id awakening tb^ public miml to a deckratiob ■>4^^| 
iniifpeudence, and supporting it after it waa dcclareii. I alBftj^^ 
like you^ have ofCfio looked hack on ihoaa times, and haTe 
tliouglit, itiiLt if indepeudeDce had not been declared <Lb the 
tiiai; it wiis, the public mind oould not have be^a bruuglit up 
toil aflerwards. It will ioiiMediatcly ocyur to joa, who were 
so inlimali;ly ^ci\ti<iiuted nith, the aituatiuii of thioga ut that 
liliK'', l\iut 1 iiUude It) the blac'lc tiiaoa of Mventy-iix } f( 
tliougb I IciiKiw, and you, ray frioad, also know, they were 
other tliun tlie natural cotiser|Uenocs of the military Muodera 
of that CJiiiipuigDj the country might have viewed them as 
proceeding IVoiJi a natural inability to Bupport ita cause agaiuBb 
the enemy, and have sunk under the despondency of tha.t inia- 
coiioeived idea. This was tbe impression agninat wtiicb it was 
neuessary the couotry ^bould be strongly aiiimated. 

1 now Clime lo the second part of your IctlGr^ on which I 
h\fA\ he aa frnnb with you as you are with me. "But (aay 
yoli) when T hntnl you had turned your mi'nd to a defeuce of 

/itliiUtj/, I Mt myself laach a5totii''hed/' &c. What, my 
fri«ud I do yoii call iK'-Uuviog iu tiod inf'ftlU^'? for ill 
: great point mtiiitloiied iu tbe A.^% bi %£u»^% '^^^^n^kie^ 
divided ielieiif and aUiyoricdl di'!mVtw6. 'Vcl*! ^v&i.«^ 
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Xilail<)air (Dr. Wntsnn) nrtt onlj licit rowluilj.'es thw, bii 
me some cottijiUnifiits iijion it, ia Itis answer to ibo - 
part of that wofk. "Tlierc xa (says he) a piiilosophicftl eut- 
limtty ID aome of your iJcus, ^Leu apeakiug of Lba Creator 
of tbe L'niverao.'^ 

What, then (myiBuch esteemed friend, for I do not reflpeot 
you the less because we differ, and tbut perhaps Dot much^ in 
religious eeDtiiuents), wbat, I ask, is tlie thing called injida- 
iify? If we go hack to your aocestors and miae, three or four 
huadrcd years ^g^^i — ^*>^ w^ must have fathera s,tLd grandfn- 
tLors, or we eliould noi hare been here,^ — we shall fiud Iheia 
praying to saints and virgins, and believing in pnrgatory and 
transubataotiation ; a.Qd tht^reforc all of uaare infidels, accord' 
ing to our forcfdtliflrB' belief. If we gn back to times mi 
aucicDt we ehalt agaia be infideb, accurding to the belifif 
Bonie other forefathers. 

The cuse, my friend, is, that the world has been (iTerrua 
with fable and creed of human invention^ with scvtarltis of 
whole nations agqiust other natioaa, aod sectariea of those sec- 
taries in each of them against each other. Kver^' sectary, 
eyeept the Quakers, have been peireecutors, Those who fled 
from persecution, persecuted ia their turn ; and it is lliia COD' 
fusion of crccda that has filled the world with persecution, tnd 
deluged it with blood. Even the depredation on your com- 
morco by the B^rb^iry powers, sprang from the erusodea of 
the church against those powers. It was a war of creed 
against creed, each buastiug of Clod for its author, and reviling 
eaeh other with the name of infidel. If 1 do uot belii^re u 
you believe, it proves that you do not telieve as I heliesfl, and 
this is all that it proves. 

There is, however, one point of uQion wherein all religionfl 
meet, aud that ia in the first article of every man's creiid, and 
of every nation's creed, that tas any creed at all, / brhuve in 
God. Those who reat here, — and there are millions who do, — 
cannot be wrong aa far as their creed goea, Those who cboon 
to go further mny be wromj, for it ia impossible that all can 
be right, since there is bo muoh eon trudic lion amoug them. 
Tlie first, tlierefore, ace, in my opinion, oti tie safest t-ide. 

I presume you are so far acrjuaiqted with ecclesiaftticni ti)i>- 
tory 33 to know, aud tVvc Bi^iUop who iiiis answered me Xius 
been obJiged to a-ckuQW^eigjfe \.W tac^,^.W\. lia&ViwJt^ that com- 
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' pose the NewTestament were voted "by v/rng and iioya to be^^ 
tlm Word nf GoJ, as you- now voio a law, tj tbe I'npisb Coua- 
cils i>f Nice iind LaoJicoa, about, fourteen huDcIreJ aai fifty 
yeiirs ago. With respect to the faot tbere is no dispute, uei- 
ther do I mention it for the sake o( controversy. This vote 
may appear authority ennugh to some, nnd aot authority 
euough to others. It is proper, however, that everybody should 
know the faot. 

With respect to the Ago of Reason, which you bo much 
condemn, and thut, I believe, without having read it, for you 
hay only that you heard of it, I will iuform you of a circuai- 
stoiitie, becauee you caanot icoow it hy other niieans. 

I have said, in the first page of thu first part of that work, 
that it had long been tny iutention to publish tuj thoughts 
upon religion, but that I hail reacrved it to a. later timo of 
life. I have now t.o inform you why I wrote It, and published 
it at the timt I did. 

id the first place, I saw my life in eontinutil danger. My 
friends were falling as fast jib the guillotine could cut their 
heads off, and as I expected every dnj the same fate, I resolv- 
ed to begin my work. 1 a:ppeared to niyaelf to be nn mj 
dftath-bed, for death wa3 on every side of me, and I had no 
time to lose. This accounts for my writing at the time 1 did, 
and BO nicely did the time and iuteotion meet, that I hid not 
finisbed the first part of the work m-ore than ^ix hourt:, before 
I vraa arreBted^ and taken to prison. Joel Barlow was with 
me, and kuows tbe faet. 

In the Beoond place, tlie people c>f Franao were miming 
headlong into atheism, and I bad the work translated and. 
pqblisiicd in their own language, to atop them in that career, 
and fis them to the first article (oa I have beforo said) of 
every man's creed, who has any creed at al!, / Leltem m God. 
I endangered my own life, in cbc first place, by opposing in 
tbe Coavention (he executing of the King, and Esbounag ta 
abow they were trying the nionarflb and not the man, and that 
the Crimea imputed to bim were the crimea of the monarobical 
eyHtem ; and endangered it a sec^ond time by opposing atheism, 
and yet tome of your prieata, for I do not believe that all are 
perverse, cry out, in tlic icur-wh'iap of monarchical priestcraft, 
what an infidel ! what a wioJtcd man i& Thomas Puoftl t^'^ 
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miglit as well add, for Lc bi'licvca lei Got], atd id b^m 

BuE all this wrtr^whonji of t.Le pul|iil, Img soiiio coiicei 
ol>jeuL Religion is not the cause, l>ut ia tlin Klulkiiig bol 
Thej put it foi'WArd to conceal tliem i-clves IJi^tiirid it. If 
Bflt a flr.crct tbat lliere has been cv parly composed of llie 
leaders of the Federalists, for 1 do oot int-ludc nil Federalists 
With tlieiT leadera, who tave lieon working by vnrious means 
for aevcriJ years past, to overturn thu Federal Cooslitntidfl. 
estalilisbed on the repreaeiitative ayBtem, and place government 
in the new world on the corrupt Byatcm of ihe old. To 
BCCDcnpliah thi& o. large Manding army vaa unQefisa.Ty , and sa a 
pretence for inlcb an army, tUe daogcr of a fureiga iuTanion 
must be bellowed fgrth, from the p«lpitj, from Ujc prcs&, and 
ty tiicir public orators. 

I am Qot of a diapositioa inclined to enspicion. It is in its 
nature a mean and cowardly piisaioa, and upon the whole, 
eVcn admitting error into the case, it is l>Gtter; I am sore it 
is more jijeiicroua to he wroag on the side of coaEdence, (liaa 
on the aide of snspicion. tint I know as a fa«t, that tie 
English Government distributes annuully fifteen hundred 
pounds sterling among the Presbjtcrinn ministere in Erifrlund, 
and one hundred among thosu of Inidand;* and when I heat 
of the etrangc discouraea of some of your ministers nnd pro- 
fessors of colleges, I canaot, ns the Quakers say, Bod frocdoni 
in my mind to acquit them. Their anti-revolutionary doctrJTics 
invite suspicion, even against one's mil, and in gpite of one's 
chacHy t-j bdieve well of them. 

A3 you hsve given me one Kcriptare phrase, T will give yoa 
anotht^r for those ministers. It i^ gaiil in Exodus, chapter 
asiii., verse 28, "Thou alialt not reTiale the Gods, nor curss 
the ruler of thy people." But those ministers, such I meaa 
as Br. Etamons. cnrse rtiler and people both, for the majority 
arO) politically, the people, and it ia those who have chogra 
the ruler whom tbey rnrse. Aa to the first part of the verse, 
that of not ri-vUijiij ike Gods, it makes no part of my Scrip- 
ture: I have but oue God. 

* Tliere nniat undoubtedly he a very gross rowlabe io reEpeut i 
dttiDUnt said to be Cipttnled; tlio sHinis inttmlod lo he expros^r-t ' 
prohhi}ly fifteenhiSBilrtjii tli()iiEii.uii,TBi4. m«ik>i-Q>lr'i(J tliQUJiaad iiooiitbj 

EoiTOfl. 
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Sinco T l)egan this letter, for T write it by piece-meals as 
have li'isure, 1 have Bcen tlie four li-itcrs that [ia?eed LetwccQ 
yr>u aod John Adaiua. Id yuur first letter jou say, "Let 
diviueii awl phllosupbcrs, gUlesmcQ and patriots, uoite their 
idenvnurs- to rnwvfile the oije by inculcating in the minds of 
youth Me fnar and love of ifie Uei/y, aud vnivcrsul pliUait- 
tkrojiy.'' Why, my dear friend, this ia esagtly my religion, 
and ig the whols of it. Thai you may hare au idi3a that ths 
Age of Reason (fir I beiicTe you have nnt read it) mcalcateS 
this revipreutiai fear aod love of the Deity, I will give you a 
paragraph from it 

" t>o we wiint tn contemplate his power ? Wc see it iu tlis 
immeTisity nf tho Creiition. Bo wo want to eontem])h(te hiB 
wisdom ? We see it in the unchaugeuble order by wlitcb tLe 
ineompreliflBbible wbolu 13 governed. Do we want to cou- 
teraplate his niuujBcenee i* We i^ee it in tb« abundance with 
wliich he fills ibti c&rlh. Do we want to conttiiuplate his 
nieroy? We see it in bis not withho-ldiog that abundance 
even from the uTitbankful." 

As I ■j.m fully with yon in your first part, that respecting 
tjio Deity, so ain 1 in your scconJ, that of vniversal jjftUatt- 
thri'i>ff ; by which I do not mean merely the sentimental bene- 
volence of wisliing well, hut the practical bpncvolenee of doing 
gi">d. Wc cannot serve the Deity in a manuerwe serve thoao 
who cannot do without that Gervico. He needs no servieea 
frfiin an. We can ndd nothing to eternity. But it is in our 
power to render a service arLrptalfc to Isim, and that is not by 
praying, bnt by erideaiVfiuriug to malio his creatures buppy. 
A man does not serva G-od when be prays, for it is himself be 
is trying to serve ; and as to hiring or paying men to pray, as 
if the Deity needed instruction, it ia iu my opinion an abonti- 
catiou. Que gnoj school master ia of more use and of more 
vnlue than tt load of suth pursouB a3 Dr. Emmons, and some 
otiierg. 

Yoa, my dear and maoh reappcted friend, are now far in t!he 
Talc rtf years ; X have yet, T believe, some years in store, for 
J liavp a gnod State of health nnd a happy mind; I tako care 
■if Ixiih, by nourishing the first with temperaDce, and the kttei 
wiiii abiiiidaTicQ. 

This, 1 believe, you will allow to bo tho true v^'iloso^li 
life. Yoa will see by my Hi'iTii \elUx Vi 'Oiwi oSvusoa 
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United Stales, fimt I hare be?T! expi>.«<;d t", nnd presprvoi 
thniBgli many daugers; but insleaii of bn9i.»ting ilie IJi-ity 
with prayers, an if I liislrusteJ Liiu, or must flit^lali! lo liitii, 
I reprised tiljself on his protection. : aud joU, my fricof!, wij^ 
fisJ, even io your last mousents, raorc c-onsnlftfiob iu the silence 
of reaiguation than id the murmuring wisli of prayer. 

In everything which you say in your seconcl lettor to Jotii 
AdaiBS, respecting our rights as men and citizens in tLia vorld, 
I am perfectly wiLii j*iu. On other points wc hiiTC to ansvcr 
to our Creator, and not to each other. The hey of heaven is 
Dot in the keeping of any sect, nor ought the road to it to Ikc 
obstructed by any. Our relation to each other in this world 
is as men, aud the inati who 15 a friend to inao. and |o bia 
tights, let his reliftiuus opinions "be what thuy may, is a good 
citizen, to whom 1 cati give, as T ought to do, aud as crcry 
Other ought, the right hand of fellowstiip, and to none witii 
more hearty good wdl, tnj dear friend, than to you, 

Thomas Pain: 

Federal Oify, Jan, 1, 1803. 



EXTRACT FROM A LETTER 

TO 

ANDREW A. DEAN * 



I receivfcd your friendly letter, for which I am obliged 
joa. It is three weeka agn to-day (Sunday, Aug. 15) that I 
wag Btruck with a fit. cf an apoplexy, tliat deprived ma of all 
sense and TDction. I hud neithor pulse dot breathing, and tho 
people about mo Buppoaad me dead. I had full exceedingly 
well that da:y, and had just taken a slioG of broad und butter, 
for supper, and waa going to bod. Tbo fit took me on the 
etairs, as suddenly as if I bad been ^hot through tho head; 
and I got so very much hurt by the full, tbut I have sot been 
able to get in and out of bed bwcb that duy, otberwlso tbau 
being lifted out m a blanket, by two persons ; yet all thia 
wbile my mental faculties have remained aa perfect as I ever 
GDJoyed them. I conaider the scene I have passed through 03 
itn erperimeat on dying, and I find that death has no terrors 
for mc. Ab to the people called Chnatians, thej havo no evi- 
dence that their religion is tme.f There ia no more proof 

* Mr. Dectu rcntod Mr. Paitio's rarni n-t N«w Rocholle. H 

f Mr. Paine'a stitering' upon the subject of religion on tbia occasion^ 
It mAy be preswiiiBtt, waa ■ocGasioued by tlia following paasage in Mr, 
J>eani'a letter to biiu, lii. 

"I buve re-ii>I whh gooJ p.tEentiflrt ymir mamigcript on drearaB, and 
«iainin&llaii oU tliC iiroitb^ci-VS in tbd b\blb. i am nnw searching tha 
old propbesipa. anil compnrin); tbe suine to those sniit io be ijuotcd In 
the New Testflnion'- I cu)itcii»s the omupiirison is a, mn-XKef worthy o^ 
Dur at riiiU9 niitiiticn : 1 know not tbe re^iilt till I fini^li ; tlicn, if hH 
l« living, I abKH i^ommunicatG Ibe same to yoa: 1 ho^e la be 4^| 
you u snoo i^a peanihlo." ^H 
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Iliat tlie BiMc is tbe word of Qod, tlian tbiit tlic Koran of 
Muhoniet is the word of GoJ, It is eJacation ni^kea all ibe 
difference. Man, bcforo he hcgftis to tiiink for bimself, is as 
macti tlio child of habit ia CVnals aa be is iu ploagbiug uud 
sowing. Yet creeds, Jikc opiaiooa, prove nothing, 

WLero is the evidence thut Che pcrEoa ciilled Jeaus Christ is 
tbe bcgoLtuQ Son of Hod ? The cofc admits not of evideuce 
either to our ficases, or our mental faculties ; neither has God 
gircn to man way tulunt by whic^h such a thing 19 compre- 
EcDsiblti, It cannot therefore^ be bd object for f^itli to a^t 
Upon, for fdith is notbing more than au aascnt the miud gives 
to BOintrtliiug it sees cause to believe is fact. But prieata, 
pt-eutibdrs, uod faaatica, put imaginatinn in the placo of fuith, 
and it ia tbe nature of the imuginatiou to believe trithoiit 
cvi<ienpB. 

If Joseph the carpeuter droamod (as the book nf Matthew, 
chap. 1st., Biyn he did), ihnt his btitrutlnjd wiff', Mary, wm 
with child, by the IIii]y 4.ih»!nt, nud that an angel told biin »u ; 
I aiD not obliged to put fuith iu lii^ Ji'Iuiiei, nur do I put uiij, 
for I put ao fuith iu my uwn dreams, nud I gbouM be Treuk 
and foolish iodeed to put faith iu tho dreams of others. 

Tbe Cbriatinn roliginn is dcrogntory to the Creator in all its 
articles- It puts the Creator in an. iuferior point of view, Uud 
places the Christian Devil abr»vc him. It is be, according tu 
the absurd story in Glanegis, that qutwita the Creator, in the 
garden of Eden, and stealH from him his favourite creaturq, 
man, and at last, obliges him to beget a son, and put that son 
to death, to get inan baek afralti, and thb thd pnestg of th« 
Christian religion call redemplion. 

Christian authwra flxcliiiiii iigainst the prnctiee of offering up 
bauiaa Hacrifit-es, which, they say, is done in eoma countriMj 
dnd those aulbnrs make those esclamittiona wilbout ever re- 
flecting that tbeir own doctriue of salvation is founded on » 
human sacriSce. They are saved, they say, by the Muwl of 
Chriet, Tbe Cbristian religion begins witLi a dreiim, and 
ends with a niurdei'. 

As I am now well enough to not up Bomo hours io the day, 
thongh tiot well enough to get up without help, I employ oiy- 
eslf us I have aWa'Js dotiB, in endcavnuring to briug man to 
e rigUi use nf t\ic rwvson iVal. t\tA V^Si ifj^ctt biin, and 
t his niiud iiuiucliaVcly lo '^\^ <i'Efc'a.VOT,MA^w.\ja< 
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^^BeoondaryLeings colled niedtaWrfi, as if God was Eapersmmated 
I or fercN^ioua. 

An to the boot calleil the Bible, it is blnspltcmy to wJI it 
the word of God. It 13 a book of lies ami c«y!itraJic:]'..D, aoJ 
a liistory of tad times and bad meu. There is but a few gooA 
characters in tlie whole book. The fable rif Christ and his 
tweke apostles, which 13 a pnrody on the sun and (he twelve 
eigna of Cho Zodiac, cupisd from the ADrieDt religions of the 
enatern world, is the least hurtful part. Ever;ihin^ told of 
Christ bus reference to the suq. Ills reported rcsurrectioo is 
at BU11 -rise, and that oq the first day of ihe week; that is, on 
tlie day anciently dedicated to the ?un, and from iheucc call'ed 
£!uDday ; in Latin Di/^i So/i'jt, the duy of the sun ; 113 the neit 
day, Mimday, is >]oOn-day, But ibcre ia not room in a letter 
to explain these bhtngf). 

While iiiQTi keeps to the belief of one Godj his reitson nnites 

with his creed. He is not shoclted with ci^ntradictions and 

orrid sturies. Ilis Bible is the heavens and the earth. He 

holds hta Creator in all bis ivorks, and everything he bohalda 

epirea Lira with reverence and gratitude. Fnini the good- 

esa of God to all, he learns hia duty to his fellow man, and ■ 

eelf-rcproved when be traiiFgresscs it. Such a man is 

rgccuter. 

ut when ho multipliies his crcod with imaglaary thinga, of 

which ha can hare neilher evidence nor coaeeptioUj sueh us 

tbe tale of the G^trdcn of Edeci, the talking bor;>cnt, the fall 

of uiaa, the dreams of Joseph, the carpenter, the pretended 

rcsurreetiim and ascension, of whith there is even no historical 

relation, for no hi&torian of those times mentions auch a thing, 

^Bbia gctu into the pathless rcglofl of confusion, and tum^ cithet 
^^Bi»atk> or hyiiocritc. C lie forces bis mind, and pretends to 
believe whiit h-e Aoca not believe. 1 This ia in general the caso 
with the luelhodistti. Their religion in all erefid and no morab. 
I have now, uiy friend, given you 11 J'uc simih' of my mind 
on the Buhject of relij^ion and creeds, and my wish is, thiit you 
make this leltur sa publicly known as yoa find opportunitiea 
dwo^r. 

Yours in friendship, 

TliOMAS PAIK3 

N. y.A,i3. um. 

•21* 




MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. 



FROM THE "JTEOSPECT, OB VIEW Of THE tJOKAL WOlllIlV 
JCAL WlJllK, KBITKO AND M ttLUllED BS tLiJIC TtLHES, 



Tli« folJowing fugltiTtr picoca ■were written bj Mr. Pa 
occaaioQallj to pu?a off an idJe h&iir, and tnuimiiDicaled f<ir t| 
Prospeot, to aid liia friend, j\lr. Puliucr, iti s\ippif,it of tic 
publicabLon. Perljups, tti eoiuc cases, H niny appcur tbat t| 
eame ideas have Ix^eii csiireascd in his otiicr works; bur, if 
the TariouH poiuta of view, in which tbcj are here placed, j 
is prcsuined, will dgI fuil to gire an iutercst to these miec 

The sn ic Eigumtarcr: ure coutiaued as were subscribed to 

I^rigiiiaJ Humcmicatigne- 
— 
E. , EEMAEKS ON K. HiVLL'S SERMON. 
■'Jlie Jfilioiping piece, ohUi/nujtf/ '■nmmiiitinilrif hy Mr. l\til 



Jbr t?W. Pronpt'rt, ts ftill uf thitf Di-ufrwsf tif vtliicf, tit, 
cuitj nj" i^xprcsiwii) ami ^:/t■tJrllrs.1 of liittrriiiHrnl j'nr \rtk(i 
this esecdieiit author h so remarkaolc in all hU vriti'n<ri!.J 
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Robert Hall, a protestant minislcr in Kiighmd, prtarb 
and published a sermon ii^inst wlinl lie citlls " }}vifrrn /« 
delili/."' A i-opy of it was sout to a ^uiillcrnna iii Aairrii 
with ft rfijue^t fnr hia ojviiiiim (bcrfon. TIml jri-ntteuinii 
it to a friend of Ms in Niiw-^oA, "fl\\\^ iWe, *.'i;fcii.._ai written 
cover — and. this last aeni. "il. Wi 'l\s,tjii.\aa VaTOt.-«\*»-».'i 
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iV fnllowiug obsersatlons on tlit Lilnuk leaf at the en<l of 
Kiiriiiriii. 

Tlie pr^-BcJirir of the foregoing acrnion spcaka a great ileal 
nbnut hiJt'fr'.Utt/, but do£)s no-t ilffiiici wLnt he mciins by it. 
nts harangue is a gGnunil pxclumntinn. Kvcrytbiiigj I sup- 
po^e, tb:it is not iti liis creed is infiddit;^ with biin, ud([ bis 
criicJ 13 infidelity wJlii mo. Infidelity ia believing falaely. 
If wliiit Ghriijiimiii bolicvc is aot true, it \i tliu Chmliiuna that 
are Ibu inliduls. 

Tlic pt'iiii between Deists aotl Christiana is not about doctrine, 
but. about f^ict — for if tlie things btEiyvL'd by tLe Chri-'itiaiis tg bo 
fuels, arc uot facts, the doctrine founded thorcon fulls of itp«if. 
Tbere is swcb a. bocik aa tht; liiUc, but is it a fact that the Bible 
is rtuenhd rcl.trjioit ? The Cbristiotia cannot provo it is. They 
put tnidilitin iu pliioo of tvideiice, and tniditiou is not proof, 
If it were, the reality of witclics eould b-e proved by the same 
iind of evidence. 

The Bible Is a history of the times of wbich it speate, and 
history i^ not rtivcla(,ioo. The obaceiie ftad vulgar stories iu 
the Cihle are as i'C[;HgaaDt to our idt;as of the purity of a diviae 
Buing, aa tbc borrid i^ruelticti und murders it ascribes to hlia, 
are rt-pugnaat to our idcag of bis justice. It is the revcrcQoo 
of the Df.iaU for thu attribulea of the Deitt, tlifit eaaa<;e them 
to reject, the Itibie. 

Li tlse ficiiijuut which the CbHstifl.li church giv of t!io per- 
800 calk-d Ji'sus Christ, n faet or a fablo? Is it a -t Uiat ha 
wiLS liCj^otten by the Iloly Gboat ? The Christiana ci. iCj Strove 
it, for ibe casn docs not admit of proof. The thJL.s lied 
miracles in the Bible, such for instancfl as raising . -d, 

ndiuiUed, >f true, of ocular domonatralioiij but the atoi_ i 

couecption of JcBua Christ in the womb is a ciibc beyond . o 
clfj fur it did Dot:idmit of deuionstratiou. Mary, the repiiiu-, 
mother of Jesus, who must bfl euppoacd to Itnow best, never 
itaid HO Iirrsclf, and all the evidence of it ia, that the book of 
JlaUbflw says, that Joseph dreamed aa angel tolJ him SO. 
Kail an old maid of two or three hiindred years of age, brought 
forlh iL chilli, it -rfoald have b^eo tnueh bettor presumptive cvi- 
deticn of a gnpcrnatural conception, than Matthew's story of 
JijHopb'fi dream about bis ynung wife. 

Is it a fnet lb;tt Jesua Chriat died fur (ho Bins of the WQtbl- 
iMd Uow is it peeved ? IE a Uoi, Vc c^iiiyV ^ivN 5\ia,-»iK ia 
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man be coald not redee™ ; liow tieo is tliis rudemptioD proviTil 
to btr tact '( It is saii that Adam eat of tbe forbidden fruit, com- 
monly called an apple, and thereby subjected himself and aU 
his posterity for evtr to eternal daiatialioti. This is worse than 
viaiting tke sina of the fathers upon the children unto the 
thiyd and foiirih fjeneratiom. But how was the <l«ath of 
Jesus Christ to affect or alter the caae ? — Did God thirst for 
blood!* If ao, would it not have been better to have crucified 
Adam at oncfl upon the forbidden tree, and made a new Tuan ? 
Would not this have been \n'yt& creator-like, tlwn repairing 
the old one ? Or, did God, when be mado Adam, supposing 
the etory to bo true, esclodo biiuself froai tbe right of matiog 
another? Or iujpnse on himself the necessity of breeding from 
the old stock ? Priests afaoiild first prOve facts, and deduce 
dootriaea from them afterward.?. But iEBtea.d of this, they 
assume everything, and prove nothing. Authorities drawn 
from the Bible are no more than authoritica drawn from other 
boots, unless it can be proved that the Bible ia revelatJori. 

This story of the redeniptioa will not staod esamination. 
That man should redeoai hiuiaclf from thu sin of eiliug 
apple, by cooiuiitting a murder on Jesus ChrisI, 13 t 
Btrangest syatetu of roligion ever set up. Deism I? perfect 
purity coroparod with this. It ig an tistublisbed prjudple with 
the- Quakers not to shed Idood — suppose theu all Jorusalciu 
tad been Quakers ivlieu Christ lived, there would have been 
nobody to crucify hinij and in tha.t case, if man \s redeemed 
by his blood, which is the belief of the church, there C9uld 
have been no redemption — and tlic people of JemsBlcm must 
all have been Jannied, becnu^e they were too good to cominit 
laurder. The Christian ny^teni o-i rL>ligion is sn outrage on 
common sense. O^U?^ 'J """^ afniid to think? ) 

Why do not tbo Ctiristiuri's, to be consistent, Jiinke saints of 
Judus and Pontius Pi3nt(>, for they were ibc persons who 
eoinplislicd the act of salvation. The nii-rit of a sucrifice, 
there can he any merit io it, was never in the thing saerifici 
but in the persona c-fFoi-ing up the socriBce — and therofi 
Jwlas and I'ontius Pilate ought to stand first on tbe calen 
of saints. 

TuoMAS PAise. 
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OF TEE WORP RELTGTON", 
And otqxk 'wokds os ukcehtain siok'Ukultion. 



TlTE. woril religion is a word of forced Rppllca-lion whea 
used with reaped to tLe wocatip of God. TIjo root of the 
^ord is the Latin verb iigo, to tio or bind. Prom bffo, 
comes rdigo, to tie or bind over againj or make more fast — 
from rdiijo cornea the sabatantive reiirfio, which with the ad- 
dition of n makea the- Eugltab substantive rcligioa. The 
French use the word properly— when a. woman eaters n oon- 
Tcnt, she is cbtUed a -uoviciaie, th^t is, ehe is upon trial or 
probation- When she tiikes the oath, she is called a reliffieuie, 
that is. Bbe is tied or bound bj that oath to tbe perform unce 
of it. We use the word in the saniG kind of sense wheu wo 
pay we will religiously perform the promiae that we make. 

But the Word, without referring to its etymology, haa^ in 
the maTiiicr it is used, no definitive meaning, because it does 
not deaignato what religion a. man is of. Thera is the religion 
of the Chinese, of the Tartars, of the Bramins, of the Persians, 
of the Jews, of the Turks, &d. 

The word Chriatitmity is equally aa vaguo as the word re- 
ligion. No two Ecctariea can agree what it is. It is a lo here 
and lo tli'^Tf.. The two principal seetarieaj Papists and Pro- 
testants, have often cut enclt otliers' tbronts about it; — The 
Papists' call the Protcetanta heretics, and tliu Protestants <;ull 
the papists idolaters. The minor sectaries hawc showtl thd 
same spirit of raocfiur, hut as the eivil restrains them from 
blood, they content themselves with preaching ditmnation 
Bgainat each other. 

The -wwA protmanf. haa a positive signifieation in the sense 
it is need. It means proteatiug against tbe authority of the 
PopG-, and this is th« only article in which the protestauts 
agree. In every other sense; with respect to religion, the 
WOFJ] proteatant ia as vague as the word Chriatian, When wo 
Bay an episcopalian, a presbyterian, a baptist, a (juaker, we 
know what thpso persons are, and wh-al. te&cla t^iiC^ t^aVi — -\mA. 
vhea We Rjy a Chn'stiaD, we tnofl W^-aUdViitii '».'«'*-'^5n»-, 
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I hotnetan, but wc know not if lie hn a irinitaritin i^r nn aw 
IrtnitariiiD, a believer in vhat is lalk-d llic iiiiiiiinrivliiCr rniift 
tioti, or a ilisbeliQVcr, a man oC eeveii snrraiU'L'iila, or of l 

' gaoc-amcDta, or of noiic. The word CliribLiuD duKtiribus viitat 
m&a is 09t, but not wbut be in. 

Tbo wcrd TJt€'jlo;/if, from Thro*, the Greek wor'! for O 
and iimaaing the study and kaonlcdgc of God, is a word, tbuL 
strictly eppiikiujf, belongs tp Tbeists or Puists-, and not t 
the Chrislians. The heiid of th« CbrislJxu rburirb is tbu 
son called Christ — but tbc head of the cbiiruii of iJie Tkeisi 
or Deists, i:s tbey are more conimoDly onlled, ffnm i/eti*, 
Latio word for God, is God himself, and tbcrcfiiie the wo' 
Tbi3ology belongs to that cburcb wbicb has Thoos or Qod for 
its hciid, and not to the Cliristisn church, which hna the |tcnKH|j 
-caLkd Christ for ita hcnd, Tbmr teuliiiicnl word i& Chrielici 
Ctff, and they cuuDot agree wbut GhmliiLiiily is. 

Tbo words revealed religion, ami oatural religion, require 
also csplnsEiitiuD. They ^re both iiireDted terms, contrived by 
the eburnh for the sujiport of priestcraft. Wiib reppecl ifl 
the firstj there ia no evidence of auy siicb thing, except ta 
univer^il revelation tlial God has made of hi* power, hi* < 
dom, hia goodness, iu the structure of the Universe, and in 
the works of erearion. Wc have no eiiisc or ground fi 
anything we behold in th-ose workst hi suppose God wou 
deal partially hy mankind, and reveal knowledge to one nation 
and withhold it, from another, and tlicn dnmu them for not 
knowing it, The sun shines an equal quantity of light all 
over the world — and luiinfeind ia ail ages and eouniries are 
endued willi reason, aud blessed with sight, to read the visible 
worV-"! of God in tbo creiiiioii, and so iut^lligibl^ is this bonk, 
that he that runs t»tij/ rcoff. We admire the wi»doiji of the 
ascieota, yet they had no bibles, nor books called revolatioq. 
They cultivated the reason that God gave th«lD, stndicd h 
in his works, and arose tn eminence. 

Aa to the Riblo, wliclher true or faboloaa, it is a Listo; 
and bistory ii? not revelation. If Solomon had geven hnnd 
wives and three hundred concubtEes, anti if Sampson slept, 
Delilah's lup, and she out hi.i hnir o^, the relation of thme 
thiaga js more history^ that needed no rovdation from 
to tell it; neither dees it ueci hq^ tct^W^iti. to tail 

1 Saaipsoa waa a, fool for Via ^aitis, Miife«\^iva«aVitt 
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^ 1^ Mmavra^nBove vitaxs. ^MH 

As to tte exprcBsion so often uhoJ lii tlie Bible, that //;« 
frujW iif ikr Li)i\l ti-imei to sudi an niip, or siipli Jtn nne, iL vus 
the fiisiiiun of speaking iti those tinien, like tLe c£|jrt?:^Nit>[d 
lieoii by a. Quaktr, thnl the spirit moi'r.lh /liiii, or tliiil ust'd bfl 
pricata, tbat rhtyyhave a cull. We oug^iit net to [;« iltteiyed 
by plirastiH beciuise t bey are ancient. Hut if wc admit tlic 
suppnaition tliat God voulil condescend to revp.il himself iti 
wo'rda, WG ought not to believe it would be in PLuh idle aud 
profligate stories aa iire in tbe Bible, and it is for thia reason, 
DDii'Dg othcnj, which our revtironoc to Gad inspirea, that the 
Dci^l^ deny tbut the book called tbo Bible its thenori of G-odj 
or that it ia revealed rctigipu. i 

"With respect to the term natural religioo, it is upon the fac© 
of it the opposite of arliEcial religion, aud it ia imposaihlo far 
any man to be certain that what ia called rei^ealtd reiiffioTif is 
not artirieial. i\Ian baa the power of mating hooka, invent- 
iog stories of God, and calling ihcm revelation, or the word 
of Gnd. The Konin exists as an inalacce that ihis cau ba 
daiifif and we must bo credulous, indeed, to suppose that thia 
Is t!iQ only iiiatancu, and Muboiiiot the only iiupostor. Tba 
Jews could match hitii, awd thy Chureb of Kouic could over- 
nia'tih the Jews. Tbo Mahomelans believe tbut Koran, the 
Christiaae beiii;ve ihu Cibl«, and it is education makes aU the 
difference. 

Books, whether Biblee or KorflM, Ctitey no evideoce 
bluing the work of any ofli«r jiower than man. It is only that' 
which luati cannot do that carries the evidence of beiUfl the work 
of ssuporiof power. Man coutdnotinventandinaTseaUniversej 
he couIJ not invent Nature, for Natore tB of divine origin. It 
is the laws by whiob the Tlnivorsc is poverncd. When, there- 
fore, w« look fchnmgh Nature up to Nature's God, we arc in 
the rtglit ronil of happinc'^s j but whvu wc tmet to books «s 
the word O'f Gud, and coufido in them as rey^aled religion, we 
arenfloaton an nQtiaa of uncertainty, aud shatter into contending 
factions. TliQ turni, therefore, itntm-al reVKjion, e-spiaiug itself 
to bo i(ii>i/ii' rrlii/ion, ;inii <he term ret'ealecl Tcllijiun inTolvoa 
ia it the wii.spiciun of being /ir/ijicinl. 

To show the necessity of understanding the moaning of 
word^, r witi oiontiHiii an instance of a luiniittcr, I believe of 
Ihr FpiutHipiiIiiin ehnrd) of Ncwnik, in •Ttrac'^, S.'s "WViV!, ■kq&. 
publiiheii n iuutfdnd entitled il *' An Aiitldola to I>«.«to.V 
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antidote to Dcixm, must he Athclim. ft. has no ptbcr flntT-' 
dole — for what can lie tin imUilnte Ut (lio ln-iicf of a <Jod, but 
tlie disbelief of OoJ ? U'ultfr tlie loitinn uf futh pastors, what 
liii't. igaorubce aad fuUe ioformalioii can be ex^ocled? 

T. 



OF CAIX AND ABEL. 

TitE slory af Qs.\n and Atcl is told in tbo futirth cliaptcr 
of Genesis; GaiD waa the eldifr Lrnther, and Abel the younger, 
and Ouin killed Abel. Tbo Ejiyptinu storj of Tjjihtin aad 
Osiris, and tho Jewish story in Oeoeaia ut Cuin and Aliel, 
have tho appearance of being llie same atoiy differently lold, 
Bud tliot it came originally firom Egypt. 

In llio Egyplinn atory, Typhon and O&irift are brotlicra; 
Typhou 19 the elder, and Osiris the y<}unger, nod Typhon kills 
Oiiiris. The story is iin allfgory on darkueaa and lij;lit; Ty- 
phon, tho elder brother, is dlorkwuss, becnuec darkncB^ waa 
supposed to bo more ancient thaa light; Oeiria is the good 
liglit who rules during the flunimer months, and brings I'ortli 
the fruits of ibc earth, and is tho favourite, as Abel is said 10 
hiivc been, for which Typhon bates him ; and when the winier 
comcB, and cold and darkness overspread the eaptli, Typbon ie 
rGpreacutcd as having killed Osirir out o£ in&lice, uk Coio is 
Bfiid to have killed Abel, 

The two etorias are alite in their drcumstances and their 
event, and are probably but the same btory; what corrobo- 
rates thia opioioa is, that the fifth chapter of G'ODCsiH bisto. 
rifially eoutrudJuts tUo reuHty of the story of Cuin and Abel 
in the fourth chapter, ("or though ihe name of S'tJi, a. son of 
Adauii, is iincntiouGd iti the fourth chaplcr, he ie spoken of in 
the fifth chapter ns if he was the first-bora of AdaiD. The 
chiipter bfgius thus : — 

" This ja the book of the geiicniiious of Adam. In tha 

that (lod created man, in the likeness of God rrented be h^ 

MilIo and female created he lliciu, and bkaacd thorn, 

ca/ied (heir name Aduni in the day when thej were ereat 

And Adam lived an \iun'iiei o-ci. \\i\t\.'j "jQars and bcgnt ■ 

svDj in his own likcncaa ani ^IVcf ^\* «^\i.\«iaig5,»x&,. "" " 



Lis numa S^h." The rest of the cbapter goes on witk the 

Anybody reading thia chapter cannot suppose tlierc irers 
Buy BODS bwn bcforo Scih. The chapter bcgios wiUi wtiat is 
called the creatwn o/AiIam, and calls itaclf the bonk of the 
i/ftif rations of Adavn, jet no meiilioii is made of &ucb pi?rscns 
as Csia and AhcJ; one thing, however, JB evident on the face 
of (hese two cbapters, which is, that the sniiie person is n<jt 
the wrtler of both; the most blundering historian could at 
have committed himself in aui;h a manner. 

Though I loolt on OTerylhing in the first ten ohnptprs 
CenGsia to Le fielion, yet fiction, hisinrically told, should be 
consistent, whereas these two chaptdra are uot. The Cain and 
Abel of Genesia appear lo be no othnr than tho ancici 
Kgyptiua story of TypboD »nd Osiris^ the darkness and tt 
light, which answered very well as an nLlcgory without beinf 
boUeved bb a fact. 



OF THE TOWER OF BABEL. 



TuE Btory of the tower of Babel is toli3 in the clcveotfc 
chftptcr of Genesia. It begins thus; — " Ami the whole earl" 
(it Vfaa but a very little part of it they knew) wag of one kn^ 
guage and of one speech. — And it came to paaa as they jnur- 
ueyud from the east, that they fonnd a plain in the land of 
Shinar, and ibey dwolt thcrp. — And thoy said ono to auoiber, 
Go t'l, let us omke brick and burn thd-iu ihorougbly, and llicy 
had brii'k for stoue, and sliujc had they for morlur. — And 
thoy suid, (jii fo, let wfl build us a city, a&d a tower whose toj 
may reach unto heaven, and let us make us a niime, lost. w« 
be scattered abroad npon tho face of the whole eartb. — Ami 
the LitJ came down tn sec the €ity and the tower which ihfl 
chUdronof men builded. — And the Lord said, Bebold the peo- 
ple is tiiif, and ihey biivu idl one hiugu^go, ;ind tlii.^ they be- 
gin to di>, and nuw nathing will be restraiucd frum tU-inv viW'.^ 
liiey tare ii".'i^JO«J to do. — Ci'u U>, \M\.'ia "gi 'iati'vi'i'*-^^'^'^^**, 
VOL. I. — 'J2 



I cnnfman'I tlietr liUiinitiniR, ilint tlu'j may nut ninli-rM.tiiiI ftna 

I , iiimt Iht'h spcecli. — Sn ( flml is, liv il<!il iin'min), iIk' Iruril ac»t- 

I t«rcd lUctii iibrtiuil frmii tliciiee upmi tlic luce of all tlko CAFlti, 
UL<I iliuy li-rt iiff building tlic cjiy." 

TliiH ia UiG slory, tiuJ a v«.>ry fuulish int-ODsistcut titory it- is. 
lu Uif lirsl. p|:iw, tliv fuuiiliar anJ irrcvurtjmi tuaniuT in wliith 
tbo Aliuiglity iis spulcn of ~m tbh chiipicr, is ofl'vnsive tg a 
Bcrious mind- A» to liio prc>jm:t of buitiling a lower wliosn lop 

I bIionIJ rciitji (0 Jik'fiven, tLcrs nev<^r couM be a petijile w fool- 
ish aa ru liuVe :«ucti a bOtiotl ; btit to rcprc^&t the Alniigiit^ 
OS jcnloutt (if llic attempt., as rlie wriwr of tlic story liu? June, 
is Qiltliug profanution to fully. " tto tc," mij tbe buildun, 
"luE 113 build U8 a tower wLiOse tnp pbal] rcacii to bc^KVcu." 
*' do to," t^j's God, " let; us go down uud ooiifuund tlicir lan- 

I gnagc." TiiiB quaiatness is iadcccnl, aad t3ie rctiBOii givt^Q fur 
il is worse, for, "aow nothing irill be rehtmJuctl from tbeiii 

' i>'bicb they baTC iR!3;'Ji]ccl to do." Thia is representing tte 
Alniigtity as jealous of their gelling inti) bcavco. Tbe Btptj 
]s too riditalous, even ns a fable, to nccount fur tlie divtreity 
of Inngiiagcs in tlic world, fur which it seems to have b«eil ia- 
tenJcd. 

I As to tlic prfijt^ct of confnun^iTig tbeir labguoge for tlio piiN 
yinao of uiiikiug them separate, it is altof^ctlior )TK.-cn:>i&lcut ; 
bueaUBe, iuwtL'ad of produL'inj,' this ofTt'Ct, it would, by iiirress-' 
ing their diffieuliiea, reader them more necessary to cftch 
other, iiud cuwso thorn to keep togotber. Where could tlicj 
go to better tbcniseives? 

Another obttervation upon this story is, tbe iuroTisisltinej 
of it with rtspcul to the opioioa that tlit] Uible is ibo won! i>r 
God gnen fur the information of mankind : for Dolbiiig coulil 
so *!JK'Llnally prfvent such a word being known by uiUDlciii'S 
Its coofoundili^ tbcir latiguage. The peoplo who ufttT t'li* 
epolto difl'fire-nt langung^^s could no piori; undct^taiid siicl* ■ 
word gcnrrally, ihiin liie Lulhlers of Iliibel could utidcnitauil 
one ttwothcr. It would bave boon necessary, thcrofnrf, Imd 
8«eb word ercr been given or intended to be j^ivcn, tli»t the 
whole eurtli should be, jib tboy nay it wna nt first, of one Ian- 
gua^o and of one speech, and that it should nuver huTti biMD 
confmmAcA. 
The case liowcv(?t is, l\»at ftie'GvVte ikUI not bimr Dzm 
tion in any part of it, wVit\i iI'wom\1 "VoStA ■«•»»■ W*. 
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God, Those who moat believe it are tLose wlio IfDOw loa&t 
about it, and priests always take cari! to keep tbo iucotisiatcqt 
and contradictory parta out of sight. T. P. 



Of ihe 72fU'fjwn of Deism compared wlfh the Ckfitlitm RHi- 
ffioTif aud lAc superioril^ o/ the former over the latier. 



EVTKT person, of whatever reHgioua deuomiiialicia he may 
be, is a Deist in the fiest article of his Creed. Di^ism, from 
the Latin word Dt:v*, Ooil, ia the Lnlief of a God, and this be- 
lief is the first article of every man's creed. 

Tt i» on this article, utiiverenlly cooaoiited to hy nil mati- 
kinJ, ihiiE the Deist builds liia cbtirch, und hure be rests. 
Whenever wc step aside from this article, by mixing it with 
arliflea uf htinian invcotiorij wc ivandfir into a labyrinth of nn- 
certaiiity aiiJ fable, and become cs,[>osed to cvury kiud of im- 
position by pretenders to revelation. The Persian shows the 
Zrn'hiD'-st't. of Zomaster, the bwgivcr of Persia, utid calls It 
the divine l;iw ; tUa Dramiu shona tbo Shatter, revealed, ho 
eays, by God to Brama, and given to liim out of a cloud ; the 
tK'w tfhow3 wliitt be calls the law of Mosea, given, be eaya, by 
Ood, on the Mount Sinai j the Christijin shuwa !t eollectioa of 
books and ejiistlca written by nobody ktlOWa who, and called 
the New Testament; and the Mahometan shows t!ic Koran, 
given, be says, by God to Miihomet ; each of these calis itself 
revrafct! rrh'jidii^ and the oji/y true word of God, and this the 
followers of caob profei^s to believe from [he habit of educa- 
tion, and each bcSievos the others nfi imposed upon. 

Kut when the divine gift uf reasuu ht^gtus to expand itBclf 
in Ui« iiiliid and calls man to rcdeetion, he then reads and con^ 
letnplatoa OoJ in his works, and not in books pretending tu 
be rcvulations, Tlie Cruutiou ia the Uible of the true bidievcr 
io Ood. Kvcrytlijny iu this v«;,st voluiiio iiisjiiros bliii willi.i 
Bubllmc idpHS I'f the IJreator, The little and p:iltry, and often 
obecciie, tales of the Uihie sink itito wrufehcdMciss wbui put ii 
couitiori&eti with this uiightj wuvlt. 'tVc Viwf.^. 'tt.a^t \iiaas. • 
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tlioso tricks find b1iu*s called niiracles to craEriu Lis faitli, for 
what can be a greater mirado than tUc Crcitiuu itself, and liia 
Dvn esisteocei' 

There ib a happiness in Dcisiu, wten rightly uuderetootl, 
ttat is uot to he fuumi iu any otLer system of religion. All 
otber Eyatetna iia.7e sniucthuig io them tbat ekbcr ^Iiotik nur 
reaggn, or uro repugiitiut tu it, and inuii, if he Ihiolcd at all, 
must Etifiu his reusou in order to force liiiuself to bullevt: tEiDcn. 
]Iut \n Peiam our rc^soD and our belief become happily 
iinit'ed. The woaJerful ptruetcre of, the uoivcrse, aod overy- 
thing wc hchold in, the systutn of the creation, prove to ua, 
fai' bettiir than books can do, the existence of a 0<id, and at 
the samo tiuio proclaim Ilia attributes. It is tj the exerciae 
of out reaaoTi tb:it we are enabled to contemplate God in his 
works and imitate him in bis ways. When wo see hia care 
aod grtodDcsa extended over all hia croa.tures, it teaches us onr 
duty tnwarJs each other, while it calls forth nur ^ratiTudo to 
liiiii. It id by forgetting God iu hia works, a.ud ruiiiiidg after 
the books of pnHcTided revelatioa tbat iiiiiii has waudurud from 
the straight ;>u(h of duty and happiness, and bceonie by lurua 
iliii vi^itim of doubt and the dupe of deluE:toa. 

J£xcept in tbe fir^t ai-ticlo in ibcCliristiaT] creed, that of be- 
lieving in Uod, thcvG ifi nut an article in it but fills t]ie mlud 
with douht as to the truth of it, the instant man begins to think. 
Now every arti(;le iJi a creed that in- necessary to the Lui'pi- 
ness and aalvalion of maOj ought to La as evident to the reason 
and eoUiprehcDsion of maU a.'^ tho first aftiete is, for God has 
not given us renaou for tho purpose of confoiLiiding m, bat 
that wc should use it for our own ha]>piDeH3 and his glory. 

The truth of the first artlulc ia proved hy God liimsielf, and 
19 universal; fur /Ap vreallon ix of ilseJ/ dcvi-'inslrati'Jit uf the 
ejiixCcHCP uf a Cruilui: But the sccoEid article, that of iiod's 
begetting a son, is not proved iu like ujauiiur, uud ttt:inJg on 
no other anthocjty than that of a tiile. Certain bo-'iku in wliat 
ia called the Jft^vv TfstiiniL'ut tell us thut Joseph dreamed that 
an snivel told hitii bd, (M;itlhQir, chap, i., v. 'il>) ; ''And lie- 
bold the an^el of l.lie Lcinl npfieiin;d to Jn.srph in u drca 
Baying, Joseph, ihou son of Biivld, fear not to take UDlO 
^lary ihy wlfo, for that whitli is oimceived in her ia of 
iloily Ohust." TVic evWcTYdft u^on ihid article l>eiirs 
oooijiariisya wilU llie ev\i«uec ii-^wft v\iii *iiW\L MC'.ii&^'iiiil tin 
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Ts not cntitk'J t-o tie srime credit, flfiii ougljt not to b" 
au article in a crenl, Vcausvr llio ovitlenm of it is i^eftc- 
Tive, and what evideuc-t tlicj'o is, ia doubtful [inil aiispicioua. 
Wo Jo nol bulitivy llie lirst urticto on itc umliorLty of bookri, 
whei.ber culled Bibles or [v]ru.cia, uor yul ua tbc vislouary 
autiiority of ilreums, but ou ibc autboritj of (rod'a DWn visiblu 
n'orka in the crcutigii. Tliu ualioiia who :iovei' lioanJ of suiik 
boijks, nor uf t^uvb people aa Juws, Cbcistiuus, ur Muhume- 
(aua, biilieve the eiisteoce of a, U jJ «* fully aa wo df, bcMUSO 
it is self-evidcut. The work gf raau'g LeiuiIs ia u proof of the 
existence of maa ^3 fullj' as liis pursoTial ajipearaiicc would bu. 
When wo soa a wateli, we have as poaiLivc evidt^tice of tb 
exist'cncQ of a watL'bmakcr, as if we saw bimj and in li 
manner rhi; craaitioD is evidenct! m our reason and our sou 
of tbc exiat-eui'ti of a CreaEor. But ilicrc is Qotbiug in t 
wurlis of 00(1 tliJit Js cvideneii tbiit La Wf^at. a son, doi n.D 
tbing in tbe system of crcaliijo that corrobordtea sucb un id^l 
and tlieccfuro wo are not autboriztd in bulioving it. 

But pi'c:^ULiiptiou cun uesuiiiD' anything, uud tbufiefore 
jnakfls jM!jepk'8 dream to be of tqual RutUority with tlia oil 
encc of God, and to htiip it od ouLla it revelation. It is im- 
possible for the mind of man in, its serious inoiiieiits, Ligwevcr 
it laaj bavo boon entangled by educjitioij, or beset by priest- 
craft, not tu stiind stiii atid doubt upou tbe trutb of tlii 
article and of its creed. Hut tbls is not all. 

Tbo second article of the Cbristiau creed Laving brougb 
the aon of Mary ioto tbe worlJ, (and this Mary, according tt> 
Ihe ciimnoki^iual tublos, waa a, girl of only fifteen years of age 
wLen tbia sou was borUj) (bo next article goes oil to account 
for bill being bcgottou, wliicL wils, tliut wboa be gi'tiw u muu 
be sbould be put to deatli, to flxpintc, tbcy say, tbo »ia tbat 
Adsicii tfQUjrbt into tha world by eiitiog tm upplg or souiq ki 
gf forbidden fruit. 
I But tliougli ibia ia the creed of tLo ebureli of Homo, from 
aent-e th« i'mteslanta borrowed it, it ia a creed wbiuh that 
ircb baa nianufaetored of ifsolf, for it ia not contained in, 
diJtived froiH, the book culied tbe New Testament. The 
a-r boiika ealltd tbc Evangelists, Matthew, iMarkj Lnbe, and 
lin, Kbi*'b give, or prnteiiJ to give, tbc birtia, Buyings, life, 
Bncbitig, and deiilb of Jc&us Christ, make uo lucruiuu of 
iz h culhti tbe /uJl of luau ; nor H Wt ^^m.<i. ^'\. fe^3JSl.^a 
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be found id any of those books, wbicb tt cwimniy woulJ 
if the writers of tbein believed that Jesus was begollen, hntn, 
and died lor the purpose of redcetniiig mankind tVoitj llic sin 
wljicli Adam Iia4 brouglit into tlie world, JosdS never sptuks 
of Adam liimself, of tbe garden of Eden, nor of wLat is cuilcd 
tb-e fu,]l of man. 

But the cburcli of TLomo liaving Mt up ita new religion 
irhich it called Chrietiiinity, and invented tbe creed wliich 
named the apo&tlos' erecd, in whidi it calla Josus tin.! 'mft/ 
of Goily fonrcivid h}/ thf. HoF^ Ghoat, utu/ Lorn nf ihc VVi 
Mary, tbiDga of wlii-ch it is impopsible that mnu or wnrii 
can have any idea, and conacquentlj no belief bql in nordF; 
and for whiL-li tbere ia no aulliority but tbo Idlu fitory of 
Josepli's dream in the first cbapter of Mittiicw, wbicb anj' 
designing impostor or foolish fanatic might iiialce. It thcu 
manufactured tbo oilegories m (he book of Genesis into fnpt, 
and the allegorical tree of life and (he freo of knowledge jolo 
real trees, contrary to tbe belief of the first Obristians, a nil ins 
vrbith there 38 bot the least aittlionly in any of the litioks bf 
the New Teatamcnt ; for in none of them ia there iioy rnfntinn 
made of such place as the Garden of Eden, nor of anything 
that is said to have huppeiied tbore. 

But the church of Rurae could not erect the person cnllctd 
JcHus into aSaviour of the world without making the iillegoriuB 
in tbe book of Genesis into fact, though the >ew Tpsianient, 
DB before observed, givea no authority for it. All at once tlie 
allegorical tree of knowledge becjime, according to tbe chureh, 
a real tree, the fruit of it rcul IVuit, and the oatiiif; of it sia- 
fol. As pritstcraft was always the enemy of krifiwledt'e, 
Iwcause priestcraft supports jtwflf by kcrping pcofibi in d((Iu- 
BJob and ignoraace, it was consistent with its policy to niulcc 
the acquisiiioTi of knowledge q ruol sin. 

Tiic chureh of Rome having done this, it then bring* 
forwiifd .Tesua the son of Mary as suffering,' dfiatli to Tcdt'i'in 
mankind from sin, which Adam, it says, bad broUji;ht into 
world by eiiiing- the fruit of ihc tree of knowkdgo. But 
it ia Jnipoesihla fi'r reasoji to bulicvu pueb ii .^tory, bet'so: 
can goo no reason foe it, nor have any evidence of f^ 
ehnrch thta lella us wo luutt uot regard our renwoDj but 
^/ieufi, a3 it were, and that \Vviiw^ VVwtaad ihin, as if 
\ad gi\cB uinn reawm like & \i\.i.^'v\uu^, '« ti. TiU\ft,yt 
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■Hwike fun of him, RGasnn is the forbiddoTi tree of priest- 

, craft-, and av.i.y serve to csplaJD lLb sillegory of the forbidden 

;tree oF knowledge, fgr we may reutiouably suppuse thL' allegory 

_bafi somQ meauing and uppliciLtion at the time itwas invented. 

jjt was tke practice uf tljo eastern oations. to convey tlieir 

nK^aning l»y allegory, and rcliit« it in the manocr of fact. 

Jesus followed the same method, yet nobody ever supposed 

the allegory or parable of the Rich Man and LiiKiirua, the 

Prodigd Son, the Ten Virgina, Ac, were faets. Why then 

should the tree of ino-wlcdgfl, which is far more romantic ia 

kiilea thau the parables in the Nuw Testament arc, be supposed 

. to be a real trcD '(* The answer to thiH is, betause the church 

I anuld uot luiike it.s new faiiglcd Bystcm, whith it called 

I Christianity, hold together without it. To have made Christ 

I io die on a-ecouut of un allegumal tree would have bcea too 

Iturefaced a fabio. 

' But the account, as tt iis given of Jesus in ths New TeBbi- 

[ lo^nt, even visionary m it is, cinea iiot support the creed of tha 

, church l.hafc ho died for the redetuption of the world. Accord- 

' ing to that account he wfls crucified and buried on Friday, and 

'. roae again in g«od health on the Sunday morning, for we do 

I not bear that be was sick. This cannot be called dying, and 

ia rather making fun of death than Buffering it. There are 

thouaaadg of men and women also, who, if they could iiinw 

they should coiue back again in good health iti about thirty-six 

hours, would prefer Hueh kiud of death for the salto of the 

experiment, aird to kuow what the: other sidu of the grave was. 

Why then should that whieh would be only a voyiigc of curious 

aiuuRcnient tt) us be luugnjfied into uient and Guflcripgs ia 

hjor? If a God he could not suffer death, for immortality 

caDDO't die, and as a amu his death could be do more than tho 

deatb of any olhLT person. 

The belief of the rcdetnption of Jesus Christ is altngether 
an invention of the chnreh of Homej not the doclriue of the 
New Testament. What the writers of the New Testani«nt 
attempt to prove by the atory of JeauB ia, the rcBurreclion of 

• Tlie remark of the Emperor Jurian on tlie atory of tlie Tro« of 
Knnwledgo is wcrtli f>hser»iag. " If,'' said, lie, " there ever hftil been, 
Ar ■.-milJ he, a Tree of Krjnwicilge. inalcaJ of IJ'jil forliiiMin^ mnu to I 

Bt lliemor, it would be tbnt of 1?'tu<:h U'i'flWQ-VA uTiccXwa'wi «oS- "ica I 
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ikr gitmp hflif /mm ihr. 'imirr, which WSflTnc 
I'liarisces, in oppcHiiiiin in itin Hinlilin^nii (a wn-t nf Jews), wtio 
(Ieui'3<l it. Paul. wLowas bruuglit up u J'numi^p, Inboiirs liard 
at tliia priinr, fur it, wj«n the cn'H «'f hia nwu Pliurtsaics) 
clinruli. Tb« XV uliap., Isl of C\'Titithi;ius i? fii[I itf HUppOKeil 
cases imd nsserlinns about the- rwsurrptiiMU nf lln- siiiritt-Mil^, 
but tliurii is Tn.it a word in it about r>!jpiii|iti>'[i. Thi" c;liiiut«r 
Ttiakea part of the fiiin*ral HcrvicL> of thu Kpi^cupal t'liureb. 
The do^mn 'of tlie reJempticin ia iSic fubic of pni-'^t<T»ft ta- 
vented eince tbc time tiie New* Tesluiiieiit wns compik-d, and 
the ilgrc<3»ble delusioti of it aaitetl with tl<e dppni-vity of tin- 
tnoral livers. When men are tcuglit to a«;;rihe all tliuir crinita 
auii vices to the temptalians nf the Devil, and to Jielievp lli«t 
Jcsufi, hj hie death, rubs all oifaDil pays tliPir passigo to heaven 
grfitis^ they bccDroG an careEeas in tBomls us a EpcRillbrift 
would be of money, wero he told that bib father htid t'uguge4 
to pay off oil bia scores. It is a. doctrino, mit only dangerous 
to morals in this world, but to owr hiippioegs ui the next 
worlJ, because it hnlils out sach a cheiip, ea^y, and Ig^v wjty 
of getting tG heiiven ns has a tendency to indu<;e men tu hng 
the iltlusioti of it to their own injury. 

But there ure times when meft have eerious thouphti!, and 
it 13 at Biich times when they bft^n to thiolr. ihat tliey begia 
to doubt the truth of ihc Ohristian religion, and woll they may, 
for it is ton fanciful and too full nf cniijecture, int!nii9ieten(?y, 
inipmbabilityj and irrationality, to afford 'Consnlntion to the 
thoughtful man, Hia reason revolta against his creed. He 
sees that tione of its nrticlos are proved or can be ppovpil. He 
nay bcli-eve that sueh a person as ia called Jcatia (for Christ 
waa not. Lid Eioiiie) was born and g:rew to be a man, because it 
ia no raoro than a. natural and pnibiible case. But who is to 
prove he is the son of Godj Uiat he was begotten by the Holy 
Ghoat? Of these thicga there vjh he no proof; and (fi;it 
which .idmita not of proof, and is ut^ninst the laws of proliali. 
lity, and the order of nature, whifhliod biuiself hus establtshcti, 
is not an ohieot for belief. God has not given man i-easou M 
emborraea him, but to prevent hia being imposed upon. 

He may believo that Jeeua was ■crucified, bceause mnny 
^^^ others wore eruul^ed, bat who b to prove he waa crucified JbH 
^^Lfl^f nins of the vsorid ? TV\& mVi^V Vu& x^Q evidence, not <^^H 
^^n the New TcBtumcnl-, aiuWV "it VaA, Vetted '&»>ipsril.^||M 



the Nirw TeslaDient, in relating things neUJicr probable vi 
priive:ib!o, is t<;i be believed as true-? AVheti an article iu 
crueJ iJoes not admit of proof nor uf probability, Llie salvo is 
to tall it revelation : But Ibia is only putting oue difficulty in 
tbe place of autttbcr, for it is as impossible tO' prove a thmg to 
be revelation as it is to prove tbat Maty was gotten with cbild 
bj" the rioly Oboat. 

Here it is that tbe religion of Deism is superior to til 
CliriHtian n^li^ion. It is free from all those invented nnd 
torluring artiolea that alioek our rciiHcm ur injure our bumanityj 
tttid witli whieU tbe Claristiaa rolij;itin abounds. Its creed is 
pare and eublimel^y eiuiple, It b&Iievcs in Crod^ nod there it 
FQsta- It bntnicrs reasrin p.9 the cboicest gift of God to man, 
and tbo facull-y by vrbicb bti is Guablml to coiiitemplnte the 
pnwer, Wjsdoni, and goodness of the Creator displayed ia the 
creaiirm ; nnd reposing itself on bis pmteclion, both hero ar 
licretifter, it avoids all prcsuiuptuouji beliefs, and rejeeta, 
the fabulous ioventiona of men, all books pretending 
revelation. T. P. 



TO THE MEMBEPS OF THE SOCIETY, STTTIHG ITSELF TI 
MISSlUKAKV 80CLETY. 



7V« 2Vrto Turk Gttztffe nf the lGt?i (Aiiffvsf) corrraiff lliefrii 
ioKi'iicf ai-ddc — >■' On Tufmihitf^ a Commttlfe 'jf tJie Mmitu 
ary &f)^ii^fff, fouaiaiiiiij chlffiij of jlig/iiiifuinJtQil Clcrr/ffme* 
h'if.1 an hifcrvifw at ilie Clfif JJoftf, wifk lie Chu/e nf tl 
Osiiije tribe of Ini/Mus, now I'w. (Aia C/r^ (^JVew Tor^), la 
vfhom t/iry presents f a Bible, t'lijtth^r with an Addrcja, the 
vhJKiof u-ktch icaK, to infor?n thiim ikut this good book 
conhthifii (hv will nnd laws 0/ Me OUEAT SPIRIT." 



It is to iu hoped some humane person will-, on acoonnt 

our penpte on tilie frontiers, as woU as of the Indiana, undeceive 

'Umiq witb respect to the pri^aent th« Missionaries have nuide 

Bbcm, nii'l whicL tbey cull a ij/mi} i,<wk^ coutuimo."^, tb.^^ ^"^^^ 

the mil umi law* 0/ (fit GREAIK Sl'\S.\"i:- C«& •&«»■ 



Missioniiriea suppose tliat Uie :lss as si nation of incflr, wQmm^ 
anJ children, aad sucking infants, re!ii(cJ id llio Ijunks 
AKOribud to MoACd, JijsIlu;). &c , aiiJ bl^'^pliooioiDily saiJ la ba 
done by ihe command of the Lord, tbc Great. Pjiiiit, ain be 
edifying to our Indian ucigbboim, or advantjigeoua to ua? Is 
Dot the Biblo wnrfare the same kind of warfare as tbe Indians 
themaotvefl carry on, that of Jndi^cnnLinat^ destruction, and 
agaiust vLich humanity ahudders; can the horrid ositrnples 
and vulgar obBceaity, with wbicti the Bible ribounda, improve 
tlic luom-ls, or civilize tlie manners <i£ tbe Indians? Will they 
learn sobriety and dcceney fc-om drunken Noah aad beastly' 
Lot; or will tboir daughters be ediBud by thg example of 
Lot's da.iigbtCrs!' "WMU tb-e prisoners tbey latcB in war bc 
treated the bettsr by tbeit koowing the horrid story of 
Sumuera hewing Agag in pieeca like a block of wood, or 
David's putting them under harrows of iron? Will not the 
fibocking a^ccounts of the destruction of the Canaatiites wb*n 
the Israelites invaded their couutry, suggest the idea that w« 
may serve them in the same manner, or the aeeonnts stir them 
up to do tbo like to our people on the franiiers, and Tbeik 
justify tbc aBsasflinatioQ by tbc Bible tlio Missionarioa have 
given them ? Will those MissioBary Sooiotiea never leave 
off Joiog mischief? 

In tbe nceount which this mlaBionary Oomraittee gave of 
thoij inE^rriew, they make the Chief of the Iiidiaus to say, ^ 
that, "aa neither he nur bis people could read it, he be^^feH 
th;if: somo good white man might be sent to instruct theixi?^^^ 

It is necessary the General Government kwp & strict eye- 
over those Mi3Rionary Sociecice, who ander the pretence of 
instructing the Irdiuns, send spies ioto their country to find 
out the best lands. No society should lie permitted to bnvo 
intercourse with the Indian tribes, nor soud any person among 
them, but with the knowledge aod conscDt of tbc OoveniTBeat, 
The present aduiioistration has brought the Indiaos into a, 
gocd diapositioB, and is improving thom in the moral and 
civil comforts of life; but if these self-crealed swieties be 
suffered to interfere, and send iheir speculating Mission. 
atnong them, the laudable olijeot of Goverumeat will 
defeated. PrieatH, wo know^ are not remarkable for d 
anjthiDg gratis j they have, in general, Bonic scheme in t 



tiling thpy ilo, eitbpr to impose on the ignontnt or derange tM 
oporatinns of Government. 

A FttlEND TO THE INDIANS. 



OP THE SABBATH DAY OV CONNECTICUT. 



The wotJ Subbatli means rest, lliat is, cessaLien Erot 
fabourj but tho stupid Blue Laws* gf Connecticut malto 
labour of rest, for tbey oblige a person to &it sUl! froiu aim- 
rise to sunsGt on a Satbath day, wbicti is bard Work. Fanft- 
ticistu luade those kwa, aDil tjpoeriay preCenda to Teverancfl 
thom, for wbero sucll lawa prevail typocriaj will prevail al&O. 

One of tlioflfi laws aays, "No person shall run on a Sabbath 
day, nor wali in hia gnrdcDj nor elsewhere, but r-evereutly to 
and from meeting." These fiitiatieal !iypocnt(!3 forget tlmt 
God dwiills not in temples made with Liunda, and that the 
earth ia full of his glory. Ono of tha tiQBSt scenes and sab- 
jectH of religious coDtempUtlon ia to walk into the woads and 
fiuida, and siiryey Iho works of the God of the Creation. The 
wide Gxpanee of hoaven, the earth covered wit.h verdure, tbo 
lofty forest, the waving corn, the magnificent roll of mighty 
rivers, and the niuraDuring melody of the ulicerful brooka^ are 
BCenos that inspire tLij miad with gi'atltude and delight ■ but 
tijia the gluomy CaLviniat of Connecticut, must not bebotd On a 
Sabbath day. Entombed witbin tbe walla of his dwelling, he 
ebuts from hla view the ti'iuplo of creation. The Bun Khines 
no joy to bim. Tbe gladdeiiiag voice of nature calls on bini 
in vaiu, He ia dciif, dunibj and blind to everything around 
him that God bae made. SucEi is the Habbath day of Canuso- 
tieut. 

From wbcBDo could come thiii miserable notion of devotioti ? 
It ■Clinics from tliegloomiueaa of the Calvinistic creed. If mea 
lovi! darkness rather than light, because their works are evi' 
ihu ulctritli.'d mind of a Cdlviuiflt, who seea God only in tcrrc 



" Tlicy were called Bluo Laws becaaBO tjicy were otv^aiJl^ \it?Mw&. 




and sita hroadin^ over llie t-ceiieK of hell and (3ainns(l<raT 

lifiVG uo joy ID tmholdiiif: the glories of tlic croatioD. MolliTUg 
in lliat migbty and woDdroue system accords wjtb Ins princijrk'* 
or his devyltori, He si'os niitbing tliore Uiul tclb him llint 
Uod creatcct millioDs on purpose to bo duinui^d, and itiiit 
ehildruu of a span long are bora La burn forever itj bell. The 
creation preaches a diSi^Teiit <ioetriue to this. M'e thuTe. see 
tliat tho care anil gnudtaess of God is extoinlcd inlpu^^ially 
eivor nil the ercaturta he has made. I'be worm of the earlii 
Bliarea his pri>tection cqaallj with the elephant of the desert. 
The grass that springs beueath our feet grows by bia bouniy 
88 well as the cedura of Lcbaoon. Everything in the crfali oit- 
leproocbes the Cahtnist with unjust ideas of Cud, au'l 
Dwaa the b&nlDDsa aad fiLf^ratiLudL' of hii; priaciples. The 
fori@ be ehuna the sight of thctu dd a Subbalh duy. 

Am £n£MT to Caj<t and iMfosiriQH^ 



OF THK OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT. 



L r.be 



AaoimrsnnpTiLLOTRO.v says, "The difference between tu? 
slyie of Llit Old and New Tealaniciit is si very remarkable, 
that one of the areatc&t spets in the pritnitivc liiues, did, upon 
this very groaua, found thuir heresy of twg Gods, the oiio evil, 
fierce, and eruul, whom thoy ealltid the tiixl of the Old Testa- 
ment; tht! other, good, fcind, and merciful, wlioni they called tho 
God of the Now Testament; m great a riifforonee is there 
between the ropreacotationa that are given of God in iha books 
of the Jewish and Christian lU'Iigion, as to give, at least, some 
colour and pretence to an imagination of two Uoda." Thus 
far Tillolson, 

£ut the case waR, that as the Gburcb bad piclfed out geveral 
passages from the Old Teistament, whicEi slie most absurdly and 
falsely ealls prophecies of Jesus Christ, (whereas there i* no 
prophecy of any saeh pflcson, as any one may see by examining 
the passages and the enscs lo whioL they ;ippiy, } she was ut 
tbe- neccaaity of keeping u'p ibo credit of tJje Old I'estam 
aiise if that foil tU« ol\ict \iQn\^ ^tjo-a, IfMft-s ^ wad 



m 



Ctiristtan system of fuirh would pnon lie !it an end. As a book 
of ttioralii, there are Kcveral jiAi'ta -jI Llie Xcw Tyalameut tbat 
are good ; but (be,v are uo otiior than wlia-t bad been prattcliei 
in the Enstera wdcM several bundred years hefora Cbrist "Was 
born. Confucius, tbe Ciiiiicso pbilcsoptier, who lived fivft 
butjcired years before the time of CbHst, buJ9, acJcnowlt.dg^ 
thtf hcHpJiti it/ th« retiii'n of lirinjioi, f"tC never revenue 
Jurien. • __ 

The clergy in Popish countrica were cuTming cnoagh to 
inow, that if the Old Testament wn3 uiuJe public, the fnIlnDy 
of the Xew, with respect to Christj would be dcfculedj and 
they prohibited tbti use of it, and ulways totik it away wher- 
ever thiiy found it. The Deists, on the contrary, alwaya en- 
couraged tbt; reading it, that p'Cople might see aad judgo for 
themselvHs, that a. Boot SO full cf eoatrndictiona and wicked- 
oess^ could not be the word of Gud, and iLat wo dishoQQ 
God hy aseribiug it to liui. 

A Tkuh Deist. 



SinU lowanh j/hrminff a Socitiy for inquirinij in/o the ii 

or /irhefi'jod rif aitritnl llislortf, fo Jar as lligiorjf it 
necfej with s^ilems of rciujion, ancient and modem. 



It has been customary to clasa history into three diTisi 

distinguished by tLe niimea of Sacred, Profunc, and EccIceiaS 
ticul. By tlie lir&t is incnni the Bible; by the second, the 
history of nations, of men and things;, and by the tliirdj the 
bistnry of the riiureh and its pHt'sth&od. 

Ni>tLiug ia mure easy than lo give Dimes, and theref&re 
mere names aij!iiity nothing unless thcj loud to the dis- 
covery of soini! pause for which tliut name was given. For 
cutuip't", iSuii'l'iij is the mime given to the first day of the 
wi'i'k, in ibe KDgbnb jaiigiiafic, and it \i the same in the Latin, 
tlml ia, it !uis (be s;inii2 meaning, {Din Soh'x) and also in the 
OerriiJiJi, and in several olher lanjiuages. Wity then was this 
name givon to that day ? Becauxo, "y- Niaa "CKit ^k^ lui^^ 
S3 
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by tlifl anciont worlJ tn tlm liiminnry, wliicll in En^finh 
Cftli ibo Sun, and tl]<?roforc ihe da^y ^un-ttnjf, or tlip djty 
e Sun ; aa in tins like muuacr wo call tbu Bctund cJiij Mc 



iV. the d&y dcdicaU'ii to ttie Muon. 

Here tlic nam?, Siiii'l'''/, IcatJa tn tho cause of its being 
callei.1 90, anil we Lave visible uvideaw of tltu fact, IwcuuBe we 
beliolil the Pun fraia whetice tbe nnuie comes; but tbb h not 
tho case wbea we disliojjuisb mw part of history from andtbor 
by tbe Tiaiat of S'i''rc<K All histories have been written by 
men. We hiive no cvidcncG, nor any rausc to lielieve, that 
any have been written by God. Tbiit part rf the EibU call 
thfl OIJ Testament, is tbe liiatory of the Jewish nation, froi 
the time of Abraham, wbieh begin* in tbe lltb cbnp. 
Genesis, to the downfall of thai natioa by Nobucbaoiit-zzi 
and IB no more entitled tn bo called aucred than any olhcr biH- 
tory, It is altagetlier tbe contrivance of prieatrraft that h. 
given it that name, So far fi'oiu its beiii*^ mrrnl, it baa 
tbe sppcaranee of beiDg trno hi niuny of the things it robU' 
It muet be better antbority than a book, whicE tiny irnpne 
might mak>e, &.s Mabomct uiade the Ivoran, to uia.kL' a tliiici,^' 
ful mu.u believe that the sun and moon stood gtill, nr I 
Moses and Aiirnn turned the Nile, which is ]argi-r ihiin lh 
Delaware, into blood, and that tbe Kgyptmo uiagiciuna did the 
Bainc. These things, have too muck the appearance of romadi 
to be btilieved for fiiet. 

It would be of use to in(|nire, and riseertain the lime, wb 
tliiit piirtof the Bible called the Old TcstHment firit uppenr 
From all that can be collctited there wiia no Ru<!h bo[>b f.jil rifl*7 
tbe Jews retuinod from captivity iij Bnlijlon, and that it is 
tbe work of ttie fbarist'i's of the Second Temple, llmr tk 
came to make tij« 19ib chapter of tbe 2dl book of Kings, ai _ 
the y7th of Isaia.b, word for word alike, can only be nci.'oantcd 
for by their biiving i;o plan to go by, and not knowing wii&l 
they were about. Tlic same la the case with respect to 
last verses in the 2d bnok of Chronicles, and tlie lirst veri 
in Hkva, thoy ulso ore woi'd fur wnrd alike, which shows i, 
tho Itihle has been put tfvgellicr ;Lt random. 

But besides tlieso Ibiil^. tlir-re is ^eat reason to hftlieve 
iiiivc heea imposed up.Hn, with riispcel l-u rbe »ii.lii|inry of tl 
Hiblc, and especially ■witVi ves\ii:',u\. in llie Looka jisiTibed 
oaos. Herodotus, vjbo is «ii\\ei V'ue U^V-V^st *sl Nfr&Sat^^ 
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is die Tiiosfc ancient Listorian whose works have renched to 
time, and ivbo t.raveiled into Kgjpt, ciinYcrseJ with the priests, 
LisLiiriaiia, astronomtjrs, iind learned Tueti of that ■cou.ntrj, fur 
tbe purpose of olitaiuiug all tlic information of it he could, and 
who pives an account of thu ancient t-Uito of it, makea no mea- 
tioD Qf such 3 mau aa Musus, though the Bible makes him to 
have tiocn the ^rcatci^t hero there, nor of any one tiircumstanca 
meutioacd in the book of Ksodus, respecting Kg,spt, rucU B3 
(urniDg the rivi^rs iuto hlood, tho du^t iuto lice, the death of 
the lirst horn throughfuit all the land of Egypt, the passage of 
the IloJ-scii, the druwuing of Plmrauh, and all his hoat, tliiuga 
which coald not have been a secret in Egypt, aud must have 
beua generally known, hrtd they teen facts; and therefore as 
DO such things were known in Egypt, nor anj such man as 
Mo»e3J at tiie time IlerodoMis vtn^ ihctre, whii^h ia about tiro 
thousand two hundred yonra ago, it Hhnivs that the account of 
tliesa things ia the bool: aseribed to Moaes ia a made story 
of later liaics, that ia, after the return of the Jewfl from the 
Babylonian captivity, uid that Moses h not the author of the 
books iiEcribed to hiiu. 

With ruspect to tho cosmogony, or account of tbe creation 
ia tho fira-t chapter of Giincsis, yf the Garden of Edcw ia tho 
6j;i;oud uhiipter, and of what is called tho fa.ll uf man iu iim 
third chapter, there ia something concerning them we are not 
historically atriuainted with. In none of the books of tho 
liiLIe lifter Geuesift, arc any of these tliingamcntioneJ, or cVeH 
alluded to. How is this to be aeeounted for? Tbe obvious 
infaroncG is, that either they were not known, or not believed 
to be facts^ by the writers of the other books of the Bible, and 
that Moaca is not tho author of the chapters where thcBO ac- 
ooiiuts are given. 

The nest question on the case ia, how did tbe Jews come 
by these notions, and at what time were they written? 

To answer tbi,^ i|ac,ijti<jn wo must 6rat consider what tbo 
state of tbo world was at tbe time the Jewa began tu ho a 
people, for the Jews ar^? but a nindem race, compared with 
the aatiquity of otlior nations. At tho time there were, even 
by their own a.ccoUnt, but thirteen Jcwa or Israelitea in llio 
world, Jirroh t/m} hh trrrT'-c tunn, iind fi.mr of thcsfi were bi 
tarda. Tho naiions of I'lpypt, Ghahleai Vcmii, vj.4. " 
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Sartieuliirly in the ItnnwVilge of nsrrnnninT. nf wliie 
cws wf?ri^ aliTnys Ignonint. Thf <-lnMimIni;ic-a3 MjMcs m 
liou ibat poIi[iai!s were obgervcJ iit IJiiliylim !il>ove two lliiHisa,' 
years beibre llm Christian »:m, wliii:li was Ifclore ibere wa. 
Bingli! Jew or Israc^lile iu tlic worlJ. 

All tLiuse ancient, nations had tbeir eosraogDnicg, that 
their auunUDls liow the creiitioo was made, lou^ before ibere 
were sucli people as Jews or Jsrafllitee, An aceoiiiit of these 
^oBUiogonits of India and Persia is given hy Iletiry LorJ, 
Cbipiaiu to the Eiiat India Oonipanj, at Surat, and publish 
in LunJoT) in HfiSO. The wrilcr of tbis baa sceu a copy 
the edition of 1(530, and mhJe eitraoo from it. The wnr] 
which ia now ficarcc, was deiiicated by Lord to the Arcbhishop 
of Canlcrbury. 

Wc know that the Jews were carried cnptivea into Babyl 
by Nebuchadnezzar, and remained in enptivity several yen 
whon thoy were liberated by Cyrus, King of Persia. During 
their captivity they would have bad an opportunity of Ac- 
quiring BontQ knowledge of the cosmogony of the Per&iaus, or 
^t le^Bt of getting Biinie ideas how tij fabricate one to put at 
the hea.d of their own. history after their retorn from captivity. 
This will account for the cause, for soiue caase there must 
have been, that no lucntion nor referetiiee is made lo the <!os- 
mngony in Gcneaia in any of tho hooka of the Bible, su 
posed to have been written before (he captivity, nor is t' 
name of Adam to be found in any ■of those hooka. 

The hooka of Chronieles were written after the retnm 
the Jews frora captivity, for the third chapter of the first book 
gives !L list of all the Jewish kiugs, from David to Zedekiab, 
who was carried captive into Babylon, and to four generations 
beyond the time of Zedekiah. Iu the first verse of the first 
chapter of this book the name of Adam is mentioijed, but Dot 
in inny hook in the Bible, written before that time, nor conbl 
it be, for Adiitn and Eve arc names taken from-the cosmogony 
of the Peraiiins. Henry Lord, in his book, written froi 
Surat, and dedicutod, as I have already said, to the Arcbbiah 
of Oauterbnry, says thnl in the Pcraian cosmogony the na 
of the &rat innu was Adamoh, itnd of the woman lltvah. 
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"/n an English cJitionDt *ii« '^'W*!,™, \^S4, ita first woman if J 



FroBi bcoee comes the Adam and Eve of the took of Gene- 
sis. In the i^osmugouy of luilia, of wliicL I aball ispcak IQ a 
ftitura number, tho na.me of tliu first iiiaii was Punroitg, and 
of the wdmdn I'arroutee. We Wa.iit a. tiiowlodge cf the 
Sanscrit language nf India to urnlorstand tbe luennitig &f tlie 
naiiiGS, nnd I mcntioncil it in this pl.-LCQ only to show tha.t it 
is from tho coHiiiog&ny of Persia ratlior thao that of Imliu, 
that the coaniogony ia GcnesiH hna hcen fabricated by the 
Jews, whn returned from captivity by the liberalifj of Cynia, 
Kiug of Persia. There ia, Ijowiiver, reason to coneludu, ou 
tho authority of Sir William Jones, who rcniJed aeverjil yeara 
ia India, that thene nuines were very ejtprcssive ia the lan- 
guage to which they belonged, for, in epeakiug of tliis Inn- 
gunge, he says (^bkb the Asiatic Researches), "The Sanscrit 
language, whatever he its antiquity, is of wonderl'ul atrncliirc; 
it is moro perfect tbaa the Greekj moro copious than the Latin, 
and more eicjuisitciy refined tlian cither." 

These hints, whiL^h are iiiteaded to he coHtiaued, will serve 
to ahow that a society for inqniring into the ancient stiito of 
the worUl, and the state of auciewt history, eo far ua history 
ia connected with systems of religioOj ancient and modern, 
may bccuuie a useful and instructive institulion, There ia 
good reason to helievu wt Lave hecn in great error with re- 
spect to the anticjuity of tLe XJiblc, as welt aa impottcd upott 
by its contcuLs. Truth ought to be the object of every man; 
for wiihout truth there can be no real happiness ti5 a thought- 
ful mind, or any assurance of liappineas hereafter- It is the 
duty of man to obtiiin all the knowledge be eau, and (hen 
luake the best uac of it. T. P. 



TO aiR. JIOORE, OF NEW TOllK, 

COMMONLY CALLED 

BISHOP MOOEE. 

I UAVK rea^l in the newspapers J'ltur aceonnt of tho visit 
you m:id<.' (n lijc unfortujiate Ueneral ITantiltoti, and of aduii- 
nistering to him a ceremony of ^om tWicV, -^VvtV. •^■wi.' 
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I re^t the fate of Getierul Flaiiiilton, uwl I bo fir 
witli j'ou tli!it it will In.' a wurnJn>; to ilionyliliow niMD nut 

pwL li^WJiy tliti lift; lli;il (i<»\ lias ^'ireii liiiu ; bill, witli njsf 
_ otliur jiarls ul'youi letter I think il. vt-ry rt'finJiorisilili?, 
tctrajs yrcal iguonmco of what Iruo relijiinn is. IJtit yt.u. 
it priest, jiiu get joiir living hy il, and it ia doI jour wurW 
iuiercst to umicfc-ivc yourself. 

After giving an nccouDt of your ftdni'iniatcring to tlie 

Basisd wbat yon call the Holy Com Tim oi on, yuu adJ, " 

cfloL'lioji; on thil? iiiolancliolj evetif., let thti ImmUo Iwliiyi 
encnura^cd ever tn iiold fu^t tEiat pruciuua fiiiLh wLich is ll 

i/j^ source 'if Inu coiuululujn lu tlic hist ■cxtreittily of iittlur 
Let tho in£del Lmj pertuudt^d to ubiuiiloii big opinitiliua tu thti 
GoBpoL" 

To eliow you, eir, that your promise of coDcnhilion from 
seriptui'c libif no foundntion to stiiud upon, X ivill calo tn 
oittf of tlie griL':ite*it falselinoJs uprm r«i:urd, ubJ wliicli 
givQU, lis ihc record 8.iys, for (Lie puijiosc, and iis a promise 
consolation. 

Id the epislle called " the First Epistle of Paul tn the Thes- 
salubiabs," (chap. 4) tlio writer ■consoles the Theasulonians as 
to the case of their friouda who were alreiiily deiul. Ho does 
tbia hj inforniing tLciDj and he docs it lie snya, hy the wt>rd 
of tho Lord (a most HoLtirioits fjilstshood), tliiit tUo jjeueral 
FCSUtTcution of the dead, and tho u;-cciiflifl» of tlm liviuy, will 
ho ill Ilia iXcA their day^; that their frioiuU ivili th<.'ii outiii] lo 
life a^nin ; that tho doad in Ciirist will riM Gnst, — " Thcu WK, 
(saya ho, v. 17) which ff/'u alive, tinil rtmiiin, shall hd catiykt 
^p together with them in ihc ciimiif, to mttl /Ae Iturd in lk» 
ij rV, aud 60 shall we ever bo witli the Loid — wlierefora tomj 
one a.Dofcher with these words." 

DelusioU and falsehood cannot he carried hijilior than ll 
are \a thid pttMiifre. You, air, arc but a novice iti thy 
The words admit of no equivocation. The wtmlo [ias8)i|e»j 
in the first person aaJ ihe present tense, " llr whii!h urt o/u 
Had the writer meant a future time, and u dUtmit j^cncraii^ 
it must have been in the ihii-d person iiud the fiiiurc lot 
" 2yit:j/ vih*} £fifilf fhrn be alive." I iiiH thitd pnrlicular 
the purpoflc of QQiling yuu down to iho text, th;it yoii 
not rainWu from it, nov \vv\t oihcr con.Mruyiions upnii 
tonla thii.n they wUl bear, w\ii^V -p^-nt^^js nja xt-i-s n-^j^ \a 



Now, sir, it ig impossible for a serious man, to whom 
given the diTiue gift of reason, and who tniptoya that rcnaon 
to reverence stul adore the God thut gavfl it, it is, I any, im- 
possible t'nr shcIj a man to put coafideage iq 3 book liist 
abounOs wil.h fable and falaeliond, tis the Nrw Testiimeiit doea- 
Tlii^ passnjjij is but u sanijile of whali I rould givC jciu. 

You call on those wlicnii you style "iiijjiifls," (and they in 
' rotuvn iiiiglit call joii aii idolater, a worski pp-er of false guds, 
a fyfencJier cif ftilso doclrinc) "to abandon their opposi'lioti to 
the Gosppl." Prove, sir, the Gospel to be true, and the op- 
position will cease of itaclf; but untiJ you do this (which we 
linovr you liannot df>), you have no right, to expect tliey "vrLll 
notice your cull. If by infiihlj* you moan Dr.ixfa (tiud you 
must be exceedingly ignorant of the origin of ttic word Deist, 
and know hut tittle of Detcs, to put tliat eonislructioa upon 
it), you will fiad yourEclf ovBr-matched if you begin to engnge 
in a Gontrovcrey with them. Priests, may dispute witli priesta, 
aad seetimog with sectaries, g.boiit the meaning of what they 
niiree to call Bcripturef and bd<1 as they beg.iu ; but when joil 
>$Dj^ge wilh a Deist you must keep fo fact. Now, sir, you 
O&nuot prove a single article of your religion to be tru«, and 
we tell you HO publicly. I)o it, >'/ j/ou cutt. The Debtlcal 
article, thr liafir/tj/n 6W, with wbioli your creed feegias, has 
Wen borrowed by your ohurch from the anciient Deists, and 
even thia article you dishonour by fniix'mg a di-enm-hfjoiren 
pLantora,* which you call his son, over hia head, mid trcQliftg 
God aa if lie wiia superannuated. Deism is the only profes- 
sion of rt-lij^ion liiat. admits of worshipping and reverencing 
GoJ in puriiy, and the only one on wiiicb the thHiughtful mind 
ran rfposu with onJisturhcd tranquillity. God is almost for- 
.^Kuttcn in the Christiau religion. Everything, even tlie creatioD, 
is aauriled to llie bou of Mary, 

lu religion, as in everything else, perfeetioo consiats in aim- 
pli«ity. The Christian religion O'f Qoifa within Goda, like 

* Tlie first (:l;inpt<?r of MnKliew relntea Jlin.t Joseph, the betrotlied 
bosbBtiil 111' Jlarj. dreaiDt-il lhn.t an iili);q1 tuEiI tiim xhaC hit) Intended 
{iti-lo nit^ n^itli «liiL(l by tbc Holy GliORt. It \a not ^rury bashiiaii, 
wbetlier carpenter or priest, that cftn be m easily 3ftli»fied, for to ! U 
V%* u. rlreniu. Wfcielher Mary was in a dream wben this irns doae w* 
nre mil lold. It is, Imwever, a coCii'iaV 5^.0^-5, "tV^Tn\B. u'o 'w^tai 
living caa Qjuleratand ic 

**- ... ^^^. ^ '■ - 



irbccls tvithiQ wbccEs, is Etfc? n 'comp'licatcil niachiDG, ilia.i nei 
gfiGa right, and every projcttor iu (bo art nf Uhrisltanity is 
trying to incnil it. It is its defeota tliat bfiVii caused »uc!i a 
bumticr aad variety of liiikeis. to b(; baummog at it, anrl still 
it goea wrong. In the visible irnrld no rimfl-keejM^r can gfl 
equally tnie witti the sun ; aud m like manner, no complicated 
religion can be uqaallj true witb the pure and anmixed 
religion of Deism. 

Had you not offensively glanced otadcacription of men ■whom 
you call by a false aume, you would not have been troHbled 
aor banourod ^'itb this liddrcss; acitbcr bas the writer of it 
any disire or JBtentioQ to cuter into flontroversy with yoa. He 
thinks tLe temporal establisbmeiit of your cburcb politically 
uujust aud offensively unfair; but with respect to religion 
itself, diatinoi from temporul ustEiblidimcutg, hG 'm bnppy so 
the oojoyroeiit gf his own, iind be leftvee yoa to ci»)fe the 
you c^a of yoani< 

A MKMBErt. OS TnE DeISTICAL CHUItCH.] 



TO JOHN 3IAS0N, 

Oufi nf the Mlnwfi'rf I'f thf Si-ofrJi Prtmhi/f/rrtrta ('Aitreft, 
J^'in York, ifilh nrmnif.s nH hi's aivuaHt nf llur visU 
ntU'/e lo the iutc Gunenil J/njitiilun, 



" Comr- noip, Irt vs u^ason loifLiJu-f, milh thr Lort/." This 
is one of tba pds.'iajrcs yuu i|iiiit.L<d frM-cu your Bible, in your 
converHalioa with (.Icoeriil JIuiuiiton, o^ given in ^your ItTter 
EigJicd vi\t\\ your nnino, und ])ubiicbcd in the CHUuiui-rcinl 
Advertiser, aud olbcr New York papers, and I re-quota the 
passaga tn show tliat your Tt-j-t uiid yoivr Itrlfijiun 
trjidict esieb other. 

It is im|iaii.siblc (t> renson upr>n thi»^ w^f nnnfirrhentibte] 
rriisiin : and therefore, if you kpop to your Texl, wbieb prin 
5cJiJnjj] do (f"r they aro gcnuriilly ritlier uhnvc il, nr bciloir] 
or forget it), you niHst mlnnt, a ndipon (u wbich n;asoo 




MlflCELLASEOUB PIB' 

There is not an article in the CliriaUan roligioa that ia 
cn^niisable by rBasna. The Deiaticil article of your religioD, 
the bclle/o/a God, ifl do more a Christliin artwlc than it ib a 
!Muh'CMueta;[]i artiqli;. It ie an univtirsul artii;l<^, eonimou to alL 
religions, and wbicli ia held in grentor purity by Turks thati 
by Ohriatiausi but the Iteistical church ia the only one -which 
lioliis it in real parity ; because that church acknowlcdgea no 
co-partnership with God. It believes in him solely, and knows, 
nothing of Sons, married Virj^ins, nor Ghosta. It holJa all 
these things to. bs tlie fablea of prieaturnft. 

Why then do you talk of reason, or refer to it, since your 
Teligion had nothing to do with rdiLson, nor reaeoo with that? 
You tell people, aa you told UiiniiltDn, that they must have 
JfiiCh r' Faith ID what ? You ought to know that before tho 
mind can have faith in anything, it must either know it as a 
fact, or see cause tg b^heve it on the probability of that kind 
of evidence that ifl cognisable by reaaoo ; but your religion ia 
not within either of these cases; for^ in the lirat place, y Oil 
caunot prove it to be fact; and in the second palace, you can- 
not fluppott it by reason, not only Lecause It ifl not cognisable 
by reason, but hecnuse it ia coutrary to reitson. "What reason 
can th<!re he in supposing, or belioving, that God put himmif 
to ficafh, Ifi sfili'sjj/ hemsfJ/t and be Ycueni/ed on the Dcvif. oa ^ 
ac<;rmn( of Adam; for tell the story which way you wiilfJirf 
comes to this at last. ^^H 

Aa you. can malic no appual to reason in support of an un- 
reasonable religion, you then (and others of your profession) 
bring youraelvea off by telling people, they must not believe 
in reason, but in reuehiUmt. This \& the nrtifi.ee of habit with- 
out rcfluetiua, It is putting leorth ia the place of thimjs j for 
do yo-u Hot see, that when you tell people to belieTe in revela- 
lu>ii you diU.^t firat prove that what you call revelation, is 
Ttveiation ; and as you. catiuot do this, you put the irord whi( ' 
18 oitsily ipolcen, in tho place of the ihint/ yon cannot proi 
You have no nioi-c evidence that youi- Gospel is Et-5elati< 
than the Turks have iLat their Koran ia revelation, and tho 
ooly differcuoe between them and you ia, that they preach their 
ilolufliou and ymi preach yours. 

Ia your eonversatiou with General Hamilton, yon say to 
kjm, ''The timi>(a truths of the (Jofi^al, ■^t\^'a. \»iss^ia.^ tvo 
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etttmut lie, ara best 5iiiti!tl to ^v*^"'' pi't-'^i-'iit tum 
If l1io50 luatterg yiu call '* limfl'^ Iviilht," i 
tlieni, unJ rcfjuiric no alwtrwse invuslii^iitjoii, iIr'j,' wouIJ be so 
oliyiouij tliat reason wouU easily comfirohend tbt'iti ; Jr"ft ibo 

»iloctriiie yon pruacti at olber times is, /Auf ihr mi/^fmfa uj' tho 
Vospel ore beijumd ttie reach ti/ rr.amti. If ynilr first position 
lie true, tUar. tlicy ar(3 si'mjih truths, pnesla ar<3 unnoiicssaiy, 
fof we do Hot waut preftcliers to tell us the sun abities ; and if 
your Mconii be trufi, the ca-se, as to effect, is tlic same, fnr it 
18 wnBte of money ta pay a man to espilain unissplaiuable 
things, and losa of" time to listen to bim. That God rann'A tic, 
is no advantagG to your argument, becaose it is do proof Ibat 
pricsU cannot, or that the Bible does not, Di<l not T'aui lie 
wheu he toid tho Thessalonian-* that Ibe general resurrection 
I of the dead would be in bis lifetime, anJ thut he ^hnuld gi up 
I dlivc along with thetn into the clouds t<j meet tho L"rd iu the 
^« air? 1 Thes. chap. 4, v. 17- 

^H You spoke of what you call " Mc jJTVcinUa l^dnd of Chr 
^BThissavago style of liingnage holonga to she prirsta of 
^M Christian rellgioa. The professors of this roUgitin say they 
^^ are shocked at the accounts O'f hnman sacrifices of whi^-li llioy 
I read in the histories of some countries. Do they n^t see that 
their own religion. is fmndcd on a Imman sacii li<];o, lliH hli>i>d 
of maUf of wtieh tliflir pricsla tulk like b» many biitchprs? It 
IB no wonder the Christiiin religion has hcon bo liloi«!y in its 
effects, for it bc^^au in bloo<l, uiirl many tbou^nnds of b u man 
sacrifices hare siuce heen offered on the altar of the Chris 
' religion. 

|i It ia necessary to the character of a veligiDn, as being true, 

^^ and immutable as God himsolf i§, that the evidence of it be 

^ft equally the sa.iuc tlirough uU pcriod.s of time and circnmstauc^, 

^H This ia not the ciisc with the Christian rcUgion, Dot with that 

^m of the Jews that preceded it (fof (.here was a tiraej and thkt 

^r within the knowledge of history, when these religions did not 

exist), nor is it tho case with any religion we koow of hut the 

„ religion of Deism, In this the evidence'a are etcrnnl and 

li univeraul. — " TJie hniivns tkciai-e iha gli'ri/ of Go(f, and ike 

/irmament shniai'ih his haudtf \carh, — Dnj/ unto ihii/ ufteKlh 

^ech^ sndnUjhi unto nrylit ahoiL^^K lni.Q\i;l.c'ly».."* Hut all . 

^B'TJi)^ Paalm (10) wViich iaa Dewlical P»iilTft,« an tcW^^Ji^H 
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fiher religions are made to arise from maic Iiiral pir'Cunistaiio&, 
aud lire iDtroduccd by atune toiiiporary trifla wliicli lis i-iui'llsaua^ 
call a luiraole, but of wbicit there is au proof bat thi; siut 
of it. 

Tlie Jewi^t religion, apqnrding to llie lii^tnrj of it, liegan 
11 loHiferncas, ami the Cbristian rrli^inu in a sttih/e. TliQ 
Jewish boolcs tell us of ■wonders flxhiliiteJ upmi MoUnt Sinai. 
It Liippetied that nobody I'lvcJ there to contradict the jlcuOUQt. 
The Christian books tell ua uf a star that htnig over the sOiItie 
at the 'birtli of Jcsiis. Tlicro is no star there now, nor any 
person living that buw it. But a.]\ the atars in the henvene 
bear eternal evidence to the truth of Deigm. It did not begin 
in It stable;- DOT in u wilderuesa. It began fivcrynbere. Tito 
theatre of the universe la the place of iIr birth. 

As adoration paid to any being hat GOB Llcnsclf is idolatry, 
tbe Cbristian religion by paying adoration to a man, born of 
a wgtnan, called Mary, belong to the Idolatrous class of rcli- 
giims, consflrjiinnlly the consoiation drawn from it ia deluslotij 
Between ynu and your rival in iinminunion eeremooies, 
RIiKirG of the Episcopal church, you have, in order to mafefi 
joursclT^a appear of some imporfaiice, rcdnccd General Hamil- 
lu'a chiifaclcr to that of a. fcehlc-minded Jnaii, who, in goinff 
t of the world, wnntod a passport from a priest. Which of 
yoM waa first oi- last applied to for tbia purpose ia a matber 
no cnnscfiiicacc. 

The ifliiu, sir^ who puts hia trust and eoufiilence in God, 
that leads a just and moral life, and eadcavourfi to do good, 
drws nut trouble bimaelf about priefita when bis hour of de- 
parture comts, nor permit priests to trouble tbentaelvea ahout 
him. They are, iu general; mischievous beings, where ul 



inniiii>er of some pnrts of tlie book of Job, (nhicL is uot a book -of ttie 
Jbwb. aikd doi^s nol ti-elong to the Bibtc,) tLut it has tbv appcnraace of 
Hing been irdnslated iuto llebrc-w Troni tlie flume langunge in <rhifl(" 

book of Jell wa-i origittnllj written, unil brought tij the Jews froi] 
bnlOcn or Kt^ih, wlieii tliwj rctupiieii from cnplivity. Ttifl cooten 
])latian of llii? hcavf^na mnrlo a great pure of itie retigiaus derotic 
'' llie Cbnl Jeans noil I'eTsmna, itnil Lbcir religious festivals were regu- ' 
ed b/ llie pro|irass nf tlia siiti through tli8 twelve signs of tlie Zoiliatj, 
kl tli« Jews liiiew uoiliing uWut the HeaTvriB, or tbey wolI J ni>t_ 
re (old tlkC [oolish »inry of the sun's Btumiinir Elill u^ou & tiC 
the iiii^nn iu 3 varjcy. What ctjuVi IW3 -kwA Vn.ft^&QratiV«.^ 
I ilaf liwo T 
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meter tB ooncLTDcd ; v. cou^ullatjuu of prk>MU U worac laa^A 
OOUitultiitioii t>r pliyttk-iitciH- 



ON DEISM AND THE WRTTINGfl OP TnOJIAg 
VAISE. 

TilB following reflectioDf, written lost winter, were o 
gsipnecl hy certrrin (JXpreasiniiB in BOiiie of the public p^ip'^TS 
against DeisBi, and tbe IVritiags at Tbomiis Paiue on t 
subject. 

" Gri-nt is Diaaa of fhi: Ejihfsriina,'" was the cry of 

pcrtple of Epheaus;* and the cry of *' our kofij rdl'jUm,'' haa 
been the cry of suporstitinn. ia surae insUneos, aucl of h " " 
criay in others, from tbiit day to this. 

Thp Brubruia, tbe follower of Zoroaster, tbe Jew, the 
hoiuetan, tbe cburcli of Rome, tliu Greelt cliarcb, tbe prot 
ant. cliurdi, split into several hundred CQutr:idiutory SGCU.ri' 
prtiiching, in soin<i instances, dauintLtion a^ninat each nlhnr, 
nil cry out, "ou?' lwf>/ religion." Tbo CalviuiBt, who Juuina 
cbildruH of n spau loag to boll to bum for ever fur ihc glory 
of GoJ fa-iid, this is flailed Cbristianity), nnd the UQivursuUsi, 
wbo preuchea that sU i^buU W f^vvd and nouo ih-Al he danitiiid 
(and tb» also is culled Christianily), boast alike of itmir ii"fy 
rcHijion and llicJr Christiau failbi. ^Hiniutiiing more, tliervforo, 
ia neci3ssary than men; crif uod wholesale assertion, aud that 
BOmctbiiig is TRUTH ; and aa iiir|iury ia tlie road to truth, ha 
that ia opposed to infjuiry 13 not a friend to (ruth. 

Thfl <5"d of Truih is nol the God of fuble j when, therefore, 
BDy boio!: is introduced into Ihc world as tbu word of God, nnil 
made u ground-work for roligi&u^it ought to he scruliTiieGd 
more than other hooka to aeu if it bear evidence of hein^; what 
it la called. Our rcTcrcuce to Qod dtiniiads that wc do this, 
lest WD ascribe to l^ioil whnt is not his, and onr liuly to «or. 
selves demnuds it k'^l wc take fable fwr fuct, and rest our hope 
of salvation no a fjilse foiiiid^tion. It 13 not our ciilliufr ii 
book hofjf that makes it so, any uiortf than our calling a roJi- 
gioQ holy that cQtit\«9 it to V\ie ti'ame. Xmiuiry, therufore, w 

* .UlB, 0^*?. »3" ^w. 1%. 



necessary in wder to arrive at truth. But inquiry must bnye 
some principle to.pnicuoil ou, awiae gtaudard to judge by, supO' 
rior to hutnriii authcirity. 

Wben wt! survey tlia works of creation, ihe revolutions 
tlifl planetary syslem, anii tlje whole economy of what is called 
nature, wbic-ll is no other than the laws the Creator has pre- 
scribed to matter, we s^e unerring orilef and universal har- 
mony reigning througliout the Tvhob. No one part contradicts 
tkoutlier. The ann does not run against the moon, nor tlio 
moon against thd aun, nor the planets againfit euch olher. 
Kverytbing kccjia its appointed time and plnue. This b^rmoay 
io the works of God is so obvious, tb«l tLiQ farmer of tlie Jield, 
though he cannot calculate celipscn, is as seas^ible of it us the 
philosophical aatroDomer. lie sees the God of on^er in «vcr^_ 
port of the visible universe. ^^H 

Here, then, is the fitaiidurd to which everything must b^* 
brought that preteoila to be the work or word of (Ind, and by 
this standard it muijt be jadged, independently of anything 
and everything that man can say or do. Hia npiiiion IS like 
a feather in the scale compared with the i^luiiElurd that God 
laitoself has set up. 

It ia, therefore, by this ytnndanl, that the TliWe, and all 
other hooka pretending to be the word of Gfld (iinJ tbiire ura 
many of them m the world), must be judged, and iial by t' 
opinions of men, or the decrees of ecclesiastie;il einmei 
These have btion ao coiitrLidietory, ihat they havo -often r«- 
jeeted rn one eouncil what tlicy Imd voted to be lh<3 W'>rd of 
Uod in another; and admitted what had bceo before rejeetei 
In this bIuEc uf unttrLainly iu which we iirtr, «nd which 
roadered etitl more uueerliiiu by iho uuinorous pontmdictnry 
sectaries that bive ^prufg up sinco- the tima of Luther nnd 
Calvin, what is man to do? The answer is easy. Iiei;in at 
the rout — begin witli the Bible itself. Examine it with the 
ntmoat strictne^a. It ij^ our duty so to do. Compare the 
parts with ca-ch othflr, and tliu whole with the haroiouious, 
m/tgiiiticcnt ord.?r that rc-ignu throughout the visible universcj 
aod the TC^uit will be, tli^t if the fianic uluii^hty wiisilotn ihut 
croali.'d the (iwiversoj dieljvtoii also the Hible, the IJiblo will be 
us harmonious am] an inQgiiificDDt in all its pnrt^, sud in the 
whole, a* tL« uuiverst^ is. iiut if, iaate^AvilL \,t.\'4., vJaft 'ST*^'^ 
tie found to be diauordant, cont.i"j.ivis\,\tia\u ^1^^ \\aft.5.'^^««i-'' 
S4 
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saM in (innt.heT (wa in 2 8.im. *-liaj>. ssh'. ver, 1, arnl 1 rfirnn 
cliii[p. xxi. ver. 1, wh«re tlit' sntiui iicti'tii is a&<irilmil In (]o(l to 
one bonb and to Sainn in ilic nLboiO, aboundinjr also iu i 
and oliaccnc storieB, arid rcprceeiitin;^ tbc Almi^rlity us a pi 
sinnaiv, whimsical Boirg, coiiLinuully c!iiinj>in(^ \i\a niJDd, 
making and utimakiDg hia own works as if he did nnt kpMW 
what lie was about, we may i-uVa it for certaiaty tlmt tlifl 
Creator of the universe is nut tlie ncillior of such a bi-'ok, that 
it ia not tiic word of Ood, and that (r> call it so is to dislionimr 
Ilia nanii?. The Quikers, who arc a pcofilt^ more mnral and 
Te^lar ira their coiiduot tbnu the people of nihcr eoctarics, aiid 
generally alkmed so to be, do not hold the Bible to he tbti word 
of Ood. They call it"H hUtnj'tf of thu thnfs^ and a bad Listoiy 
it is, and alsu a history of bfid tucn and of b^id actionS) 
abounding witb bad cxamplca. 

Foe Bcverul ccuturibs past the dispute h^ia been about d 
trioes. It ia dow about faet. le tbc Bible the word of God, 
or ia it aotf for uatil thin point is cstablisbcd, do dnotrioo 
druwn front (he Bibln can afford real oonsolatiyii tp inau, and 
Lo ought t>i be carefu.1 be diie^i not mii^tak^ delation for (rutb. 
This Ls \i, CASH tliut co-ncerns al) men alike- 

Tbere bas olwaya existed in Etimpe, and also in Anierii'a, 
siucc its feHtabliahlacDt^i, a nuincroUd dcsvri^tio-ti of mnu (I do 
not hera mean the- Quukera), vrho did not, and do not belicvo 
the Bible to be the word of God. These men never formed 
thcmjjelrea into an cst:ibllshed society, but are to be finmd in 
nil the aettariea fhsit exiac, and arc more numeroua than any, 
perbttpa ct^ual to all, and are daily inorcaairig. FroHi Dcms, the 
Latin word for God, they have Ijeen denominated It'-htu, ibnl 
is, believers in God. It is the most honourable nppcllfitifvn 
that can be: given ta uiai]^ because it is derived iuiuicdiati 
from ll)t^ Duity. It ia not aa artifieiul nsine like episuopalii 
preBbyterian, (tc, but jg a name of eacred signifieationj au" 
revile it^ ig. to rovilo the name uf (lod. 

Since then there ie so much doubt and uncertainty about 
the Bible, some asserting, aud others denying it to hts the 
word of trod, it is best that the whole matter come out. It 
is necossary, for the infcirmatiou of the world, that it s.hnuM. 
A better time cannot offer thnn whilst the gnveromciit, 
pati-Qnizlns no one aecl OT o^™''^ *'*'^ ^itfetene-e to unulbcp, 
protects etjaaily the rigVta vA. •<i!\\ ^ui ■Mt'yws^^ ^k-ct^ i(a»a 
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must epurn tlio i<U'.a of ii" twlesjiasliiial tyTunnj, engrosiing 
the rigLls of tlia pri;s=, liihI Luliltu;^ it iVee'uiiJj for it^elf- 

Wliilst din Ifjrror^ of ilic (Jtmrrli, ;iiid the tyratirij uf LLb 
State, l[uug like a, puinletl swurJ uvt-r lilurujiG, inca were cam- 
nianJe<l to hcWavi: whuL tlti Churfli tnli] tlieiu, or go to tb^ 
stalie. All iiKjiuriea into the mitli en t icily of the Bible wefli 
shut out by the i[H|ni3idnQ. We ought, thnreforo, to SDiipeflt 
that a great iiiasa of informiition respcctlog ttiQ Biblo, and tha 
iutTLnluiiiticiu of it into the world, has bGi;n sapproseoJ by tlio 
united tyraniij of Cliuruli iiud Stiiti!, i'or tho purpogs of kccp- 
lag people in ii;;HU'nui;!0, uud which oaght to tic koonti. ■ 

The IJiblc Ima bocu reeeiveJ by the protosULotG on the ax^ 
thoi'ity of liw C'lmrcii of Ki^ifle, and od do otiier autliority. 
It is slie ttiiit baa eiiid it ia the word of Qod. We do not 
admit tliw nulhnrity nf that thnruh with respect tn its pre- 
tcndDii iiif'iUiliUiti/, ita Tnaniifiigl.Tired tuiraeies, its sotting 
itsolf up to forgive sins, its aiiipliibjnms doctrine of tranaulw 
elalitiatioti, ttc. ; and we ought to he watchful With respect i^ 
any book iiitroduteJ by \\tt, or her oeelcsiastical couiicilfl, and 
Ciiltcd by her the word of Gnd ; pud the tnnri! suj hc'Ciiusc it 
■was by prnpagaling that teljcf and Bujiporting it by fire and fiig- 
got, fhiit sii-e kept up her temporal power Tliat t!ic lidJcf of 
thti Bible dniifi. no good in tht worid, may be set'ii by the irre- 
Bulur lives of those, as w-uU priests as laymen;, wlio profcKa to 
bclinve it to lie Uic word of Ood, and the moml lives of thu 
Qii:ikeriir wlin do not. It abnuacis with too many ill ezampli's 
tu be uiude \\ rule I'ur ueral life, and were i^ uiuu to copy idler 
tLi; lives of gome cf ita moEt ccEebraUid charucteni, be would 
come to the guUuwB. 

TliufOJis PmIuo hus wrrtteJi to show that the Bible is uOt the 
Wf>rd iif tiod, thiit Ihe bunks it eontatua Were not written Ly 
the pi^rsona to whom they are aacvihed, that it is an ationy- 
mous book, and that wc have no a.iithority for calling it th^ 
word of (Jud, or fur Buying it was written by inspired peiiniei 
since we dn Tiot kTinw who the writerg ttct'c. This 13 the of 
nioD, not only of Thonius Paine, but of tLougnntls and fpna of 
lIiouanndB of the most respcciahle chnraiiiera in tlio I'nitvi 
Suits and in Kumpc. 'I'Lexe men biive lh« Mine right to 
ihcir opiiijous as othera have tn contrary opinions, nnil tli^ 
Mine right to publish them. Ecttle&ia.sVvic'AV^tSOTysX'a.'WSi" 
tMs*Mv lit (bo l/uiit'J jStatca. 



Uh rcnpect to ninrftlily. i\n^ writings of Tlioma? Pai 
rcmarkuhle fur purity nnd Imiii'Viil^'in'c; tmil thmigli de ofttB 
cnlireua ihcm willi louetiea of wit imJ humour, ha iifvcr laws 
si^iil (if the r»il sulomniiy ot* \m ritiiijuut, Xu mau'& nmt-a 
either with ranpcct to his Jlukcr, iLiiunelf, or his iieighj 
t'liTi suffer by the writitiga of 'Dioinoa Ptiinu. 

It ifl miw too late to abuse Veisoij cspcci-iUy m a ctninfrj 
where the press is free, or where /rvj; pressci can be i-Mutl/nhml. 
It is ii ruliginQ tlmt lias God ft>r its patron, awd denvea its 
name from him. The thouglitfut uiad of man, wearied wJUi 
t]ic Bujlyss coDtentions of eectaries against sectaries, Jtji'lrines 
Sgaitist doctrines, iiutl prlesCa agnibi^t priosts, finds ita rupoea 
nt last ill the conti'mplacivo belief ami worship of one God 
Q-iid the practice of momlityj for as Popo wisely sajs, 

■'He can't lie wrong, whose life la in the right" 






OF THE BOOKS OF TEE NEW TESTAMENT,] 

Aifilrcs^l to tite Jielievert tn t^e hook ca/Utf (itc Scripiur 

The New Testament oontaina twenty-Beren ^(^n^;.'i, of wbieli 
four are called Gospcla; cue called the Attn of the Apostlca; 
fourtflfin called I'Ipistles of Paul; one of Jamo»; two of 
Tetcr; three of Johni one of Juduj and one called ihe 
Tcktion. 

None of those books have tha appearance of being writ 
ty the porsnns whose iiunies they bear, neither do we know 
who the antlinrs wore. Thcy cOme to lis. on no other nitlhor 
than the eburcli of Rome, which the Protc-Miant pncsla, ea 
cially tliofic of New England, called the whnrr of BuU^fo 
This eburch appointed sundry coum-ih to tc held, I'l cotupose 
creeds for the people, and tn regalato ehureh wffijirs, Two of the 
priocipal of these councils were that of NEce iiwX of Tiuodieca 
(naiiica of the pliices where the eouncilri wcro lieM). nli^ut 
tbrsfl Iniudred and lifiy yi.'urs iiflcr llnj lime that' Jr.4i.ii^ i^ ^ajj^ 
to fiuvo lived. IJefnii.'. tivia tiuic fhci'e was no f^in-h im-k an 
New Te^tanictir.. l^ut iW. t\mTvV c.mMw"A.^-;ll gn uti \i\ 
out iiaving aoiocUiiug li sVyva,ii& vVlc WT»a\i* -&.111W., 



Zondnv-esta, revealed, llicy sny, liy Cm] lo Znroaetcr; the Bra- 
tnina of India., tlic Sliiist.er, revenleJ, lliej ?ay, hy Goii to 
Bruiua, anti givuii tn liiiii out of n fliiKky cloud; tlie Jewa, 
tiie IjDoka they call the Law of Moses, giveu th?y say also nut 
of a clouJ ou MdUQt. Sinas ; the eliuri-'h st't ut^uf furuimg a 
code f(>r itaelf out cf such materiiila as it tioulJ find or piqk 
"Up. But whflro ilipj ^ot Uiojjo niaicriuls, in wltut lungiiiige 
thej were ivritt^n, or wliosi* handwriting they were, or wbe- 
Ihcr th^L'y were originals or eopiefl, or on what aulliority they 
stood. We know nothing of, nor doea the New Tcslament t 
OS. The church ivaa rcgolvcd tn have a New Testament, an 
as after the hipsc of more than three hundred y^ars, no Eiqe 
writing could bo prnved or disproved, tlic church, who, like 
fnrmer iinjiu^tora, hud then gottmi po^sessiou of (.he Etate, hud 
everything ita own way. It invented crficds, such as that 
eiillfid the Apostlu'w Cre«J, the NiflciB Oreed, the Atlianasiii 
Creed, and out of the loads of rubbish that were preaentei 
it voted four to be Gospels, anii others to bo Epistles, aa wi 
now find them arranged. 

Of llioBG called Gospels above forty were presented, each 
prutuntliii^ to ^o goDuiufl. Four ooly were voted in, and en- 
titled the <inspe]; afronJinijlo St. Mftt!hew; the Gosipcl irrt-nrd- 
ini/ to 8t. MiLfb; th^ <«oeptil uccofiitir/to St. Luki;; the Gos- 
pel fircordiiiij to St. John, 

This word, — tii-<-orilliiij, — sliaw3 tliat those 'boots have n 
been written by Matthew, Marh, Luke, and John, tnt accord- 
ing to some aecotinta or Iruditions, picked up conccruitig thfin. 
Tlic word according meaiiH agrcning withj and neocsgarity 
includsti the idua oi' two things, or two persona. We c^utinot 
say, The fjuitpi:/. vrrftfin If/ Afalthnto ac^nrdtvfj (o J\taff/ipw; 
but we might say, the G-ospel of soiuo uther pLT&on, aecordiug 
to what was rcp^jrtcd to have been the opinion of Matlhow. 
Now we do not know who thopo other persons were, nor whe- 
ther wlint thoy wrote accorded with Hnythinfi that Matthew, 
Murk, Luke, aud John might have said. There is too litL~ 
Gi'idcnec, and too muuii coutrivanco about those books to me 
eralit, 

Tho nest Look after those called Gospels, is that cnHed the 
Aet« nf lhi3 Apnsllea. Thia book ifi aronTjinovkft-, ttft\\.W"£ ^a 
itio counrits that compiled or cnntrivu\\ ^.\ifc TAe-s "teaV-a.'CQ.ftiA. 
telJ Of how ihcy came hy it. TUe cUuttV, Vo ?,'4T£\M ^'*' ^ 
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feet, say it was ■written hy Luke, vtWich allows tlial tlie clmrcTi 
unil its jirk'sta have iiiit coiiipart'tl tb-iit i';iU(j'l Lbe Oi>^|.n.*l, 
eorJing to St. Luki\ wuct tlio Acle together, fnr tbo twi> 
tniilicl each other. TLc bonk n£ Luku, chiip, ^-i, makes Ji 
ascend into lioavcn the vury stuno dny that it mikkus liiin 
froiu the gmve. The hooJi of Act?, cliup. i. v. 3, sajs, 
be rcmuiocd on the earth t'orty tlayi ukar Uis cruuifixioD. 
There is ho believing what cither of tLcm aaj-s. 

Tlie neit to the book of Ada is that entitbd " Tlio Kpj 
of Paul the Apostle* lo tbe Hmuans," This is not uii i-iil 
or letter, wrilten hy Paul, Off eJgtieJ bj hini. It is uli I'p; 
or letter, written by a pcTsniti whr» sij^nii bimsi-lf 'i'KMTii 
and scDt, as it is said ;Lt the end, hy n iseivntit wnitntu callod 
PLcbe. Tbe last chnptcr, v. '22, mys, " I, T«n!iis, who wrntc 
ihis Epistle, salute you." Who Teriiun or Phtbu wero ^c 
knuw uothing of. Tbo epistlo is nt>t diitctl. Tbn wlmbi 

is written in tbc first persuu, and llml pi^rwon ia TtTtiuw, 

Paul. But it suited ilii^ church to ascriliti it to Piiul, There 
is n^tliinjZ in it that is iiileresiing, 'except it ha to cunlciitli 
utid ivrmifriiiig sectaries. The stupid metupbor of tbt! 
aud tbu day is in the Uth uU»|>t(!r. 

The next bock is Qotitl^id "The First Episdo uf Paul iKi 
Apui^tle, to tbo Coriolbians." This, liku tliu furiutT, is mjl 
an epistla writton by Pnul, nor BigueJ by biui. 'J'hc euiit-lu- 
eion of the epistle anys, "The fij-^t epistle tw llie Ci'ritithi;in» 
•wslB writti;a from I'bilippir hy SLepbaiKi.n, ami Purtuouttia, tiiid 
Achaiu.cua, aud Tiiuutheus." The secoud epistle, uuliflt'.il "The 
Second Epistle of Patil the Apostle, to tlie Corinlbiaiis," is 
in the same case with the firat. Tho conclusion of tt wiys, 
" It was written from PEiilippi, a city of Maotidouia., hy Tituit 
and Lucas." 

A qucHtiun may arise upon tkeao mses^ wliich is, nro tbcee 
persona the writers of the epistles origiually^ or lire tbi^y the 
writers und attestors of copies sent to ihc tjuiim;il» who com- 
piled the code or eauoii of ihe Nim Teatamt.<ut ? It tbu epistlcx 

• Attcwling tn fhc crit prion itt (lie eliupfli, TiHil w^i Bfvt "Vii np(i»tlp: 

tlint (ijijitlldtinn )n;in? jfiven nnly iu thiin'! cr\lk'il (h? t*i->«Ui', T-«n 

flftilnri lif-loii^hi^ tn li miiiri r.f wur, gut iiitn it disjiiili' uyr-n Itiifj jminl, 

ifJiH-iJitr PtLul WHS Ml iipui^llw 111" nut, iinJ tbt-y ugnieil to rcl'cr U to Ui« 

hoaUiwum, wtio dncidcd tuv^ cu,iiut>u'.u.II>j Odw. Vvd vaa ui 

apDsfI« but aotruttJ. 
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littJ bnjn iated, tLia qncgtion eoiiM he decided ; but in eithei 
of tlie cases tke cvukuccs tvf i'lnil'a hantiwriling, iiii-d of tlicir 
being wrilluu by him, is wanting, and tliercforo there ia nu 
nuthoLity ibr ciilliug tlicm Epistlea of Paul. Wc know not 
ivIioRC epistles tL«y were, aor nhetbcr tJiey are geuumQ 
forge df 

The Bcst 13 entitled ^'Tlie Epistle of Paul the Apostle, to 
the Oulntians-" It eontiwiis si? short chapters- But short .13 
the cpiBtlo is, it does uot carry the appeariince of beiog the 
'WOtk or CAUpD-sition of orto person. The fifth chapter, Terso 
2, soya, "If yc be cireiimeised, Chri&t fihall avail yoii no- 
thing." It docs DO't say eircamciaion shall profit you nothiugj 
but ChrliU shall profit you uothiug. Yet in the sixth fbnp, 
\er. 15, it suys, "For in Christ Jcsu3 neither circuinciHioa 
QTailcth anything, nor uut^LrcuDicieiuD, but a, now ocoatur*." 
Theao are not rcconcileable passages, nor can contrivance maio 
them Bo, TEio leancluaion of the epiatlc eaya, it was wriltoB 
from Romo, but it is not dated, nor is there any siguature to 
itj neither do the eompilors of the New Teettiiueut sfty how 
tbey Ciiiae hy it. We are in the dark upon all ih^ge matter. 

The nest is entitled "The Epiatlo of Paul the Apostle, 
the Kphcsi^ins." Paul is uot Iho writer. The conclusion o; 
it says, " Written from Rome, unto the Ephesians, by Tychi-j 
CUft." 

The next la entitled "The Hptstle of Paul the Apostle, 
the rhilippitina." Paul is uot the writer. The eoncluaion o: 
it 5iiya, '^ It was writtpn to tha Pbilippians from llome, by 
Epaphroditus.'' It is not dated. Query, wore thoae men who 
wrolu and aigni^d those epiatlea JournBynicn Apostles, who 
undertook: ti^ write in Paul's name, aa Paul ia stiid to have 
prciehod in Clm'st's name? 

The nest is entitled " Tlie Epistle Tif Paul the Apof^tle, to 
llic L!nI"ssi3Ti8." Pjiul 13 not the writer. Doctor Luke ia 
spnk'^n of in this Epistin as sending his compiimenls. " LukK), 
itiO lK'!oi'4\fl pliyaican, fiod Darcas, frreet you." Chap- W., v. 
14, It dni:a not say a word about his writing any flospel. 
The cnnielusiim of l.tnr Kpi^tln s«y^, " Wfjttcu from Itome to 
ihii ruIiWrtiiitis, l>y Tyehiciiis ftnd OncsimuB.'* 

Tilt iii'xt ia <;ntil.l{ul " Tilt' firsr and the .ttirnMd Episllca 
Pftal llic Ajiiibtle,, to the ThessalnuiauH." Eithiit tl,^■£ ■a-:'.' 
of (buse Kptstica was a \isioD;iry cQl^iuaias^., w i SJix'*.'*. 
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pontor, for liE! tells (lie Thessiiliniuinti, an'l, tie siiyp, ha 
them by tLe word of the LfU'l, lliiit tin:- wruld will ha at an 
end in liia and their lime; and nflcr ti!lHDg tlietn that I. 
who are already diitid shall rise, he niJdw, thBfhicr 4, t. 
" Tbcu w« wLicn lire nlive and remain shitll Lil" caught up w 
tbciu into tlio cloudi^, to lucct tbe Lord in the air, ucid so aliaU 
we be ever wirh the Lord." SuL'h detected Itea as thRse ought 
to lill pricsia with lioiifuHion, wloii tlioj? preatli auoh books lo 
be tLc word of God, Ttieac two KpiEtlera lire Siitd, iu the l-dd- 
oiusion of ihQin, to be written froio Attena. I'hey are with- 
out dat« or MgDsturL'g. 

The nest fmr Episiles are private letter*,. Two of ih 
nro to Timcitliy, one to Titua, and one to Philemon, 
they wore, nobody knowa, 

The first to Timothy ia said to be written fri>m I.aodi 
It is without date nr sij^tiature. The scpocid lo Timoth 
said to bu wriUcn froni Rome, ami ia withtiut dale or si 
ture. The EpiatJia In Tirus ia said to be written from Kici 
ItH, in Muued'iuiiL. It i& wichniit dale or gignature. The 
Epiii^tl>e to IMiitoTnon iti eaid to he writtea frooi Homej 
OoeeimuB, It is witlioul date. 

The Imt Epiatla ascriboJ to Paul is entitled " The Kpi 
of I'aul Lbe Apostle, tn tlio HeLrewa,'^ wtid is aaiil, !□ the con- 
oliiBion, to be written, from Italy, by Timothy, This Timothy 
facco'rdiTig to tlie ccnirlysion of the Kjiistle called tbe ettoad 
Epiatle of Piiul to Timothy) was bisbnp of the Church of 
the Ephesians, and conseiiucully this is not aa Epistle ^iX 
Puul. 

Od what alcndcr cobweb evidence dn tbc priests and 

feasors of the Chriatian religion lian^' llicir faitli ! The eanw 
dugree of hearany evidence, and tluit ut third and fourth hand, 
would not, in a (icmrt of justice, give a mun title lo & cottage, 
and yet tl]<; priesta of tbis profeBsioQ prcsumptaoualy prpmJM 
their deludfiii fuliowera the kin^di'tit of heaKcn. A little rc- 
flectinii wnuid tGiicli (iieti that those books arti not to be trasted 
toj tha.t so far fRuii ibero being any proof they are ibe word 
of God, it is ii.iiknown who the writers of them wc-re, or 
wliiit time tbty were written, wLiliJii three humired years 
tbc ri'puled autbflrs are said to have lived. It is not the 
rest of pritfata, whi) gel i.\i&w livm^ by iiicm, to esaminc iiilo 




oivoil hy the popish ouncils who coiopUed t!ie New Tesla- 

Qt. 

riin crj of the priests, that the Church is in dangcfj ia the 
of MICH who do nwt uodprstanil the iiitercat of" their own 
lift, for instead of excidug alurnia and apprefienaions for ita 
futy, 118 they expect, it esgitgs suspicion that the foundaliun 
]s iioL suiiQil, und that it is uecossury to take dnwa and build 
it on a surer foundation. Nobody fears for Use sftfety of a 
iBOUulaln, but -a hilltick of su.ud luaj be wjahed away ! Blow 
then, O y6 priestsj " the Trumpet iu Kionj" for the Hillock ia 
danger. 

Detectoh — P. 
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The church tclU ua that llic hooks nf the OIJ and New Tcs- 
tamcut arc divine r'l^VL'huioii, mid witliout thia rcvdatiun we 
oouid DJit imve true identi of (lod. 

The Deist, on llie cnnirary, says, that thnsc boolia ire not 
divine revt'lmurin, ami lliat were it not for the light uf reasoBj 
and tho roligiiuxi of Huiiini, those IjDgks, instead ii>f teucEittig us 
tniu idi'ii^ uf God, would teacU us uot only falan bat Uaspbe- 

ims idous of him, 

Dc:isiii tpucihua us that God is a God of trulh and justi 
loes i\w Bible toat;h (lie surafl doctrine ? It does not. 

Till! Jlible fiiiys, (.lorL-tniiiL, chftp. 20, TcrsfS 5, 7,) Uiat O 
U 0. dcecivcr. "O Lord (aays JiircniinIO, thou hast deceiv 
iiic, iind I was daceivcd. TLou art stroiij!<-r ihan I, and hast 
provftilo-d." 

JcrLininh not ouly uphrnids Uod with deceiving htm, 
ID chap. 4, YOrae 9, l« upbraida iiod with Jeetiving tbo panp! 
of J enifaltim. " Ah ! Lord God, (mys he,) surely thou hast 
greatly deceived thia people and Jerusalem, Baying, ye ahttli 
have pcaci', whereas the svrord reachclh unto the aoul," 

In ihwp- 15, verse S, the Bible bccomee moro iitipndeut, 
luid call)) Oif), iti plain language, a liar. "Wilt thou, (saya 
J crcniiuh to Ood,) 'be altogether unto mo as a liar and as wal< 
that fail r 
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^S8 MISCBLlJVNlIluU^ riKOKA. 

Ezptiel, chap. 14, rrr?e 0, malicfi (lod tn say — *' 
projilict Ij>i Jcccivinl wIr'ii Ijp liuth i-poUou n itiinfr, / f/ic L"rd 
ftfiPt; (kTcived that prophet." All tliis \h donjirigbl blas- 
phemy. 

Tiio propliet MtMwh, as he is calleJ, 2 Chrou. clipp. IS, 
Veree IR, twtia anothtir blasptiL-uiona sCorj of God.—'- I s-iiv, 
says he, tlie Lord sitting on his tijrooe, and all the hosts of 
faeiaveu standing on bis rigbt hund and on bis left. And th^ 
Lord sai'I, who ahall entice Ahafa, kiog of Israel, to go up and 
fall at Ramoth Oilead? And one spoke after tbis maimer, 
iind another ;ifler that matiucr. Then there mme out a spirit 
(Miwiiah dues not toll U3 where he eamo from) and s/a 
iefore the Lnni^ (what an impLident fellow this spirit w 
ii.ti.ll said, I will uiitiec liim. And ihe Lord said unto h 
whertwith? and hs guid, I will go out and be a lying spirit 
in the mouth of all his prophets. And tlic Lord said, Thou 
ehalt eatiee him., uud thoa ghalt also jnreyailj go out aad do 
even eo," 

Weoi'teu hear ofaganj; of thieves plotting to rob and tnnrder 
a man, and laj'iiig a phin t« entice him out that thoy may 
execute tlicir dosij^n, and we ralwaj's feel shocked at tlie wicked- 
iiesa of such ttretcbea; but what mast we think of & book 
that dc3(^rihc3 tho Almighty ooduy in tho same manner, and 
laying pbins in heaven to entrap and rain miinbind. Our 
ideaa of his juRtioc and goodiioss forbid lo to believe eucli 
Btorieg, anJ^ therefore, we flivy that a lying spirit has been 
the mouth of tliu writers of the hrjoka of ibu Bible. 

T. P. 
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TO THE EDITOR OP THE PEOSrECT. 

In addition to the jiidieiona remarks in your 12Ui numl 
on ih'A absurd story of Nuak's fiood, in the 7th chaptcrj 
Qcnesis, I send ynu tho following: 

The Bceoad verse tiinln.is fiod to say unto Nonb, "Of ci 
clean hcast ihoii nhiilt take to thnc by hcvpti», the tnalc and] 
female, niid of evi-ry beast that are not clean, by tiro, 
male aud his fema\c." 
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SllSL'KLLAKEOUa 

JfflW, tbei'Q w;is n<i snch tiling as bQasta dean find uncfean 
in the tinio of Niiah, NeiUier Wf.rs thrro any auch people aa 
Jews ov lfiraelit<;3 a:t that time, to vvbuiu tliut Jisi-inctioji was a 
liiw. Tie luiv, called tho Jaw of iMoscs, by wUith a distinc- 
tiuD i^ tu^ide, L^irists cIquu und uDc!t!U,Q, iva^ not until eevcrnl 
htmdrcd joars after IIiq tiiiio t-liat Noah is said to have lived. 
The story, therL'fori?, deteirts iteelf, bccausD fho inventor forgot 
himself, by making G-nd make «Se of aa exptesaiO'n that coulJ 
not be used at the tiiue, Tho blonder is of the aamc kind, aa 
if a man in telling a story about America, a hundred years 
ago, shoutd riuote ao espresainn froLu Mr. Jefferson's iuaugural 
gpeecli, aa if apiikt'ik by him uit thtit ti:uo. 

My opiniou of this story is the Game as what a man onca 
said to another, who asked Liiu m a di'iiwling tone ot voiue, 
" Do you believe tlic account about No-ah ?" The other replied 
in the same iom of vciitici, tcA-no, T. 



KELIG-IOUS INTELLIGENCE.* 




Tini fallowing publication, wl}ii?b tas appeared iji aeren 
iiewspapcra in dillereut parts of the United Stales, showji in 
the most striking manner, the chanietor and effwts of reli- 
gious fanaticisrn, and to wliat estravagaiit lengths it will 
carry ita ilQruly aiid destructive operation?. We gWe. it & 
place in tho Prosppct, because we think the perusal of it 
will be gratifying to our Eub^cribera ; and, because, by ex- 
po.sing tho truf! character of such franlrc zeal, wo hope to 
produce Eome influence npoa the reason of man, and inducG 
bim to lisc superior to such drcudful iilusioae. The judi- 

* It be<ynnios nvgeBaary to insert I^- Scott's letter^ for the dae _ 
derituniMcg of the comDients vaailn npan it, b; Mr. Puinvi. It bi_ 
■lao in itaeif iwiicli iaterest, fts eiliihUiiig a Irtie picture of the avfiilJ 
COD-Ilticin ia wliicli pricil'Crtirt hug iiivulved liiininn nHtiiTD, hy ihcul- 
catirig "tlie Lldniiriiics of our Wltitj stnlo W rmliii-e, miJ (li* way of 
rec>JTerins (Uruu^h Cliritit." A ijiom djIUi.'ih and licntled ilogiao, ^ 
will vtiimre to say. ttjis iitver luiight ia tKamtftV "^tXi-w^ii. 
tiiat etcr csisfefJio (lie world. — Eihtod. 




of this am-mrtrt Wtffrroror 
[exit, aud fiiitljlul lri«;tiiii to tbe cttiMw 




Exfracl /mm a Lrtirr "f thf. R'-D. O'for^/e i^-aCl, of Mill Orrf'k, 
iViishiu'/lon (.'ountff, i'tuntyivfi-niu, (v Vol. William MvFar- 
rra, vf Jilonnl BrOitl^ Norlhajapii/n Ct/uiifi/, Pa., d' 
November a, 1803. 
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I My Dear Fiuend, 

Wc Lave wouderfiil timca berc, God has been pleased to 
visit tliie barren cucner with abuntlaQoe of his grave. Tlie 
work btigao eu a neighbouring GDngregation, at a ^acraitieutal 
occasion, about Lbe lusC t>( ^Cptdniber, It di«] not make its 
appearance iii my congregation till the first Tuoaday cif October. 
After society in the night, there appeur<!d an cvtdcot stir 
Hmrnig llifi young people, but nt>l.fain<; of tho appcarutice of 
wbat appeared aTterwartla. On Saturday evening following, 
wo htiil aocictj, but it was dull throughout. On Siibbath-day 
^_ one cried out, but acthiiig else cxtniordinsry appeared. Thai 
^BevcDiag I went part of tbe way to the Ilijucoon congregatioD, 
^BvhcD the «3cr3]iioDt of tbo supper was administered ; but lyu i 
^HlMgiiday tuoruing a YQry stroDg impreseioa of duty eonetraiaed 
^^lae to returu to my congregation in the Flats, when tiiq work 
Wfia begun. Wc met in the afternoon at the ineeting-hoTiae, 
■where wii had a warm society. In tbe evening we removed 
to a ncighhocriTig housCj where wc continued in society till 
midniglitj numbei-s were fuliiDg all tbe time of the society. — 
After the people were disniisaed, a eonsidorablc numbct- staid 
LDid 3Tiug hymna, till pcrhapa two o'clock in the morning, 
when the work began to the astopiwhrnent of all. Only fivo 
OF six jFt-re left able to tske cure of tbe rest, to ibe number 
perhaps of oej»r forty. — Tbey full in all iJiroclioQH, on benches, 
On beds, aod on the floor- Kcit moraiog the people bcgiin to 
floek in from ull quarters. One gir! caujp earJy in the UlortK 
ing, but did not get Tpithia one hundred yarda of the bouse, 
before elie fell powerless, and was carried in- We could not 
Icavo the house, aii<J, therefore, continued society all that day 
and all that night, and on Wednesday morning. I was oblij_ 
to leave a number of them on the spot, Ou Thursilay eve 
we met again, w\iett\.Wc sivrtk. was uiuiiKtng; about two. 



MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. 
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persona lay to all appearance dead for QPflr two and a h 
lifmrs, iind » groat number cried nut wilh snre dii^lress. — Fri- 
dsiy, I preacLed at Mill Creek- Here Dolliiiij| npptanid more 
tiiuii un uuusuid eolcmtiitj. That cveniDg we bad soeioly, 
■where grgut numbers were brougUt under conviction, but none 
fell. On S»bl)atb-day I jireacbeJ at Mill CrcL-k. Thi§ day 
aiid ev&Diiig was. a. very aolemn time, but doqg full. Oii Mon- 
day I went to aLtoud prosbytory, but returned oq TburgcJay 
OVuliiDg' to tbe Fluta, where society was appOlDled, wbeii niiui- 
bera were struck dowT]. On Saturday evening we bad society, 
and ft very Btilemu time — ^about a d^^ze^ perfious lay dead three 
and a. half bnurs by ihc watch. On Siibbath a nuuiber fell, 
and wc were obliged to ijontinue alil nigbt tu society, as we bad 
done every eveoing we Lad met before. On Monday, a Mr. 
Hiiglies proacbed at Jlill Crix-lt, but iifthing extrsurdinary 
a|>pu;ircd, only a great deal of fuUiog. W^ concluded to diride 
that eTcning into two societies, in order to accomiaod&tc the 
people, Mr. IT. attended the ooe and I the other. Nothiug 
strange appeared where DJr. II. attended; but where I 
atttnided, God waa present ia the most wonderful luaoner, 
I beliisva there wiis not one pre&ent lj§t was Tucrc or lead 
nffeetcd. A c&usiderabic number fell ^^serljML and two 
or throe, after lying Bcinm time, rccovcreffl^Pb j^^and spolce 
near biilf an hour. One, capwially, declared in a surprising 
manDcr tbo wonderful view sbe had of the peraou, cbara<;tflr, 
and oSieea of CCrifit, with such accuracy of language, that I 
wns astoni&hed to hear it. ABurcly this must be the work of 
God ! On Thursday ovoniug we had a lively eocieily, but not 
much falling dowu. On Suturduy, we all went to the Ctosa 
Knnda, andwteudod a suc-ruuient. Here were, perhaps, about 
iDOO people collected-^ The weather was uneoinfurtable ; OH 
the Sabbath-drl^t rat^B and on Monday it snowei. Wo had 
thirteen mitiiatera preaent. The esorciaes begun ou SijXurduy, 
BTid continued on night and duy wilh littla or no interoiisaion. 
Grout nuuibiTs fell; to epeiilt within bounds, there were up- 
Wurds of 150 dawn at one time, and same of them continued 
three or four hour.^ with but Uttlo appearance of life. Numbers 
catne to, rejoicing, while others were deeply distressed. — The 
srrue was wonderful; Uie t-rivs of the distressed, and tbe 
ojjiHivxiii^ groans, ^ttve suiiie I'timt ro^reaenti^-viti. li't "iio M<ftVSw 
tries find iJiei^toj- acrcatus WitAi m\\, ^Q iosiMS.,\ft ■«S*s|' 
vvL. r. — i', 
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from the (Jamncil in lu-ll, Put idiiit is t*i me tin- m-'iftt 
prising, of Hiovf wlm li;ivci bwu Hulijri^lji aumii^ my jn-^f 
with whom 1 bave coiivcraeJ, but lUrm: Imil any terrora uf hi 
daring their pxcrmsl'. Tlie principul cry in, O liuvv Umg hirt 
I rejecte<i Christ I O Low ufU-n tiyvc I vii*brueii uty huudei 
hiij precious tlootj ! O Iiqw ofteu have I Kaded tbinugti 
precious blond bj stiiliug conviction ! O iliis dreaJlul liard 
beart ! what a dreiiJftil monster sin is ! It was mj eia tli 
iiaileil Jesus to the oross, &o. 

The preacliiag is various; some thundtit llie terrora of 
law — others preach the raili! invitation of tho gupprl. 
my part, since the wcrfc l)pgiin, I hute confined myself chieJ 
to the doctrinea of nur fiilleu state by uaturc, and the wiiy 
recovery ibrough ChrJat; opening this way of aalvatinn ; slioi 
lug httw God ca-D he Just and yet be the jii^(jfl.cr of them thi 
believe, and alatt iho aattfro of truo faith and rupi^ntanc 
poiDting oitt tho illfTi-'reHce bstwtou true tiud falae rclig.ioa, and 
urging the invitations of the gnspd in the njost engaging num- 
ber that I am mfistcr of, ivithi>ut aiiy strokes of terror. The 
convictiotas atid cricS appeiir to be, ptrhopsj bearly equal undoF 
all these different iftdes of prtiichitig, "but it appears ruther 
Qioat, whei^l^ ]^K^ '^^ tbefulncsa and frceucss of ealvatiou. 



KEMARKS BY At, PAINE. 

In the fifth chapter of Mark, we read a strange story 
lliB Devil getting into FTrine after be had been tiMed oat of 

n thai story anil 
mu* alike, the tij 



man, and as the freukij of the De 

' tuEibie-dowTi desuriptions m C/iie are 
stories 4>ught to go tijgcthor, 

"And they Ciunn over unto the fithi?r side of tlie sea, into 
the eountry of (he G^idnri-'Tics. And when he woa coiuo ti 
of the ehip, imRieiiiatf.'ly there mot hint out of the totiibii a m. 
with ua UticlcaQ fpirit, whn had his ciwelling iimfiig tl 
tombs J and no niim eotiM bind him, no, not with chal 
because tliat lie hnd leCTi often bound wirJi fcfters and ehai 
aaii the cliaiiis hud been p\v*fc\it;i\ asn.ni\' t \^^' hig^ and thi: 
iers broken io pieces-, ccitW KQ\i\4.'i»\'3mo.ulfcKV\m. 
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alwnys niglit and day, he vros in the nioimtains, aM in tlie 
loinbd, tT^'in^, anJ cutting himself with Btnoes, But when hfl 
saw Jc8«a afiir off, lio niii and worHhipEiw] him, ami crtud wHU 
a luaJ ?ciice, uud siud, What b:irc I to ilo with thee, Jesus, fhoa 
son of the nwgt high Gro*i? 1 adjure tljn^o Ij'j (rod, that thou 
tormeDt me not. {^Fur he said uuto him, Come out of the 
isan, MoK uncilean spirit,) And he nskcd him, What I'j; thy 
name ? and ha answured, saying, Mj nami; i-s Legion : for w* 
are niatij. And he besuught him niBch that he would not 
aend theui uvvaj out of ihc i:(iitntry.# Now there wad there, 
nigh untu the mountains, a. great herd of awine feeding. And 
all the devils hesought Eiini, saying. Send us into the swine, 
tbat we may enter into them. And forthwith Jeaus gave 
them leave. And tbfl unclean spirits went out, and entered 
into tl]« Bwioe; and tlii3 herd raa down violently a. steep place 
JQto the sea [they were ahout two thgusaud), and wcreoboked 
in tlie SQ^." 

The force of the imaginiilioTj ig capahle of producing strange 
effects. — Wlien aoinial raagneti.sai bej^iin in France, which was 
■Vi-hile Boetor I'makliu was iniDiater to thiLt country, the wou- 
diftuL uooouttta given of the wondorful effecta it produced on 
the persons who were under tho operation, oxceeded anything 
related in the foregoing letter from WaslnDgtoTJ County. 
They tumbled down, fell into trnncea, roarcfd and rolled about 
like persons snppoS'Ud to be bewitched, The gnyermnent, in 
order to ascertain the fact, or detect the Imposiiion, appoiated 
a committee uf phytidans to iDijuire into tho ease, and 
Doctor Fracklia was reqacsted to accompany tLem, wbivh 
be did. 

The committeo went into tbo operator's house, and tho pef- 
sona on whinti an operation Was to be peri'ormed, wero 
assembled. They were placed in the position in which thoy 
had been when under former operations, and bUnd-futtied. la 
a little time they began to uliow signs of agitiLtion, and in the 
space of about two hours thoy went througli all tbo frantic 
airs they had shown before ; but the case was, that tio opera- 
tion was perfnirnuiig uptia tbetii, neither waa the operator in 
the room, lor bo had been ordered out of it by the physiciaiis ; 
but as (lie persons i}v\ (lot Jtnow lhis,-they supposed him pre- 
Bfnt and operating upon thetn. It ■«*?, iSic effiv*.\. tal \-ka.'^-^'»-- 
tioo ouJy. Doctor Fi-aQkUo. m TreVivVroi^ "Oc^a nR-tflMs!^ * 
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writer or tbtfi article, said, tbat he ttougtit the covemun: 
niiglit aa W(;ll bave let it grme on, for tli;il as iin;igiiiiili 
Bumetitiics produeed disorders, it tniglit also cure some. It 
fortutiate, liowevcr, that this fiilling down and crjing 
soenc did nt>t hupyicn in Xew Engltind a century ago, fur if 
hud tlie preacLora would have been hung for witchcraft, and ' 
more ancient tinii?B the poor fulling down folks wciuH have 
beea supposed £n he pneBesBcd of a devil, like tbo iimn id Mark, 
amoDg tiia tombs. The pi-ogress tbal reasou and Ueieiii make 
in tbe world, leeseiia tbe force of Buperstitton, aud abates tl 
spirit of perscQutioQ. 



END or TH£ TEEOLOQIOAI. WOBKfi. 



THOMAS PAINES LETTERS TO 
WASHINGTON. 



Paris, Autjusl 3, ITOB. 

A.& CCB-Bure is but awkwardly softcDcd by apology, I eliall 
offer you up apnlngyfnr this letter. TIhj eveotful criiiis, to 
iriiicli your doiittlu politics havg ijijnducteil the nffairs of your 
country, rcr[oirca an itivustigatJoii uutjrampcd liy corGCUony. 

Thoi-e wiis a liiui? when the fame of America, moral and 
political, stood fair and bigli ia the world. Tbo lustre of lier 
revoiutiou extended itself to every individual, and to be a 
citizen of A-tnericii, gave a title to rospect in Eurnpo. N«itlior 
meanucas nor ingrutitudo ha^ been mingUid in tbo compositioTi 
of her character. Her Tcaiatance tn ttui attempted tyranny of 
Koglund left her unsuspected of tbo one, and her open 
scliaowUidgiiiciLt of tluc aid sLg received from Prauoc precluded 
all euBpii-Eoii of tho other. The politics of WuBhiiigton had 
not tbcQ apppiirod. 

At tlie time I kft America (April, 1787) the tionliaeatal 
couveotion, tbatfuriuod the federal constitutiou, waa on the 
point of meeting. Siuyc that tiuie pww ftahenjeR of politics, 
and niiw Hislincti^yii of pjirties, hnvn arisun. I'he terra n-«.(i- 
/i-<le-rrilht LiiS bi:cii iipplieJ to all those wbo conalbated tbo de- 
fpi^ts of (bat consiitotioti, ni" opposod tKe nioasurca of your 
adminiMtratifjn. It was only to the absolute neceasity of 
c3t:kbli;>hio^ some fudcral nulhorityi extending criually over all 
Ihn Etat(;ti, thtit an in^imniout so icieoiisi^teut us the present 
ftJcrul conHtitutioii u, obtaiued a. au!TragG. I would baso 
TOTcd for it aivBt'lf, but] I LeCB in Amsriea, or even for a worse, 
£5* (293) 
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^^LtLer than Iiarc ti-Jit bone ; jniVudi'd U coot-iinv-d ifae 
^^■f rL'inciiying ITS Jifi.ors by rtic sninc apncul to tbo pcnjilc 
^^■rhioh it vub to be osiuMinbcii, U i:j tiiwii|3 bctl-ut fHilicj) 
^^peavfi rcmoTublc t-rrorg to I'xpnsc fUt!iin--tl:vea, than w> 
too much in cunlcn'liug again^L ibfliii ilic-iiTiicn!)j?. 

I biLVO inEroilwceil lEiesu oli»i?rTati"nji ii'jt oal^l to mnrk tba 
general Jifitirenco lietwijcn llio aiiti-trdGralist and &iiLi-«ot)a 
imioiiiilistj but to prwludo tlic fffi;L-t, iitid vvl-q ibti u['|dk-utit 
uf tliu fgrnior of tbcsa terms lu lujsvlf. I Owluro nijself 
posKii to scvenil mafterB io ihii innstitulinn, pnrtiieutiirlv lo 
iiiiiDiKn'-iti wliicEi wliat. is ctilldl tliB OM-t^Hlivc is furuud, aint 
to the long liuritlion nf tlic sfiuile; u.iwl if I live to return 
Amrricfl, I iviil uso oil my rnilciToura t^ li;ive them alter 
1 also declare iiiysctf oppo^fO fn nlnmst ibe whole of your 
miuidtratioa ; for I k«ow it to liavc bteii di-ceiifuHj if uot 
fidiou^f as I sliall simw ED tli(> i;oiir.3e nl' tliU lettE-r. But » 
the point of consolidating llio fiUtvia into a fedflnil govci! 
nicut, it so happens thut the propo^iitimt i\<r iliut purpo.sL- cnt 
originiLlIy frnm uijra«tf. I proposed it in n letter to Ohancdlor 

Kriugstou ID the Epring of tlie year 17S2, nhilu ihut ^cutU- 
aa WU9 miaiGtcr fur foroigD nH'^irE*. I'liD ^vu pi-r c^ut. dutj 
conimenduid bj Ciinj;re.J8 hu-d then falli'u tbiougli, havii 
b<;en adopted liy some of the statiis, akuroii hy othurs, reject 
by Rhode Island, und repealed by Virginia, after it bud 
ooQSfiDtcd to. TfiLr proposiil in the k'ttcr I ailudo to, w( 
get nver the whole dJIficully at ouce, by atiuniug ncouliuunl 
Jcgialulive body to Coogtess; for in order tu huvu nuy Uw 
tbo Union unitovin, th^e ca&e onld only he, lliut cither Congrfl 
as it then stnodj muBt frduic tliD ItiTf, and iLo bCbIcs Buvorttl 
adopt it wiitbuut itlltiratioji, or, the -stufcs uiust elect a coiu 
noDtftl K'gisUtun! for the purpope. riiiiiicullor LiviiigBln; 
Jtoburt Morris, UuuvevDtiiir Morris, and myself, liiid ii mcctii 
at (lie houso of Robert .Jlorris tm Iho suhjctt t^f t\r.d klxt 
There was. on diveraily of npininn on the preposition for n 
tincDlnl legislature : the only difSiiulty w»s on tbo njnnntr 
bringing the pri>positii)n foni-Mnl. Fnjr my own part, na 1 ct 
BJdeiffl! it fiR a remedy in re-^ervo, tlml t:<''n\'\ he iipplie-l at . 
time, wArrt rAr: nf^jlrn sim'' ihrmtflivi tfft^t;} rit<injfi In he 
n['/hi (whit;)! dirl n^il tippi.-iip lo hi- llu- t-asi- tit llut tiino^,^ 
aut sLv (Jj(? jij'uprioiy uf vsr'^\i\'^ it \ip'r:ipiiui<'ly, 
J&Bj^ the pubtisbei uf it W5^\^. Mv^n \V\i vitt: 



6»cf, ibe leaJcrs of your party will senrcelj havo the liartliness 
to apply to TUG the tuirm of auti-fedpTQlisl. But I t^ati go to a. 
dale iirni to a fact beyond tliis, for the proposition fur electing 
u continentul couTcatiDti to furin b. continvnta,! government is 
ORG of the subjects treated of in tba pamphlet " Vommoi^M 
Sense." B 

Hiiviog thua cleared away a little of tbo rubbish that might 
otbernise hafe lain in my way, I return to the point of tirnt! 
at wliith Ihc present fuderal constitution and your administra- 
tion began. It was very vfell said by an anoTijm«jij-'' WTilor ia 
rbiladelpiiia, nboiit a Jcat before Ihat poriodj that, " thirteen^M 
stavrs and ne'er a hoop tcill not mahe a barrel ;" anrl as any^l 
kJn-d of hooping the harrcl, howcTer defectively executed, 
would be batter than none, it wafi Bcarcely 110(11511116 hut that 
considorayc advantstgcB mustarifii; from the federal hooping of 
iht' stjitea. It waa wllIi pleasure that every sinecrc friend to 
Anicrivm IikIigU as the natural effect of union, her rising pros- 
perity, and it v/aa with grief they saw that prosperity mixedj^ 
even in the blusriomi, with tho germ of oormptioa. Monopo^H 
U>e8 of 'every kind wiirJiedyoar auLiiiuistrattoaulaiost io the mo^H 
meat of its euiumuuecnjcDt. Tho lands obtained by the r«va*H 
lulioD WCTO lavi!^hl»d upon partisaus; the iuterest of the dJB- 
bttadcd Buldier was solid to the spt^uulator ; iujui^tice was acted 
uudcr the proli'iica nf faith ; mid tho chief nf the army bcca,itie 
tho piitrnri of ihe fraud, [■'rotn auch ft bc-ginQtng what else 
could hii expeuted, tlian what has happened? A tnoan and 
iCTTile atihtnissiou to the iuaultA &f one nation J treachery and . 
ingratitude Io another. ^M 

S-imo vices make their approach vrith such a eplendid ap^| 
peaninue, (but wo Bcarcely know to what claaa of moral dia- 
linotioiia they belong: they are rathur virtues corrupted than 
vices originally. Hut mcanneas and ingratitude have DotLiog 
C(|uivoeuI in their character, There is not a (rait io tliem 
that renderu them doubtful. They are so originally vice, that 
th«y are generated in the dung of other vices, aod crawl into 
eriateuce with the filth upon their back. Tb-a fugitives have 
found proIfcctioQ ia you, and the leveo-room ia their place of 
rendezvnua. 

As the federal constitution U a copy, though not quite so 
base OS the firigiual, of tho form of tKc BnVisV, ^ts-TmaKW-jW^ 
hnlUttiaa of its vices was naturiWy Io. \ie &?.^wNr*^- '^^^'^'^^ 
mote is the cooueiion between /uriti i^iii. -pTO.cti.ce.fewXViw^B 
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tbo ono is to iovUr tb[' otb(>r. Imitation 'm natumlljr |»r(>gr^. 
iivp, auil i.^ ™piill_jf '"■ in matters thut ore vicious. 

Soon iifior llie I'vJemI fniistttutioii arrivoJ in Eogtand, I 
rewivod a letter IVom u feimalw litiT-iry Lrorr^KpundefU fa na- 

tivB of Now York ) very well niixej with fricDdship, sentimeat, 
eu'l politics. 'lu mj answer lo iLnt k-ller, I pefiuiEtcd mysolf 
to ruuibb i[it.i3 tbc wililern&ss of ituagiDBttAG, nod to anticipate 
wl'Al' niiiibt hereafter be tbc comliliLiil of America. I had qo 
iilr^ tbiit the pictnre I th^ii drew waa realisisg ao iast, and 
still ks9 that Mr. Wusbfugton vrus Lurrying it qd. As the 
extract I allude to is 'Congouial ivilli the Eubjeet I am upon, I 
here trinacnbu it : — 

" I'oii toneh me on a very tcndtir point when you say that 
my fritDdg ou your aldo of the walut caauot be rL-ci>uciicd to 
the idea of my ab^TiJ-Miing America ^ven for my native Eug- 
land. They are right. 1 had rather see my Ijurse, IJuiImu, 
eating tin? gnws of Bordcntown, Or MffrriswDJa, tlian see all 
the pomp and show n( Ji^urcpe. 

" A thoaraad yeara lienee, for I must indnlgc a lew thoiigbts, 
perhaps in Ws, America may hu wliat EiH!l.4ud now is. Tlie 
iunoeciiL-e of her cbaraetcT, iLat won llio Lwirts of all tialiona 
in her fuvoqr, m^y aoUTSiI Wke n. FODianrc, nnd hoF inioilliLlilij 
Tirtue as if it hud ijovlt bn-n. The niiiis of that Uberfy, wliicb 
tho-uBiinda biuj to uhtEuu, uiTiy just fiLrnUh nmtcriuld ftir a vi!- 
kgo tab, or listort n )?'\g\i fj'-im ru>itii: B(>a.'ilbili,ty ; while the 
faahioufible of thnt day, envelnprd in dis^t^ipntion, aUnl] dt'riJe 
tlio priuuiplc, mid dcuy tbo fiict ! 

" When wc coulenijjlate ihu full of eiiipirca, ntij llif extiuo 
tion of Ibe natious yf 'bo titifii:tit wirld, we ecu but little riitire 
to excite our regret thiiu tlio iu<.>uld^-rl[i^ nilui' of (x'tupous pa- 
Ifiei;:*, mjrgiitticTiiI mDniiiiient^, hifty pyr;iiiil«Ji', uud W>41i und 
towera I'l-f ibo uiosf ijriady w-nrkmaDKiiip : but whnii the ompiro 
of AriiiTicn shall (nM, IJio subject oC coiitoiiipl^ifrd norrow will 
ba iintluilely gri'iitcr than eiuinliling i,ram or marble ii<ii in- 
npire. It will not then Ih; ^Hui, Here stood a leiapie of ytmt 
aotiijuity, htre rosu u IJiil-el nf juvisiMi; hiij^bt, or there a p:s. 
IttCL'of Kumptuous nn^uifliietiw ; bat laert', ali, painful thfiugkt 
liie Bubliiiit work of huniun wiH.Jn'ni, the piTatint ficeue of 
rij;jn gfnry, the fwir cause "f ftJC'Enni^ roso and t'lijl ; r«»d 
aail tin-a n>k if 1 I'lVfti;'. \vi\i:^va^'."' 




Americs c«nataiitly in mymimrl iu all Ihc publicfttione I af 
ward uiuJe. The first^ and still mon', the secGtid part of ibe 
"Rights of Man/' bear cvi^L^nt marks of ihja watcbfulncsa; 
and tbo d f 9scrta.tiona on first pnncipleg of government goes 
more Jirectly lo the point tlinn either of the former. I now 
pass on to tlie other eulijecta, 

It wilt be supposed by those into whoae hands tbia letter 
may fall, that I have aouie pereonail rcaentment against "job: 
and I will thercfofia settle this point before I proceed farther. 

If I have any resentmccit, you must acknowledge that I have 
not been baal-y in deci»i-Liig it, neither would it ntiw be de- 
clared (fw what are private resantmentg to the public) if the 
cnuie of it did not unite itat^If as well with yavr public ub with 
joar privute characterj and with the motives of your political 
conduct. 

The paVt I acted in the Ameriean revolntion ia -well tnownX 
I &ha\[ not. here repeat it, I know nha, that had it not been 
for the aid received from France, in men, money, and sbipB^ 
jDLir ould and unmilitary conduct (as I shall sb&w in the 
couTse of thi.i letter) would in nil poaaibility have lost America; 
at lea^t she would not have been the independent nation she 
now is. You slept away your time in the field, till the finanues 
of the country were completely exhausted, and yoa have Wt 
littlt shtire in the glory of the finul event. It i&tiuie, sir, to 
epeak the undi^guijied kin^ungc of historical truth. 

Elevated to the chair of the presidency, you Assutued the 
Dierit of everything to yourself; uiid thu natural ingratitude 
of your eonstitutioTj begau to appear. You coinuieDced jotu 
presidential coreer by enuOUrQgiQg Ulid awallowiag the grossest 
uduliition ; and you travelled Aiucrioa from one end to the 
other to put yourself in the way of receiving it. Yon tave aa 
many addrosaus iu your cbeat as James IL Aa to what wera 
your views, for if you are not greut enough to havo ambition, 
you ara little enough to have vanity, they ciuinot be directly 
inferred from expreaaiouH of your own; but the partisana of 
your politics have divulged the seeret. 

John Aijams baa Baid (itud JdLq It is known w^ always a 
Bpollor after plaeeB and ofEces, nnd never thought his little 
ecrvires were higbly unough paid) — John Laa ^aid, that aa 
Mr. Wiishington had no child, the preaidmac^ aUii«.Ui tw. -maiifc 
hoi'ediUry in (be family of LuniNXa^Vvn^'Wi. 'i^ia.Ta^'^ 
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iten linve Ciiilnt«?(l (ipnn sonn^ Binornre for liiinsclf, auti a 
visioD for hia .loM^cnsJiuvlH. Hi} liitl not gn B<f f;ir as lo 
alsn, that the viL't; prosUptmy eljoiild Vii' licreditarj? in (lie 
fiimily of John Ailiima. llo prudently left tliat to stauj upon. 
tbe ground tbut one gnod turn deserves nuother* ~ 

Jobo Adinua is imi gf those men who noTCT contemplal _ 
the origin pf ^oTerninent, or co»ipreIi,en<3fd anyihing of first 
priuciplea. If he had-, be might have S'^eu, tbut tbt' right to 
eet up and estublisb hereditary governuieiit never did, and 
never ctiD, exist in any generiilinQ at ttnj time nhMuTSr ; that 
it ia of the niituri^ of treas'^n, becsusis it is an attempt to taka 
avuj the rights of nil (he minora IiTin<; at that tcuio, and of 
all suMceiJiug geueraiiouH. It is of a degree bt-yond cntninOD 
treason; it ia a sin against nature. The (ji[Ual rigbtt) of geae- 
rations 13 a riglit fixed in tbe nature of things, it belongs to 
tbe aon wbcn of age, as it belonged to the father bpfiiru hi 
John Adatus would Limsolf deny tbe ri{,'bt thitt any fo 
deceased: generation could liave to decree Buthoritiitivel 
succession of governors over him or over biis childrea, aHd yet 
he assumes a pretended right, treasonable as it is, of uvling i' 
Limgelf. Uia ignorauce is bi^ best excuse. 

John. Jay has said (and this John was always ihc sycnphai 
■of everylliing in power, from Mr, Girard in America, 
Grenvillo in England) — John Jay has said, that the scnai 
should huvo been appointed for life. He would then have 
been suro of ncTcr wanting q lucrative Appointment for hi 
acif, and have had no feara about impeachment. Tbeso 
the diaguiaed traitors lliat call thcmackes federal t8ti."|" 

Could I have known to what degree of oormptioB and _ 
fidy the adniinifitraliTc part of the government of Ameriek 
bad descended, I cuuld have been at no loas to have under* 
stood the rcservedneBS of Mr, WiwhiDgton toward me duriog 
my impriaOnlneiit in the Luieiubourg. There are cases ia 
■which Bilence m a loud fanguage. I will here explain the 
cauae of that impriBoauient, and retura to Mr. WasbLogtoi 
aflcrfraj-d. ' 
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_ r It Mr. Jufin Joy cteBireis lu kiuiii ou ■nhn.t nittb(>ritj I any Uiig, I 
will give that authority pubUc\3 vWiTk\i>«i'u>q»»t&Vt «^.\w\V. jm 



■• Two persona to whom .Toha AOiims BBid this, told me of it Tha 
Becrotary of Mr. Jaj was preaeht wbt-ti it mas tuM to la*. 



TO WAtiLJlNOTOJf. 

Ill tlie coarse of tTiat rajje, ttrrnr, and sappicion, wlitch thi 
liriUal leucp of tlie Dulu? of Bniuawick first s-tartccl Jiifo e^ 
isrence ill Frnnec,. it happened tbat aiiuost every man wbo wa« 
opposed to viulcnvQ, or wlio Wiis not viok-ut liiinself, became 
susfiecteiJ. I liaJ constautlj been opposed to everything 
wbich was of the nature, or i>f the appearance of vialencej 
"but fis I iiid alwiijs dlone it in \i tnatioer thiit showe'd it to be 
a principle founded in my heart, and not a political miinoeuvrei 
it precludied tbo pretence of accusing me- I was reached ho 
ever undi^r another pretence. 

A ducree was paasisii to imprison all poranna born in Kng- 
land ; but a^ I w:ts a nieinber of the convention, and had hocn 
complimented with the hoTiorar^v stjleof dtizeii of Frauco, as. 
J^lr. Wji^hingtoo and saiiie otbcr Aniericaos hav-e been, this 
decroB fell short of reaoliing me. A motion was afterward 
nmdo and carrii^d, supported cliiefly \>y 13o«rdoti de I'Oiae, for 
expelling foreigners frqra the -conTention, My espolgipn being 
thus ()fF(!cted, the two coiumittees of public safety and of 
general surely, of which Ftohospierrc was tlie dictator, put mo 
in ttfrestaUon uinlcr the former decree for impri*.iaing persona 
born in England. Having thus ahown under what prctenca 
the impriaoDiiient vras effected, I come to speak of aueh pnrta 
of the enpe as applj fcetwoen nie and Mr. WasSiington, eillier 
OS u president, or as an individual. 

r have alw;tyg cnniiidercd that a foreigner, aucli as I was i: 
fact, wiili respect to France, might be ii uieniber of a con^'on- 
iion for framing a constipation, ^vithout alf'i'cting bis right of 
oiti^cnaliip, in the country to which tii belongH, but not a 
ineii]ber of a. government after a constitution is formed; and 
I h&vc uniformly acted upou tiiis distinction. To be a tnem- 
b^r r*E' a. government requires a person being' in alle^JAnce 
*ilb that gOTcrniiient and to the cflnntry locally. But a, oon- 
mitutioni being a thing of principle, and not oF Bction, and 
whieh nftcr it la formed, \a to ho referred to the pe[>ple for 
Uicir apprnhuiion or rejection, doi3B not r&rjiiiro allegiance in 
the pcr!<i)ne< f-irniinj; and pnipoaiiig it; and beside this, it is 
only tn the thing after it is fijrmed and oslabli.'^he'dr and Id tha 
country after il^ govcnimcntul character is Qsed by the odop- 
tton of a cor«sl.itulii-iu, that ihe nllvgiatici' can be giveu. No 
oath i>f alli-gijin'i; nr of rilizensbip was reipiired of the m^ito.- 
han who coinpojiied the totiv^ntiouv \.\lCTg "W^a ^cj^VP^^ -euaft^ 
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ing in firm to svear allegiancB to. Ifmij sucli crtntiil 
bceu rci]nircd, 1 could luU, iim u rititfn I'f Annfica iri tin:), 
though citizen of Frunue by coiupliiiioat, hiiro ncucpiod a sent 
in tLu couvouLion. 

As my citizenship in Aiiieriira wus not alterc^J or diniiuislied 
by aDytliiog I hjid done ia Huropo f on tb«^ coiiirary, it ■•uglit 
to have bet^u cousi'lersd we alrongiLuDcd. for it was tbe Amc- 
ricao princi|i!e of govern meut that 1 was endt^urnuriDg to 
spread in Europe), ami as it is the duty of every goveniiutiDt 
to charge itself with the Ciire of any of its citisiiBi nhn nimj 
happen to fall nndcr an arbitrary porsccution abriJiid, and this 
19 also one of the reasons for which Qmbussiidors or mmisiere 
are uppoinled, it was the duty of the executive departnicnl in 
AtuericMi to have made, at lenat some iu'^utrivs abtuit mu, ua 
8QDI1 as it heard of my imprisDauicnt. But if tLln had ooE 
beeu the case, that goTuruniL'nt oned it to tue on every ground 
of honour and gratitude. Air. Wtuhingtou owed it lo me on 
every score of private ac(|u»intuDce, 1 will not uow j«y friend- 
ship J fur it hui some time been koitwn by those who kaow 
him, that he ha^ no friendships, that be is iiicup<ihlo of form- 
ing aoy; he can serve or desert a man, or a cause, with con- 
stitutiobal indifferieticfi ; and it ia this eold hennaphrodit« 
fncuUy that impiiscd itaclf uprin the world, and was orc-diied A 
while by enoiuicH, aa by friends, for prudence, lucderaiioo, and 
Impurtiiitity. 

iiiKm after I was put Into nrre^tutiun and imprBoocd in the 
Luxeuihourg, the Americana mho were then in Paris, went In 
a body to the bar of tho coiireuliou to rectaim me. Tlioy 
wore anawertd by the then prcsidenl Vadier, who has since 
absconded, that / max fwnt in En'j0.tn>U 9nd it was signified 
to them, by Bontc of ihe coiDnilttee of general surety, to wbvcn 
they wdfu referred (T hnvo hoen told it was Billaud V:irennesl, 
thut their reelamation of mc was muly tLt aet of iDdividualg, 
without any auUiority from the AnifrieaTi government. 

A few days aftur this, all cotnmunication Iffilween persons 
imprisoned, and any person withnut the prison, was cat off by 
an order of tbe poline. I neither saw nor heard from any 
persua fi>r gis inontba; und tbe only hope thai rfitiiiiiii:^] to 
me ViaSf ihat a new mluister would arrive from Atiiprics to 
suparset}^ iMorrig, and t\ia\. \i3 w^juLd be authorized to inquire 
into tlie cause ot" my i.m\)ii*.Q^umettV-, "Vjux wh's. ^tie, hope, In 
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iliQ state to wLicb ruatlors wcro daily aniving, was too rotno 
to have any (innaalaLory fffti^!t, and I (?00t(*iiled mystflf with 
the thought that I might bs reiucuibert'd when it would ha too 
late. Tliere la p^rhnps. na coDditimi from wliieli a miin, con- 
scious of hia owa ujirightDcaBj ttanuut deriFE ronsol^vtiun ; for 
it ib in itHQlf b. coii^oliitioii for hiin to find, that tic can boa.r 
that ctjaiiition with calmness and fortitude. 

From about the middle of Muri'li (1704) to llie fiilS of 

ispierre, July "9 (Otli of Tbcriiiidoc), the stule uf things 

e prisoos was u cuntiDned Bcenij of iiorror, No jn;tij eouM 

COUDt upou life for tWL-nty boui-s. To such a pitch of ni^io 

a!lii suspidou wera Robespietre and big committee nrrived, 

that it seumed as i£ they ff^arcdl to Icavo a inan tij livfl. 

Scarcely a night passed in wbich ten, twoiity, thirty, forty, 

fifty, M more, were not taken out of the prison, ctrned before 

tt pretended tribunal in the morning, mid guillotined before 

iiiwjit. One hundreJ and i^lsty-nlue were tuki;a out of iba 

JiUS-cmbourg one aiglit, in the month of July, and one liaudred 

and hialy of them guillotined. A list uf two buudtred more, 

according to tiie report in the priaoOf was pr-jpan'ng a iow 

days before llobespierre fell. lu tbis last list I huvc good 

eason to bL:Iiev(s I was iouludtid. A lUGTUoranduni in tbe 

.ndwriling of Ilobcspierra was afftrwiird produced in the 

invention, by the; coniuiittte to wboin ttic p;ipcra of Robca- 

crre were Tcferrcd, in lUcae words; — 

Dcmandor (|«o Thomtis I'aifla soit dccirti? d'accusalitin pa 

I'iuteret de I'Ann^ricjue, autant rjue do la France."* 

I hEid Iwfi: imprisoned bcvl-u monthi^, iind the ^ilciico of tT 

executive part of the f^overnijiunt of Amurioa {Sir, Wasliiiig- 

]) upon tbe ciisr. iiikI up>jri cveryliiing rfl?pecting mc, was 

planutiou uuou^li lo Uubespierru tbut bo mi^bt proeutd to 

extremities. 

A violent f^ver wliicU bad ncuirly terniinAboii my existaoc 
wii», I liGli(i7i', the oircumstanco that pre^orvud if.. I was nC 
in tt KOodilioQ lo be removed, or to know of what waa pussiug, 
or uf wbat bad pnasflJ, for m^ro than a niontb. It niukcs 
blank in my remombranc-o of life, I'ln! lirst thing I was il 
■mcd of wa^ tlio fill of llobeflpii^re. 
About a. woeb after this, Mr. Monroe arrived to aupcrsc 

si cf Awcricn, as \r<;\] as o£ Vtuw'ie."' 
l.—'20 
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Gnuvernour Murrii-, aw} nn i^onii na I waa able to write a 
Ii^fiible enough t<t Ijo read, i I'huikI a viay to tionvcy (itm tO' 
by niewiis of tlic roiui w\\o li^lili^d lljo lamps in the pris' 
and ivhnsc iiri.ibi)ti?J fri-eHdinliip tu tuci, fiMin wlioij] liu 
nei-cr rGCL'iveJ any service, and wifJi Jiffii-ulty HctepU^d 
reefjtnpen,«c, Jiutfl rSie cliarEitlCr of Mr. Waahinglon tu sbn 
In a few da^jH I received a message from Mr. 5Ioiiti>e, 
veyed to tnc in a nolo from an intermediate person, i 
assiiTADce of hia fritiidi^hip, antl expreesing (lie desire that T 
would rest ibo caae in hi* hands. After a fortnight or ni 
had passed, uod hcantig luithlng farther, I wrote to a frii 
who wus ibpQ ia Puris, a vitizon of Flijludelpbia, rcqunsti 
him to infumi ine wliat wa-s the true situatinn of i.bings with 
respect to me. I wiis mw« ihat something was the tunttur; 
liiigiiTi tr> huive Lard tliOugljta of Mr. Wnsbington, but I 
UDwillinj; to encourage tlicci. 

In about tea dnyn I received ati onawcr to my letter, 
which tlio writer aays, " Mr. Moiinio baa told me tli;it ho 
no order O'n^iiniQg (rota the prcaident, Mr. Washington) 
B])ectini; j,7iu, but Ihiit he (Mr. Monroe) will du everyrlii'ng \& 
hiii piiwer to libenite ynu ; faut, from wliat I Icitrn frfnii tlic 
Aimu'ivans latdy arrived in I'aris, ^^ou ure not cousidcri 
cither by the Auiericiiii govBinment, or \)y iiidividu^g. an 
American citizen." 

1 waa now at no iosa to UDderetaad Mr. Washinglun and 
neff-fanjfled faction, and that the policy was gileutly to lea' 
me to fall in Krauce. They were rushing ns fa^t SB ihev mi 
■^euture, without awaVcning Ihe jcJilnusy (if Aaiorica, luto nil 
vieca ntid corrupli-ons of the Uritish goscruiuent ; and it 
a no more cnnsistsnt with the policy of Mr. Wasliiitgt ~ 
d tlinsc who immediately surrouuded him, tiian it wtis vr 
that of Rubespierre or of Pitt, that I eliould survive. — Thi 
Liive, however, Dii.'»<Gd the mark, and the reactiou is up 
thi^m selves. 
^^ Upon the receipt of the letter juat alluded to, I scat 
^■Kteniorial to Mr. Monroe, which thy reader will find in 
^Hppundix, and I received from hlin the following answer. 
18 dated the 18lh of September, but. did not como to huad 
about tltQ 18t!i of October. I wns then falUug Into a Tclapi 
the Weather iv&a becoming 4am.*p aiii wiliL, fuel was not to 
iad^ aad the abscess in mj ^^"ii^i ^'i «iasK.ii;jiv™.vK. tA 
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tliin^:^, anJ of want of air and cscrclse, was bosinnlng to fnrm, 
mill b.'ia cuiiTiuuo^l [uHuoveabIc ever siooc, il'yre fullowa 3U, 
Jlooroe'a letter. 

"Fiirix, Sejilcmber 18, 17M.'_ 

"Dear Btn-. I wm favoured, actoo after my sLi-rlva! here, 

with scvftRil Idtters from yuu, and mnrc luttcrly wiiti one ii 

tbe ciiamcLcr of n iHeUiiirinl upnn tlie sulrject of j'our cnnfii 

niuur. ; uud sliould 1j;ivc answered lUem at. the limes they we3 

respaetively wriUfia, bad 1 nut coacInJiid, you Trmild have 

calculited wltti ccrt:tiut._y upon tho deep intcivst I lake in your 

^relf^iL'):, and the plca.-3ure wIlLi wbicti I sball embrace every 

oppurLuuity in my power to ecrvo you. I ^lould Mill pursue 

the eaniQ course, aud for roasons wlik-b niui^t obviously occur, 

if I did uot iiid tbat ygu ai-e ■(ii.iqui'sted wii-U uppruheusiona 

upon iote resting pniuls, and wliitb juatiee- to you and our 

couutry ecjuiilly forbid you sboul^J enlortain. Yi>u mention 

that you havo be«n iulbrmed you are not considered as Bti 

Ameriuaa cJliZea by the Americans, ftud that you huva Lil 

wise beard ibat I Iiiid uo itistruotious fespticting you by tl! 

giueraiueut. I doubt nnt th^3 person who giye you the iufoi? 

tuacion mi5a.Dt wcl], but I suspect he did not even convey 

aocurately hia ottu idi-aa on ibo first point : for I presume tl 

most hts could 3.iy is, tbat you \imi likewisa become a Frenoj 

citizi^n, and which by no meuud deprives yuu of bi'iiig 

American one. Rvca this, however, may bu doubted, I mea _ 

tbe ac^iuiBilion nf «itiietif-lu|i m France, and I confess you 

Lave Haiti 3UUt;U to alum thai, it, ha9 nvt been made. I reallj 

sii5pci*t that this irus nU ihut the goiitlcmaD who wrote to jOK 

nud those Airnirie^ns he heaid speak iipDji the fiubjoct, tueau) 

It beeoiiiea niy duty, buvrevor, to declare t>^ you, that I coj 

sidor you as an Amcncan citiEeu, and that you arc enrisider 

universally in lliat charaeler by tlie [>efi[»le of America. 

Bucb you are ontitlcd to my attention; and so far aa it can 

given consistently with tboso oblij;!itiona which arc lyuli 

betvTcen estry govcrument and even traastieul poasciigcr, yi 

ahall receive it- 

" The ('oKgroas have never dcddoil upon tho suhj'et 
«n)!cnt^hip, in a niriniiLT to'n'gard ttie preaeiil ciwe. liy "beini 
wilh u>i throii^li the ruvolufiod. youi nra gf our cuuntry na al 
M»lQt^-ly as if you liad biwn born iWvCjU.wi.-^vivMK'i tas» M>,q 
of Hitghad than every native Aniciiwiu W "£.\k\a.'\i 'k^-^fc' 
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doctrine in tbe presctit case, so far aa it becomes ccnii|>IiMted 
witli uuy other <:oa£i(leratioD. I bavi' mcHtiuQed it io niuUe 
you eusy upon the oaly polut which could give joa an; dia- 

" It is necesaary for top to tell you, bow inndi all your 
COB n try Til en — I speak of the great mass of tbe people — are in- 
t*rested in your welfare. Tliwy biive not forgotten tte history 
of ibeir OwT] revolution, ani] the difficult Bccnea throngh wh 
itiey passed J nflr do they review its several stages wiillii 
reviving in their bosoms & duo scnaibility of the uicrita 
tbose who eervod them in 'that great and ardaous couflict. Tbc 
crime of ingratitude has not yet atained, and I traat never 
will EtiLin,-oar nationiil character. Ytm are ciraaidered by 
thcni, as aot ouly baring rendered importaDt Bervici^s in our 
own revolution, but us being, on a more extensive sviile, tbo 
fricGil of buruau rights, and a distinguished and itblo advocuCe 
in favour of public liberty. To tbc welfaro of ThomaB Paine^ 
the Americana are not, nor can they be, iDdiffurcul. 

"Of the sense which tbo Prusidcnt bas always entcrlajneil 
of your merits, and of bia frieodly disposition toward you, 
you are t-no well asanred, to reijuire any deolaratiou of it Truca 
nte. Tfaiit I forward bia wiiihea iu aecking yonr iiafety is 
fvbiit I well know: and this will form an additional bbiigatioa, 
on me to perform what I should otherwise consider 
duty. 

" You are in my opini^Mi, at peeseut, menaced by no kioj 
of danger. To liberate you will be an ohject of my cndca- 
vourSj and as soon as possible. But you must, UTifil that 
event shall be aecnmpliRhed, bear your siiuntion wiib palicQi 
and fortitude; you will likewin^! hiive llio justiee to roj'ol! 
that I aiu placed here upon a difficult theatre, many imprvrt 
objects to attend to, and wilb few to coneult. It bcunuips mo 
in pursuit uf those, to regulate my conduct with rvspcct [o 
each, as to the manner and the time, an will, in my judgment, 
be best ciilculated (o oceompli&h the whuje. 

"With griiat c^teeui ami rt'spL.'^;t ci'iisidcr uie prraon 
your friend. "Jamks SIhinroE-' 






The part of 51r, M'liimo'a letter, in whieb he speaks of I 
Presiticut (Mr. \\'n^\\fv.%\n\\'),\i, ■^i\\. Su mfe langunge. I 
"onioe tiicw wliat Mr. \V asVio^V^tv \vix"!v wi\^ W-aiv.'\-^^, 



ne woa willing tn kocp iliat in view. But the fuct U, not oaVM 
lliut Mr. WasliiogLoii LjuI giivii im orJers to Mr. Mrttiroe, s| 
tbe luUer sliited ; but ho ilid not ao niuuii a3 sny to him, ^' In- 
f|uire if Mr, I'uiuo be deiid or alive, in priaou or out, or aea 
if tliero be tinj a^^lgtuncc we can givo bim." 

While Llieso iiialtcTs ware passing, (.he liberations from the 
prisuiis wi!re duuigiou!}^ frytii tweuty f,o fortj iu tlie course 
of ulmost. cv-er^ Iweiity-four hnurR, Tlie ccmtiiiuance nl" aiy 
irnpriMtiluent after n new miuistor had nrrivfli! iiiimediijteJv 
from Americii, wlik-h Wiia aow mnre thim two munlbs, was % 
iQiiCliir so ohvioualy atranjio, iliat 1 found the cliaracler of tbS 
American govcriiDiCTit spoken of in very unqualified ternia ofl 
Ti-prnatdi ; utit ouly by tbosc who atill rttmaiued in priaan, hoM 
by tliosu who wi:re li licrAtui], an J by persdoa who bad ncces? 
to tbe priijOD from without. Utiiler these circumsLaQecs, I 
wrote again to Mr. Monroe, and found octiaaiou to siiy, among 
othor tbingH, " It w ili not add to the popularity of Mr. Wash- 
ington, to hELVD it bcliQvcd ia AnicrLea, as it is believed he« 
— that he connives at my iniprisonmcut," ■ 

The case, so fsir as it respected Mr. Monroe, was, (hat 
having to get over tlic ditEcuUiea- which (he atran^Q cnnduct 
«f OouvflrDeur Morris tad put in the way of a succ«saOr, and 
having no authority from the Amcritsn government, to speak 
officially upon anything rekting to rac, lie found bloisclfil 
obliged to procer d by unoSLcial mean-i with individual membcra^ 
fo-r though Kobespierre was overthrown, tbe Robcapieirean 
meuibp-ra of the committee of public eafety Btill remained ia 
eonBidemble force, B.nd had they found out that Mr, Monroe 
had no official authority upon the case, they would have pa.itl 
little or no regard to hia reclawatioa of lue. In the mean- 
tin)e, n>y heaUIi was sufTering eiceedingly, the dreary prospect 
of winter was coming on ; and iinprisonnient was atill a thing 
of danger. After the Roliespierrean members of the com- 
luittcc were rctuoved, by the expiration of their time of serving 
Mr. Monroe rcclaiiaed me, and I was liboi-aled the 4th 
November. Mr. Monroo arrived in Paria the boginiiiog 
August hefnrt!. All tlmt period of my inipri^nnient, at least 
I owe not to Kobespicrra, but (o hia eolleagne in projoflls 
Ocorgo Wuahington. Itumcdiaticly upon my liberation^ Ml 
i^onrue inviteJ me to his bouse, whcie \. t'jm^wist.i- M.»-«t*. "^ 
B je^r nrid a biiif: and I apeak ot \i.ia ^l^ mv^ ^tvctA'^n'^ 
•Jli * 



»n open-lii-nrt^J niim will alwaja do iQ Kuuli a case, 
respect, titiil gmlitiidH. 

Soon afk'p my libcratum tba convcntinn pn^sod a unanim 
vnto, to iiivitu lUB to I'l^liira to my sent iiiiuiu;: tliyui. '. 
tiui«s vera sUll uiiseltlcil mid d.iLjgei-i:)us, as wril fmm nilli 
as witliiu, fcff the uoitliii^Jii wm uulirolti^n, aotl tlia uutiatitul 
not aettled. I chose, hwwuvtr, lu ncceiit. tlie iiivitmiou ; fo 
I uiidurtako notliing hut what JL beliuve to be ri^lit, I aliam 
nolhiiig iLut I uudcrtsike; arx] I w;LK«'illln^ slUo to l»li 
that, a3 I wa3 not of a c:i»i of niiuJ to be dttcrrcd hy J»1 
pticla or retro9pet;t3 of tkngcr, so noitiicr wltc my princij 
to bo TTeiiktned by mtsfurtuiii) or per^'i^rtfJ bjr di^j^ast. 

Bcui^ now nnce ni Drajibroad in ihn wwlj, I begun 
tliat I n'D>B uot tlie only oaa vfha hud cuiiuiiivii'J uti uufavcTi 
Qpmion of Mr. WaEhingtua ; it was evident tint bis chara< 
vas uii tlid dediue as wdl ainr>tig Aniciric.inA as ami]. 
eigocrs of difft-rcut uatiooa. Fpmiu being tLia chief 
gLweratcjeut, be bad made bimsolf lh« cbiet' of a partj-f 
bis intBgrJtjwas questi'Oaecl, fi.ir bis pulitics bad a douli 
appeariiuee. The mission of M^, Jay to Tjondnn, n 
standing tbere was an American iniDister tbtve aireadi 
tb^eii takcQ plate, iind wns bcgitiiiiug t*i b^a M!trr!<i ct 
peareil to oiliers, aa it -hd to nit, to be eiivplnppd in tnjeij 
which CTfvry Hay Ecrred citLer t:o iucre&ae or to cxplaUd 
matter of suapid-in. 5 

Iq the jear 1790, or about tbiit time, Jfr. WasliiiigloT] 
[ireeidcnt, had sent Gouvcrrieur SJorria to London, us h'm 
cret agGDt, to have soma cciinmuiiiL-ation wiih the BrI 
uiiuiatry. To eoTcr the agency of Morria it wiis given oa 
know not hy whom, rh;it lie wout as an agent from Kol 
Worris to borrow money in Europe, aiid the report was ] 
uiitted to p^a iiDcoutradict«d. Tba event of Mr. Blort 
ncgOt.ifitii>n was. tbat Mr. IJaainioud was sent mitltste^ 
England to America, Piuckuty from Auierita to Knglar 
himself minister to li"riLTico. If, wbile Slorris was minia 
France, be was not an aniissiiry vf the British intnislry' 
tbe eouKisi^od ptuvcTSf he gave ati'unj; renson to be euspc< 
of it. No one wlio saw hi« onmluct, and heard his coiivt' 
tion, eoiiltl doubt his b'ling in llieir inli'it't^t ; and had Im 
got (jff'rit the timii be d\il, nlw;? V%\.^t'yiA\,\\«-9i'jivi,ld bavo b 
ia arrestiitiqn. Some VcUcta ol \ii,a VuA. ^aW* wAji'&Aj 
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TO WASniNQTON. 

of tljfl committee of public safety, and inquiry was miikinjg 
uft«r liim. 

A gi'e^t bustle hud Leeu piadc by Ulr- WnsbiiigtoD about 
tbo cimiiucL of Giaoet in Aiiiorioi, wbiie tbat of his own mini.?- 
tcTj Murria, in FraoCe, Wiia intinitely more reproacLable. li' 
GeBc't was JmprudcQt or rasti, he was not treacLerous ; but 
Morris waa all three. He Wfta the eueiuj of the French revo- 
lution, iti every et-sge of it. But notwilhstaniUng this conduct 
on tie part of Morris and tlie known profligiicy of hia cbaraa- 
ter, I\Ir. Wiishington , in a letter be wrote to Siini lit t-be timo 
of recalling biin oil iha comprint and request of the committee 
of public sn-fc-ty, assures bim, that tbougb be bad coinpU'cd 
witb lh[it r«i:|UO«t, he still retP-ined tba some esteem aod frieiid- 
sbip fnr lilm aa before. This letter Mmria was foolisb eaongii 
to tell uf ; and, as bia own t;haractel%iid conduct wure noto- 
rii'us, tbe tcElitig of it could have but one tSect, wbicb w. 
that of impliciitiug the chatiicter of the writer. Blorris Bti 
loiters in Eutope, ehlclly in England j and Mr. Wasbin^tou i 
Btill in correspnndenco with him. Mr. "Washington oapht, 
therefore, to espact, cepedally since bia conduct in the affair 
of Jay'a treaty, (hat France must coDsidcr Mnrria and Wasb- 
ington aa mca of the aiime desoription. The chief difference, 
bowevcr, between tlie two is (for in politic there iii none), 
tbut tbo ODc ia profligate coougb to profcsa an indiffcreaco 
About moral prlnciplea, a.iid the otbec is prudent enough to 
coDceal thi! want of ihcm. 

About llirpe iBontha after I waa at liberty, the ofEeial noi 
of Jay to Grenvilfc on tbe subject of the capture of American 
TesacU by British criliscvs, appeared tu the Amerieau pupera 
that nrrived at Piiris. Kvcrjtbing wag of a piece — everytliiiig 
Was munn. Tbij fame kind of tbaracter went to all circuot- 
slani^e^ public or private. Disgusted at this niitionnl degrada- 
tion, as well :is tit tbe particular conduct of Mr. Wasbiuetoo 
to nit',, I wrote to bira (Mr. Waabiiigtoa) on tbe 22d of Feb- 
Toary, I7y5, nu-ler crucr to ibc tbtn secretary of slate (Mr. 
Raiidolpl]), Dud intruBtud tbe letter to ^1, Letonibe, who waa 
appointed Krenuli consul to Philqdcjlpbia, and was on tbe pt>int 
of tukinj; his departure. Wbeo 1 supposed M. LeLnnibe had 
Mfled, 1 lurnlinov^d (be letter to Mr. Monroe, and as I was 
thou in his house, I sbowed tt to him. He e^Y'^e^^fcA^'^.-Ai 
that I wotikl recall if, which be su^f^^ati xca^^Vt \iyMa, W 
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Btowed untithcr letter on Mr Waahingtiin, wliicli 
cover t/ii Mr. FraakliB Bacbu of PLiludclpliia. 
as follows : — 

"to OEORQE WASnfaoTON, PttESIDEKT ttF TrfB 

^ STATES. 

" PAR19, S<-p[. fl 

" Sir; I had writteB yaa a letter by M. LetoiutK 
consul, but, at the rcrjucst of Mr. Monroe, T wlthdrf 
the It^ttcr U jlill by me. I was tliL" mor6 cusily preva 
to do this, as it was thnn my jniontitm to huve rel 
America the tatter end of the present year; but ilia 
now BulTer prevents uie. In case I had come^ I sha 
applied to you for sutA. parta of jour official lattera ( 
private oaes, if you hud cht^cn to giv« tbeoi), ag i 
any ipstructioos or directions either to Blr Moarofl, ■ 
Morris, or to any other person, respecting mej for ! 
were infarinc^d of tny iiuprisoninent in France, it wa 
bent on you to have nin.ds some inquiry into ttio otfdl 
might very weU conclude that I had dot the oppor 
Snforiuing you of it. I ciLnnat uuderstiind yout aik 
this 8ubji!ct upon any other ground than as t'onnivat 
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cause for putling America in tlio caao, but tj interpreting the 
sileuce uf ibe American gU'Vernmeut iuta coDnivancQ. and eoTi- 
BQHt. I was iinpriHoiieil on llio ground of btiiiig b-orn, ia Kng- 
lutnl i uud ycvur ^ilonui.' iu uoi iuquinng the cau^c of that im- 
pri?«inment, and rgqUioiicjg mQ agalust it, was taqitly giving 
uia up. I ought not to buve aaspected jou of Iroachery; but 
wlaetlier 1 fftCflTer from the illscaa X now Suffer or not, I shaU 
continue tn tliink yoi treacherous, till jou give mc cause to 
think (itlierwisc. I am sure you would hiive found yourself 
more Rt jcinr eaao, had you acted by me as you ought; for 
whether your desertion of mo Ttas intended to gratify the 
Kugtibh government, or to let me fiill iuto destruttioa in 
FniQce, tUat ytm might ciclaiiii the louder agaiftst the French 
revolution; or whether juu hoped by my extinctiou to ujtet 
with less oppoj'ition in mounting up the American govemmeut^ 
either of thesQ wilL iuTolvQ yOu iu rfeproach you will not casil 
shake off. "Thomas Paise.", 



The wiihJraiCit Lcllcr allati*;<l to iti the aboee. 

"lO OEORQi: WA£lUNGTO», TltEeiDEHT Of THE UNITED 
8TATKB- #^ 

•' PAiiiFi, Jfeb. 22, i't^B.] 

" Sin. : As it is alweiys paiuftd to reproach those dtoe woald 
wifili to reKpect, it ia not without some difficulty I have tbkon 
the reanlutioD to write to yoo. The danger to which I have 
been expodud canuot huve teen uiiknowu to you, and the 
guarded silentte you have observed upon that cin^unmtau<!e ia 
what I ought not LO' have exported fruiu you, cither as & friui 
or US I're^duDt of the United States. 

" Yiju knew enough of my character to be assured that 
could not have deserved imprisounieDt iu France; and with- 
out kuowitig anything (nofe than this, you had sufficient 
ground to have taken some interest for my saftitj. Eyery 
njotive arising from recollection ought to have anggeated to 
^r.u the cousisleney of such a mcaeure. But I cannot find 
that you have bo uiueh as directed any inf|uiry to be made 
whether I was in prison or at liberty, dead or alive; what tho 
Dau^c nf that iui prison tnent wis, or whetlii'r there was any 
tictvice or aseistaucc you could rcuder. Jm this what L ought 
to have expected from Americo., ^i\fs, \.\i& "^ist'^ Wb:^*i ii^w*^ 
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HO I'AINE's LKTTEIIS 

toward fcer? Or will it rpiinim'l to lior hononr or yoo' 
1 tell the ator^- '/ I do Mot lic^imtc to s.iy, tliat you h:ivc not 
aerved Atiierica. willi niiirc fijdlil y, (ir grtalcr zeal, or more dia- 
iiitGrL'^lciliK'iw lliiiii iJi;'f^clf> ani) ('(.'rliJips no! with bc^tlcr tiffeol. 
,fter ilie revolutioD of America bad bren oBtabliphiiil, voa 
'dsted tit Loiuc to purlakc its aihautiigcia, ntid I vcLtiued luto 
Uflw eeeaes of difficulty to extend tlie priociples wUieh, that 
rev'jlutioQ Lad produced. In the progress of events, you be- 
held yourself a. Preaideot in America, and mo a prisoner ill 
Prance ; jou folded your arniSj forgot your frieiidj aud became 

' A3 everything T have been doing in Europe was conDcctod 
with my wisbea for the prosperity of America, I ought to he 
the more surfirised at this coudnui on the part of her govem- 
zueut. It leaves me but one mode of explatiaUou, which is, 
that everiflhlmj is not aa it oiKjht [a he amari-g you, nud ibat 
the prsEcuco of n man who might di5rip|irove, and who had 
credit enongh with the country to be heard and believed, was 
not wiflbed for. This was tlic oporuting uiutivc vilh the 
degpotic laction that imprisoned ma iu Pr;iiic^ fthou^b the 
pretence was that I was. a. foreigner}, aud tbusu that Lav© been 
silent and innctive tovard luo in Anionea, appeur Eo me to 
huvc acted from the same motive. It is impossible for me to 
discover iiny other. 

" After the part I lisve titfceti in the revolution of Americft, 
it is natural Hint 1 fi;t:l int^?reatcd in whatever rflatrs tf> her 
character oiid proFperity. Tbough I am not on the spot to see 
what \& inLniediiiltily acting there, I Ece eome purt of wlint !^he 

^i3 acting in Europe. For your own sdkf, aii well 11.5 for that 
pf AEUoriua, I was both eurpri&ed and concerned nt the ap- 
poiiilmeut of GciUverneur Jlorris iri bf'iuinis'cr (o Frsflcc, Ilia 
eonduct has proved that tlio opinion I liad furme-d rf ihiSt op* 
pointraeot ivns well founded. I wrote that opioitm to B|r. 
Jefferson at the time, and I was frnuk cnoiinh (n say tlie samo 
thing to Blorri?, that !t wusrf« tai/ortnunlf (//■jonnirtKrnt. Ili» 
pralingj insignificant pomposity reiiden-d him at once oSun- 
sive, suspected, and ridicuhiuBj imd his toi«I nf-g!i:ct of all 
business had so di-^gusled th«. Anuriciin.^, thul ihey proposed 
drawing up a protest iij.'iiii3st !iim. lit fnrrii'^I ihin in.'gl(,-cl '" 
such an cjEf.renie, CatA "i- was ivi'iesvu.ry Ut inrnrm bim 
sad I asked bim oue Jn^, i/lve did wot fwVV'i-wAiiy oiii 







. tiilie (he monrij of tht emnifry and rla nnrJiimj for it ; Imt 
Ifferria is bo ftnid of profit iiud voluptuoiisueaa, tlisit he cafes 
pothiiig about character. Had Lo nut been rcajoved at tbo 
tiiBQ be waE, I ihiiik bis uondact would hay's prcuipilatcd tiie 
two countries- iQto a rupture; ami in tbis case, bated Kjs/enroijc- 
aU^ aa America ia, and evHr will be, \iy the Uritiab gove 
10 out, and at the same tiino suspected "by France, the eomoien 
of Aroerifa would have fallen a prey to both. 

" If the ioconatstent conduct of Morris oxposcd the interest 
of ATD^tiea to some hazard in France, the pnsillabiiuotis con- 
duct of JTr. Jay ia England lias rendered the American govern- 
mi^nt ooatemptible in Kurope. Is it possible that any man„ 
•who has contributed to the indcpendenee of America, and to 
free her from the tyranny and injuatiee of tbe Britit^h govi, 
ment, oaa read without eharac and indignatign the note of J; 
to Greavitle ? It is a satire upon tbo declaration of iudepeniP 
encOf anil an cncouragcmDut to the British gDverDaicnt to 
treat America with eontctapt. At the tima this iriinistcr of 
peliliooswas acting tnie TMiaerable part, he had every mean* 
in his banids to enable bim to bave done hia business aa he 
ought. The gucceaa or failure of liia miaaion depended upon 
the auccesa or failure of the French arms, Had France failed, 
Mr. Jay might have put his hamble petition in bia pocket and 
gone home. The case happened to be otherwise, and he baa 
sacrificed the honour, ami perhaps tlic advantage of it, by turn.' 
ing petitioner. I take it for granted, that he waa scut over 
dcm;ind indemnification for the captured property; and, 
this case, if he Ihnught he waiileil a prmmbic to his domand, 
he might bave eaid, ihat, ' i,hou(;li the government of Kngland 
might aupposc iteelf under tht neccsisity of seizing Am«nca.a 
property bound to- France, yet that supposed necessity could 
not preclude indemuifieutioit to the proprietors, who, acting 
tinder the ikUthority of their own government, wcrC not ac- 
countable to any other,' But Mr. Jay acts out with an implied 
recognition of the right of the British gOVcrUtnent to seize and 
onndemn ; fur lie eoicra bia ceniplaint ogain.it the irre^ulurir^ 
of the Roizures, and ide uoudemnittion, aa if they -were repre- 
hensible only by not bciTiig conforniabla to the terms of the 
|trocliiu<utiou under wbieh they were scizod. InsteuJ of teing 
(ho envoy of a govej-umeut, Im goe^ q"^'c\ VlK.*! ^'Sssi'^Kt ■>-'i *i«^ 
maud .'i licir Crial. I can hiiril\3 Vft\'^ vVmYw^V'*^^'^^'^"" 
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villo wrote tliat nole hiiujielf, and Ji\y fiiffml it; for 
of it U "Jomestic and nrtt Jiplniunlic. The term Iiit mnji 
iiHcd wiiliouE any descriptive ciklthi-t. alw»y» signifies the 
wliiiiu l.hc miniBter reprpsonLi. If lliis siiililiig nf rhn d^'innr 
into a pi'tirion whs a juggle bctwoon Grcnvillo iitnl J»v I'lcover 
till! tuilGtutiififiiLtinu, [ ibiuk k vrill end in aiiutliur juggli!, thai 
of never pJiying tlie oioaoy ; and he made usfi uf uflrrwurd to 
preclade tLe right of demanding it : fnr Mr. Ju;j has virtuHllj 
diaowDfld the right hj appealing to the via;)v<inhmii/ •</ kit 
^tajetty against llic coptvrcrs. He baa made this mngnauiiuoua 
jnajflstj umpirB in the esse, aod the govemraent of the United 
States must abide by the decision. If, sir, I turn some part 
of this liuAiiicaa iuti;> I'idScuic, it is to avoid the unptcBsaiit fcCo- 
fiation of aerioas indignation. 

"Among other things which I confess I do not nndorstand, 
ia your proclamation ivf neutrality. — TbiR has nlwaj3 appeared 
to me 0.5 an a^^suinption on the part of the executive. But 
piisf^iiig this over ns a dit»putable cftpc, and; considprio.!? it -only 
as poIiti<!ul, the cciuscqueufie has been thut of sustaining the 
losses nf war, wilbout the balance of reprisals. When the pro- 
fession of neatrality, ob ibe port of Anicrica, was answered 
"by ho^tilit-iea.ou the part of JJritiiin, the ubjeet and intcD- 
tiiin of that petilrality existed no longer; njsd to Tiiaijilain it 
after this, was nnt only to eoconrage farther insults and de- 
Jiredatiotia, but was an infornial breach of neutrality toniird 
Prtince, l>y passively contrihuting to the aid of her enemy. 
That the gnvernment of England uonsidL-red the Auicrican 
goTernment as pusillanimriu?, is evident from (he increasing 
insolence of the conduct of the fitrmer toward the latter, lill 
the affair of General Wayne, She then saw that it might he 
p<iy.sible to kick a gnvcrunient into some dvLToe of spirit. So 
fur as the proclauiulion of oeulriLlity wua intended to prevent 
» dissolutu spirit of privMeering in Atnericd under foreign 
colours, it was undoiibtedly laudable; hut (o continue it 
govemineut neutrality, after (he comsaorce of Anjorrca 
made w.ir upon, wiis; submis^iQO, and not neutrality. — I hi 
hourd so much about tins (hing called iicutralil3', that I 
not if the ungenerous and disbonouruljiL- silence [tot I lutut 
call it such) that ho.* been f-bscrveii by yfVkr part of the govern* 
jiicitt toffiird 1110 ^living my imprisonment, haa uot in flomo 
laeaanre ariaen from tlaal ^•i'ugj. 



' Thmtgfi T have wriKcn you tliis letter, you ought not 
j'OEie \t has bwrn iin iigrcealile unJortakinig to mw, On the can- 
'tiftrj, I assure ynu U lia3 coat lue tioiiiu distjuiiilLide.. 1 um 
Pt'iTy J'-iu biive given lae cauau to do it; for, as I have alwaye 
remauiliered ynur foriuer frieTidship with pltuaorc^ I suffir a 
loss bjf your deprivijig m^ qf tlia-t seutinieot. 

"TUOMAB PAIMB." 
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That thifi letter was not written in very good temper, is 
very evident; but it waa just sutb a letter as his conduct ap- 
penred to me to racritj and everything on hia part since bas 
served to confirm that opinion. Had I wanted ii eommentary 
on hi3 ailence^ with respect to my imprismiment in France, 
Boijic af bis faction liuvo fupniBlied me with it. What 1 here 
bIEikIi! to, is .1 puljlication in a P£iihidclphia paper, copied after- 
ward into a Now York paper, both undiir lh« patronage of the 
Wushiiigtuii Faotioii, in which the writer, still supposing me ia 
prisan in Praace, wonders at mj lengthy respite from the 
scafTuld. And he marks bis politics aiill Farlbcr, by aaying : 
^' It iip]iears, moreover, llitit the people 'li England did not rel- 
bis [Tbomus Paiinu's] oplnintis quite as well aa he cxpqctedj 
,nJ that for oue of biji last piecea, as desiroctiTe to iJje peace 
ntid hnppiness of their cf>cnlry (menninp, I suppose, tho 
• Jihjhfn uf man"), tliey tlireatcned our fcnigbt-crrant, with 
Biiuli serii:iug veu^enuoe that, lo avoid a trip to Botany Bay, 
b(i tltd over to I'Viiuiio tis a Ii-.sh dangerous voyage," 

I inii nut refulin^' or ci'iutradietiiig the fals{;h»od of tbispnb- 
licati'iii, for it is suliiuicnily notnrJoua, neither am I censuring 
tie writer, on ibe L-<intrurVr I thank 3iim for the 'fxplanatioa 
has incautiously given of the jirinciples of the Wasbjhgtoo 
iCtipD. In^igNiiicjnt, however, as the! pieec in, it. vjs ciipiibia 
aving some ill cfffcts, had it arrived in France during inj 
ieoniiient, and iu the time of Riibcspiorre ; and I atu uDt 
charitable in euppoaing that this was one of the inteuCio&s 
this writer.'" 

I have now done with 5Ir. Washington on the score &f 



' 1 kBow n"t wtin the writer of tliis piece is, but Brnne lute Araeri- 
ine My it in riiiiie^ia Uau<l, iiii Aujmt>nn refugee, ntiil tiovr a British 
nkHul; niiri Liiat lie writua uiiiJcr the sifruK'turo of Petur Bk.(uik^4 
Iter Porciipime (Cobbettj, or bohib 6u.c\i s,\^Q.Vtu«. 
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vaf-c affnipg. It would have Wen fitr more ii^flnHle tc.> me, 
Lii<i Ilia i^ooduct lnn:n iucli us not to hnve tnoiitej tlie^c ro- 
protttb^s. Error* or L'apri«i;s uf WnifP can t« pnnJnuL'd tind 
forgPlti;n ", tiit a culd dt-lilKTati; crime of fbe bitart, sach til 
Mr- Wugliiagton is cspablv nf actiDg, i^ Dol to be noshed av 
■^I now proceed to otber matler. 

After Jay's note lo Grenville arrived Id Paris from America, 
tbe eiiaractcr of cverjtiitng that was to follow niighL be easily 
foreseen; and it wa^ upon this aniicipatioTi thfit my letter of 
February (he twenty -sceond wbb founded. The evetit baa 
proved that I wus not miatakcti, except that it had been inacti 
worse than I expected. 

It would n^ilurally w:car to Mr. Wiisbiogton, that ibe secrecy 
of Jay's mission lo Kngland, wb&re thflre was already an At 
ricAii mioister, could not but create some suspicion in 
Frooch government, cspwially as the conduct of Morris hi 
bcGQ notorious, itud ibe iatiiuii[.'y of Mr, Wasbiugtoo with Mor- 
ris was known. 

The character which Mr. Washington Iiab attempted to 

in the World, is a sort of tioti-d^scribabfc cbaOicleoD-L-olour 

thitig called prudenee. It is, in many cases, a Substitute for 

priuciple, and ia (W nearly allied t<> hypocrisy, that it easily 

elides into it. His genins for prudence fnmiisficd him, in this 

instHDCc, with an ttspedJent that served (as is the natural 

general character of all expedients) to dimiuisb the eml 

i%ssinent of tho moiii*rnt, and multiply thnm afk'rward ; for he 

caused it to be ann'^unced lo the Frcnt-b gMvcrrjiiient aa n con- 

fidentia] matter (Mr- Washington should recollect that I was 

A meta\i6C of the cunvcati"!]. iinJ bad the means of knowing 

I what I here state) — ^he caused it, I saj, to be annoiiin:<?d, and 

L that for the purpose of preventing iiny unf^.'tsiness to Ibc French, 

Kr Otl tlic score of Mr. Juy'a lui^ion ti> Knjiland, that the object 

r of that nib^iou, and Mr. Jay's Buthoriiy, were rPBtricicd 

the dctnanding of the surrender of the western pnsts, and 

dfiiuDificatiDn for the eargoes cuplufeJ lu American ve.* 

— Mr. Washington knnws that ihia was untrue ; and knowing 

this, he had good reaaon, to himself, fur refuaing to furnifii 

the hou^e of rcpreseutativca with copiea of the ins?ructioQB 

given to Jay, aa he m'ghc suspbct, among other things, that 

£e sfiouJd be also caUiid uptm i<^ iiKs^vsi. 'i.'t i-ustruciions given 

to otber rainlaterg, and \.WimV\iccottUaSvtttv3ttff^\\ii^»wo:-« 
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M Trant of integrity would be detcctefl. Mr. Wasbington 
may now perhaps kiirn, wben it is Uio late to be of any use to 
him, llmt a man will puss better tbrougb the world with a 
thoutiiLcid open errors upon hlti buck, tliau in being dcti^cted in 
Oils sly fulsohood. Wbeu oae is di^l«cted, a tbDusaod morg 
are Buapeflted. 

Tbo first account that arrived in Paris of a treaty beiog ne- 
gotiated by Mr Jay (for nnbody suspflcted any) came \a na 
English newspopcTj wliicb acinouuced ibal a treaty, offK'nxioa 
and rfiifcnsief, bad been concluded, between the United States 
of America and England. Tliia wa.9 immediately denied by 
every American in Paria, aa an impoaaible thing; end tboiigu. 
it WAS disbelieved by the Frcncb, it Icipriuled a saspicion tliat 
fiotne underhand business was poiag forward. At last the 
treaty jt,self arrived, and every wtsll-affeottid American blushed 
with shame. 

It la curioae to observe bow tho appearances of cbara^jlera 
will change, wbila tUo root that produces them rcmaina the 
same. The Washingtou fuctioii Laving w&ded thrs>ugh the 
sltmgli of negotiation, and while it amused France wilb pro- 
fossious of friendsbip eoatrived to injure her, immediately 
tbrowa off tbe hypocrite 3ind itssumea the swaggering air of ft 
bravado. The party papers of that imbecile administratioa 
Were on. tbia occasion filled with piiragraj^iha about soi'ereignty; 
A poltron may boast of his sovereign right to let another kief 
bini, and tbia is the only kind ftf sovereignly shown in the 
treaty with England. Bat thoae dashing paragraphs, as Timo- 
thy Pickering well knows, were intended for France, without 
wbose asaistao^ie, in men, money, and ships, Mr. Washingtoii 
would h are cut but a poor figure in the American war. But of 
bis military taleuta I shall spook hereafter. 

I mean not to enter into aoy discussioa of a.Dy article of 
JayV treaty; I gliall epeak only apon the whole nf it. It is 
attenipted ti> be justiQcd on the ground cf its not betug a, vio- 
latiou of any articio or articles of tbe treaty pre-existing m ' 
FrnuvQ, But the Bovcreigo right of explanation does not lii 
with George Washington and bis maq Timothy; France, o 
ber part, has, at least, an equal right : and when nationa dis- 
pute, it is not BO much about words as about thitkgs, 

A man, such as the world oa.Ua a s\iKi"^,'aanrawSi.«s.i*^ 
avBt bo supposed to be in tVe (|aVbtA.£a ol iJoa \aw^^-»*^ 
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s way to enter into engagemftnt-B, and make bargains, m 8a( 
a M-ttinor us tii olicat some rith<?r party, wiiliout (IiaL pjiriy 
being able, as Lbe phraBS is, to take the fitw vf him. Tbis oftta 
happens iu ihe oabalisticul circle of vrbat is culled l:iw. But 
whfln tbia ia attempted to be acted ou tbu BKioual acale of 
trentiea, it i^ tooi dc'-^pipabla to be dcfeDtlec), or to be puroiitted 
to exist. Yet tills is tbe Iriolk upon wSiich Jay's irottty ia 
founded, 90 far as it has relatiiiu to tiie treaty pre-existing with 
FraDce- It is a countGr-trcaly to that treaty, and per\-erts ajl 
tho great arl.icles of that tveatj to the injury of France, atjd 
makes them operate as a bounty to Eiiglantl, wilb whom 
France is at war. The WashingtoTi adniitiistration ehows 
great desire that (he treaty botwoen l-'rancc and tbe TToited 
States be preserved. Nobody can doubt its sincerity upon 
tbie matter. There is not a Bviiisb niiuiater, a BrltiaEi uier- 
cbunt, or a British agent or fii<;tor, in Aniericn, that docs Dob 
anxiously wish the samie thing. The treaty with Franco servea 
now aa a passport Lo supply Englaud with naval stores, and 
otUcr article.>i of American prot^nce; while tbe sitme arti«1efl, 
when CLiiuing to France, are made -cootralbaiid, or seizabl-e, by 
Jay's treaty with England. Tbe treaty with France says, 
that Dcutrsl sbipa luukc neutral properly, and thereby gives 
proteL-tiob to P^uglish properly on board Aiuencan sbipa ; and 
Jay's treaty delivers up French propti-ly on board AmericsTi 
ships to be seized by the Englisb. It is too paltry to talk of 
faith, of n.atiobail hoa<mr, aud of tlic prescrvatioo of treaties, 
while Bucb a barefaced treachery as this star^^s the world in the 
face. 

The Waabiagton adminiatnition may save itself tlic trouble 
of proving tu tilt! French goveraiueDt, ita moxt fniihj'ul intcu- 
tioaa of preserving the treaty with Franee; for Franec baa 
DOW no desire that it should be preserved; she bad nnminated 
an envoy extraordinary to America, to make Mr. Wasbingtfl 
and his goYcnimeul a present of the treaty, and to Lave 
more to do with iJmt or with kim. It was at the same til 
officially declared to tbe American miuiatep at Paris, ifvU 
Fi-eitch rcfniliUrhad rather have the Aaivrlvan i/'jpcrnmrti t _ 
an open enemy thuti a tredcJieroiit frirrnf. This, sir, together 
yFith the internal ilistiatt^ions -eaased in America, and tli« loss 
of citaracter in tbe wor\i,V& iVifc ttitntJ^A txisii-aVWdud to ia 
the teginntDg of Ibis \eUM, \o ■wVvft'o. ^'sra ^OTa\ft -s^feSaA 
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have broaght the affairs of joTir countrj. It is time tlmt tha 
eyes of America ta openad upon you. 

How Prance could have coDduclcd lievaelf tdward America, 
ttfadAtiiericaticotnaiei'tiL', after all treaty stipulatioiis Lad ceiisedj 
and under tho scnso of scrvicea rendered, iiTi J injuriea Tcreived, 
I "know not. It is, liowdver, aa unpleasant rcflccIJon, that ia 
all national quarrels, tlie innocent, aad even the friendly pnrt 
of til* cominanity, becoiae involved ivitli the culpable and the 
unfriendly; and as the aceouots tbiit ari'ived fi-om Americn 
cootiauEd to mutilfusl an invariable attacbmeut, in iIlg general 
masa of the people, to their original ally, in oppoailiou to the 
uew-fiiugkd WufiUiugton lacticit, the ruvolutioas tliat hud beea 
taken ia Frmce were euspended. It happened also, fortu- 
nately enough, that Gouverneur Morris, wjib uot luinisEer at this 
tiuiB, 

There is, hawever, one poiut thai yet r^niaiua in emhrjo, 
and whiu-h, uinonjj otlicr things, serves to show tho igno- 
rance of the Was.hitigt(j[i ireaty-uiakors, Jitid their ioatteaiion 
to pre-existiog treaties, when ttcy were emph^ying tbeuiselvca 
in frnming or ratilyitig the new treaty with EngiaTid. 

The second urtiele of the treaty of comtoercG between t' 
Uuitticl Statea and Franco Bays: "Tlie most ChriHtian kin. 
and the United 8tates engage inutuaLly not to grant any p, 
ticular favour to any other nations, iu respect to cowimorco 
and navigation, that shall not immediately heicouie corumoQ to 
the other party, who shall enjoy the samu favour freely, if tlie 
QonoCBsioD wns freely luade, or ou allowing the sacno CDaipeo.- 
^ation if the conccssioxi was conditi'CiDal/'' 

Alt the con cessions, therefore, made to England bj Jay'a 
treaty arc, through tho nicdiuin of this second article in tho 
pre-existing treaty, made to France, and become engrafted 
into the treaty with Fmnco, and can be eserciaed by her as a, 
Toatter of riglit, the aainc aa by England, 

Jay's trciity makes a enncessioTi to Euglantl, and that nn- 
Cfvndieionally, of Ecising naval stores in American ships, nnd 
condemning (hciu as contraband, It niiilia'i also a cnnraBaiim 
til Knglani! to sciKe pi'ovisiuua and othe/' iri'tifft:^ in Auiericiin 
ehip.'^. Other arddes, are cW other arlUks ; and none but au 
ignoramus, or somttljing worse, would hav.' flmt autU is. ijfc.T:iiate 
iutu a ii'va.ty. T/iu eujiditiuu auitcs^'i ^(J ^Xi,^* tii«se\'«.,*ia*''*5ai» 
/>/ioi'jaifTf;3,iqJ (jlliur arliulus so seiwii wi ^^^ Y^''^^'^' 
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ir. Pinckney, when he psissed thrnngh France in lii 
Spfiio, spnke of tbc rceommonccmcat of the BeJaHrcg as 
that wouIJ tiikft plnce. The FrciinJi g'H'crnnifinl. had 
means received iiiformalion frflia T^ntiilon to tlie ea 
pose, with the fl(}<]ili:>ii thjil the rocciniaiencciiit'ut of 1 
ure9 would cnu.ic no misUDdcrstaDiJin^ between the 
and American govcrnweiita. Gn-iiA-illfl, Ju dtfeiidiug 
against the oppo^jIjoQ in PiirliaiuQnt, on account of tlie 
of ogrft, a.iid (see hla spuccL at (he opiFtiiiig of the Pni 
that met Octfjtet' 'J9j 1795), that th-' »uj?pfiei:/"r the Q 
ejrpediiion tcfrt fiiruiifieil out t\f the Aiiierr'i-iin shtps^ 
the accounts received til that time from England sta 
those s<!izHrpst were- made under llio treaty. After the i 
for the QnihcrnD (ripodiiinn hud bci'D procured, and 
pceted 911CCPS9 had fuilcd, ilic soizures trevc cnuntcm 
and had the French seized provision vcsael.^ going to E 
ifrisprotablQ thiit the Quiberon expedition could D' 
been attempted. 

In one point of riew, the treaty with England oppra 
loan to the English govcrnnaenl. It gives pcrmifwioD 
govcruiucnt tw take Aineriiiaii property at Pra, to any 
and pay i'f>r it when it suits her; iind, heeide this, tb 

la GTerv DolaC of viewasarreuderof tb^rishta of A 
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treaty which a treaty <?an give. Bat 30 11111011 has that treaty 
been perverted, tha.t the libei-ality of it oQ. the part ol' France 
has Bfirvod to cncoarago Jay to fnrni a coud tor- treaty with 
EHglnnJ ; for he mnat bavii supposciJ the baii-cJa of Fmiicc tied 
up by her trualy wltb Amcricii, when be was making such 
birge DOT]«Gaaiona in fiivtjur of EtigUiTid. The injury which 
Mr. WaRhingtnii'a adminiat-ratmn has daao to the character, aa 
wull aa to the cominQrce of America, is too great to be repaired 
by bim, Foreiga nations will be sby of making treaties with 
B goveruiuont tbwt bus given the faitliless cxumple of pervert- 
ing the liberality of a former treaty to tbfl injtiry gf the party 
with whom it was iiiaJe. 

In wbiit fraudulent light muai Mr. Was-tingtOn's charact( 
appeiir in the world, when liia doclarations and his conduct arl 
compiired tngetber ! Here follows the letter be wrote to tl 
committee of pablic safety, wbile Jiiy was negotiating io pr 
found secrecy this treadi'iroua treaty : — 

" George Washington, President of the United States of Ann 
rica, to the representatives of tbe French peopfc, meuibcrB 
of tbe cooiaiittee of public safety of Ibe Freucb republic, 
(Ae (jr&rt and good frien'l an'f nib/ nf ihi- Vnltsd SlaU-n. 
" On the intiniatjon of the wish of tho Frunob rppublin th: 
a new niinialer should be sent from the Uuitfid States, 1 
BoU'cd to manifest luy aenai! of ihtt m:i<3ioeSa trith which »?ij_ 
request was fulfillod fthat of recalling Genet), by ioimiidiutiily 
fullilling the request of your goveriattienti (that of recalling 
M orris, j 

"Itwaasome time before a character could he obtniced 
worthy of the high oflico of espreeaing the atta<*hmcnl of the 
United States to tbe happiness of onr allies, a)iti drmcinif 
• eZiif-r the hou'Js <>/ uur/rtenthfifp, I have now itiado cholcfl 
of JamcH Monroe, one of our distitiguisbed citiaeoa, to reside 
near the Fn^neh republgc, in quality of oiiuistcr plenipoteutiriry 
of the United States of America, IIr is instructed to bear 
you our sinccrs »'il'r.ilinh- fur ^niiT ■icfl/nrp., avi to cul(h<a\ 
vsi-th Z''-i*f the f.ordiuliljf *» huppUif suLsisfinif between its, Ff"! 
a knowledge} of bfe bdfility, probity, and good conduct, I hav* 
entire; confidtince that be will rendut himaelf uii^eo'^'.ivViVB. -avhts 
yOQ, and give effect to your desire of ■^T:fc=iftT\\ft^^'a\u'\c"ivt\TM| 
on aiioeiraimii i/ie mCeresta and cOiinexioii 0/ Oui iw;<» t>.<a.^^'^i 



1 besQCcii josi, tLereforo, to give full ctetionco io wliatever fl 

sllftU *ay i» you oo the part iif (lie Utiiled States, aod tiiofl 

of all, wticD he shtiU assure ym that your prospcHty is nn ofl 

ject lOt" our arFcctinn. And I pray (!ucl to liuie the FreriM 

Ecpublic iQ his holy keeping. G. "W-WniMaTOfC/' ■ 

B "Wfis iLty entering int[) a lri;at.y witli Eiiglaml to surrender 
French properly oci boiird Auii;rii!:iti sliip^, tn ])o seiaoii hy tl^ 
Eiigli^li. while Engliab properly on boarJ Aiooricuii uUyfn viM 
djcicluiud li,v the Fruacli trcuty uot to be Eeizublc, tknt the i'vrim 
f'f fr'VHiii^hiji hftivet'u Amfriiu uwl -f/viiHT tern:- to be ^j'ntfl 
cimcr? Wus iL by decUiritig nav^il stores Ciintrab:njd wli^ 
coming to France, while ti' the French tr^^aly they wore nfl 
eomti-ubaud wheu goitlg to Etiglaiid, tliut the ftmtu.tlun. fiettci^^ 
Ffanr.e and AiAfttea teas to if ruhancedf Was it \>y npefl 
ing the Auiencao ports to tha Brltl^li navy lu tte presiJlire 
war. from whiph ports that aiime navy bad b^on expclk-d by 
the aid solicited tVoni Frtmce in the Aiumciin win- (and that 
aid gratuitously giren), thiit the gratitude of Aniericu wna to 
be shown, ucid tlio BgUcituds epokoD of in the kiter deuioD- 
Btrated ? 

As the letter was addressed to the comniitteo if publ 
safety, Mr. AVushtugtoo did not ospect it would gut abroad 
the world, or be seeu by any other eye tfian of KubtiSpU'r 
or ba beuxd by any other oar than that of (he eomniittec } that 
it would pass as a whisper across the Atlantic from oue diirk 
chamber to the other, aod there teriiiiuate. It was oaleulated 
to removo from the uiiod of tlie cOuiiuittee all siispiuion upon 
Jay's luissiou to England, and in this point of view it w 
suited to the circuinatancca of the moment then passing; 
as the evcDt of that mis.'^ioa has proved the letter to be by 
critical, it servoa no other purpose of the prepeat moment t. 
to show that the writer \a not to be credited. Two circn 
atatwoa EerveJ to muku the reading of the Idter necessary 
tbo convention ; the une was, that they wiin sueceedfJ on 
fall of Kobei^pierri?, fomid it uitist pmper to act with publidt' 
tlic plhiyr, to citinguish the siispicitjus wiliob tiio Elrungu V 
I duc^i. cit Jtjnrris had i>ceasioticd tu I'mnce. 

Tl'ljeri llie dJritisVi iTc-aty uwi iVve vulitieatiun of it by 5' 
L 'WashJiigtufi were kunwn in Vx-mwc, ".^V V*wVt.\ ■fitiAMviUi 
{from Liiu of hia guoi dU^'^^'^'^^'^^i '^ ^■'^ ''-''"^"i ''■'^'^ '^^^ 
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passed for so mnny cfpbcrs; but still it appeared necessary to 
Itei^p up the fun-e of dcclardtiona. It is stipulated iti iLa 
Briliali treat.y, that conimU9]Cin".Tft aru to rt'poi'i-, a,t tlie end 
Iwoyeiira, na the ca&Gninmiralthi'pa maktu^ nf-Mlnil iirnpKri 
la tlio mc!anliriic, noulnil pliipa do ciot ma.kt! rieutml property 
at'cyrdiiig tu tlic Bntish treaty, and tliey do accordiog to the 
Frencli treaty. Tlie prusLTvUitiiim (berofore of the FreDcb 
treaty bcc^LuG of great iuipnrtancQ to Kugland, as \)y \\\ni 
■niflans she can ctuploy Atiiuricaa ships n^ imrfiers, while the 
same advantage is denied to France. Wballjev the French 
treaty could exist as a matter of right ofler this clandcH-tina 
perversion of it, couli not but give some oppreheHBioiia to the 
partisanfi of tht British treaty, and it becamu neccBsary to 
them to make up by fine Tv^irda that was wanting in gtt' 
aoCioB9. 

An opportunity offered to that purpose. The couventio 
on the public niception of Mr. STonroe, ordered the Ameriiian 
flag and the French flag to be displayed unitedly in tlie hull of 
the cooventioti. Mr. Monroe mad« a preBCiit of an American 
flag for the purpose. The coavcutioD returucd this cnuipH- 
ment, by sGuding a French flag to America, tu be presented 
"by their minist^ir, Mr. Adet, to the Aiueritian government. 
This resolution passsed long before Jay's treaty was ktkown or 
suspected : it pusaad in tJiq days of confidence j — but the flag 
Vras not prasBQted by Mr. Adet till several months aftor th^ 
treaty had beau ratified. Mr- Waahington made this the Occa^ 
eion of saying soiue fine things to the French naioister; and 
the better tt> get himself into the tune to do thiSj be began by 
saying the finest things of bitwself. 

" Born, sir/' said he, " in a land of liberty ; hrtctn^ learned 
its vulue; havmff engaged in a poriloud eonflict to defcad itj 
huoini/, in » word, devoted the beet years of my life to secure 
ita permanent cstablisbment in my own country ; ray anxioua 
re col lee tie nsa, mif sympathotio feehngs^ and ini^ beat wiEhcs, 
are irresietibly cxtited, whenever, in any country, I Bee an 
oppressed people unfurl the banner of freedom." — Mr. Wash' 
ington having expended eo many fiwe phrases upon himself, 
was obliged to itu'ent a new one for the Frouch, and he calla 
thcin " woudcrfu! people !" — The coalesced powers ack 
ledge as niUfli. 
It is taaghahlo to bear Mr. "Vf asVittgLMi\sfit^^^^ 
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nrtic ftelhgi, wto liii* always W(?n remnrkcd, even amdH 
^\ii frien<)a, for not hiiving any. He lias, hnvrfvi^r, given, fl 
proof of any to mL*. As to iho pomp<.)u.4 tMit^oirtiiiios lie H 
iilwrally payrt ti> himself on the actre of l.b« Aiuuriran revulfl 
tion, the ]>rnpriety of iheni tuay bn rjucHtiinicJ ; ati'l, eiiirn fl 
tias forced them so roucb ioto notice, it is fair to cxuuitne hfl 
priitedainns, fl 

A stranger niigbt te led to aujipose, rpDtn tbe eijotiisni wiW 
which Mr. Waahicgfon ^«aks, tlmt bimst^If", nnil liiuistjlfonly, 
had gepcrated, conducted, ■comriieteO, and cstiibLiahnd, t^k 
revolutitiD. In fine, tliut it was ull bis oiiu duing. H 

In tb*? 6rst pUnt^, as to tbe (x^litical part, be bad no Ehare H 
it; and theri?furc the whole at ihtt ia nut of ihc question wifl 
respect to him. There remains, then, only the mtlilary piirr^ 
and it would have been pruJcnl in iVfr. Washington not to 
have awiikened inrjuiry upon that subject, Fiiiuc tliOTi wm 
cheap; ha enjoyed it cbeaply ; and nohtidy woe disposod fl 
take away tha laurcla that, whcttiLT tliey were wijtiircil or no^ 
hod been given. 

Mr. Witsbiogtoa'a werit enasislvd io constaacy. But cod- 
ataocy waa the comnion virtue of the revolution. TV'ho was 
th«re that was iDconstaul? I know but of ope inilititry 
fection, that of Arnold ; and I inow of no political dofectic 
among those who madfl themselves emioenL wheu the revolu- 
tion was ftirined liy the declaration of iiiJependencp. Kvoii 
Silas Deane, though he attempted to defraud, did out b^tnii 

But when, we B-peak of inilitury rharacti^t, Somethiog njc 
is to be understood than oonaiancy; and something un 
ought Ui be understood than the FahiaD eyatem fff tlninif nu- 
ikiiiij. The nothing purl; cati be done by iinyhoily. Old Mra. 
ThompBon, the housekeeper of IiPaJquzirters (wbo threatened 
to make the buq aud tbe tcind sblue through Kivin^l^n of 
New York), could have done it aa well as Mr. Wasliington. 
Deborah would huve been as good aa Buruk. 

Mr. AVashington had tho naviunU rank of conimonder-in. 
chief, but he vcAi uot eo in fact, Uu bud, in reality, only n 
separate eouiniaud. He had Lo ct'titnd over, or dlirfctiou 
the army t.D the norlliw.-ird under tratea, fhat captured Bt 
lo^ae', or of that to the aoulh under (jreene, that r-ccijver 

soutitern states. TUe i\QiQ\na\ Taw^, Vwxt^^, of qq^ 
ider-ia-c]iiei; aerved to \.\iiq^ ■a'^nVviia '.V<i\'i&M>!. •A-Cs, 
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actions, tLnd to mskc him appeal oa tho soal and centre of 
militiirj opi:rutioDs in America. 

He comirn>Dced bis cotnujinitj June, 1775, daricig the lime 
tlie MHSSiicliusetla airinj Jay before JJustoD, aiij after the titTuir 
of Bunker's li\\\. The eomracncenicnt of his couimiiuJ waa 
the coiutm^Liceincnt ot itiaclmiy. Nothing waa afterward 
done or atlempteil to be donc^ during the niue months he re- 
ffinined brfore Bostou. If we may judge from Lhe resiataDCB 
made at Concord, and afterward at Bunker'a Hill, there was a 
spirit of enterprise at that tinifl, which the presence of Mr, 
Washington i^hillcd into cold dIefcDcc. By the advantage of 
n good uxiijrior he attacta respi;i;t, whioh his hiibitual ailcnco 
teuda to prcaGrre ; but he has not the talent of inspiring ardour 
in ao army. The enemy removed from Boston to Hilifax ta 
JVIaceh, 177lj, to wait foe ri'inforcementa from EuropSj and to 
take a more ad r^ntageniis position at New York, 

The inactivity of the campaign of 1775, on the part of 
General WaabiDgton, wlicn the eneniy had a leas force than in 
any other fiilure period of the war, and the injudicious choice 
of posilifins tiiken by him in the campaign of ]77l>r when the 
enemy had its greatest force, necefisarily produced the losses 
and miafortiines that loarltfid thut gloomy campaign. The 
positions taken were ellliur islands or nceka of taod. In the 
former, the encitiy, by the aid of ibeir ships, could bripg their 
whole force against Guneral Washington, as in tho aRair of 
Long laland; and in (he ktler, he might be sliut up as in the 
bottom of a bsig, 'Ibis Had neitrly boon the case at New York, 
»nd it was BO in part; it wa* actually the ca^e at Foi't Wash- 
ington ; aud it would have been the taso at l-'ort Lee if (rene- 
ral G-rccue had not tnoved precipitately off, leasing everything 
lieiitnd, mid by gaining Hackciisack bi-idge, ^^ot out of the bag 
of Bergen Neck. How far, Blr. Washington, afl general, is 
Waojeabic for theee mattcrB, I am not undertaking to deter- 
mine; but tliey are evidently disfeeta ia Enililary geography. 
The successful akirmishen at the cloao of that campaign fraat- 
tera that would scarcely ha noticed in a belter stat^ of affaira) 
niiike the brilliaut exploits of General Washington's seven 
caiapuigMK, No uondur we sec so much pusillanimity in the 
jtrfni'hnl, whi?n we sec »o liltlo enterprise i« the j^Kurnil! 

The icaitipaign of 377' hccanio fatnoua, not U>i -ivv^i-Vftiiitj 
lhe pnrt of General Wa»biog^ol^,\lli^.\l^ \!iit ftsc^voflfc ^^.^' 
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Burgoyiic niid tlie army udiUt bis ■cncnmanJ, by llie nor 
arinj at Sarulngw. ijii<ii.'lf Gctli^ral Gati*. Sr\ toliill^i Ji 
Aud uncminecLoJ wtro the two armies nf Wusliinx^ri 
Gati^B, RnJ so iudp)M.'Tiiletit wns the lalter nf llie amliority' 
the uoruinal ecimmaiider-iii-fhk'f, Lhiit llie two generals 
not so mueli as torreapnnd, nnd it was ou\y by a leitcp of Gou- 
ernl (ainoe Governor) C'linton, lliat Genenil Wasliiugtnn wiib 
informed of thai event. Tlie Jtritisli took posscsiiiun of Pitila- 
delptiia tliis j^ear, nbich they evD<3u^ed the aext.jus-t tiius 
ei5(«ngb to save tbcir Leairj bsggagi? nnd flo^^t of Irautports 
frota capture by the Freuch Adminil d'Eslaing, vbo arrtTcd 
at the iiiouih of the riclawarc soon Jiftor. 

The capture of Burgojue gave an erbit in Kurope to ihe 
Americiiii arms, and fadlitaled tie nltiance with Fmoce. The 
edut, however, was n&t kept np by anvtliirg ou the part of 
Geuera! Wasbiiigton. Tho Katiie unfortiitiate ]nngni>r ibat 
markei] his entraoi-o iriio iLe field, contiuuwd always. Bis. 
CODtfint began to prevail strongly against bim, and a party was 
farmed iu Cungreas while sictbig at Yorktowti in J'enuayUa- 
uia, for remoTiug bleu from the commaDd of the army. The 
hope, however, of bctU'r tiniei;, the news of ibc alliance with 
France, aod the unwilliogness of ebowing discouteat, dieeipated 
the inutter. 

NoLliiiig waa done in Ibe campai;:ns of 1778, 1779, 1780, 
iA tlie part wli-ere Gi-Iieral Wiishiiigtuli COinmj'.ilided, ^sccpt 
the t:iking Stony l*uint by General Wuyne. The soulhem 
Slates in the lueantiliie Were Offftrtin by Ihe enemy. Ibej 
were affc^rwariL^ re-covered by General Greene, wbn bad in a 
Tcry great nicasuro created the army tbiit iiceouiplishcd that 
recovery. In nil ibia General Wjishinptuo bad no ^bape. Tbo 
Pubiuu systetn of war followed by him, b^-gau now to unfold 
i'self with all its evils; for what is Fabibin war wiihoul F»- 
biiui inctris lo eupjjort it? The bcmnees of CoHgri.'sa. depend- 
ing wholly on emi.ssiona of paper money, were ^i,h.aii9l«d- Its 
credit was gone, Tim cnniinenial treasury wns not nble lo 
pay the expense of a brigade of wagons to frunsport tb? neces- 
sary stores to the ntniy, und yet ibe sole object, the tstablia 
metit of the revohition, wus u thing of remote distance. 
I/ujc I am now speaking of is in the laltcc end of the 
27 SO. 
la this situation of tbin^ 'A ^w l«a»4 twh. o^T ^-^ 




but aliaol u I'.ol J nrccBsary, fur Oungrcsa to sfuto tho wlide cnsi 
t.<i its iilly. 1 fiiiow riuri"! of tbid iiiiiUcr [bffnn; if. cwmi into 
Congress, or wiis katiwn to Genunil WjishingUni), o£ ityprog- 
rcps. and its iseiic, tlmu I fboo^c ti> slata in iliia letter. Colo- 
nel JuUti LnuLL-us wiis Buut to Fninco aa uu envoy exlRiordi- 
nurj on iliia occasion, aud bj a private agreement lielwcen 
biui iind me 1 sicvompftiiied hlui. Wg galWi froin Boston in 
i-lio Alliance fiigafe, Fi^bruary eleventb, 17S1- France had 
iilready done inucb in uaiepting and paying "billa drawn by 
(Joiijfress ; fih'! was nnw called upon to do more. Tlie erent 
of Coloiidl LaiircnV missioD, with iho a\\1 of tlie vcnerabla 
minidter Franklin, was, thut France gave in money, aa a pre- 
Bt'otj ais inillioiia of livrcs, and ton niilliona more as a loan, 
»nd agrcizd to sond n fleet of Qot less th^in thirty suil-of-lbo- 
line, lit hat own expense, na aa aid to America. CHolonel 
Laurens :iud myself returned from Brest the first of June fol- 
Jnwiiig, tailing with ds two millioDS and a lialf of livrea (up- 
wards of one Lundr^fd tliousaiid pounds sterling), >of the tnouey 
given, aod convoying two ships with stores. 

W(! arrived at liostoti the tweutj^-fiftli of August foUowiog. 
De Graaae arrivad witb llie French fleot in the Chc^upeake !vt 
the same Lime, and wns afterward joiiicil by that of Barras, 
making thirty-one eail-of-the-llinc. The iDoncy wus Iran*, 
ported ill wagons from Boston to the Biinb of I'hilndelphia, 
of which Mr Thomas Willing, who has fiinee put himself iit 
the hejid of the list of poLitionera in favour of the British treaty, 
was Ibe-n president. And it was by the aid of this money, of 
this fleet, and of FkOfibani heau's army, that Coruwallia 
tuken ; the laurels of which have been unjustly given to 
AVitKliingtou. His merit in that nifair ytius uo more than 
of auy other American officer. 

I b:ive hadj and still have, as much pridu in the Atnerioan 
rcvolatii>n as aDy tnaci, Of US Mt. WusluDglon has a right to 
have; bnt that piidc has never made me forgetful whence- the 
great aid came tlmt coiiiplet*id the business. For-cign aid (that 
of Franco) waa calculated upon at the commencement of the 
rcvolnriim. It is one of the aubjecta treated of in the pnm- 
Tiblet ''Coininon Sensa," but oh a matter that could not be 
L.-']hm1 fnr, Uocleas independence woa di^clarcd. The aid how- 
ever "waa greutcr than eould ha.'^e \iftcu fti^ttVE^, ■ 

Ji i» as weli the ingriiLttude m ^Vs> ^e^wJ^^isivosM ^Su «>!'■ 
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TVasliiTiglOTi and l.lie WnBliington faction, tliat, Iins }im^^| 
U[>OU America IIlc loss of cEiu.rikctcr she now suffers- in ^H 
world, and tlie uiitnepiuf) e\\h her eftKumcrce La* iindtirgoirt', 
anil to whscli it is still cxpoatti. The Brilish ministry sofin 
found out wlnt sort of mcvt they hnd to deal with, and thej? 
deiiSt with ibcm accordingly; and if fartktir tsplunation was 
wanting^ it baa been fully given since, \d iLe sniT«)liug aJdr^sa 
of the New York cliambcr of commerce to the presidentj and 
ID chat of auudry merchants of PhiJadeiphla, whieh was ^fl 
uiucln better. ^1 

WLoD ihc revolution of Ameriea was fiDally established by 
the termiLiatinii of ihc wsr, the world gnvo her credit for groat 
character; and she had DutbiDg to do but to stnnd firm upon 
that ground. The Britbh raini-itry had their haoda too full 
of tfoublc to hive provoked n mpluni with her, had she shown 
a proper reeolation to defend btr rights ; but eneooragod as 
they were, by the submissivo character of lh« Afaerienn ad- 
miniBt ration, they proceeded from iasuH to insult, till none 
more were left to be offered. The propoeuU made by Sweden 
and Denmark to the American gnvernoj&n t were disregarded, 
1 know not if ao much as an anewer hjia bctn returned to them 
The minister jw;niVenf/(ir>/ (as some of the Uritish prints oiii 
hitii), Mr. Jay, was sent on a pilgrimage to Londonf tn m 
all up by peuiiiK't.' and petition. In the uk'sd time, the lengllij 
aud drowsy writer of ihe piccca Rigocd Camifim held himself 
in reserve to vladicale rucri/thini^ ; and to souud in America 
the tocsin of terror upon the iaexbaustiWe resources of Eag- 
lund. iler resources, says he, are grtaler than those of all 
the odicr powers. This m.'an is so intoiiica-tcd with fejir and 
fioADee, that he knows bot the. difference between plus nnd 
mlntcR — tctweeti a biindr^d pounda in hands and a hundred 
pounds wor?a than nothing. 

The coainicrcii of America, bo far aa it bad been eBtabliahed, 

"by all the trcaiica. thad had been formed priw to that by Jay, 

was free, and the principles upon whiL-h it was esrublishcd 

were good, That ground ought never to have been departed 

from. It was the justifialjl'O gr'iund of right: and no tei 

I poriiiy diDieultiea ought io hava iuduecd a.n ab^ndoament 

it. Tbe case is now oth^rwiae. The crouiid, the scene, 

LpreteoeioDa, the everytbiB^, is ii\\aTi^tK. 'V^ conmieruo 

■U^en'ca is hy Jay's Ireutj -puV m-oAct lOTfc\^ io^swiwi^. 
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flea is cot free for her. Her righb to naTJgate it is reduced tO" 
the right of cacapingj that is, until Gome ship of England or 
France stopa her vcBsela, anil carries thicin into port. Every 
article of American produce, whether from the acn. or tlie land, 
fiah, flesh, Yegelable, or mnnufuctare, is bj Jaj's treaty uiiitlQ 
either aoutraband or Beizable. Nothing is eseinpt. la stl 
other treaties of commerce (he article ^bicb enumerates tbe 
oontraband articlee, Buch as firearms, gunpowder, kn,, ia fol- 
lowed by fiuotber which eEiimeratcH the articles not contra- 
band : but it ia Hot so in Jay's treaty, There ia no exempt- 
Jflg article. Its place ia supplied by the article for Bciaing and 
carryiug into port; and the sweeping phraje of proviaiona and 
other arlidcs includes everything. There never was such a 
base and eerrile treaty of Borreniler, since treatica began 
exist. 

This 13 the ground npon which America now Btanda, 
her rights of commerce and navigation are to begin anew, and 
that with loss of character to begiu with. — If there is Benso 
enough left ia the heart, to eall o, blush into the cheek, the 
Wnsuiugtoa admiaiBtnitioQ mu&t be tshamed to appear. — And 
as to you, sir^ treacherous in private friendship (fur so you 
have been to me, and that In the day of danger) and a hypo- 
crite in public life, the world will be troubled to decide 
■tohelhcr you are an APOSTATE, 
Whether you have abaudooed good 
you eyor liad any, 
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